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TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2008 RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP

A permit is required at a cost of $80.00.  The amount of material placed at the
curbside cannot exceed 750 pounds per permit.  More than one permit can be
obtained.  The permit fees must be paid for at the time of registration.  Each
registrant will be issued a sticker to be placed on the most prominent object placed
at the curbside.  Neighbors may share a permit, but all material must be placed at
the address of the designated permit holder.  Permit fees shall be non-
refundable.

Registration by Mail

Permits may be obtained by mail or downloaded from the Town website at
www.westfieldnj.gov provided the applications are postmarked no later than
May 23. Residents are to complete the Registration Application and mail it along
with a check payable to “Town of Westfield” to the Public Works
Department, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ  07090.  Permits and
decals will be mailed back to the resident. Checks only will be accepted.
Registrants should have a general idea of what they will be placing at curbside
when they purchase the permit to determine whether they will need more than one
permit.

In Person Registration

Permits may also be obtained in person at the Westfield Public Works Center, 959
North Avenue, West. Residents are to complete the registration application and
bring it to the above address along with a check or money order payable to the
Town of  Westfield.  Cash will not be accepted.  Permits will be sold in
accordance with, and not after, the following schedule:

Wards 3, 4, 1 & 2

Mon. - Fri. May 5 - 9 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tues. Evening May 6 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 12 - 16 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tues. Evening May 13 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 19 - 23 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tues. Evening May 20 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Tues. – Thurs. May 27 - 29 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 4, 1 & 2 only

Mon. – Thurs. June 2 – 5 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 1 & 2 only

Mon. - Thurs. June 9 - 12 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ward 2 only

Mon. - Thurs. June 16 - 19 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

SPRING 2008 COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Collection of materials will be made BY WARD according to the following schedule
during the month of June. If you are unsure what ward you reside in, please call
the DPW at 908-789-4100 ext. 600.  For more information on the Town’s permit
based cleanup program, please call: 908-789-4100 extension 600 or visit the Town
Website at www.westfieldnj.gov

Ward #3 June 2 - 6

Ward #4 June 9 - 13

Ward #1 June 16 - 20

Ward #2 June 23 - 27

     Kenneth B. Marsh
     Town Engineer

Letters to the Editor

Westfielders‘Get What They Pay For’;
Resident Seeks Support for Budget

Law Student Asks WF
Vote ‘Yes’ on Budget
If your readers have seen Legally

Blonde or The Paper Chase, they can
picture the misery of the first year of law
school. Luckily, my first moment of awe
as a law student did not occur while
getting drilled by a scary professor. In-
stead it was when a professor had to stop
to teach fellow law students a writing
technique that my ninth-grade English
teacher molded into our adolescent brains
by October. That was just one of many
moments when I have realized how fortu-
nate I was to grow up in the Westfield
school system and the community of edu-
cated citizens who supported it.

Another thing that surprised me in law
school was learning that United States
Constitution does not guarantee each child
a right to education, like it promises us the
right to free speech or the right to vote.
The earliest leaders of our country set up
education so that individual people in
individual towns have the voice – the say
in how our country values education,
children and our nation’s future. They left
it up to each individual in Westfield to get
in the car, drive to the polls and vote “yes”
to support a budget that provides for the
diverse needs and inspirations of so many
different types of children.

I hope that, on April 15, each person in
Westfield makes the right choice for them-
selves – for their own children or their
home values – as well as the right choice
as a citizen of the United States. Please
approve the school budget.

Meghan Hely, WHS ‘98
Boston College Law School ‘08

Mountainside Resident Throws
Support to Carolyn Williams for BOE
All members of the Mountainside

Board of Education (BOE) get involved
in policymaking, planning, monitoring
and evaluation of their school districts.
We each have the opportunity to choose
people to represent our towns with our
personal votes on April 15.

For Mountainside, we need to set ex-
plicit priorities as a board that benefit the
school district and make sure that each
member of the board and the community
is aware of these priorities. I would rec-
ommend your vote be cast for Carolyn
Williams for the BOE. She brings to the
board a longstanding commitment to edu-
cation and excellence in her activities.
Through home schooling, the Newcom-
ers board, to volunteering and being presi-
dent of the PTA for these last two years,
along with teaching Sunday school, she
demonstrates her continued passion for
working with children, community mem-
bers and administrators in ways that ben-
efit adults and children.

