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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top WHS Catchers:
Olsen Joins the List

People used to refer to Southern
Cal as “Tailback U.” Both Alabama
and Penn State have been known as
“Linebacker U.” Tiny Miami Univer-
sity in Ohio is the “cradle of coaches.”

That got me to thinking, what is the
one position that is best identified
with WHS sports?

You could definitely make a really
strong case for several, including (and
I apologize in advance for any names
overlooked, or edited out to cut these
down to top 10s or 5s):

Running backs (Waring, Beane,
Dougherty, McGinley, Kovacs,
Kehler, Kelly, Woolfolk, Brand,
Giacone);

Linebackers (Turpin, McGinley,
Braun, Hendershott, Jackson, Zitch,
Kerr, McNally, Dowling, Daly);

Goalies, in field hockey (Rennicks,
Diemer, Carnevale), girls soccer (Wil-
liams, Nusse, Sinnenberg) and boys
soccer (Gillin, Brodo, Cutro,
O’Brien);

Pitchers, in baseball (List, Chlan,
Anderson, Tokash, Stember,
Knobloch, Factor, Stock, Infantino,
K. Williams), and softball (Bell,
Kasko, Dame, Saito, MacDonald);

Tennis players, both boys
(Richardson, Krakora, Robinson,
Shendell, Deer), and girls (Fromer,
Schmidt, Daaleman, Federici,
Kessler);

Divers (Clotworthy, Welch,
McCoy, Gass, Schaub, Mutz,
Schramm, Krakora, Posyton,
Frawley).

But the one position The Den feels
best represents WHS sports over the
years is the catcher position in base-
ball. While a good catcher is usually
critical to a team’s success, it’s dou-
bly important at WHS. Why? Be-
cause since 1962, when WHS moved
its games from Tamaques 2 to Edison
Junior High School, the importance
of a good catcher has been magnified,
given the space between home plate
and the backstop. And almost all of
the top catchers were also outstand-
ing hitters.

Here are the players, starting in
1900 and where names were avail-
able, who have worn the “tools of
ignorance” at WHS:

1900-19: Brown (1900), Clark and
Harris (1901), R. Browne (1909), Pete

Hunt (1910), Elliott (1912), H. Bourne
(1914-5), Leo Marenghi (1914, 1916),
Ray Welch and Watkins Murphy
(1917), Ed Moore (1918), Tack Wil-
son and Art Corbett (1919);

1920s: Ernie Winter (1920), Elmer
Chattin (1921-22), Charles Wilson
(1923), Joe Pollack (1924-25), Vance
(1925), Jim Conway (1926), Walt
Edmonds (1927), Ray Harcombe
(1927-30);

1930s: Lee Waring (1931), Dom
Urciuoli (1932-33), Frank Ketcham
(1933), Al Long (1934), Dan
Goodfriend (1935-36), George Hess
(1937), Myers (1937), Ed Quinn
(1938), Sal Zollo and Harland Miller
(1939), Bill Evans (1938, 1940);

1940s: Jack Loeffler (1941-42),
Red MacCloskey (1943-44), Bobby
Dougherty (1945-46), Ed Rochat
(1947), Dave Townley (1948-50);

1950s: Dave Anderson (1950-51),
George Van Hart (1952), Art Horner
(1953), Nino Carnevale (1954-55),
Don Wright (1956), Pete Wilday
(1957-58), Jeff Torborg (1957-59);

1960s: Dick Myers (1960-62),
Charlie Widmer (1962-64), Jeff Bauer
(1965), Ed Down (1966-67), Bob
Brewster (1967-68), Scott Gillin
(1969-70);

1970s: Bill Napier (1971), Kurt
Stiefken (1972), Ira Thorne (1973),
John Salomone (1973-74), Scott
Jones and Bruce Jester (1975), Jamie
Vavoulis (1976), Bob Hearon (1977-
78), Bob Bell (1979);

1980s: Andy Biggs (1980), Chris
Drabin and Tom Ripperger (1981),
Roger Brewster (1982-83), Dan
Grasso (1984), Chris Masterson
(1985-87), J.J. McKeon and Charlie
Ott (1988), Doug Sheldon (1989);

1990s: Ken Voorhees (1990), Chris
Battiloro and Paul Diemer (1991),
Seth Coren and Dan Higgins (1992-
93), Ron Nobile (1994), Craig
Tinervin (1994-95), Bill Hedden
(1996-97), Dave Koye (1998), Brian
Flynn (1999-2000);

2000s: Josh Ludlum (2001-02),
Mike Murray (2003-06), Justin Olsen
(2007-08).

