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POLICE BLOTTER

GRAND OPENING…Gerry Vadas of CJS Violations Services recently held a
grand opening of his new location at 1765 East Second Street in Scotch Plains.
Pictured above, left to right, are: Scotch Plains Business & Professional Associa-
tion (SPBPA) Vice President Ray Pardon, of ERA Suburb Realty; Max Pepin, of
CJS Credit Joint Solutions, also at this location; Mr. Vadas; Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks; Mr. Vadas’ son, Chris, of VIP Wholesalers, located at 2014 Route
22 in Scotch Plains; and Jim Ross of CJS Violations Services.

“We appreciated their generosity,”
Ms. Nelson said.

A mother of a McGinn Elementary
School student commended the
school for really “taking on voting.”
She said that, among other things,
students have been wearing red, white
and blue and that there have been
signs at the school promoting the
upcoming elections.

The McGinn mother then asked for
clarification on the four elementary
school positions cut in this year’s
budget.

Superintendent Hayes explained
that the district’s goal is “to continue
to maintain class sizes as we have,”
noting that they have monitored en-
rollment trends “carefully.” She said
that staff turnover would happen
“naturally,” through retirements, for
example.

The board approved, on second and
final reading, the new “Student Su-
pervision After School Dismissal”
policy and the updates to the “Preg-
nant Students” and the “Recruitment,
Selection and Hiring” policies.

The board will recognize the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s Boys’
Varsity Basketball Team champion-
ship at its Thursday, April 24, meet-
ing. The board’s annual organizational
meeting will immediately follow the
presentation.

Westfield Mayor: State
Is to Blame for Tax Problems

SEE FOR YOURSELF...Leader/Times publisher Horace Corbin, left, interviews
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, center, and Finance Policy Committee Chair-
man Sal Caruana about the Westfield budget. During the session, Mr. Corbin
encouraged the readership to visit goleader.com/video to view this discussion in
conjunction with  Governor Jon Corzine’s definition of the fiscal crisis, filmed
during his January 30 presentation at Union County College. This, Mr. Corbin
said, will allow citizens to understand the full scope of the state’s fiscal problems.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield munici-
pal taxes will rise more than 9 percent
this year not because of monetary
mismanagement by the municipality,
but because of county and state “dys-
function,” Finance Policy Commit-
tee Chairman Sal Caruana said in an
interview at The Leader/Times on
Sunday.

The state’s fiscal crisis will also
impact neighboring towns. Accord-
ing to Mr. Caruana, while Westfield
will “escape” the loss of 100 percent
of its state aid, which occurred in
towns with less than 10,000 citizens,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Fanwood were not so fortunate.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said while the governor is stressing
consolidation of towns as a way to fix
the fiscal dilemma, he is not address-

ing the “core issue” – spending.
Mayor Skibitsky said fellow may-

ors of Union County towns have told
him, after the state aid cut, that they
would be “very happy” to keep tax
increases below 10 percent. The bor-
ough of Fanwood is facing increases
as high as 29 percent.

Mr. Caruana, a first ward council-
man, said a Westfield taxpayer whose
home is assessed at $183,000 should
expect to pay roughly $12,260 in
taxes, an increase of more than $768.
Approximately $180 of the $768 can
be attributed to town increases. The
rest arises from state mandates, county
increases and the board of education
budget.

Mr. Caruana and Mayor Skibitsky
told The Leader during an on-camera
interview conducted by Leader Pub-
lisher Horace Corbin (goleader.com/
video) that there is a disconnect be-
tween government and New Jersey
citizens. Until that gap is bridged, no
meaningful property-tax reform can
be realized, the town officials said.

Calling it the “best example of the
state’s dysfunction,” Mr. Caruana
pointed to the Paid Family Leave
measure that recently passed in the
State Legislature. The plan would
allow workers to take up to six weeks
off to care for ill family members or
newborn children. The bill stipulates
that workers can receive two-thirds
of their salaries, up to $504 a week,
during their leave.

He said the state is encouraging
municipalities to cut spending and
increase revenue; “yet, the state passes
a program that will cost $168 million
a year…this is a program we can’t
afford.”

Mr. Caruana said the measure’s
passing shows that “on a visceral
level, legislators don’t get it.”

