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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---
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Westfield, NJ 07090
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Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Resident Prefers ‘Professional’ Approach
Of Coronato to Democrats’ ‘Divisiveness’

American Soldier in Iraq Commends
Paper on LTC Tim Whalen’s Article

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato has
finally done what the editorial staff of this
publication should have done a long time
ago. She has called the antics of Council-
man Kevin Glover just that and put into
perspective how absurd his posturing on
the municipal budget has been.

For the last year and a half, this paper
has given what has essentially amounted
to a weekly column to Democratic leader
Dick Samuel and/or his one mouthpiece
on the [Scotch Plains] Township Coun-
cil, Kevin Glover, so that they can spew
an unrelenting, unsubstantiated and divi-
sive political propaganda against the
mayor, the other township council mem-
bers, the municipal manager, township
employees and even township volunteers.

I have lived in Scotch Plains for 20
years and have come to expect politically
slanted comments coming from local can-
didates and their respective parties during
what has been called “silly season.” His-
torically, this occurs for just a few short
weeks prior to Election Day, and in Scotch

Plains, it is thankfully only every other
year.

By contrast, ever since Councilman
Kevin Glover took office, he and his
cohort Dick Samuel have been in con-
stant campaign mode and have made the
public discourse surrounding our local
government as ugly as it has ever has
been. While some might commend this
publication’s policy on its interpretation
of free speech as it pertains to its letters
policy, I feel they have ignored their
responsibility to call into question the
unprecedented and inflammatory nature
of the Samuel/Glover era.

Once again, I commend the well-re-
spected, always professional, senior mem-
ber of our township council, Paulette
Coronato, for finally deciding that she
had enough of Mr. Glover and Mr.
Samuel’s weekly diatribes and irrespon-
sible position pieces, and for coming for-
ward to speak out strongly on the matter.

Marc Ginsberg
Scotch Plains

[It was] great to read LTC Tim Whalen’s
accurate account in The Westfield Leader
[March 13 edition] on the war here in Iraq
and his report on the progress Coalition
Forces are making here.

When [I’m] not outside the ‘wire,’
running missions — as team leader of a
Fort Dix-based Airborne Civil Affairs
army reserve unit, helping to enable small
Iraqi farming towns and villages as they
seek to restore essential water, electricity
and education services in the face of the
improved security situation — it’s nice to
check in to your website and read this
type of story in a small-town newspaper.

My father was buried in Fairview Cem-
etery [in Westfield] a few days after 9/11.
My family is scattered throughout New
Jersey and Pennsylvania; [I live] in
Blairstown, up in Warren County.

I’ve forwarded a couple of photos taken
this past month, March 2008 (see page 5):

1) Standing at a school where an AQI
(Al Qaida in Iraq) RPG (rocket-propelled
grenade) found its target. Thanks to US
Army Civil Affairs, this bombed-out
school will get rebuilt in 2008 with Iraq
government funds.

2) A U.S. Infantry foot patrol through
palm groves is en route to a village assess-
ment in an Iraq Province northeast of
Bagdad.

3) It’s amazing what a beanie baby,
crayons and a coloring book did for this
innocent five-year-old girl, who lost her
left arm in the hostilities.

Great job and continued success.

SSG Tim Henshall (WHS’78)
FOB Warhorse, Iraq

Riegel Seeks Support on April 15
For 2008-2009 Westfield School Budget

County Government is
‘No Longer Relevant’
Sell the Turnpike, increase tolls, merge

small towns and close state parks? What
is going on in Trenton? Why not reduce
waste and eliminate redundant services?

County government is an archaic sys-
tem that is no longer relevant. Most of the
services provided by the county are dupli-
cated at the state or township level. Why
have town police, county police and state
police? Do we need town road depart-
ments and county road departments? Why
does the state and county both need a
prison system? The list of duplicate func-
tions is staggering.

Impossible to achieve? Not at all. As
recently as 1960, Connecticut eliminated
county government. Throughout New
England, counties function as much as
judicial court districts do. Most govern-
ment power below the state level is in the
hands of towns and cities.

This is simple cost-saving solution that
has been proven effective in New En-
gland; there is no reason why we cannot
make it work here in New Jersey.

James Neville
Springfield

On April 15, I hope the community will
show its support for our schools by voting
for the 2008-2009 Westfield school dis-
trict budget. More than ever, your vote
can help preserve the curricular and ex-
tra-curricular programs that are so impor-
tant to our students and their families.