The most famous of the group would
be Jeff Torborg, who went on to catch
10 years in the major leagues after
earning All-America honors at Rutgers.
Interestingly, the latest in the line is

Justin Olsen, who has already signed
to play collegiately at Rutgers.

And guys like Harcombe,
Goodfriend, Evans, Dougherty,
Townley, Myers, Widmer, Brewster,
Gillin, Hearon, Masterson, Tinervin,
Flynn, Ludlum and Murray would all
qualify as elite catchers.

Add Justin Olsen’s name to that
list. But for fate, the 6-foot-2, 200-
pound senior would be a three-year
starting catcher. Olsen’s sophomore
year, however, was also the senior
year of Murray, arguably the best
player in school history, a four-year
catcher and No. 3 hitter. So Olsen
handled right field that year. (Ironi-
cally, Murray’s younger brother A.J.
is a freshman this year and currently
plays right field, with a switch to
catcher expected for the following
three springs.)

“I enjoyed it in right field,” Olsen
said. “It was tough to adjust to it at
first, but I got the hang of it and
started to have fun learning a new
position.”

Olsen was born in London but his
family soon moved to Westfield in
1993. He has basically been a catcher
since his Little League days, under
coaches like Ray Connery and
Umberto Vall-Llobera.

“I also pitched back in Little
League, but that stopped once I moved
to the bigger field,” he said.

Olsen hit .420 as a sophomore and
.413 last spring. After batting third
last spring, Olsen is hitting cleanup
this year, behind sweet-swinging Evan
Shapiro. And, while Olsen hit a home
run on the first pitch he saw in the
opening-day win at Cranford, he
knows that being Westfield’s catcher
is his main responsibility.

“I’m well aware of WHS’s amaz-
ing tradition of producing outstand-
ing catchers,” he said. “Coach Brew
does a good job getting the catchers
in shape and teaching us new aspects
of the game. You have to have to be a
good catcher with the (deep) back-
stop we have at our field.”

It’s sort of an Olsen family tradition,
too. Justin’s grandfather Harry was a
catcher, and older sister Jillian (’06)
was a two-year softball catcher at WHS
and is currently a “retired” sophomore
at The College of New Jersey.

But talk of Little League days and
traditions will have to be put aside for
the next few months, as Olsen and his
teammates tend to the business of
playing baseball. WHS won its 12th
Union County Tournament champi-
onship (and eighth under coach Bob
Brewster, an all-county catcher at
WHS) during Olsen’s sophomore
year, and last year’s season ended
with a sectional final loss to Edison,
just three wins short of what would’ve
been the school’s first state baseball
crown.

As far as his main goals for senior
year, Olsen came right to the point.

“To win states and win the county
tournament again,” Olsen said.

SOFTBALL, TOO
OK, you could also make a good

case for the tradition of outstanding
softball catchers at WHS, starting with
Hall of Famer Chris Diemer (1978-
80), and then through Wendy Walbert
(1982-84), Kim Kumpf (1987-90),
Amy Korchak (1992-93), Taryn
McKenna (1994-95), Susan Phillips
(1997-99), Tara Dowling (2000-02),
Lauren Musacchia (2003-04), Jillian
Olsen (2005-06) and currently Kate
Kiefer (2007-08).

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
To avoid trouble, breathe through

the nose — it keeps the mouth shut.
TAKE A VOWEL

Temple once had a basketball player
named Bill Mlkvy, who scored 73
points in a game against Wilkes. The
fourth pick in the 1952 NBA Draft,
Mlkvy was known as “The Owl With-

out a Vowel.”
On the other end of that spectrum

we present the opening day infield
for the WHS baseball team, also
known as the “All-Names Ending In
a Vowel Infield” – Mike Cappiello on
first, Mark Melino at second, Mike
Melillo at short and Matt Isabella at
third (with Shapiro at designated hit-
ter).

“UNICO would be proud of our
infield,” coach Bob Brewster said.

Ironically, a mere 40 springs ago
Brewster was the catcher on WHS’s
famed “All-Glasses Infield,” which
included pitcher Frank Tokash, first
baseman Tom Schaible, second
baseman Richie Papaccio, third
baseman Jim Ohaus and shortstop
Larry Inkster.

