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Arboretum to Hold
Daffodil Day Event

SUMMIT – Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum will hold its annual Daffodil Day
event Saturday, April 26, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Some 40,000 daffodils in bloom will
be featured during the annual horticul-
tural event at the Arboretum. The Sum-
mit Garden Club will sponsor a plant
sale featuring plants grown in club
members’ gardens and by the horticul-
turists at Reeves-Reed Arboretum.

Guests are invited to mini lectures
on horticulture topics including
composting, tool sharpening, con-
tainer gardening and more. Children’s
activities and refreshments will be
offered. All proceeds will support a
horticulture intern at the Reeves-Reed
Arboretum in summer of 2008.

Events and speakers scheduled for
Daffodil Day:

11 a.m., “Plant Sale”; noon, “Care
of Your Perennials,” with Peter Grant,
director of Horticulture at Reeves-
Reed; 12:30 p.m., “Caring for Your
Mature Tree Canopy,” with Matt
Rodda of Bartlett Tree Service; 1
p.m., “Creative Ways to Plant Your
Patio Containers,” with Joyce Schmitz
of the Summit Garden Club; 1:30
p.m., “Composting” (speaker to be
announced).

For more information, or to inquire
about memberships or private or cor-
porate donations, log on to reeves-
reedarboretum.org or contact Mary
Beth Cooney, executive director, at
(908) 273-8787, extension 17, or e-
mail her at m.cooney@reeves-
reedarboretum.org.

FRIENDS TOGETHER…The Friends of Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
meet to prepare this year’s home tour informational mailing. The Friends will
present their Annual Tour of Notable Homes on Saturday, May 10, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Pictured, from left to right, are: Paula Long, Carolyn Fleder, Sharon
Zydney, Lee Corcoran and Shuang guo Wroe. For further information on the
home tour or a schedule of upcoming symphony events, contact the WSO office
at (908) 232-9400.

The Spring Term Begins
At Visual Arts Center of NJ
SUMMIT – Spring classes and

workshops for all ages begin the week
of April 14, at the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey, located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit.

More than 175 classes and work-
shops in every medium are being
offered this term, which will run until
June 21. Registration is now ongoing
and can be done in person at the art
center by phone at (908) 273-9121 or
online at artcenternj.org.

Some highlights of this session’s
adult classes include:

Introduction to Painting (for teens
and adults), using either oil or acrylic
paints, scheduled for Tuesday eve-
nings.

Beginning Landscape Painting will
increase the student’s understanding
of the fundamentals of oil painting
and runs Wednesday mornings.

Plein Air Painting on Monday
mornings will get attendees outside
in the fresh air to explore the medium

of oil to capture light and color.
Pottery: The Best of Everything

will cover a variety of techniques and
styles in the clay medium and is set
for Wednesday evenings.

Handmade Paper and Beyond, of-
fered on Thursday mornings, will
explore the art of handmade paper
and its many applications.

Adult Workshops, which generally
are held on weekends, offer the abil-
ity to take an art class for those who
cannot budget the time during the
week and want to brush up on a spe-
cific technique or medium.

A special workshop featuring Al
Lachman will be offered at the art
center the weekend of April 26 and
27. “Painting Secrets,” a workshop
for all skill levels and mediums, will
focus on “energizing people into ac-
tion” in order to create art.

For additional information, call
(908) 273-9121 or visit
artcenternj.org.

Rosalia Verdun Paints
Acrylic Landscape

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local artist
Rosalia Verdun drew a record crowd at
her March 20 demonstration of how to
paint water.

Starting with an orange-tinted can-
vas, she showed Scotch Plains Fanwood
Arts Association members and visitors
how she mixes and applies acrylic paint
and how she uses color to create space
and movement in her paintings.

She talked about making reflections
in the water look natural through the
use of size, placement and darkness (or
lightness) of reflected shapes.

Ms. Verdun is versatile in oil, acrylic
and pastel, and her work can be seen in
many local art shows, in addition to the
Alfa Art Gallery in New Brunswick.
For information on her upcoming shows
or to see some of her work, visit
RosaliArt.com.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association meets every other month
at the Scotch Plains Library, located at
1972 Bartle Avenue.

The group usually gathers on the
third Thursday of the month from 7 to
9 p.m.