She has also reached out to the commu-
nity, connecting with people of all gen-
erations, offering her talents with photo
preservation. Through this home-based
business and PTA involvement, she con-
tinually gains experience in balancing
budgets and juggling financial needs ver-
sus wants.

Carolyn has always demonstrated in-
tegrity and a high desire to understand all
sides of an issue. I believe she will give
careful consideration to all concerns
brought by individuals and special inter-
ests. I know she will strive sincerely to
build better relationships and work as a
team with one another on the board, and
will be available to objectively listen to
parents, teachers, administrators and the
community.

Let us together use our votes to elect
Carolyn Williams to the Mountainside
Board of Education.

Donna Klein
Mountainside

More than ever, we need to support our
Westfield public schools and, on April
15, vote “yes” for the budget. Times are
tough: Gas prices continue to rise, war
rages in Iraq, we hear talk of recession,
and we still have not seen property tax
relief. Unfortunately, as citizens, there’s
not much we can do to control these
external forces. One thing we cannot do,
however, is let these “tough times” defeat
the school budget.

Most of us moved to Westfield because
it is a beautiful town that has a good
school system. In a world where the nightly
news speaks of record foreclosures, our
homes have basically held their value.
The reason for this stability is that
Westfield has an excellent school system,
supported by citizens who recognize the
importance of community and education.

Regardless of whether you have kids in
school, every homeowner realizes the
benefit of the Westfield school system in
our relatively high property values.

As taxpayers, what do we get for our
money?

We are recognized as having some of
the highest rated schools in the New Jer-
sey. We get the satisfaction of knowing
that our WHS graduates will continue
their studies at many of the top schools in
the nation. We feel the pride of knowing
that our athletic teams continue to win
state championships. We can boast that
our high school newspaper has won pres-
tigious awards year after year. We find
satisfaction that our fine-arts department
has received repeated accolades.

In short, we get what we pay for.
Westfield has a fine school system be-
cause we dedicate the resources neces-
sary to make our school system work and

maintain its outstanding reputation in
academics, the arts and athletics.

Don’t get me wrong, I am not 100
percent happy with the budget. In fact, I
am dead set against the elimination of the
Student Assistance Counselor (SAC) po-
sition and the impact of that budget cut on
the Peer Leadership program. I feel the
SAC provides essential support to the
middle-school population and that the
elimination of the SAC position is a mis-
take. I am also concerned that this impor-
tant decision was made with little, if any,
public dialogue. I hope that the board will
be open-minded to a continued discus-
sion regarding ways to maintain the SAC
position and the Peer leadership program.

Are we frustrated with rising taxes?
Absolutely. Is the budget perfect? No.
However, a vote against the school bud-
get is not the way to address our frustra-
tions. If the budget is defeated, the board
of education and the town council will be
required to slash many core programs.
This year, for the first time in recent
memory, the BOE has had to cut staff. If
the budget is defeated, the staff cuts will
only be deeper, and many of our valued
programs – those programs that make the
difference in Westfield education, such
as technology, athletics, fine arts, an in-
novative curriculum – will be jeopar-
dized.

In summmary, I will vote “yes” for the
budget because, as a citizen in this com-
munity and a parent with children in the
school system, I recognize that the school
budget is a priority and is not something
that can be neglected. I hope you will join
me in supporting our schools on April 15.

Kathleen McLeod Caminiti
Westfield

Ticketing to Make Up For State Aid
Cuts is Counter to Police Purpose

Last week’s edition of The Westfield
Leader carried a letter from Pamela
Orbach, who wants to promote a safe
driving campaign in Westfield, with en-
forcement by “serious ticketing.” I’m sure
most would agree that drivers who fla-
grantly commit serious traffic violations,
such as running stop signs and red lights,
deserve to be punished to the fullest ex-
tent of the law. However, Ms. Orbach
also suggests that one benefit of serious
ticketing would be to help the town gen-
erate some extra revenue to help make up
for the cutbacks in state aid.