We made hard choices and numerous
reductions to present the community with
an acceptable tax increase in light of our
financial challenges. Ultimately, we cut
$840,000 from the initial proposal. We
eliminated 17 positions, postponed most
new initiatives and reduced or kept flat
almost every department/school budget.
We also contained costs by switching
health-insurance carriers, reducing en-
ergy usage and negotiating salary in-
creases below county and state averages.

If the budget gets defeated, the town
council will make cuts. No one knows
how much the council would determine is
needed to reflect voter sentiment, but
valuable programs at all grade levels could
be lost. Since personnel costs comprise
the majority of our budget, the only way
to cut major dollar amounts is by elimi-
nating positions.

What’s at risk? Class sizes would in-
crease with fewer teachers. Foreign lan-
guages and electives could be cancelled,
and counselors could be reduced. Sports
teams, musicals and activities from All-
City Music to safety patrol to Model U.N.
could be eliminated. By successfully pass-
ing the budget, the community can pre-
vent these cuts.

Last December, many residents helped
us fight Trenton to get more state aid, or
at least get our fair share. We appreciated
this support; although, we only received a

minimal increase. Unfortunately, less state
aid puts more burden on local taxpayers,
especially unwelcome in the current eco-
nomic environment. Since January, we
met almost weekly to make careful deci-
sions about spending our limited funds,
mindful of the impact on taxes.

Our priorities in developing this bud-
get were controlling costs and retaining
the core programs that meet student needs.
Make your priority to vote “Yes” for the
budget on April 15 to preserve the pro-
grams that you and your children value in
our schools.

Anne Riegel, Finance Chair
Westfield Board of Education

Wisler: A ‘Yes’ Vote for Westfield
Schools is a Vote for Safer Driving

Vote ‘Yes’ for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Schools

I encourage my fellow citizens to vote
on Tuesday, April 15, in support of the
proposed school budget. We Americans
are privileged to elect our Presidential
candidates this year. Voting in local elec-
tions is another hard-won right, even if it
doesn’t grab national headlines.

This budget meets the curriculum re-
quirements, prudent fiscal management,
contractual obligations and more. It con-
tinues programs that educate more than
5,000 students of wonderfully diverse
abilities and ideas. Above all, it fits under
the state cap, despite higher utilities, in-
surance and other costs.

On Tuesday, April 15, between 2 and 9
p.m., please vote and support our school
budget.

Barbara Cronenberger
Scotch Plains

A ‘Yes’ Vote Helps
Schools Run Efficiently

I would like to encourage parents, fami-
lies and individuals to take a few minutes
to vote “yes” for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school budget on April 15.

I had the opportunity to see the budget
presented on April 2 and was impressed.
When faced with a difficult task to make
the budget fiscally responsible, the board
of education has maintained class sizes,
made reductions as far away from the
classroom as possible and continues to
look for ways to be smart about spending
our tax dollars. Other than maintaining
current programs this year, the only new
spending in the budget is for the purchase
of new, needed textbooks for students.

There is no other election in which
your vote matters more — or impacts you
as close to home. During the board’s
presentation, I was especially struck by
the realization that because the budget is
very much a tight one, if it should fail,
there’s nothing that can be cut that won’t
impact directly on the classroom.

Please join me (and take your kids) at
the polls on April 15 to vote “yes” to keep
our schools operating efficiently, eco-
nomically and excellently.

Susan Johnson
Scotch Plains

Voting ‘Yes’ on Budget Insures That
Quality Of Education Will Not Change

Westfield Parent Teachers Council
Asks for ‘Yes’ Vote on Tuesday

As a concerned citizen of Scotch Plains,
I am writing to urge everyone to vote in
the upcoming School Budget Election on
April 15. If you have been following the
school board budget process this year,
you will find a very non-controversial
budget.

The board and the administration have,
once again, made some tough spending
decisions and have been frugal this year.
In addition, all candidates are running in
uncontested elections.

My fear is that many people will not be

motivated to get out and vote in favor of
the budget. Remember, the budget needs
“yes” votes to pass.

We need to get up and out on April 15
between the hours of 2 and 9 pm. Take the
time to support the district budget. That is
the way to insure that the quality of our
children’s education does not change,
class sizes remain as they are, and all
programs remain intact.

Lorraine Staniec,
Scotch Plains

I am writing this letter to encourage
voters to vote “Yes” for the [Westfield]
school budget on Tuesday, April 15.

This community rallied behind an im-
portant health and safety issue for all young
people, asking the BOE to put classroom
driver’s education into the high school
curriculum. Automobile accidents are the
number-one cause of death for teenagers
and are, therefore, a vital health issue.

