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BRUNHOFER NETS 5, BENNETT, HOFFMAN 2 GOALS

Blue Devil Lax Girls Crunch
Clifton Lady Laxers, 11-4
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive firepower paid off as the
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team got scores from five different
players to crunch Clifton, 11-4 in
Westfield on April 4.

Senior Lauren Brunhofer led the 1-1
Blue Devils with five goals, while se-
niors Claire Bennett and Valerie Hoffman
got into the action with two goals each.
Not to be left out of the equation, seniors
Katherine Frega and Elizabeth McCarthy
each hit pay dirt once. Blue Devil goalie
Michelle Zaffuto proved confident and
solid in the cage and contributed four
saves. The Blue Devils took 30 shots on
goal and Clifton keeper Adriane Daley
made 15 saves. Ally Barnes and
Georgette Mbayed led Clifton with two
goals each.

The Blue Devils flowed into Clifton
turf, immediately found a weakness
on their left side where Brunhofer
fired in two sidearm shots within the
first two minutes. Hoffman then took
the ball from midfield, made several

fakes and rippled the net at 20:07 to
make the score, 3-0.

The Clifton laxers were set on their
heels and the Blue Devils took full
advantage with three straight goals.
Brunhofer broke the run with a goal
from 10-yards out, Hoffman flicked
the ball off the post, recovered it and
nailed a goal with 4:05 left, and Frega
with 1:55 remaining notched the sixth
goal ending the first half.

“After a tough opening loss, we
wanted to come out strong. Scoring
that first goal within the first minute
was great. It was invigorating and it
inspired us to maintain that tone the
rest of the game. After we scored a
few more goals, the offense became a
little more comfortable and we were
able to settle the ball down better,”
said Brunhofer.

The Blue Devils continued to move
the ball well against the zone early in
the second half. Twenty-one seconds
in, McCarthy scooped up the ball,
charged forward through a host of
defenders and fired in a goal. Clifton

regrouped and found pay dirt when
Barnes answered with back-to-back
goals to make the score, 7-2.

The Blue Devils returned the favor
with a goal from Bennett, who raced up
field and broke the run with a goal.
Seven minutes later, Brunhofer notched
her fourth and Bennett unloaded a
scorcher to put the Blue Devils up 10-
2. Brunhofer maintained intensive of-
fensive superiority and nailed her fifth
goal. Clifton’s Mbayed struck gold with
5:22 left then scored four minutes later
to close the scoring at, 11-4.

“The team on a whole worked very
cohesively. Every player knew what
their assignments were and they did it
very well,” said a jubilant Brunhofer
after the game. “Although most goals
were scored off quick transitions down
the field, the most rewarding goals
were after the completion of plays
that we have been practicing. It was
great to see all of our hard work pay
off and we hope to take the momen-
tum of this victory and use it through-
out the rest of the season.”

STEVENS-HAAS SETS WHS RECORD IN TRIPLE JUMP

Blue Devil Track Girls Topple
Blue Knights; Devil Boys Fall

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Claire Stevens-Haas
leapt 32’9” to set a Westfield High
School girls record in the triple jump
and, in addition to winning the pole
vault, she added another first, with a
leap of 15’9” in the long jump in the
Blue Devils’ 89-47 victory over
Irvington at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on April 1. The Blue Devil
boys battled illness and injury, but
came up short, 79-61.

The lady Blue Devils swept six
events. After Stevens-Haas, sopho-
more Kelly Irving with a leap of
15’4.5” and Casey Reimlinger at
15’2” finished the sweep in the long
jump. Lauren Bachman, Ariel Burns
and Brittany VanSickle swept 1-2-3
in the javelin. Irving, with a personal
record 1:02.7, Tessa Schaaf at 1:03.1
and Christina Obiajulu at 1:04.9 swept
the 400 meters.

Rose Driscoll, Lisa Nehring and
Becky Castaldo crossed 1-2-3 in the
800 meters with respective times of
2:33.6, 2:37.9 and 2:39.2. Nehring
led the sweep in the 1,600 with a time
of 5:32.6 followed by Driscoll at 5:38
and Shannon Murray at 5:48.5.
Murray at 12:59.2 led a sweep in the
3,200 followed by Megan Pulliam at
13:14.7 and Amanda Lowenstein at
13:18.8.

Stevens-Haas, a pole vault special-
ist who has cleared 10 feet, also placed
second in the 100-hurdles with a time
of 17.4.

“Claire is such an enthusiastic kid!
During the winter season we decided
that she should try another event,
since pole-vaulting opportunities are
so limited, and discovered she has a
talent in hurdles. So this spring we
decided to add jumping to her list and
she proved to have a talent here as
well. Her gymnastic background helps
her tremendously,” said Blue Devil
head Coach Jen Buccino. “In our dual
meet against Irvington, she broke the
school record in the triple jump and is
already less than a foot off of the long
jump record. During the winter sea-
son she set a new school record by
clearing 10' at the Group 4 Champi-
onships, which tied the outdoor pole
vault record, so I suspect that record
will be another for her to take this
season.”