Mayor Skibitsky, while “applaud-
ing” Governor Jon Corzine for “bring-
ing the [fiscal] problem to the fore-
front,” took issue with the state for
not giving municipalities the au-
tonomy to handle their own prob-
lems.

For example, as per state mandate,
Westfield must raise an additional
$137,000 to fund the Westfield Me-
morial Library. The formula states
that as property values rise, so, too,
must municipal aid to local libraries.

“Maybe we’d rather keep that
$137,000 in our pocket to offset other
spending or maybe use it to provide
safety equipment to fire and police,”
the mayor said, “but we don’t have
the authority to do that.”

Later, the mayor said, “Govern-
ment treats us like children.”

Mr. Caruana said new budgetary
rules and obligations from Trenton,
combined with declining revenues,
led to the $38-million budget. On top
of that, Westfield experienced a 10-
percent reduction in state aid.

On the salary and wages side,
Westfield started the budget process
having to account for a $440,000
spike. By the end of the budget pro-
cess, the portion of spending that
Westfield controls rose 1 percent, and
overall, expenses increased $340,000.

Mr. Caruana said Westfield did an
“outstanding job” and achieved a “re-
markable feat.”

To cut costs, the town will reduce
four full-time posts to part-time posi-
tions and cut a full- and part-time job
each, saving roughly $95,000. Since
2006, the town has reduced headcount

by the equivalent of eight full-time
positions.

“There will be layoffs,” the mayor
said. However, he did indicate that no
police or firemen would lose their
jobs.

When asked if the town could ask
high-salaried executives to take pay
cuts, Mayor Skibitsky said, “We don’t
have many executives. We do have
some fairly well paid town employ-
ees. You could cut them 10 percent,
and at the end of the day, it would not
be a big effect.”

The mayor said with a town
workforce of 240, “to make true sav-
ings, you have to look at the employ-
ees.”

Roughly 21 percent of a town tax
bill goes to fund Union County gov-
ernment. Though the number is pre-
liminary, the county tax levy is set to
rise $15.5 million, from $238.5 to
$254 million.

Candidates campaigning for
Westfield Town Council last year
promised to interface with the county
and attend freeholder meetings in
order establish a relationship. So far,
no Westfield official has done so.

When asked why, Mayor Skibitsky
said, “We’re probably busy on town
business items. Some weeks, the fi-
nance committee meets three or five
times.”

The mayor said the freeholders’
budgetary meetings, which included
a Wednesday afternoon meeting and
an upcoming Saturday morning ses-
sion on April 19, are “not the easiest
meetings to get to.”

He did assure, however, that “we
are trying to get people there on a
regular basis.”

Mr. Caruana characterized the
county as “totally unresponsive” to
the town’s needs.

Westfield, along with other Union
County municipalities, is “suffering
from the abuse of one-party rule,” Mr.
Caruana added, laying blame on the
all-Democratic freeholder board.
Union County citizens, he said, pay
the ninth highest taxes in the country.

Locally, because of state mandates
jumping by $1.3 million and a bur-
geoning county tax levy, Westfield
must find ways to offset the increases.
Therefore, the town has voted to raise
over-time meter fines from $20 to
$32.

Mayor Skibitsky said he felt the
$32 charge was “not exorbitant” when
looking at neighboring towns.

Mr. Caruana said the town has only
three or four areas from which it can
generate revenue.

“We’re starting with people break-
ing the law,” he said. “We thought it
was a logical place to say, ‘how can
we help the community?’ Doing so
(raising the rate) allows us to spare
the surplus and maintain program-
ming.”

Saying that $11.50 of a $20 ticket
goes to the state, Mr. Caruana said he
would not call money collected
through parking tickets a “revenue
maker.”

When asked if the town should
simply disband the practice if it be-
comes a break-even situation, Mayor
Skibitsky said the town does not have
the “optimal” amount of spaces and
“must make sure the system is not
abused.”

The mayor said the town is “cogni-
zant” of the importance of downtown
Westfield and does not “want to be
unfriendly… We want to encourage
people to come to Westfield.”

When looking to future budgets,
Mr. Caruana said, “The political cul-
ture has to change.”

Despite the establishment of a 4-
percent cap on annual increases in the
property tax levy, when asked if citi-
zens should expect taxes to increase
at a 4-percent limit, Mr. Caruana said,
“Not anytime soon.”