The annual art show will be held in
the Scotch Plains Library from April 19
to May 3. For more information about
the group, contact Paula Pearl at (908)
322-2590. mon-sat 10-6; sun 12-5; thurs till 8

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

pottery – jewelry – glass – metal – textiles – wood – paper

221 North Ave East
Westfield

908-654-0444
 www.thefarmhousestore.com

                          Witches Ball

Glass witches balls have been used for

home protection against evil spirits

and witches spells for centuries.

The bad spirits are drawn into

of the glass and

inside protecting the

 home from harm!

$28.99 each

Westfield’s Stefan Duris Uses
Artwork to Help 9/11 Victims

WESTFIELD – This past March,
Stefan Duris of Westfield started his
“Tribute to 9/11 Project.”

Mr. Duris created “Awakenings,” a
vivid painting of the Twin Towers, on
August 28, 2001, finishing the work
on September 6 of that year.

The artist then brought the original
painting to Swain
Galley in
Plainfield on Sep-
tember 8, 2001, for
professional fram-
ing. All events oc-
curred before, and
without knowl-
edge of, what was
to come.

As a way to give
back to families
who suffered dur-
ing the tragedy,
Mr. Duris has be-
gun his 9/11
project, going to all police and fire
departments in New Jersey (before
branching out to departments in Man-
hattan and New York State) and put-
ting his work up for sale.

The artist will sell limited repro-
ductions of “Awakenings” to all de-

partments or individuals for $1,000.
Mr. Duris will then donate 11 percent
out of every $1,000 directly to foun-
dations for 9/11 and to 9/11 victims
and their families.

The artist has made high quality,
highlighted 18” x 24” reproductions
on framed canvases. Each reproduc-

tion will come
with a receipt of
authenticity that is
signed, dated and
numbered.

The work fea-
tures a colorful sky
of blended reds,
oranges and yel-
lows, enclosing the
skyline of New
York City pre-9/
11.

The reproduc-
tion of “Awaken-
ings” will also be

on permanent display at La Atelier
Gallery on Bleeker Street in New
York City starting on July 28.

For any further information about
the artist or the artist’s “Tribute to 9/
11 Project,” contact him at (908) 654-
0275 seven days a week.

Stefan Duris

Friends of WSO to Present
Annual Home Tour, May 10
WESTFIELD – The Friends of

Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will present its annual Tour of
Notable Homes on Saturday, May 10,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Marking its 24th year as one of
Westfield’s rites of spring, this tour
offers the perfect venue for celebrat-
ing Mother’s Day in style.

“The tour is a much-anticipated
local tradition when owners of some
of Westfield’s finest homes gener-
ously throw open their doors to the
public,” according to Myriam Gabriel,
Friends home tour chair.

“The town has a wide diversity of
outstanding architecture and stylish
décor, which must be seen to be fully
appreciated.”

A self-guided tour through pictur-
esque neighborhoods of Westfield and
environs, this year’s event features
five elegant and individualized resi-
dences, including a ‘scale down’
house owned by a decorator who was
featured in both House Beautiful
magazine and NY Style magazine.

Others include a Minisink Way
home transformed in 2003 from a
three-bedroom ranch into a magnifi-
cent six-bedroom colonial-style
home, a beautifully decorated house
in a 55-plus community and two other
distinguished homes that represent a
range of architectural influences and
design sensibilities.

Mrs. Gabriel promised that the tour
would hold “something for every-
one.” There will be a musical inter-
lude, the always-popular plant sale
(featuring geraniums in time for
Mother’s Day), a luxury gift basket

raffle and refreshments served in the
garden of one of the homes.

“The home tour is a key element of
the funding mix that’s necessary to
operate the orchestra,” according to
David Wroe, music director of the
WSO.

“The ‘Friends’ have been true to
their name, in this respect, since the
group’s very inception. Supplemen-
tal fundraising is critical because only
about a third of our revenue comes
from the sale of concert tickets.”

Mrs. Gabriel said that the Westfield
area is one of only a few smaller
communities nationwide that has a
professional symphony orchestra. She
observed, “It’s truly a community
treasure, adding to the quality of life
here.”

The public is advised to purchase
tickets early for the tour, as this event
is frequently sold-out.

