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Freeholders Okay Changes
In Union County Divisions

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders took
action, Thursday, to officially create
a separate department of corrections,
whose director will report directly to
the county manager and the freehold-
ers.

Deputy County Manager Elizabeth
Genievich, filling in for County Man-
ager George Devanney, said the ordi-
nance divides the bureau of motor
vehicles into two divisions.

The division of motor vehicles will
fall under the department of adminis-
trative services, while the new bureau
of heavy equipment and truck repair
will be located within the department
of engineering, public works and fa-
cilities.

She said the county’s larger ve-
hicles are serviced at the county facil-
ity in Scotch Plains, while the smaller
vehicles, such as county police cars,
are repaired at the county’s garage in
Elizabeth.

The ordinance also formalizes the
name change from the department of
engineering and public works to the
department of engineering, public
works and facilities, the latter of which
had been included within the parks
and recreation.

Brian Riordan, who previously
was a warden with the New York
City Department of Corrections, was
hired after the December escape of
two prisoners from the Union County
jail.

In a letter to the freeholders in his
January executive budget, Mr.
Devanney recommended creating a
separate corrections department.

“Given the complex issues that in-
clude overtime, physical structure and
manpower that have historically
plagued the facility, it is my belief
that the jail director should have the
same access and accountability to the
county manager’s office and the free-
holder board as a department direc-
tor. This will serve to simplify the
chain of command for clearer com-
munication, provide better oversight
and response to all situations,” Mr.
Devanney said.

In an unrelated matter, the board
approved a resolution authorizing the
county to make a $600,000 payment
to Trinitas Hospital to cover bills for
the “mandatory care and treatment of
Union County inmates.”

Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said the money would cover
the bills for six inmates who had
preexisting health conditions when
they were incarcerated.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion that stated the board’s “adamant
opposition” to plans to close
Muhlenberg Medical Center in
Plainfield. The resolution states that
the closing of the 396-bed facility
will “put an even greater strain on the

operating community care hospitals
in the area.” The hospital plans to shut
down within six months.

In other business, county residents
continued to speak out against higher
golf fees, which the board has im-
posed, and the overall decline in rev-
enues from the three county-owned
public courses.

Lavinia Ruby of Cranford, who
heads the Galloping Hill Woman’s
Golf Club Association, said the new
rates approved by the board are “very
high” for non-Union County resi-
dents. She said other counties have
seen a “loss of revenue because the
cost [to golf] went up,” which re-
sulted in less rounds played by golf-
ers.

She said she fears Union County
will lose golfers to Middlesex County,
which has lower fees.

“I think that is a shame,” she said.
In response, Freeholder Chairman

Angel Estrada said it is not the
county’s position to “make money on
our golf courses” but that the county
wants the golf facilities to be “cost-
effective.”

He said looking to attract out-of-
county residents is a “mixed bag” in
that not all county golfers want more
people coming in from outside Union
County. He said if the county could
generate an 8- to 10-percent increase
in golfers, “we wouldn’t be having
this discussion.”

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son suggested that the county con-
sider shutting one of the courses,
noting that in private industry, cor-
porations shut plants that are losing
money.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said
county officials have been meeting
with golf professionals at the courses
to look at their long-term suggestions
to generate more golfers and increase
revenue.

“Our problem isn’t on weekends.
We’re booked solid,” he said. “The
problem is Monday through Fri-
day.”

Also, during the public portion of
the meeting, Joe Doherty of Eliza-
beth said the county’s law enforce-
ment agencies should address what
he perceived as an “illegal-immigra-
tion problem” in the county. He said
“hordes of soccer players” have
“abused” Warinanco Park by “stomp-
ing” on the grounds. He also accused
illegal immigrants of turning Eliza-
beth into “a shabby, shady and trashy
environment.”

Freeholder Chester Holmes said
Mr. Doherty “offended” many county
residents with his remarks. Other free-
holders echoed his sentiments.

Mr. Estrada said the federal gov-
ernment has “failed” by not securing
the nation’s borders. He said many
people “who have been here for years”
are being deported, leaving their fami-
lies behind.

Bollwage Faces Challenge
In Bid for Fifth Term

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
has filed for a fifth term. He will face
a June Primary challenge from Ed-
ward Koon, a juvenile detention of-
ficer at the Union County Juvenile
Detention Center. Running with him
for city council seats are current Eliza-
beth Board of Education President
Armando Da Silva, Samuel Rodriguez
and George O’Grady, the latter of
whom ran for county freeholder last
year on the Independent line with
former Freeholder Adrian Mapp, and
three freeholder candidates.

Zimmer Replaces Unanue
In GOP Race for U.S. Senate
Former Rep. Richard Zimmer has

replaced Goya Foods executive Andy
Unanue in the Primary Election race
against State Senator Joe Pennacchio
(LD-26, Morris Plains) and Ramapo
Professor Murray Sabrin of Fort Lee,
politickernj.com has reported.

Mr. Unanue officially dropped out on
Friday and endorsed Mr. Zimmer, a
lawyer and lobbyist in Washington, D.C.,
with residency in Hunterdon County.

A representative for Mr.
Pennacchio, a state senator and
Republican U.S. Senate candidate,
has said the campaign might challenge
Mr. Zimmer’s candidacy, saying Mr.
Unanue had no intention of running
in the first place.