LIST-LESS
With the recent in-prison death of

mass murderer John List, is there any
chance that the (not related to John)
List brothers, Dawson (’52), a former
WHS football captain/retired doctor,
and Bob (’55), a record-setting lefty
pitcher, will be the Lists people talk
about when the words Westfield and
List come up in the conversation at a
cocktail party or on a Google search?

ROOSEVELT vs. EDISON
The students and faculty of

Roosevelt Intermediate School will
take on the students and faculty of
Edison Intermediate School in the
first Roosevelt/Edison Charity Vol-
leyball Classic on Wednesday, April
23, at 7 p.m. in the WHS varsity gym.

The event, which will hopefully
become an annual event, is sponsored
by the Westfield Jaycees to help raise
money for the Westfield Jaycees
Scholarship Foundation, which pro-
vides scholarship money to qualified
WHS seniors.

In addition to raising money, one of
the obvious benefits would be the
return of the one-time rivalry between
Roosevelt and Edison junior high
schools back in the ’50s and early
’60s. Plus it’s a chance to get a large
local crowd together and show its
town/school spirit, while seeing some
of your favorite teachers, like WHS
swim coaches Jeff Knight and Brooke
Smith, and WHS wrestling coach
Glen Kurz, competing.

The winning school will receive a
plaque that can be displayed in its
trophy case. Refreshments will be
sold and prizes awarded.

Tickets are $5 in advance and $7 at
the door. For tickets or information,
call Brian Fitzpatrick at 908.400.1797
or go to www.westfieldjaycees.com.

NOBODY ASKED, BUT …
We’re once again going to start

beating the drums to have Tamaques
4 named Robert Turner Memorial
Field, in memory of the late coach of
the Westfield Merchants. Got a re-
cent email from Scott Gillin, who
played catcher for Robert and the
Merchants in the early ’70s, and he
said their games were played on T-4.
So somebody tell me who do I see
about setting the wheels in motion to
honor Robert Turner?

IN PASSING
John Mavraganis passed away on

March 25 after a long battle with
cancer. John’s sons, Pete (’65) and
Ted (’71), were outstanding basket-
ball players at WHS.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Emily Tebbetts.
The junior designated player broke
up a no-hitter in the bottom of the
seventh with an RBI triple, then scored
on an overthrow to lead WHS to a 2-
1 softball victory over Immaculata.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
plaints, comments and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Emily Tebbetts

Softball

Blue Devil Boys Get Second
At Kearny Track Relays

Watchung Hills Warriors Top
SPF Raider Baseballers, 6-3

Seniors Adam Bergo and Malcolm
Allen took top honors in the long
jump with a combined distance of
41’9.75” to lead the Westfield High
School boys track & field team to
second place in Division 2 with a
total of 45 at the Kearny Relays on
April 5 in Kearny. Morristown won
the team title with a total of 68 and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed eighth
with 21 points.

Bergo and Mike Wikander placed
second in the team high jump with a
height of 11’8”. Bergo, Jhakyse Wil-
liams, Mike Mathews and Craig
Cognetti placed fourth in the 4x200
with a time of 1:34.6. Bergo then
teamed with Cognetti and Donny
deRojas to grab fourth in the inter-
mediate hurdles with a time of 3:10.3.

Blue Devils Alex Tarlow, Andrew
Flood, Patrick Gray and Josh
Einbinder placed second in the 4x800
with a time of 8:19.3. Mike Weinberg,
Manny Mills, Gerard Pierre and
Flood finished second in the sprint
medley at 3:48.6. Einbinder, Patrick
Gray, Tarlow and Tianyou Xu fin-
ished fourth in the distance medley
with a time of 11:19.5. Dan
Markowski and Tim Woods grabbed
fourth in the pole vault with a height
of 22 feet.

Raiders Mike Alleman and Jason
Boff won the discus event with a

distance of 273’6”. Alleman and
company placed second in the shot
put with a distance of 102’1”. The
Raiders also tied for fourth in the
high jump with a clearance of 11’4”.

The Raider girls placed sixth in
their division with a total of 33 and
the Blue Devil girls placed eighth
with 23 points. Blue Devils Tessa
Schaaf, Rose Driscoll, Lisa Nehring
and Cat Cognetti crossed second in
the 4x800 with a time of 10:02.4 and
the Raiders finished sixth at 10:30.4.

