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Stars of Tomorrow
Performing Arts Camp 

 

An exciting summer theatre program offering campers classes 
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in a warm 

supportive, and fun environment. 
  Taught by professionals!    

    
 

 

 

 

Programs for Campers ages 3 – HS

Be a Star, Shine With Us!! 
 

www.StarzOfTomorrow.com / 908-276-5053 
 

Open HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen House    
Sunday, April 13, 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Polish Cultural Foundation, 177 Broadway, Clark 

Middle-School Students
Have Options at Workshop

WESTFIELD – At the 2008
Westfield Summer Workshop
(WSW), middle-school students can
explore more than 70 courses, all
guided by professionals and certi-
fied teachers.

The Communi-
cations Depart-
ment might draw
children to TV
production, video
animation or the
latest entry of
mock trial, in
which participants
will prepare court
cases and role-
play as lawyers,
witnesses, judges
and jurors.

The WSW will
offer dance and
movement classes
in hip-hop, fenc-
ing and volleyball.

A kaleidoscope
class, such as the
popular “CSI: Westfield,” will be
joined by a new one in sports math,
in which students will take an inno-
vative approach to doing mathemati-
cal statistics like tallying bowling
scores or calculating batting aver-
ages.

Students who want to sample the
stage can enroll in a junior acting

workshop or the improv course,
“Whose Line Is It?”

Aspiring actors, who want a com-
plete theatrical experience, may wish
to become a cast member of this
year’s Summer Stage Theater, which

will present a fully
staged production
of the funk-rock
musical The Wiz
on July 29 and 30.
This class, which
meets five periods
daily, includes
students up to
grade 10.

This year’s
WSW, open to
residents of all
communities, will
be held at Edison
I n t e r m e d i a t e
School, from June
30 to July 31, from
8:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m.

A registered
nurse is present during the regular
workshop hours. Early morning drop-
off at Edison and a full day of pro-
gramming in conjunction with the
Westfield YMCA are also available.

To learn more, call (908) 518-1551
or visit the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. On the
web, visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

SAX EDUCATION…Students in in-
termediate school have many options
for course selections at the 2008
Westfield Summer Workshop, such as
this one in the music department.

THE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT…Scotch Plains teen Chester Baker, a junior at
Oratory Preparatory School in Summit, pictured right, in a recent production of
Little Women, will play the lead role in The Devil and Daniel Webster, presented at
the all boys’ Roman Catholic school on April 11 at 7 p.m. As part of the Arts: Live
program, the school’s drama club will present two one-act plays, while the jazz
ensemble and an a cappella chorus will offer musical numbers, in addition an art
exhibit of teen work will precede the live presentations. The evening is free and open
to the public.

Oratory Prep School
Presents Arts: Live

AREA – The public is invited to
Arts: Live, a Friday, April 11, presen-
tation at Oratory Preparatory School,
located at 1 Beverly Road in Summit.
There is no admission fee to the event,
scheduled from 7 to 9 p.m., which will
present two short dramatic works and
a visual-art exhibition, as well as cho-
ral and instrumental numbers.

Scotch Plains teen Chester Baker
takes the lead role in The Devil and
Daniel Webster.

According to the coordinators of
the evening – Rosemary Butler, drama
advisor and teacher of public speak-
ing, and art teacher Susan Preston –
the night will be one filled with the
talents of the seventh- to 12th-grade
boys at the Roman Catholic school.

“Our student theater program will
present two works in progress,” Mrs.
Butler said. Death Knocks by Woody
Allen is a two-person play starring
sophomore Sean Doddy and fellow
sophomore Nick Luther.

The other one-act play, The Devil
and Daniel Webster, by Stephen

Vincent Benet and Robert Schenkkan,
features a cast led by juniors Chester
Baker of Scotch Plains and Neil
O’Dougherty, guest artist Sophie
Goggins and junior Anthony Uzzolino.

Student artwork that was recently
exhibited at the Union County Teen
Arts program at Union College will be
displayed. “I’m excited to have the
parents come to see what terrific things
our students are doing in the fine arts,”
said Mrs. Preston.

A newly formed a capella choral
group, under the direction of teacher
Tom Boniello, will perform two secu-
lar numbers. They recently debuted at
the Centennial Mass celebrated at the
school’s anniversary of 100 years of
excellence. The OP Jazz Ensemble,
which consists of 11 pieces, will also
share their musical talents.

