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Blue Devils Rock
Cardinals, 16-2

Baseball Win over Cougars Is
Big Boost for Blue Devil Nine

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No joke! Westfield High School
baseball Head Coach Bob Brewster
has been quite pleased with his team’s
4-1 opening day victory over Cranford
on April Fools Day, not just with the
stellar performance of junior pitcher
Chris Jenkins, but with the overall
team performance.

“The place was packed with re-
porters. After the game, my father
said to me, ‘Holy Mackerel! This is
like a state championship, county fi-
nals all rolled into one.’ They (The
Star-Ledger) came out with the play-
ers to watch throughout the state.
There were three kids in that game,
who were players to watch,” said
coach Brewster. “But the shining star
was the guy, whose name wasn’t there,
Chris Jenkins.”

Jenkins threw 114 pitches, fanned
12 Cougars and walked only three in
his two-hit performance. Two of the
walks came in the sixth inning when
the Cougars scored their only run.

“Chris pitched a very strong ball
game. He was fired up and he pitched
very well. They (reporters) were here
and they saw him pitch against
Bayonne. I’m not sure if they realized
how hard the kid did throw,” said
Brewster. “I know there were a num-
ber of guns on him on Tuesday against
Cranford. Somebody told me they
had him as high as 94 in the game and
they had him consistently at 90 in the
seventh inning. When people are look-
ing at pitchers, one thing they are
looking at is arm strength. They will

put the gun on you for the first two
innings and then they will put the gun
on you at the end to see how much
you’ve lost. He was still throwing
about 90 mile an hour. Chris admitted
he felt tired at the end, so we will take
that to our advantage, get him run-
ning a little more and strengthen him
up a little bit.”

Although his bread and butter
pitches are fastballs, Jenkins did have
command of his off-speed pitches.

“He had one change-up he threw,
the kid swung and it seemed like a
second-and-a-half later the ball was
caught. When a guy is throwing a ball
that hard, you see the ball, you swing,”
said Brewster. “Then he threw a full-
count slider. You know he was on
because he struck 12 out and seven of
them were looking. Against a team
like Cranford, which is as good a
team around, it is a feather in his cap.”

The suggested players to watch were
Cougars, Andrew Ciencin and first
baseman Dan Moreno, and Blue Devil
catcher Justin Olsen. Ciencin lofted a

shallow fly ball to right
caught by second
baseman Mark Melino,
which allowed Rob
Colineri to score in the
bottom of the sixth, and
Moreno struck out to
end that inning.

“I think it was the
defensive play of the
game. I thought it was
a fly ball to (right
fielder A. J.) Murray
but the wind just
knocked it straight
down and Melino made
an over-the-shoulder
catch,” Brewster de-
scribed.

Olsen, however,
blasted a first-pitch
solo home run in the
second and rapped a
leadoff single to spark
a three-run surge in the
sixth. With Olsen and
Mike Cappiello on

base, Murray, a freshman, thumped a
two-run triple then Matt Isabella
tapped an RBI single.

“Justin hit an absolute line drive
over that fence,” said Brewster. “A.J.
Murray hit a line drive over the
leftfielder’s head. That opened up the
game for us and Matt came up with a
very, very timely hit.”

It appeared to be a matter of inter-
pretation as to how many hits the
Blue Devils had.

“We felt we had nine hits. There
was one hit in the hole and the third

baseman knocked it down on Justin
and had no play. Another one was hit
in the hole with Mike Mellilo. The
kid knocked the ball down and had no
play and the other one was a weird
play. The ball was hit off (Evan)
Einstein, a lefty batter, between third
and short,” said Brewster. Einstein
actually reached first but the Blue
Devil runner, who had already
rounded second, was nailed return-
ing to second.