Our board has answered the commu-
nity positively and, in the fall, will offer
driver education at the high school. Resi-
dents will enjoy safer roads, and families
will find their new drivers qualify for

better insurance rates. Now, in order to
implement this program, we must vote
‘Yes’ for the budget.

Education affects everyone – from the
young child learning to read to the senior
citizen visiting a publicly educated doc-
tor to new drivers safely following the
rules of the road. Our community benefits
when education is advanced.

Let’s drive home this important pro-
gram. Join me and vote “Yes” for
Westfield schools.

Merry Wisler
Westfield

We are writing to remind the Westfield
community of the upcoming school bud-
get election on Tuesday, April 15, and to
ask that you take time to get out and vote.

As a district that prides itself on the
success of our schools, it is imperative
that we show our support for the budget.
We have set high standards for education
in Westfield and need to ensure that this
continues.

This year’s budget brings many chal-
lenges, mainly from the minimal 2-per-
cent increase in state aid and the state’s
continued under-funding of pension and
special-education costs. To deal with these
challenges, the school district was able to
come up with a budget that retains core
programs, meets student needs and main-
tains class sizes. The board of education
did make cuts of $840,000 from the initial

2008-2009 school budget through reduc-
tions and cost-containment measures.

If the budget is defeated on April 15,
further reductions can affect class sizes at
all grade levels, fine-arts performances,
athletics, advanced placement courses,
extra-curricular activities and additional
personnel, including teachers. Voting to
support the budget protects the programs
that are so important to our students and
their families.

As parent leaders in our community,
we urge you to vote “Yes” on April 15.
Every vote counts.

Westfield Parent Teacher Council
Joann Spera, President

Cindy Morgan, V.P.
Cindy Bansky, Treasurer
Ruth Maloney Corr. Sec.

Cathy Kattak Rec. Sec.

Getting the Thugs Off the Streets
Perhaps you heard the helicopters buzzing over

the area last Thursday. There was a major police
action a few miles away. We applaud the roundup of
91 street gang criminals last Thursday in Plainfield
by State Police, Plainfield police and the Union
County Prosecutors office. The police have done
their job, now it’s the court system’s turn to throw the
book at them.

The work is by no means done, and more sweeping
actions are likely in Plainfield and other towns
plagued in the county — and similarly for towns in
nearby counties. This was good police work, with
months of undercover investigation. We congratu-
late and thank the police officers.

Perhaps this is a start where our neighbors in
Plainfield can begin to feel safe walking their streets,
free of fear from these thugs. It’s something we take
for granted in our towns. It’s about time they have

similar freedoms and security.
Thugs come in many forms. The criminal trial of ex-

Newark Mayor Sharpe James enters its final phase as
federal prosecutors make their closing arguments. We
smell a rat. The word on the street is he’s going to
walk; if so, it is a travesty, in our opinion, that will
further shake the confidence of the public in our
justice system. A few hundred thousand dollars for a
snappy lawyer seems to be all it takes.

Regardless of the outcome or the justice of the
matter, the lawyers always get paid. Too often, the
lawyers collect from public money – your money,
our money.

We hope we are wrong. The police and prosecu-
tors have done their job, now it’s the court system’s
turn to throw the book at him.

They’re robbing us blind. It’s time to get all the
thugs off the street.

McNamaras Thank
WF Community

Liam’s Room and the McNamara fam-
ily want to thank each and every person
who came out to support the events to
benefit Liam’s Room this past weekend.
All of our expectations were exceeded by
leaps and bounds due in large part to all of
the donors, committee members, volun-
teers and participants.

Although Sunday at Tamaques Park was
a bit colder than expected, the turnout and
support was heartwarming. Our initial goal
was to raise $50,000 toward the creation of
the first Liam’s Room at Overlook Hospi-
tal. Thanks to the boundless generosity of
the Westfield community, we not only
reached, but also almost doubled our goal.

We are so touched by how many people
have rallied around us and the cause behind
Liam’s Room  [liamsroom.org].We cannot
put into words our gratitude and apprecia-
tion. We look forward to seeing everyone at
future Liam’s Room fund raising events,
and seeing Liam’s Room become a reality.

Peter and Lisa McNamara
Westfield

Which Is Better – Free Speech,
Silence or Stifled Information?

Some officials and candidates choose to express their
views by writing regularly to you in letters to the editor.
Others almost never write or they use surrogates.

Scotch Plains Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover,
who recently announced his candidacy for mayor, chooses to
write often. Scotch Plains Democratic Chairman Dick
Samuel, who announced that he will run for council, chooses
to write nearly every week. There has been some criticism
about this, but is the criticism about the frequency of their
writing or of their views and their manner of expression?