Light refreshments will be served.
For directions to the school or more

information about the evening, call
the school during the hours of 8 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. at (908) 273-1084, exten-
sion 10.

Photo Courtesy of Howard Fischer
TO GIRLS – WHAT WOULD WE DO WITHOUT THEM…? Jack, played by
Matt McCarthy, center, lifts a cold one to the unseen ladies in the former college
roommates’ lives and those to come. Don (Scott Tyler) listens to Emerson, Lake
and Palmer while Phil, in his boxers, philosophizes with Jack. The Friday, April
11 performance of the Howard Korder comedy Boys’ Life will be presented as part
of the theatre ROCKS! Series, supported by New Jersey Theatre Alliance, this
weekend at the recently renovated Union County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC). A special $25 ticket price includes premium seats to the performance
and a private reception to network with the cast, crew and peers. A 1980’s party
follows, with live music, food and drinks. For tickets, call the box office at (732)
499-8226 and mention the theatre ROCKS! special.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

Arriving at long last at the conclu-
sion of Run Fatboy Run, we’ve some-
how grown enamored of Simon
Pegg’s Dennis Doyle, a London
slacker who, in the opening scene,
left poor, pregnant Libby (Thandie
Newton) at the altar. Per the predict-
able plot, he has by now performed
considerable redemptive contortions.
For us, it’s too little too late.

Don’t underestimate the impor-
tance of characterization in a farce.
Sure, it’ll be nice if the self-im-
provement program helps Dennis
right the wrongs of his past and reig-
nites Libby’s love. But as viewers,
we need to like him from the get-go
or at least glimpse the potential. A
wheezy start by Mr. Pegg precludes
this dramatic requirement.

It’s not all his fault. The blame of
a hit-or-miss script must be shared
with co-author Ian Michael Black.
And while David Schwimmer’s big
screen directorial debut isn’t en-
tirely without value, you wouldn’t
want to be aboard a commercial jet
manned by an inaugural endeavor
of similar merit. At least Run Fatboy
Run’s several nosedives aren’t le-
thal.

Pity is, this didn’t have to be a
washout. You almost see the would-
be humor trying to peek out from the
miasma. Several times you even be-
gin a titter, only to recede from a
laugh when the joke falters.

It’s especially true of the film’s
earlier portions, when poor produc-
tion standards, including clanky, am-
bient clutter on the soundtrack, dis-
tract us.

But the buck or, in this case, the
pound ultimately stops with Pegg.
His interpretation of an unambitious
security guard who earns the title
sobriquet when a fleeing, cross-
dressing shoplifter tauntingly yells
back, “Run fat boy run,” simply lacks
verve. This is hardly the Brit comic
whose novel antics flourished in
Shaun of the Dead (2004).

It all begins with the aforemen-
tioned flight from the scene of the
planned nuptials, the pregnant bride
looking on in disbelief and confu-
sion. What a cad. Next scene, it’s
five years hence, and the absconder
arrives at Libby’s digs for his weekly
visit with Jake, the little boy result of
that pregnancy. The goof-off’s sheep-
ishness with Libby says it all.

Yet, at this point, there’s no thought
of performing some great Herculean
act, a super-duper mea culpa to re-
gain Libby’s long lost respect. Jake
loves Daddy all the same. And Libby,
by all definitions a saint, wants her
boy to have a father. So, they’re

Run Fatboy Run:
Thin on Humor

stuck with him. But not us. As far as
we’re concerned, he isn’t even a par-
ticularly interesting idler.

Big deal, he’s damaged goods.
Who isn’t? You’d think they’d give
him some sort of redeeming quality.
But this guy has no talent and no
claim to our sympathy other than
that he’s a fellow human. He un-
eventfully splits his time among
work, an apartment where the rent is
perennially due and as resident ki-
bitzer at a friend’s gambling den.

But then, suddenly, because this
film is in as desperate need for an
epiphany as Fatboy, jealousy serves
as a life-changing stimulus. Libby
has met Whit, Dennis’s total oppo-
site, acted in splendidly obnoxious
fashion by Hank Azaria. The skinny
is, we begin rooting for Fatboy not
because he’s earned it, but because
of how much we truly dislike Whit.