Westfield
Wednesday, April 9, the Westfield

Police Department is continuing its in-
vestigation into the theft of lingerie from
a store on the 200 block of East Broad
Street.

According to police, a man and a
woman, described only as Hispanic, asked
a store employee for assistance with cloth-
ing. The man stayed behind while the
woman and the employee went to another
section of the store.

The employee then saw the man leave
the store, apparently carrying clothing
from the establishment, which activated
the store alarm. In the wake of the man’s
exit, the female suspect was able to slip
out of the store as well. Shop personnel
subsequently discovered 70 pairs of un-
derwear valued at more than $525 miss-
ing from the premises.

Thursday, April 10, two women were
arrested on charges of promoting and
engaging in prostitution after Westfield
police raided a business in a two-story
building on the 300 block of South Av-
enue, East, at 7:20 p.m.

Police identified the suspects as Meilan
Huang, 34, and Longshi Yu, 37, both
reportedly of Westfield. They were trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
where they were processed and released
after each posting $1,500 bail.

According to Captain Clifford Auchter
of the Westfield Police Department, the
arrests were pursuant to an investigation
by detectives over the past several months.
He said the business involved was known
as Acupressure Therapy Center.

In addition to the arrest of the two
suspects, police also confiscated ledgers
and credit card bills, as well as approxi-
mately $500 in cash. Captain Auchter
said the investigation is continuing.

Thursday, April 10, a Westfield resi-
dent reported his silver 2006 Lexus was
stolen from a business on the 800 block of
Central Avenue.

Friday, April 11, Nicholas Fierro, 20,
of South Plainfield was arrested on a
Piscataway traffic warrant after the ve-
hicle in which he was a passenger was
stopped at Central Avenue and Grove
Street for motor vehicle violations. He
was released after posting $106 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, April 9, a resident of Cray

Terrace reported that someone removed a
bicycle from his unlocked shed located in
his backyard.

Wednesday, April 9, Joseph Materek,
51, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Garwood warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, April 10, Joseph Barone,
51, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Newark warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, April 10, a resident of 2nd
Street reported that his wallet was stolen
from his unlocked motor vehicle while it
was parked in the street.

Saturday, April 12, Matthew Small,
46, of South Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Union warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Sunday, April 13, Jose Salvador, 22, of
Laurel County, Md. was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 7, a resident of Blue

Ridge Circle reported that someone threw
a rock, breaking the passenger side win-
dow of his motor vehicle while it was
parked in the street.

Monday, April 7, John Coll, 43, of
Berkeley Heights was arrested and
charged with simple assault after police
responded to a report of a disturbance.
Authorities said police found Coll alleg-
edly assaulting another man during an
altercation. He was processed and re-
leased, police said.

Wednesday, April 9, a patron of a Lam-
berts Mill Road health club reported that
someone removed her purse from her
locker while she was working out. Ac-
cording to police, the purse contained
several hundred dollars in cash.

Wednesday, April 9, a resident of
Sleepy Hollow Lane reported that some-

one entered his motor vehicle and re-
moved a GPS valued at $290.

Friday, April 11, Demond Williams,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, April 13, Peter Paulsen, 46, of
Millburn was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Sunday, April 13, a resident of Country
Club Lane reported that someone entered
her apartment and removed several thou-
sand dollars in cash.

Sunday, April 13, Paige Horn, 40, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia after
being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Friday, April 11, the owner of a Route

22 tennis club reported that a suspicious
white male was seen in the kitchen at the
establishment. According to police, a case
and a half of beer and two bottles of MD
20/20 were found in the refrigerator.
Authorities said the alcohol did not be-
long to the establishment and the suspect
disappeared without being identified.

Sunday, April 13, Russell Murdock,
58, of Lyons was stopped for speeding on
Route 22, West, and subsequently charged
with driving without a license. He was
processed and released with a summons.