Our longstanding policy is to provide space every week in
our newspapers for local officials and candidates for office to
express their views to you. This holds true year-round. Is this
a questionable policy?

We congratulate those who do write, and we’re concerned
about others who choose not to write.

In stark contrast to candidates for mayor, council, Legis-
lature and Congress, those seeking election to boards of
education (BOE) almost never write to you. This silence
continues when they become elected to the boards. They
leave the letter writing to PTA organizations (which we
welcome).

We congratulate Anne Riegel of the Westfield BOE for
being the only elected education official from the area to
write to you in our newspapers. See her letter on this page.
Carolyn Williams of Mountainside is the only BOE candi-
date from any of the local towns to have written since the
campaigns began.

During the year and the regular course of business, some
BOEs find it bothersome when the public requests infor-
mation. The public is entitled to this information by law. It’s
the board’s obligation to provide it – not a favor that they
bestow.

In Mountainside BOE’s case, we requested public infor-
mation concerning the budgets for the last five years
because of confusion over the numbers. A copy of the
yearly legal notice filed by them – two pages that are readily
available and simple to provide, or so we thought – was
requested. Rather than providing this, the Mountainside
public school system required us to file an official Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) request.

It’s been more than a week since, and we still haven’t been
provided the information. Information such as this is sup-

posed to be provided immediately by government when the
public requests it. Is there something wrong when compli-
ance with a simple request can’t be made? We believe the
Mountainside community would be better served if informa-
tion from the BOE to the public were free flowing – as is the
spirit, if not the letter, of the law.

It’s a treat dealing with most local governments and
boards, such as in Westfield, Garwood, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, on such matters. Cranford provided us clear and
complete information over the phone recently when our
reporter called.

So, the prolific letter writing comes from candidates and
elected officials of municipal government (not BOEs), and
occurs mostly during “silly season” – the time from Labor
Day to Election Day in November. We find this interesting
and believe it to be democracy in action; admittedly, though,
it is sometimes amusing.

The 2008 municipal election campaign in Scotch Plains
seems like it’s been going on since the beginning of 2007.
In the last 15 months, this newspaper has been provided
with letters, at the rate of almost one per week, from Mr.
Samuel and Mr. Glover. Many of their letters have been
critical of the mayor and council opponents – sometimes
critical, too, of the township staff.

We’ve been asked a few of times over the past year why
we continue to publish Mr. Samuel’s letters, being accused
of providing him with a weekly forum. Some believe the
negative tone has been destructive.

So, which is better – free speech and a clear flow of
information from government or censored speech and
being given only the information government believes to
be properly massaged?

In our view, it’s our job to publish without stifling speech
or censoring information. The public is certainly smart
enough to do the judging.

As to whether the letters from Mr. Samuel and Mr.
Glover have had positive effects on Scotch Plains, in our
view, they have been vitriolic at times. We’ll leave the final
judgment to you.

As to whether the lack of letters from members of boards
of education has been a disservice to the communities, in
our view, we think so. We’ll leave the final judgment to you,
also.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scoria – The slag or refuse left after

the metal has been smelted from the ore
2. Olecranon – The part of the ulna

projecting beyond the elbow joint
3. Cierge – A wax candle
4. Borgat – The rock trout of California

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CHYME
1. Soreness in the eyes
2. Muddy, slimy
3. A loud clanging noise
4. Partly digested food

SPOFFLE
1. To worry about small things or trifles
2. To annoy, torment or delay
3. Corn meal, mush
4. To wobble or walk in a swaying

manner
LIPHAEMIA

1. Blood deficiency
2. Alcohol poisoning
3. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
4. Yellow fever

MANAVELINS
1. In anatomy, an involuntary muscle

contraction
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. Leftovers; odds and ends
4. A dispute or skirmish

Corzine is Using Scare
Tactics, Lienhard Says
The threat to close or reduce services in

our state parks is another scare tactic from
Governor Jon Corzine. We have state
employees who are getting multiple pen-
sions and multiple medical benefits from
jobs that require little or no work.

The Legislature, acting like Santa Claus
giving out presents, buys votes by giving
districts “Christmas Tree” spending for pet
projects. No-show jobs and no-bid contracts
are outrageous, and the list goes on and on.

For someone who claimed to be a leader
and financial expert, Gov. Corzine is a
failure. I believe the closing of state parks
is just part of a plan to scare the public, so
they will support his plan to monetize the
Garden State Parkway and NJ Turnpike,
so he can raise the tolls 800 percent and go
on a spending spree.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
See more letters on pages 5 and 18