Tickets for the 2008 Tour of No-
table Homes are $25 in advance
($30 on May 10) and can be pur-
chased from Friday, April 11, in
Westfield at the office of the WSO,
at Poppyfields, The Town Bank lo-
cations, Baron’s Drugs, The Town
Book Store, Coldwell Banker Real-
tors, Burgdorff Realtors and
Weichert Realtors.

In Mountainside, tickets will be
available at Christoffer’s Florist.
Irma’s Hallmark has tickets available
in Fanwood, and in Cranford, tickets
will be on sale at Martin Jewelers.

For further information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org, call
(908) 232-9400 or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

TWO CAN PLAY AT THAT GAME...
Westfield Symphony Orchestra prin-
cipals William Shadel, clarinet, top,
and Frank Morelli, basoon, feature in
Maestro Wroe’s recreation and narra-
tion of Richard Strauss’ colorful Duet
Concertino, an orchestral version of
the original tale of Beauty and the Beast.
Mr. Shadel’s clarinet represents a prin-
cess and Morelli’s bassoon a bear; when
the two instruments dance together,
the bear transforms into a prince. Peter
and the Wolf will also be performed at
this family-friendly concert on Satur-
day, April 12, at 8 p.m. at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

including the arts community, and the busi-
nesses. You can’t have one without the
other,” Ms. Peila said. “Now, people can go
shopping, have dinner, see a show, and it
becomes a full evening. When you’re miss-
ing one, it’s not a full experience,” Ms. Peila
said.

Mostly, Ms. Peila knows that “you have
to find a way to keep people from leaving
Rahway. It’s important to have everything
available to the city.”

And, according to her, studies show that
the performing arts are important to devel-
oping a cultural area. And, while that is part
of the equation, the city has ushered in new
restaurants to complement the growing at-
mosphere. Housing and job opportunities
are following suit.

“If people are only coming to live, and
have nothing to stay for, then the city loses
out,” Ms. Peila said.

The advisory board, while content with
its short-term gains, will not deviate from its
focus – making sure the city stays healthy in
the long term.

And, as Ms. Peila said, “Without culture,
a community can’t be healthy.”

* * *
The Arts Guild of Rahway represents

another valuable ingredient to the creation
of culture in the area. Executive Director
Lawrence Cappiello told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that the UCPAC’s
resurgence is part of a “much larger” effort
to redevelop Rahway through a variety of
means, which include the promotion of the
arts as a “component of the overall re-
creation of what Rahway is and can be-
come.”

He said the arts district, while “anchored
by” UCPAC – what Mayor Kennedy once
called the “jewel of downtown” – has other
components.

Created 11 years ago to serve as a “sec-
ond anchor” to the area, the guild seeks to
“provide quality arts programming in vi-
sual arts, arts education and musical perfor-
mance,” Mr. Cappiello said.

 “Within the next few years, Rahway will
be home to an internationally recognized
dance company and a professional theatre
company, both housed in a property near
the UCPAC and the arts guild,” he noted.

He added that the city’s plan for the arts
district would be realized over the next few
years.

The city already has multiple commer-
cial galleries in the downtown, most nota-
bly Edge Art, located on the block just south
of UCPAC.

Edge Art houses a 3,000-piece, museum-
quality art collection and also sells art books
and out-of-print art exhibit catalogs.

Another recent addition is Galerie FoF,
created by a group of New York artists, all
of whom graduated from the notable School
of Visual Arts in Manhattan, and led by
Rahway artist and police officer Charles
Sabba.

As of last October, the city began First
Thursdays, a monthly event for the pub-
lic to tour the galleries and artists’ spaces
while also enjoying live music and per-
formances. These evenings, on the first
Thursday of each month, “present, and
make available to a growing regional
public, a wide range of visual-arts pre-
sentations, musical performances and
other related cultural activities,” re-
marked Mr. Cappiello.

First Thursdays has brought many new
visitors to the arts guild each month.

According to Mr. Cappiello, “The
growth of arts activity and the city’s ef-
forts to promote the arts…indicates a
healthy and exciting focus on the arts,
which most certainly benefits the arts
guild as it helps the city and provides rich,
rewarding and entertaining activity for
visitors from a wide surrounding region.”

UCPAC is just the beginning of
Rahway’s renaissance. With new restau-
rants, retail shops and businesses, in addi-
tion to emerging cultural outlets, the City
of Rahway is fast becoming a sole desti-
nation.

