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Blue Devil Golfers Eradicate
St. Benedict’s Prep, 156-229

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Softball Raiders Rally in 5th,
Sack Villa Walsh Vikings, 6-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

season, with the Lady Vikings com-
mitting one error and the Raiders
committing none. Viking shortstop
Kelly Bracken and Raider shortstop
Nicole Colineri demonstrated their
sure-handedness. Colineri prevented,
at least, a pair of runs in the top of the
fifth inning with a pair of back-to-
back stops.

“Their shortstop, you can just tell
is a confident player. She’s good with
everything she’s doing. Our short-
stop, I’ll go toe-to-toe with anyone. I
have every confidence in the world
with Nicole,” said coach Covert.

Nielsen, who was involved in six
putouts, covered three difficult bunts
well enough to make the putouts and
right fielder Rachel Parker made a
crucial basket catch to halt a Lady
Viking rally at two runs in the third
inning.

Raider pitcher Brianne Mahoney
(3 strikeouts, 3 walks) maintained
her velocity throughout the game,
while Viking pitcher Michele Taran-
tula (5 strikeouts, 0 walks) seemed to
waiver somewhat in the later innings.

“Brianne throws every day. She
throws in her basement at home,”
said coach Covert. “And she has all
these people behind her.”

Colineri, who scored twice, also
had had a pair of singles and an RBI
and Mahoney helped her cause with a
pair of singles and a run scored. Lead-
off hitter Kelly Cianciotta had an RBI
single and scored once, Katie
Cornacchia had an RBI sacrifice fly
and Parker scored once.

Viking leadoff hitter Bracken be-
gan the game with a triple to right and
later scored on Ally Grap’s single to
left. Bracken would draw walks in
her remaining three at bats. The Raid-

ers answered in the bottom of the first
when Colineri dropped a single over
first and scored on Goines’ triple to
left. Goines was waved on but got
nailed at home on a great relay.

“Goines is our clutch. I felt bad
because she hit that ball way out to
left. I sent her and she got thrown out.
We want to be aggressive on the bases
and we took that chance but I knew
she would come back swinging
again,” said coach Covert.

In the third, the Vikings took a 3-1
lead. Bracken walked, Katie Profaci
singled and moved to second on the
throw toward home and Grap rapped
a two-run single to center. In the fifth,
the Vikings had Bracken on second
and Colleen Cicciabeve on first with
one out. Colineri snagged a chopper
and fired to third to force Bracken
then she followed up with a diving
stop that prevented another run.

After Nielsen singled in the fifth,
Katherine DiNizo moved her to sec-
ond with a sacrifice bunt. Mahoney
looped a single that landed near sec-
ond base to set up a first-and-third
situation with one out. That started a
chain reaction of four straight first-
and-third situations where the runner
on first would steal second to draw
throws.

The Viking infield crept in. Parker’s
fading fly to right was dropped and
Nielsen scored. Cianciotta plopped
an RBI infield single near second,
Colineri dropped an RBI single in
right-center and Cornacchia lofted
her RBI sac fly to right. Colineri
added the fifth steal of the inning by
swiping third and Goines drilled her
RBI double to center.
Villa Walsh 102 000 0 3
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 050 x 6

Co-Captain Livolsi added, “So far,
I haven’t been shooting very good but
I am working at it. I like our team. Our
coach thinks we are one of the best
teams he’s ever seen. That’s saying a
lot, with our team when we were

freshmen (Westfield won the Tourna-
ment of Champions [TOC] in 2005).
I’m confident that we can win every-
thing except states we don’t know.
That’s our goal for this year. Win
TOC! I think we have a strong enough
team to do it.”

Before the Blue Devils consider
the TOC, they have a rugged sched-
ule ahead of them beginning with
highly ranked Princeton today, April
10, at Echo Lake. The Blue Devil
Invitational set for Monday, April 14,

features eight of the state’s toughest
teams – East Brunswick, Hunterdon
Central, River Dell, Bergen Catholic,
Allentown, Mainland, West Windsor-
Plainsboro South and Westfield.

“We have a deep team and can use

eight players. Hopefully our depth
will help us when we play some top
ranked teams,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach John Turnbull.