This neatly inserted thorn in the
ego of the protagonist reminds of the
estimable negative energy Basil
Rathbone was often called upon to
create. We aren’t supposed to know
it right off, but we’ve seen enough
movies to surmise that, beneath the
veneer of Whit’s great job, terrific
physique and luxury apartment, the
dude is one really big jerk.

He is the modern-day Oil Can
Harry. Instead of twisting his mous-
tache and scheming to tie our damsel
to the train tracks, he aims to dazzle
her with a spin-doctor’s array of false
attributes…to have her mistake trust
and admiration for love. When he
makes a big deal of running mara-
thons for good causes, Dennis laces
up his sneaks. He’ll show ‘em all.

Expect the usual training se-
quences, replete with essence of hope
springing eternal, as well as an end-
less assortment of stumbling blocks
to the impossible dream. The big-
gest challenge, aside from his physi-
cal condition, is that he must repre-
sent a charity in order to enter the
race. Sponsorship from Erectile Dys-
function Awareness earns an easy
snicker.

Fatboy’s two coaches – a fat and
philosophical Pakistani landlord
(Harish Patel) and Dylan Moran as
his equally lazy best friend – do little
to address the film’s dearth of hilar-
ity. Which is fine if you plan to put
your funny bone on a diet. Other-
wise, the slim portions of humor
contained in Run Fatboy Run will
leave you starving for laughs.

* * *
Run Fatboy Run, rated PG-13, is a

Picturehouse Entertainment release
directed by David Schwimmer and
stars Simon Pegg, Thandie Newton
and Hank Azaria. Running time: 100
minutes.Acting Bug Will Hit

Westfield this Spring
WESTFIELD – The Contagious

Drama Workshop’s (CDW) spring
mini session will begin on April 23.

In addition to giving kids a taste of
CDW’s acting program, this session
addresses the lull in activity that some
kids may encounter after school shows
end.

CDW, the Westfield-based acting
school for children and teens, offers
classes in dramatic play, creative dra-
matics, improvisation and scene study.

During this season’s five-week mini
session, older students will have the
opportunity to work on cold read-
ings, monologues, character and story
development, in addition to the the-
atre games and improvisation that are
part of every class.

The younger students will enjoy a
variety of theatre games, puppet play
and improvisation. The five-week
session represents an opportunity for
students to get a taste of what goes on
in the full-length, 12-week sessions
offered in the fall and winter.

Kids can get more comfortable
getting in front of a group and ex-
pressing themselves. Students are
given lots of opportunity to think
both spontaneously and creatively
without worrying about being
“wrong.”

CDW is now accepting enrollment
for its spring mini session. Information
about CDW and this session are avail-
able at contagiousdrama.com or by
calling Beth Painter at (917) 836-3740.

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

Acting and Creative Dramatics 
(classes run April 23 - May 22)

• Private Coaching & Scout Badge 
programs available

• Classes held in Downtown 
Westfield, NJ

Set your creative spirit free . . .

Now enrolling for 5 week 
Spring Mini Session

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES FOR KIDS AND TEENS

Coffee With Conscience
Series Presents The Dalziels
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series continues
its eighth season by presenting Scott
and Michelle Dalziel. The concert
will take place at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street (corner of
North Avenue) in Westfield, on Sat-
urday, April 19.

The award-winning Ukelele Lady,
Victoria Vox, will open the show.
Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$16. Advance purchase of tickets is
recommended; to do so, go to
scottandmichelle.eventbrite.com.

All net proceeds from this evening’s
concert will be donated to the
Plainfield Chapter of Habitat for
Humanity.

The season will continue with
David Wilcox on May 17 and Small
Potatoes, a duo, on June 21.

The Dalziels met in 1997. They

found strong musical, harmonic and
songwriting chemistry, which led to
them combining forces and collabo-
rating.

The Dalziels describe their music
as “schizophrenic folk.” They dip
down into R & B, pop, jazz, country,
bluegrass and blues.

For more info about the Dalziels,
visit dalziel.net.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is a 10-show series run-
ning from September through June at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield that supports local chari-
ties.

For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert Se-
ries, the upcoming performance or
ways in which to get involved with the
series, visit coffeewithconscience.org,
call (908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail
to concerts4causes@aol.com. Volun-
teers are always appreciated.