Greg Ryan for The Leader/Times
COMING TOGETHER…The Mountainside fire and police departments faced
each other in a a well-attended charity basketball game, Friday, at Deerfield
School. Proceeds will benefit a fund for Wayne Cantagallo, a long-time resident
of Mountainside fighting Multiple Myeloma blood cancer. Donations can still be
sent to the Wayne Cantagallo Benefit Fund at the Mountainside Fire Department,
210 New Providence Road, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

Larissa Curlik for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANTICIPATION...Mary Beth Schaumberg (left) of the Mountainside Board of
Education and newly elected board member Carolyn Williams await voting tallies
Tuesday night outside the borough clerk’s office.
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School Tax Voting
In Garwood, 338 of the borough’s

2,545 registered voters (13.3 percent)
turned out, and the school tax of
$6,588,420 was approved by a vote
of 174 to 135. This will raise taxes in
the borough by $126 on a home as-
sessed at $100,000. The tax levy will
fund an $8,256,284 spending plan.

Two candidates running unopposed
for three open seats were elected to
the local school board. Incumbent
Christine Guerriero received 177
votes, while former board member
Linda Koenig garnered 143 votes.

According to unofficial results pro-
vided by the borough clerk’s office,
write-in candidate Karen Rusin de-
feated fellow write-in candidate
Debbie Courtney, a former school
board member, by a margin of 154 to
108, to take the third vacant seat.
Borough clerk Christina Ariemma
noted that the Union County Clerk’s
Office will officially examine the
write-in votes to determine if they are
viable.

Mountainside voters approved a
school tax levy of $12.2 million by a
tally of 528 to 302, to fund the total
school expenditure of $15,865,990
for next year. The school tax will

that would total $140,000. The areas
included operating expenses in legal
services, engineering, police, streets
and roads, parks and recreation, the
municipal court, and some cutbacks
in salaries and wages in police, streets
and roads, and parks and recreation.
Mayor Marks asked Mr. Atkins to
evaluate Mrs. Malool’s proposals be-
fore the council takes further action
on those cuts.

Democratic Councilman Kevin
Glover noted that the mayor, last
month, had asked Mr. Atkins to meet
with township department heads to
discuss how appropriations this year
could be cut 5 to 10 percent. He then
asked Mr. Atkins if there was the
possibility that the township man-
ager could propose cuts of 2 percent
from appropriations that are deemed
to be discretionary, a level he esti-
mated at about $8 million, or about
30 percent of the total budget. Mrs.
Malool said that identifying areas to
cut “is our job” as council members.

When the mayor asked if any other
council members had “specific rec-
ommendations” for spending cuts,
Mr. Glover complained about the way
Mr. Atkins presented various line
items in his original spending pro-
posal. He said some of the figures
needed to be “unbundled” in order to
identify specific items within those
larger figures.  When the mayor again
asked Mr. Glover if he had any “spe-
cific” reductions in mind, Mr. Glover

increase by $156 on a home assessed
at $162,700.

Mary Beth Schaumberg, vice presi-
dent of the Mountainside BOE, said
she was “thrilled” that the budget
“passed by a big margin and that the
town supports the schools.”

In the race for school board seats,
Carolyn Williams, 506, and part-time
special-education teacher Cathy
Jakositz, 440, won the two open BOE
seats. Lauren Emblad, the daughter
of board member Carmen Venes, came
in third with 402 tallies. Incumbents
John Perrin, BOE president, and Scot
Worswick did not seek re-election.
Turnout for the race was 19 percent
out of 4,615 registered voters.

“I am very humbled and honored to
be elected to the position,” Ms. Will-
iams said. “I thank my committee and
the community for their support and
look forward to getting to work.” Ms.
Williams, who is the current
Mountainside PTA President, said she
would “endeavor to rise to any chal-
lenges” as a new board member and
would “keep the town’s interest in
mind.”

Raynor Denitzio and Larissa Curlik
contributed to this story.
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BOE Union
Contract

via a six-tiered flat rate formula.
The formula stipulates that com-

mercial properties valued up to
$100,000 would pay an annual as-
sessment of $250; properties between
$100,001 and $200,000 would pay
$550; those valued between $200,001
and $300,000 would pay $800; prop-
erties between $300,001 and
$750,000 would pay $1,250; those
valued between $750,001 and $2
million would pay $1,500; and prop-
erties valued above $2 million would
pay $2,000.

The initial operating budget will
likely be larger than what was antici-
pated four years ago due to the addi-
tional businesses along Route 22 be-
ing included in this year’s SID ordi-
nance.

