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Green Calls for Resignation
Of Muhlenberg Chairman

County Prisoners Now Being
Sent to East Orange General

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Prisoners at the
Union County jail in Elizabeth are
now being sent to East Orange Gen-
eral Hospital for non-emergency
medical care, as a part of the county
jail’s cost-reduction initiative, Direc-
tor of Corrections Brian Riordan told
the board of chosen freeholders last
Thursday.

Mr. Riordan, who replaced acting
Director Gary Hilton in February, has
been looking to reduce overall costs
such as overtime and medical expen-
ditures. He said inmates were previ-
ously treated at Trinitas Hospital, just
down the street from the jail. The
county incurred a daily cost of $1,000
per inmate because the hospital did
not have a secure floor dedicated to
prisoners. Mr. Riordan said East Or-
ange General has such an arrange-
ment with the Essex County Depart-
ment of Corrections for its county
jail.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the cost would drop to
$350 per day, per inmate to treat
prisoners at East Orange General.
The hospital can hold up to 15 Union
County inmates at a time.

Essex County assumes custody of
the inmates from the Union County
jail while they are being treated at
East Orange General, he said, and
transfers custody back to Union
County when they are picked up to
return to the Union County jail.

“It’s working out well so far,” Mr.
Riordan said.

Union County inmates will still be
treated at Trinitas for emergencies.

The jail director said the county
lockup would soon undergo “major
construction projects” such as refur-

bishing the kitchen. During the con-
struction, inmates’ meals will come
from the Essex County Corrections
Department. In addition, showers at
the Union County jail will be reno-
vated.

In other business, County Manager
George Devanney announced that he
visited with Congressional members
in Washington, D.C., to seek $1.5
million in federal grants for the
county’s Route 22 pedestrian shuttle
that was initiated last October.

He said $500,000 is being sought
to construct bus shelters along the
Union-Springfield route used for the
shuttle buses. Another $ 1 million is
being requested for sidewalks along
both the eastbound and westbound
sides of Route 22 for passengers us-
ing the shuttle.

“It has been a very positive pro-
gram for the county,” said Al Faella,
director of parks and community re-
newal.

The board of chosen freeholders
will vote tonight to accept a
$102,495 Job Access Reverse Com-
mute grant from New Jersey Transit
to help fund the program. An equal
match by the county is required to
receive the funding. Mr. Guzzo said
the state’s Department of Transpor-
tation would provide an additional
$280,000.

Mr. Guzzo said the county now has
funding in place to continue the pilot
program “at least through the end of
the year.” He said the program aver-
ages 175 passengers daily.

“I’m glad we have been able to get
some money. I think it has been a
success so far,” Mr. Guzzo said.

When asked if the county wanted
to make the program permanent, Mr.
Devanney responded, “Absolutely.”

PLAINFIELD – State Assembly-
man Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield)
has called for the immediate resigna-
tion of Muhlenberg Regional Medi-
cal Center Board of Directors Chair-
man Ronald West, citing the
chairman’s “unwillingness” to work
with elected officials and members of
the public in ongoing efforts to keep
the hospital open.

“Chairman West’s indifferent atti-
tude towards the health and wellbeing
of Muhlenberg Regional and the
people it serves, and his continued
refusal to be an active part of commu-
nity discussions to save the hospital,
leave no other alternative than to ask
for his immediate resignation,” Mr.
Green said.

Mr. Green sent a letter requesting
Mr. West’s resignation to John
McGee, president and CEO of Solaris
Health System, Muhlenberg
Regional’s parent company. In the
letter, Mr. Green cited Mr. West’s
“repeated non-involvement” as one
of the primary reasons for his re-
moval.

“We held rallies, we created a com-
munity task force, we did everything
we could think of to show our sincere
interest in saving the hospital,” Mr.
Green said. “Yet, despite our con-
tinuing efforts, Mr. West never once
met with us to allay public concerns
or explain the hospital’s position to
the public.”

According to a press release from

Mr. Green, “this lack of involvement
helped to spread distrust and misin-
formation throughout the communi-
ties that Muhlenberg Regional
serves.” To counter this, the Assem-
blyman contended that a member of
the public, “who has been invested in
the preservation of the hospital needs
to be appointed.”

“The public needs someone they
can trust, someone they know will
fight for their best interests,” Mr.
Green said.

To that end, Mr. Green has sug-
gested replacing Mr. West with both
Plainfield Mayor Sharon Robinson-
Briggs and Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, mayor of the Borough of
Fanwood.

“Both women are active partici-
pants in the fight to save the hospital
and are vocal members of the public
task force [Mr. Green] created in Feb-
ruary to monitor Muhlenberg Re-
gional, to ensure that essential
healthcare services continue to be
met,” according to the press release.

Muhlenberg is a 396-bed, acute-care
facility that provides inpatient and out-
patient services in all major medical
specialties. Plainfield’s largest em-
ployer, the hospital retains a staff of
more than 1,100 employees, 350 affili-
ated physicians and more than 600
auxiliary staffers and volunteers.