If we are going to seriously use the
police to help generate revenue for the
town by cracking down on traffic viola-
tions, the possibilities are endless.

The town could install surveillance
cameras on every lamppost and telephone
pole. The cameras could record the li-
cense plate numbers of every car that
passes, and perhaps could even peek in-
side to detect violations, such as not using
a seatbelt or talking on a cell phone.
Tickets would of course be mailed auto-
matically to the car’s registered owner,
whether or not the owner was actually
operating the vehicle.

And now that the state wants teen driv-
ers with provisional licenses to place a
decal on their cars to alert police, the
revenue-generating possibilities become
even more juicy. I’ll bet a good surveil-
lance camera could catch teen drivers
committing any number of offenses, in-
cluding driving with more than one other
passenger and being out after hours.

While protecting town residents against
serious traffic offenders is a legitimate
police function, using the cops to help the
town generate revenue is not. How many
of us have never exceeded the speed limit,
even by one mph? How many of us have
not turned on our headlights when it starts
raining or have neglected to use seatbelts
when running local errands?

If you say, “The law is the law, and if
you break the law you deserve to get a
ticket,” then you ought to be very com-
fortable living in a surveillance society
where your every move is monitored and
every misstep is punished.

Let the police do their job by protecting
us from dangerous drivers who can truly
bring harm to others. But having a cop,
real or virtual, on every street corner
ready to pounce at every transgression is
undesirable. A recent news item pointed
out that, in America today, one out of

every 100 adults is behind bars. That’s
not something we should be proud of. We
have become a society where there are
literally millions of pages of laws that
describe all sorts of illegal behavior. Be-
ing a 100 percent law-abiding citizen is
becoming almost impossible.

So, let’s use the police to nail the truly
reckless drivers who are a menace to
others. But let’s not allow our fear of
unsafe roadways to turn everyone else
into a lawbreaker.

Robert Pinheiro
Westfield

Reader: Never Assume That List’s
Sin ‘Is Greater Than God’s Mercy’

The clever carton-type drawing in the
April 3 edition of The Westfield Leader
showing John List entering a special EZ-
PASS gate to hell, with black-robed Sa-
tan looking on, made me think about that
question – especially at this Easter season
of Christians’ celebration of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.

Surely, John List’s entry into hell, eter-
nal death, is what justice in this world
and, according to almost any world view,
would say he deserves. And yet, I have to
hold open the strong possibility that he
isn’t there and won’t be.

Why? Because the Easter message is
that we can have what we don’t deserve –
a glorious eternal life with God, instead of
death, through confession of our sins be-
fore God and sharing, through no merit of
our own, in Jesus’ resurrection of eternal
life through baptism, confirmation and
life here on earth as his disciples in and
through his Blessed Sacrament.

What was John List’s record on this?
Shortly after his capture in the ‘90s and his
incarceration in Newark, Pastor Paul
Kritsch of Redeemer Lutheran Church
shared with us in a Sunday school adult
class that he had visited List in prison. I
remember Pastor Kritsch as saying (in a
way that betrayed no pastoral confidences):
“I asked John, ‘Do you realize the (terrible,
sorrowful) impact of what you did had on
people?”’ And pastor continued, “As I
looked at John, his shirt was wet with

tears.” Believing in Christ and saving Gos-
pel as I do, I would have to say that List did
receive God’s full forgiveness for his hei-
nous acts – if he genuinely confessed and
repented of those before God, and asked
for forgiveness in the blessed name of
Jesus. On the cross, the Savior paid the
price for all of our sins – so that an ‘EZ-
PASS’ to hell would not be needed.

In a homily at Mass in Fall of ’07,
Father Donald Cialone, Parochial Vicar
of the Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity
in Westfield, stated, “Our greatest sin is
believing that our sin is greater than God’s
mercy.” In application of this truth as we
view others, let us never assume and
judge that John List’s sin, heinous though
it was, is greater than God’s mercy.

Timothy Burke
Westfield

SSG Tim Henshall (WHS’78) sent thse photos from Iraq. See letter on page 4.

Editor’s Note: We were unable to print
all of the letters this week. As appli-
cable, they will be printed next week.