There remained a good deal of skep-
ticism among the half dozen attend-
ees who spoke at this week’s meet-
ing.

Attorney John Appezzato, saying
that the township government “has
not done a thing” for the downtown,
asked why all the costs of financing a
SID were being placed on commer-
cial property owners.

Mrs. Malool said residents were
not being asked to finance a SID
because downtown businesses would
“benefit the most” from it. She reas-
sured that all residences, including
those located within the SID, would
not be subjected to charges.

Another property owner com-
plained that it was “not fair to give an
assessment without our consent.”
Others warned of vacancies if the

said he was being “denied an oppor-
tunity” to see what was in particular
line items in Mr. Atkins’ spending
proposal.

“I think I got the answer to my
question,” the mayor said before ad-
journing the meeting so the council
could go into closed session.

In the hallway afterwards, Mr.
Glover and Mrs. Malool, who will
oppose each other in this fall’s may-
oral election, spoke with local report-
ers.

“In the spirit of cooperation,” Mr.
Glover said, “let’s understand what’s
in the numbers.”

Mrs. Malool, in her sixth year on
the council, told Mr. Glover she had
been able to find specific areas where
spending could be pared back and
repeated her earlier statement that it
was the council’s job “to find cuts.”
She told Mr. Glover “the longer you’re
on the council, the more understand-
able” the budget process becomes.

When Mr. Glover said he already
had a good understanding of the budget
process, Mrs. Malool countered that
the municipal budget process is differ-
ent from that of the private sector.

Mr. Glover told reporters “knowl-
edge is power” and said that with
more complete information, it should
be possible to find ways to cut 2
percent from the budget. He asserted
that the kind of information he seeks
“has not been afforded to me or to the
citizens of Scotch Plains.”

SID ordinance was enacted.
Mr. McManimon said business and

property owners need to ask whether
there is a better way to improve the
downtown than waiting for the local
government to directly do something.

“If [owners conclude that] every-
thing is fine” with the downtown,
then you don’t need to do anything,”
he said. However, “if everything is
not fine,” then a SID is an option to
consider, he added.

Mr. McManimon presented a more
complex assessment formula, which
would work in concert with the six-
tiered formula agreed to four years
ago. Assessments for capital improve-
ment projects would be based on the
benefits derived by property owners.

For example, new sidewalks on
Park Avenue could be seen as not
providing a direct benefit to busi-
nesses on Terrill Road, thus possibly
affecting assessment levels for those
properties.

Assessments for a SID’s opera-
tional expenses, such as the manager’s
salary and general promotions, would
not be subject to a determination of
whether benefits would be evenly
shared by all properties.

Mr. McManimon said an assess-
ment committee within the SID could
be formed to evaluate individual im-
provement projects and how those
projects would benefit various prop-
erties.

Mrs. Malool said a date for a sec-
ond meeting will likely be announced
at the township council’s meeting next
Tuesday.
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Scotch Plains
Special Improvement District

Advisory Board.
Mr. LoForte has served Kenilworth

as recreation commission chairman,
emergency management coordinator,
planning board member and spent two
terms as a borough councilman. He is
a member of the Kenilworth GOP.

Ms. Abram resides in Springfield
for the past four years. She is a gradu-
ate of Northeastern University, with a
bachelor’s degree in political science/
law and public policy.

The RVSA, headed by executive
director Michael Brinker, Jr., is an
autonomous agency that owns and
operates a trunk sewer system and a
wastewater treatment facility in
Rahway. The RVSA serves member
municipalities of Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield and
Woodbridge, and user towns of
Winfield Park, portions of Fanwood
and Linden.

Commissioners serve a staggered
five-year term, and the chairmanship
and vice-chairmanship of the RVSA
rotate annually.
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RVSA

Newark Ex-mayor Sharpe
James Convicted of Fraud
At press time Wednesday, a federal

jury convicted former Newark Mayor
Sharpe James of fraud for conspiring
to rig the sale of nine city lots to his
mistress, who quickly resold them
for hundreds of thousands of dollars
in profit. James' co-defendant and
former girlfriend, Tamika Riley, was
also found guilty on all counts. They
face between four- and seven-year
prison terms. Both remain free on
bail until sentencing, which was set
for July 29 at 10 a.m.