Due to continued operating deficits,
Solaris attempted to sell Muhlenberg
Regional in November 2007. In Feb-
ruary, after four months “and no seri-
ous offers,” the press release stated,
Solaris announced that it would be
downsizing the hospital, starting with
its acute-care facility.

In March, Muhlenberg officials filed
for closure with the state Department
of Health and Senior Services.

“Residents of the greater Plainfield
area need to know someone is fight-
ing for them to keep Muhlenberg
Regional open,” Mr. Green said. “I
am confident that with new leader-
ship, we can find a way to keep the
hospital open to patients.”

Glover, Samuel Announce
Runs for Mayor, Council

Campaign Release, SP Mayor, Council

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Councilman Kevin Glover and Rich-
ard Samuel, both Democrats, have
announced their candidacies for the
mayor of Scotch Plains and township
council, respectively.

Declaring that “we can make a posi-
tive change in people’s lives within
our community and that it begins
with new leadership,” Mr. Glover
pledged he would remain focused on
“fiscal responsibility” and address-
ing the needs of all our citizens.

“These are difficult times, and our
township and nation faces difficult
challenges. As the council liaison to
the Senior Citizen Committee, I spoke
directly to active seniors who also
want control of our ever-increasing
taxes and a government who supports
their needs. Our municipal govern-
ment needs to change by charting a
new course from the business-as-usual
management style that has resulted in
ever-increasing spending over the past
10 years, producing an increase of
approximately 45 percent on the
municipal portion of our property
taxes,” Mr. Glover said.

Mr. Samuel, a longtime Scotch
Plains resident and chairman of the
Scotch Plains Democratic Commit-
tee, said he is “advocate of open,
transparent and approachable gov-
ernment.” He has been president of
both the JCC and Jewish Federation,
is active in the Scotch Plains–
Fanwood chapter of UNICO National
and presently serves as its attorney.
Mr. Samuel is also a longtime mem-
ber of Congregation Beth Israel of
Scotch Plains.

An attorney, he said he has “do-
nated his legal skills and talents to

advocate issues of public interest.”
Both Mr. Glover and Mr. Samuel

pledged to serve “the interests of all the
citizens of the township, beginning with
stabilizing our municipal taxes.”

Stender Amasses Over
$1 Million War Chest
Democrat Linda Stender, a candi-

date for Congress in New Jersey’s 7th
District, has announced she has raised
nearly $1,040,000 for the cycle and
$430,000 in the first quarter of 2008.
As of March 31, Mrs. Stender, a state
assemblywoman in the 22nd legisla-
tive district, had $840,000 cash on
hand.

“I’m proud to have received such
overwhelming support for our cam-
paign for change,” Mrs. Stender said.
“The people of New Jersey’s 7th Dis-
trict have sent a message that they’re
tired of the failed policies of the Bush
Administration and want real, lasting
change. In Congress, I’ll work to move
our country forward and back on the
right track. This election is about
creating more good-paying jobs and
stabilizing our economy; bringing our
troops home from Iraq and demand-
ing timetables for withdrawal within
a year; providing every American
access to quality, affordable
healthcare and developing a real na-
tional energy policy that ends our
dependence on foreign oil and brings
down gas prices.

“It’s because of those issues — real
issues that matter to real people here
in New Jersey — that I remain fo-
cused on securing the resources and
building the organization needed to
win in November.”

Kate Whitman Takes Part
In First Tele-Town Meeting

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Kate Whitman, Republican candi-
date for Congress in New Jersey’s
7th Congressional District, discussed
her “6 Point Plan” during a district-
wide “Tele-Town Hall meeting” last
week.

Ms. Whitman opened the meeting
by sharing her plans for “lowering
taxes, ending wasteful government
‘earmark’ spending and requiring
100-percent transparency and ac-
countability from our elected offi-
cials.

“When I get to Congress, priority
number one will be to put taxpayers,
families and seniors first,” she said.

Over the course of one hour, ap-
proximately 4,000 taxpayers joined
the candidate via phone, asking ques-
tions on issues of importance to them,
including, “out-of-control taxes, ille-

gal immigration, energy indepen-
dence and the Iraq War.” Ms. Whitman
spent an hour talking about her plans
and solutions, including “a balanced-
budget amendment, eliminating the
death tax, building the [border] fence
and fully funding our troops.”

She also talked about “100 percent
guaranteed Social Security benefits
and providing affordable healthcare
for all our families.”

As the meeting drew to a close, Ms.
Whitman said, “I want to thank all of
you for joining me tonight. The fu-
ture of our country is too important to
not discuss these critical issues, and I
greatly appreciate your time and
thoughts. I invite you to join my ef-
forts to return fiscal restraint and con-
servatism to Congress and put you,
the taxpayers, first.”

LET THE CAMPAIGN BEGIN…Scotch Plains Democrats gather for the an-
nouncement of the their mayoral candidate, Councilman Kevin Glover, center, and
council candidate, Richard Samuel, the party’s chairman, right of Mr. Glover.
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