Stefan Duris’ “Awakenings,” created before 9/11, is being used to help victims of
the tragedy.
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Concert this Saturday

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Three of the world’s
most famous composers will be fea-
tured on Saturday when the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO), con-
ducted by Music Director David Wroe
and Assistant Conductor James Fuerst,
presents a family
concert called
“Beauty and the
Beasts.” The per-
formance begins at
8 p.m. at the Pres-
byterian Church in
Westfield.

The audience
will be treated to
Sergei Prokofiev’s
Beauty and the
Beast, Richard
Strauss’ Duet
Concertino and
Ludwig van
Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 3.

According to Mr.
Wroe, the program
reflects examples in
music literature of
conflict resolution.

“Firstly, juxta-
posing ill-placed
faith in force
against the majesty
and dignity of this
mammoth compo-
sition,” he said of
Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 3.

“Secondly, con-
trasting the simplic-
ity and beauty of
Richard Strauss’ fi-
nal compositional
style against the
confidence and gi-
gantism of pre-war
masterpieces,” he
added. “Thirdly, the
narrative of
struggle and con-
flict resolution in
both Peter and the Wolf and Duet
Concertino.”

Prokofiev was one of a handful of
composers who wrote a piece with
narration to introduce children to the
orchestra.

Among the others are Benjamin
Britten, who wrote the Young Person’s
Guide to the Orchestra, and Daniel
Dorff, who composed Billy and the
Carnival. Both Dorff and Prokofiev tell
stories in their works to create an en-
gaging experience for children.

In the case of Peter and the Wolf, the
strings personify Peter, a boy who clev-
erly traps a wolf, represented by a sin-
ister-sounding melody in the horns.
Peter’s Grandfather, mindful of the boy’s
safety in the meadow, comes to mind
when we hear the bassoon, and the
drums signify the hunters.

The flute, oboe
and clarinet de-
scribe the actions of
the bird, duck and
cat. These and other
instruments tell the
story while children
also learn about the
sections of the or-
chestra. Because
the narration ac-
companies the mu-
sic, Mr. Fuerst will
conduct.

“I [will] narrate
the story to a group
of children seated
on stage,” Mr. Wroe
said.

He will conduct
and narrate Duet
Concertino by
Strauss, known for
operas such as Der
Rosenkavalier and
Salome and large-
scale orchestral
works like Don
Juan and Till
Eulensp iege l ’s
Merry Pranks. The
Duet, his final in-
strumental work, is
scored for clarinet
and bassoon, with
harp and strings.

This is an orches-
tral version of the
original story of
Beauty and the
Beast. The clarinet,
played by WSO
principal William
Shadel, and bas-
soon, played by

WSO principal Frank Morelli, repre-
sent a princess and bear. When they
dance, the bear becomes a prince.

“Few are aware that Duet Concertino
is a work based upon Jeanne-Marie de
Beaumont’s famed 1757 version of the
fairy tale, the clarinet representing
Beauty and the bassoon representing
the Beast,” Mr. Wroe said.

The final work on the program is
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3, Eroica
(“Heroic”). Like his other symphonies,
the Third is rich in humanity and dem-
onstrates Beethoven’s gift for building
sound within the orchestra.

It originally was dedicated to Napo-
leon Bonaparte. However, when Napo-
leon crowned himself Emperor of
France, Beethoven furiously erased his
name from the title page. That histori-
cal context and the symphony’s ex-
tended length, ushering in a new style
for the composer, are two of the reasons
for the work’s prestige.

** Fun Fact **

Westfield Façade
Appears on ‘SNL’

WESTFIELD – At the begin-
ning of a “Saturday Night Live”
skit this past Saturday, Westfield’s
Sweet Waters Steakhouse’s façade
was featured as the supposed lo-
cale. One can see that the set built
for the interior tries to recreate the
same type of windows as the real
Sweet Waters.

Sweet Waters owner Frank
DiLollo insisted to The Westfield
Leader and The Times that he knew
“nothing about it” and did not find
out until Tim Boyle, co-owner of
16 Prospect, informed him.

“I said, ‘You’re a liar, but he
said, ‘I’m telling you, you were on
‘Saturday Night Live!’”

Check it out:
nbc.com/Saturday_Night_Live/

video/play.shtml?mea=237295