Freshman Ashley Edwards,
Garfinkel, Castaldo and Obiajulu
crossed first in the 4x400 with a time
of 4:21.9. Obiajulu and Christie Ricci
both at 4’8” placed 2-3 in the high
jump. Schaaf took second in the 400-
hurdles at 1:09.9.

“Tessa Schaaf opened the season
even stronger than last year in the 400
hurdles,” added Buccino.

Edwards, who placed third in the
triple jump and the 200, and
Reimlinger placed 2-3 in the 100
meters. VanSickle took second in the
shot put and Burns took third in the
discus.

Irving’s and Edwards’ contributions
so far this season have already been

noticed by coach Buccino. “They have
kicked off the spring season right
where they left off this winter and
should have another impressive sea-
son, not only on the track, but also in
the long and triple jumps. They are
not far behind Stevens-Haas, and are
improving just as rapidly,” she said.

Bergo took top honors in the boys
long jump with a distance of 22’3.5”
followed by Malcolm Allen at 22
feet. Bergo placed second in the triple
jump with a distance of 44’9” fol-
lowed by Allen at 42’10”, and fin-
ished third in the 110-hurdles at 15.3.
Brandon Heroux won the javelin event
with a hefty toss of 183’8” and Pat
Gray took third at 123’6”.

Tim Woods at 11’6” led a sweep in
the pole vault with Dave Fishman at
10 feet and Kevin Yang at 9’6” fol-
lowing. Josh Einbinder crossed first
in the 800 at 2:02.1 and Andrew Flood
came in third at 2:03.9. Andrew Kirna
at 10:40 and Alex Tarlow at 10:58.2
finished 1-3 in the 3,200 meters. John
DiIorio and Paul Waksman placed 1-
3 in the shot put.

Ryan Scrudato and Tianyou Xu
placed 2-3 in the 1,600 with respec-
tive times of 4:48.3 and 4:48.9. Craig
Cognetti crossed second in the 400-
hurdles with a time of 60.9 and Todd
Saunders placed third in the 100
meters at 11.3 and third in the 200 at
23.1. Jorge Cuisana and John
McGory finished 2-3 in the discus
and Don deRojas took third in the
400 meters.

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
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10 N. Wickom  Drive Westfield, New Jersey  

Public Open House Sunday, April 13th 1:00—4:00PM 

Situated on a quiet winding street, this delightful Split surprises you with many marvelous 
features. A family room addition with skylights, numerous windows and  a wood burning 
stove opens to the updated kitchen. Charm abounds in the living room with handsome fire-
place with antique mantle and formal dining room. Welcoming your family, are three bed-
rooms on the second floor and a master suite on the third floor. A comfy den and ground  
floor laundry room, enhance this spacious interior. A warp-around deck, an expansive yard 
and superb plantings complete this ideal setting. Presented for $674,000. Dir: Rahway to 
Green Briar Court  to N. Wickom 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAVING A BIG DAY ON OFFENSE…Blue Devil senior first home player Lauren Brunhofer slicks past a defender just
before firing in a goal against Clifton. Brunhofer flicked in five goals as Westfield won, 11-4.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!
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SCOTCH PLAINS
Completely renovated 3 bedroom brick cape.  New
kitchen, paint, carpet, landscaping, windows, patio & drive.
Huge master.  WSF0144

Westfield 908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS
Adorable ranch in private setting surrounded by the
Watchung Reservation.  Eat-in kitchen, cac, 2fireplaces
& more.  WSF0038

Westfield 908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS
3 bedroom, 1.1 bath colonial. Eat-in kitchen, formal dining
room, living room, den and finished basement.  WSF0168

Westfield 908-233-5555

PLAINFIELD
Nestled in the heart of Netherwood Heights sitting on
an oversized lot this gracious CH colonial offers period
features.  WSF0935

Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Lots of updates. Move right in.Updated kitchen, windows,
boiler, newer baths, hardwood floors, 4bedrooms, 2baths
& more.  WSF0805

Westfield 908-233-5555

CLARK
Elegant 4 bedroom raised ranch on large beautiful lot.
Eat-in kitchen, 3baths, family room, living room fireplace
& more.  WSF0711

Westfield 908-233-5555

CLARK
4 bedroom, 3.1 bath colonial.  Family room fireplace, eat-
in kitchen, formal dining room, apprx 1000sq ft finished
basement.  WSF0897
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Spacious split level in a park-like setting. 4 bedrooms,

2.1 baths. Updates include roof, thermal windows,
electric.  WSF0020

Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
New construction colonial.  Kitchen with granite and
stainless, large family room with fireplace, 4 bedrooms
and much more.  WSF0303

Westfield 908-233-5555

MOUNTAINSIDE
Designed for today’s lifestyle.  Quality built home on

fabulous approximate 3/4 acre property.  WSF0090

Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Fabulous 4 bedroom, 3.1 bath colonial.  Conservatory,
gourmet kitchen, great room, master suite with walk-in

closets &more.  WSF0290

Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Exceptional renovated colonial radiating warmth &
ambiance. Approximate half acre in The Gardens.  6

bedrooms.  WSF0067

Westfield 908-233-5555

$389,000 $408,405 $459,000

$474,900 $535,000 $649,000

$664,500 $695,000 $712,500

$999,999 $1,559,000 $2,099,000