Premiere Stages Announces
2008 Play Festival Finalists

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will continue its annual
Spring Readings today and tomor-
row, April 10 and 11, at 7:30 p.m.
each night in the University Center
Little Theatre, located on Kean’s
Central Campus at 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union.

The plays, selected from more than
350 submissions, will be given a pro-
fessional reading and will be consid-
ered for expanded development as
part of the Premiere Stages 2008 sum-
mer season.

The public is encouraged to ac-
tively engage in the new play devel-
opmental process. Evaluation forms
will be distributed, and patrons may
participate in post-reading dialogues
with the writers.

Today, at 7:30 p.m., The Big Tent
by Glen Merzer will be read. The

masters of spin seek an edge in the
no-hold-barred game of politics that
can be waged – and won – only under
The Big Tent.

Tomorrow night will feature the
showcasing of Madison by Guillermo
Reyes. James Madison battles a di-
vided delegation and a determined
widow in this comic romp that leads
the nation toward a more “perfect
union.”

The Premiere Spring Readings are
the catalyst for the Premiere Stages
Play Festival, whose mission is to
encourage and nurture emerging dra-
matists in New Jersey and the greater
metropolitan area.

Admission and parking for the Pre-
miere Spring Readings Series are free.
For more information, call (908) 737-
4092 or visit kean.edu/
premierestages.

Senior Artists Can Enter
Union County Art Show

COUNTY – Artists who are 60 years
of age and older, and currently residing
in Union County, are invited to exhibit
an original work of art completed within
the last three years in the annual Union
County Senior Art Show.

Entrants may be either amateurs/non-
professionals or professionals in status,
and they must submit an application by
June 2 to be eligible for the exhibit.

The Union County Senior Art Show,
which starts with an opening reception,
is held from mid-June to mid-July at the
enclosed atrium of the Elizabethtown
Gas Company, located at 1085 Morris
Avenue in Union.

Any person who meets at least two of
the following criteria is considered a
professional: sold the type of art en-
tered in the exhibition through com-
mercial channels, exhibited in a profes-
sional gallery and held a professional
membership in a guild or association.

Following are the 11 categories of
eligible work: oil, acrylic, watercolor,
pastel (includes chalk, charcoal and oil
pastel), print (includes etching, dry point
and intaglio), drawing (including pen-
cil, pen and ink), mixed media (in-
cludes collage), sculpture (designed in
three dimensions, carved or constructed
in any medium, abstract or figurative,
painted or unpainted), craft (no kits),
digital imagery (artwork generated or
altered using computer graphics soft-
ware, including digitally altered origi-
nal photographs) and photography.

Photos taken by digital camera should
be entered in the photography category,
unless they are digitally altered beyond
an outcome obtainable in a traditional
darkroom setting.

New for this year, hanging artwork,
craft and photos must be no more than

36 inches and no less than 11 inches in
height and width, including matting
and outside frame dimension.

Maximum measurement used to be
38 inches. Standing sculptures or 3-D
crafts may not exceed 18 inches in
height, width or depth, including the
base. Where necessary, pictures must
be protected with glass, Plexiglas, Mylar
or other clear material, and with screws
in the back ready for hanging. Plexiglas
is strongly recommended on pieces
over 24 inches.

Judged by three professional artists,
awards go to first, second, third place
and honorable mention winners in each
category. First-place winners in all cat-
egories go on to compete at the State
Senior Art Show, which takes place at
the Route 12 County Complex of
Hunterdon in Flemington in the fall.

Applications must be returned by
June 2. For an application, call the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at (908) 558-2550 or
e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

Fo
r 
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING / SUMMER SESSIONS FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

VACNJ Hosts Program
On ‘Starry Night’

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ) presents “Mid-
night Full of Stars,” part of the Guest
Curator Series. Sara Lynn Henry, Drew
University Professor Emeritus of Art
History, curates the exhibition.

“Midnight Full of Stars” explores
contemporary art’s interpretation of
Van Gogh’s “Starry Night.”

The opening reception will be held
tomorrow, Friday, April 11, from 6 to
8 p.m. VACNJ is located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit. For more informa-
tion, contact (908) 273-9121.