The Raiders took third in the 4x400
with a time of 4:15.6 and fourth in
the sprint medley with a time of
4:29.9. Blue Devils Aileen Grogan
(800), Cognetti (400), Driscoll
(1200) and Nehring (1600) finished
third in the distance medley relay
with a time of 13:22.7, while the
Raiders finished sixth at 13:52.8.

Blue Devils Crista Ricci and Chris-
tina Obiajulu tied for fourth in the
high jump with a height of 9’4” and
the Raiders tied for fifth at 9’2”.
Raiders Carlaya Jones and Erin Rossi
took sixth in the shot put with a
distance of 63’1”

The Raiders took fifth in the long
jump with a distance of 28’8.25”
followed by Blue Devils Claire
Stevens-Haas and Kelly Irving at
28’7.25. The Raider also placed sixth
in the discus at 162’5”.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team dropped a 6-3
decision to Watchung Hills on April
2 in Warren. The Warriors, who to-
taled eight hits, improved to 2-0,
while the Raiders, who had six hits,
slipped to 0-1.

The Raiders scored a run in the
third inning when Joe D’Annunzio
hit a double to drive in Marcus Rivera.
The other two runs were scored in
the seventh when D’Annunzio
blasted a home run with Tom Hercel
aboard.

The Raiders’ defense committed
two errors. Will Hubbard pitched
three and two-thirds innings and
yielded five walks, six hits and five

runs. Warrior Jesse Ross pitched all
seven innings and had eight strikeouts
and three walks.

The Warriors scored three runs in
the first. Brian Macellara doubled,
Ross reached safely on an error at
third and Patrick Doyle walked.
Christian Spurr drilled a two-run
double and Doyle scored on a sacri-
fice fly.

Two more Warriors scored in the
fourth. After a leadoff triple,
Macellara whacked an RBI double
and was later caught stealing. Ross
doubled and scored on Doyle’s
double. In the sixth, Travis Zilg
singled, advanced on Ross’s double
and scored on Doyle’s sac fly.

JOHN ASLANIAN

Redefining Real Estate 

Coldwell Banker 

908.347-2042 ~cell 
John.Aslanian@CBmoves.com 
www.JohnAslanian.com 

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090  

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Sparkling 4 Bed 2 Bath Cape with curb appeal, a bright neutral décor and a Colonial 
feel. Highlights include CAC, Living Room w/fireplace, formal Dining Room w/
sliders to deck, and spacious Master Suite w/private bath. Very special location 
offers close proximity to all of Cranford’s downtown amenities yet has a park-like 
ambiance, with the picturesque river just across the street.       Offered for $479,000

100 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, CRANFORD

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.  

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

“You Gotta Have Faith”
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Westfield . . . A colonial that brings back memories of a by-gone era: wide
porch, high ceilings, French Doors, beautiful woodwork, & magnificent
windows! This authentic 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Arts and Crafts Colonial is an
architectural masterpiece, rich in detail & drenched in History. This home
was carefully updated, keeping true period details, throughout the house. The
Kitchen is highlighted by Crown Point cabinetry and top of the line appliances.
Set on a picturesque lot, this handsome Colonial is just a short distance to the
charming downtown and NYC Transportation.  New Price - $759,900.

Cranford . . . Charming simplicity . . .Conveniently located near NYC
transportation and downtown Cranford this 3 Bedroom Colonial is something
special. The inviting Living Room has a beautiful fireplace and plenty of
room for large parties! Gracious entertaining will be yours in this formal
Dining Room with beautiful wood floors and crown molding. Wonderfully
updated, the kitchen is bright and cheery! Maple cabinetry, newer appliances,
and granite counter tops are some of the terrific features this eat-in kitchen
offers. Offered at $549,900.

Fanwood . . . Wonderful charm and detail are found throughout this beautiful
Colonial. An inviting floor plan includes 3 bedrooms and 1.5 baths. The
lovely living room is highlighted by a brick fireplace and crown molding. A
gorgeous stained glass window in the formal dining room creates an
atmosphere, perfect for fine dining. The inside of the home was recently
painted and all the wood floors have been beautifully refinished. Situated
on large lot this home is ideally located to Fanwood’s downtown and
transportation.  Just Listed - $424,500.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 4/13/08 • 1-4pm
10 West Holly Street