Mr. Zimmer, who served three
terms as the representative for the
12th Congressional District, lost a
bid for U.S. Senate in 1996 to Robert
Torricelli. Mr. Zimmer lost an effort
to reclaim his House seat in 2000 to
Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) after defeat-
ing former Rep. Mike Pappas in the
GOP Primary.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) declined to run even
after “key party leaders” asked him to
enter the race, according to

politickernj.com. He instead said he
wants to focus on his duties as Senate
minority leader.
Senate Passes Family Leave Bill
After Chamber Opposes Plan
The State Senate, last Monday,

passed the family leave bill, which, if
signed by the Governor Jon Corzine,
would allow workers to take up to six
weeks off to care for a newborn, newly
adopted child or a sick parent, spouse
or child, The Star-Ledger reported.
Workers would receive two-thirds of
their salary with a maximum of $524
per week.

The program would be funded
through a mandatory employee pay-
roll tax, estimated at $33 a year. Until
revenue is generated, the state could
borrow $25 million for start-up costs
and benefits.

The assembly passed the bill in
March by a tally of 46 to 30 and two
abstentions. The state’s chamber of
commerce and New Jersey Associa-
tion of Counties (NJJAC) have both
opposed the legislation.

NJJAC said the law would “cost mil-
lions and disrupt operations,” hike over-
time costs and result in the hiring of
temporary workers. Governor Corzine
has praised the passage of the bill.
McCain Erases 10-point Obama

Lead, New AP-Ipso Poll Says
Republican Senator John McCain

has erased a 10-point Associated
Press-Ipso poll lead Democratic Sena-
tor Barack Obama had on him in a
head-to-head match up, The Record
reported. While Senator Hillary
Clinton, a Democrat, has a three-
point lead on Mr. McCain, the margin
of error puts a potential Clinton-
McCain race at a dead heat.
Corzine Gave $853,000 to Dems,
Including $37,000 to UC Party
Governor Jon Corzine donated

$853,000 in 2007 to Democrats,  includ-
ing $37,000 to the Union County party.
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TAKING FLIGHT…Falconer Jennifer Pena (pictured with a saker falcon), from
Flight of the Raptor, will present a look into the lives of birds of prey during Union
County’s 18th Annual Wildlife Sunday at Trailside Nature and Science Center on
April 20 from noon to 5 p.m.

Whitman Tops $440,000
In Dist 7 War Chest

Kate Whitman, a Republican candi-
date for Congress in the 7th District, has
announced that she has raised more than
$440,000 from more than 700 individual
contributors thus far. She had amassed
$300,000 by the end of the first quarter.

While she said most of her Republi-
can opponents in the 7th District did not
file Federal Election Commission re-
ports for the last quarter of 2007, Ms.
Whitman reported raising more than
$200,535.

“I am working hard to earn the vote
and confidence of the taxpayers in the
7th District,” she said.

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union has announced it will again en-
list county residents in the annual battle
against the mosquito population. The
county has multiple programs to man-
age mosquitoes, and residents are be-
ing asked to join the fight. There are
about 20 different species of mosqui-
toes in Union County. Included in this
group is the Asian tiger mosquito.

The Asian tiger mosquito (or forest
day mosquito) is, for the most part, an
urban nuisance. Its black and white
striped legs, and small black and white
body characterize it. This species flies
in swarms, strikes both day and night,
and traditionally takes residence in
urban areas. It finds small amounts of
water and containers particularly
appealing for breeding and is difficult
to eradicate.

The Union County Bureau of Mos-
quito Control conducts surveillance
from March to November, seeking out
potential breeding spots. Once the warm
weather sets in, urban backyards, sub-
urban neighborhoods, nature refuges
and industrial areas can all provide
breeding grounds.

Overlooked problem areas such as
back yard swimming pools and pool
covers should be checked regularly.
Other problem areas include chronic
ponding in yards and in wooded areas.
Discarded tires and plastic buckets also
provide some of the most ideal breed-
ing spots.

In all species of mosquito, the female
needs a miniscule amount of standing
water in which to breed. The eggs hatch
into larvae, which develop into mos-
quitoes in about two weeks.

Residents can significantly reduce
the mosquito population if they:

Clean and chlorinated swimming
pools, and remove water that collects
on pool covers; dispose of cans and
plastic containers, and turn over empty
flower pots, toys, and any object that
can hold even small amounts of water;

Spring Begins Annual Battle
Against Mosquitoes in UC

remove old tires, a favorite breeding
place for mosquitoes; keep tight lids
tight on trashcans and recycling con-
tainers and drill holes in the bottom, or
store in an enclosed space; clean roof
gutters regularly; empty out plastic
wading pools at least every three days;
turn over wheelbarrows; change water
in birdbaths every three days; when
landscaping, fill in low areas where
water collects; and  drain and clean out
grills and grill covers.

If ornamental ponds and fountains
are in use, ensure that the water is
constantly circulating. Also stock the
pond with larvae-eating fish such as
minnows, goldfish and mosquito fish.

The bureau also collects mosquitoes
from 30 New Jersey light traps through-
out Union County, allowing the bureau
to identify places where mosquitoes
are breeding rapidly and target them for
larviciding. Samples from the traps are
sent to a state laboratory and checked
for disease.

Union County residents are asked to
call the Bureau of Mosquito Control at
(908) 654-9834 to report possible mos-
quito breeding areas in their communi-
ties. Residents can receive a free in-
spection from the bureau.
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