In order to win the TOC and
sectionals, the entire Blue Devil top
golfers must be on their game.

“Our sectionals, we play at Alpine.
We get to play there every year. Dan
and I have been playing there for
three years, so we know it pretty well.
I like our team. I like our chances this
year,” said LiVolsi.
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KRUEGER TO SEEK THIRD UCT TITLE

Raider Tennis Boys Look
To Make Things Happen

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ tennis team will have a
schedule loaded with stiff competi-
tion, however the Raiders’ season
looks to be a respectable one with five
of the six players returning.

“Leadership is a big quality of this
team. In this my first year of coach-
ing, I decided we would have all four
starting seniors as team captains. Ryan
Krueger, a county champion, Scott
Leyden, Mike Devisio and Ted

Rosenblatt will lead the team,” said
Raider Head Coach Gary Wasserman.
“As far as realistic goals are con-
cerned this year, I have very high
expectations. I’m looking for a one
hundred percent commitment from
these players. I’m on the court hands-
on, all day long with these guys, so if
they see a coach doing it, they can
emulate it that much easier.”

The Raiders will showcase first
singles player Krueger, who is ex-
pected to have to have a super strong
season. Krueger seized his second
straight Union County Tournament
last year, defeating outstanding Blue
Devil Ravi Netravali, 6-3, 7-5.

“He’s very smart. He’s been play-
ing a lot of sectional tournaments and
we’re expecting him to do very well,”
said coach Wasserman.

“The team’s goals are basically to
do well this year and keep our high
record like last year. I’m hoping to go
third time Union County champion
and go pretty far in states,” added
Krueger.

Layden will fill the second slot and
sophomore Dan Nizri, a second year
starter, will take the third singles spot.

“Scott is a very strong player but he
has emotional letdowns during a lot
of his matches where he is up real big,
then suddenly he has a letdown. He
has to be reminded to keep plugging
along but I’m looking for big things
with him,” said coach Wasserman.
“Nizri, I have been working with him
for a long time. He has changed his
game dramatically and has become
more of an offensive threat than just a

person who keeps the ball in play.”
Devisio and Rosenblatt have re-

turned at first doubles.
“Devizio and Rosenblatt have run

the tables. There’s lots of chemistry
there. They have worked together as
a team for the last three years and
know each other’s strengths and weak-
nesses. They’ll do very well,” said
coach Wasserman.

Two new faces on the court are
junior Eric Heinz and sophomore
Steve Bello who will start at second
doubles.

Coach Wasserman commented, “I
like what they do. Heinz is a very
strong volleyer as is Steve. They’re
playing a lot together but still have to
learn a little about each other before
they can really excel, but I’m looking
for good things with them.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR A STRONG SEASON…The Raider netmen look to be competi-
tive. Pictured, left to right, are: second singles player Scott Leyden, first doubles
players Mike Devisio and Ted Rosenblatt, and first singles player Ryan Krueger.
Head Coach Gary Wasserman is in the back.
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St. Bart’s to Hold Softball Player Draft
The St. Bartholomew Men’s Oldtimers Softball League separates itself

from other leagues in the area, by choosing new teams each year. This
method makes it easy to meet the 150 players, in what sometimes seems
more like a fraternity than a softball league. This year’s player draft will be
held on April 22 at 7 p.m. at the St. Bartholomew School Cafeteria, on the
lower level.

Sunday practices at LaGrande Park begin at 10 a.m. on April 13. The
practices are open to all St. Bart’s players, including rookies. For more
information about the league, please visit www.stbartssoftball.com.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEEING OFF…Veteran, junior Dave Pusar, is expected to be an asset to the Blue
Devils’ golf team this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COVERING FIRST…Raider second baseman Stephanie Goines covers first and
makes the putout on a bunt by Lady Viking Colleen Cicciabeve, No. 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL CO-CAPTAINS…Nick LiVolsi, left, and Dan Liebowitz have been
selected Blue Devil team captains.

Luxury Residences For Those 55-plus  

Winner of the Great American Main Street Award

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty 

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker   Office: (908) 233-5900
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com
Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which 
will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. 
This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change 
without notice.

THE SAVANNAH - DESIGNED BY JAMES WARD
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