Olsen’s command behind the plate
was, “probably the finest game he’s
played in high school. He didn’t throw
anybody out stealing but his calling of
pitches was probably the most supe-
rior effort out of him,” Brewster said.
“He used his head. We have a sign
where we signal to the pitcher just to
shake his head. It’s just a signal to say
‘shake your head.’ The batter’s now
looking for something that is not a
fastball and, with a guy who throws as
fast as him, the ball is by you. That’s
why we caught seven looking.”
Westfield 010 003 0 4
Cranford 000 001 0 1

TEBBETTS RAPS GAME WINNER, MATTHEW FANS 10

Blue Devils Rally in 7th, Top
Immaculata Softballers, 2-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Emily Tebbetts, the junior desig-
nated hitter was the main attraction
when she tripled in the tying run and
scored on a throwing error to give the
Westfield High School softball team a
2-1 victory over Immaculata in the
season opener in Westfield on April 2.

Junior right-hand pitcher Cyndil
Matthew, last year’s Union County
Softball Player of the Year, scattered
six hits, sat down 10 batters and walked
one. Spartan pitcher Kaitlyn Piazzolla
allowed one lone hit and finished with
14 strikeouts and three walks.

“We went with Cyndil today be-
cause she had the strongest outing in
scrimmages and certainly proved that
she’s going to be a pitcher to be reck-
oned with. She pitched a beautiful
game, kept them off balance and off
base for the most part,” said Westfield
Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “Piazzolla
pitched a great game and kept our
batters off balance. We looked un-
comfortable and tentative the first
time through. Second time, we looked
a little better and obviously the third
time, Tebbetts got the big hit she
needed to win the game.”

The Spartans scored a run a in the
top of the fourth inning with one out.
Piazzolla singled to right, Aeriele

Doering dropped in a single to right
center and Ashley Hartshorn laid
down a slow roller to load the pods. A
pickoff attempt to second went astray,
scoring Piazzolla from third.

“Immaculata put a little pressure
on us in that inning. We were going to
load up the bases but we made a
mistake and gave up the run. It was an
aggressive mistake but it’s not a mis-
take you’re going to make again. It’s
something that we will work to im-
prove on,” said coach Pignoli.

Westfield threatened in the bottom
of the fourth. Alex Pecora drew a
walk, Erin Scialabba successfully
moved Pecora to second and Mat-
thew intentionally walked. Then with
one out, Piazzolla fanned the next
batter and got the next batter to ground
out on a slow roller to third.

The Blue Devils seized a golden
opportunity in the bottom of the sev-
enth. Matthew was awarded her third
intentional pass. With one out,
Tebbetts ripped a shot that fell into
right center, aggressively rounded the
bases and slid safely into third as the
relay deflected off her as Matthew
scored the tying run. Tebbetts then
pranced across home plate with the
winning run.

“I’m looking for something that’s
right there, anything in the strike zone.

She gave it to me and I took it,” said
Tebbetts. “I saw the ball go over the
shortstop’s head, so I said, ‘oh good,
it’s in the outfield.’ I was expecting
nothing more than a double, but I
heard shouts of ‘go-go,’ so I kept on
going and slid into third. The ball hit
me on the thigh and I got to take my
base.”

“I didn’t know what spot I would
be playing but I was ready to pitch
and did my job. I relied mostly on the
fastball, hit all my spots and kept
them off their toes. They were not
biting the outside, so I kept on putting
it there. I kept up my pace and deter-
mined that I would not give up,” said
Matthew. “When I saw Emily make
contact, I don’t think I ever cheered
as much. I was really excited for her
and glad we got the win at the end.”

“I was very pleased with our de-
fense. Pecora made two outstanding
game-saving snags in right with
catches over the shoulder. Ariel Gale
was solid with a great play up the
middle and nicely snagged a pop-up.
Christine Feldbauer, behind the plate,
knocked the ball down, made two
solid throws to second on steal at-
tempts and ended up getting one of
them out,” said coach Pignoli.
Immaculata 000 100 0 1
Westfield 000 000 2 2

RBI double in the fourth. Mike Lanno
walked twice and scored twice in the
game and Matt Isabella scored once.

“I was pleased. Everybody got a
chance. Everybody swung the bat
well. I look at this. Every kid was
hitting the ball. I’m thinking in vari-
ous games, I’m going to give a variety
of kids chances and see what they can
do. A lot of the kids, who came off the
bench, got base hits. It keeps every-
body fresh. There might be a game
where we go eight, nine, ten innings
and we need a pinch hitter or backup
guys, who are ready to go. It’s just
like the pros. They got to work to
keep ready all the time. I try to do the
same thing with some of our kids,
who didn’t play all the time. In the
next game, we will do the same thing.
We will play some kids in different
spots,” said coach Brewster. “One of
the things I always preach is get the
bat on the ball. Get the ball in play!
Things happen!”

The Blue Devils will ramp up their
competition by hosting Livingston
this Saturday, April 12, followed by a
showdown with rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in Westfield on Monday,
April 14.
Plainfield 000 02 2
Westfield 285 1x 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIREBALLER…Blue Devil pitcher Chris Jenkins
struck out 12 Cougars in a seven-inning game, then he
fanned 10 Cardinals in four innings.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A BIG DAY FOR THE DESIGNATED HITTER…Blue Devil junior Emily Tebbetts slides safely into third base against
Immaculata. Tebbetts tripled and scored the winning run on a throwing error in the bottom of the seventh inning.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

FANWOOD CENTER HALL COLONIAL $569,000
A truly spectacular 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath Center Hall Colonial situated on a wooded knoll
overlooking a spacious professionally landscaped lot. This stately home features a magnificent
gourmet kitchen, formal dining room, an impressive beamed family room with a fireplace
leading out to a paver patio great for outdoor entertaining. The oversized 2 car garage opens
to a newly paved wide turn-around driveway. Central Air & gas heating. Great location, very
close to NYC train or bus.  MLS # 2490858

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/13  1-5PM $539,900

WESTFIELD CONDO $329,900SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNHOUSE $389,900

Imagine an affordable Westfield Colonial Cape tucked away on a 70 X 137 wooded cul-de-
sac lot. This charming, traditional brick 10 room, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bath home includes many
features. You will love the spacious finished basement with a large family room, recreation
room and new powder room, The home also includes a convenient large 1st floor Master
Bedroom, Formal Dining Room with a built-in corner china cabinet, Central Air Conditioning,
Oak Floors, matching Stainless Steel appliances, new replacement windows throughout and a
Home Warranty.  DIRECTIONS: Boulevard to Clifton to Beverly  MLS # 2494399

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Pristine 2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bath Townhouse located in the desirable Southwyck development.
Gourmet, granite kitchen, family room with a wood burning fireplace, formal dining room
and living rooms, grande loft perfect for den or exercise room. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac.
Enjoy the 24 hour security, pool and tennis court.  MLS # 2503667

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,569,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  MLS # 2488244

Welcome to this unique Condo in an award winning elevator building in the premier
community of Westfield. This 2nd floor one bedroom unit is freshly painted with new carpet
in the bedroom and a beautiful hardwood floor in the living room. Oversized windows, with
plantation shutters, flood this immaculate home with natural sunlight. The wood burning
fireplace in the living room radiates warmth on those cold winter days. All the appliances are
updated, including the washer and dryer in the unit. The living room and dining room each
feature beautiful ceiling fans. Just a short distance from the great shopping and dining in
downtown Westfield, this home is perfectly located for the NYC commuter. This home includes
an assigned parking spot in the heated underground garage.  MLS # 2489197

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $645,000
Welcome to a home where old world charm and modern amenities combine seamlessly. This
captivating 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial home has a beautiful kitchen with a farm sink, stainless
steel appliances and subway tile, new bathrooms, gleaming hardwood floors throughout, crown
molding and central air. Enjoy the professionally landscaped yard from a 2 tiered deck. Set on a
tranquil tree-lined street, yet moments from school, shops, parks and transportation. This home
is the perfect choice to call home...Make it yours today.  MLS # 2478631

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


