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POLICE BLOTTER

SPOT SNARED...Spot, the three-foot -ong alligator, was captured last Thursday
in Plainfield during State Police and Plainfield Police raids to arrest 91 street
thugs. Also seized were $18,000 in cash, a dozen handguns, bulletproof vests, a
stun gun, heroin, cocaine and marijuana.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE FIRST PITCH...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr share duties in throwing out the first pitch Saturday during the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association league opening.
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Family Convicted for Bilking
WF Man, 88, of Savings

ELIZABETH – Richard Garcia,
26, and his mother, Janet Garcia, 53,
have been sentenced by State Supe-
rior Court Judge Stuart Peim to three
years in state prison each for bilking
an elderly Westfield man out of his
life savings. They also made restitu-
tion of $120,000 prior to the sentenc-
ing, according to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. Lucia Heinz, 23,
Richard Garcia’s girlfriend, will be
sentenced on Friday, April 18.

The defendants all reside on
Pennington Street in Elizabeth. Janet
Garcia pled guilty to conspiracy to
commit theft. Richard Garcia and
Lucia Heinz, pled guilty to two counts
of theft while Janet Garcia’s daugh-
ter, Jacqueline Garcia, was also im-
plicated in the crimes. She will have
to forfeit her position as a dispatcher
for the Elizabeth Fire Department
and will be barred from public em-
ployment for life.

Stephen Bogart, 89, was a cus-
tomer of Richard Garcia, who is a
barber and the current owner of Jer-
sey Cutz Barber Shop on South Av-
enue in Westfield. In the spring of
2006, authorities said Richard Garcia
befriended Mr. Bogart and offered to
run errands for him. Assistant Pros-

ecutor Anne Rubin said Mr. Garcia
took advantage of Mr. Bogart’s fail-
ing eye sight by offering to pay Mr.
Bogart’s bills. But, in reality, Richard
Garcia wrote the checks out to him-
self, his mother and to cash.

Janet Garcia had Mr. Bogart give
her power of attorney over his affairs
and proceeded to transfer $225,000
to Richard Garcia’s account and
$11,000 to her own.

Authorities said the thefts came to
light in February 2007 when Helen
Rentoulis, the owner of Vicki’s Diner
in Westfield, noticed that Mr. Bogart
had stopped coming into the diner for
his customary two meals a day. She
also recalled that Mr. Bogart had told
her that Richard Garcia was helping
him with his bills. Ms. Rentoulis then
called the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

A search warrant of the Garcias
home turned up bank documents be-
longing to the Garcias and to Mr.
Bogart, as well as Mr. Bogart’s wallet
and jewelry, authorities said. A legal
guardian was appointed for Mr.
Bogart as a result of the investigation.

Mr. Bogart is a lifelong resident of
Westfield and once served as the
town’s tax collector.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALKING POLITICS...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, candidate for
Congress in the Seventh District, left, talks with former Mayor Joan Papen and
Paul Malool, right, during a fundraiser in Scotch Plains Monday evening.

tures of $15,865,990.
Voters will decide which two of the

three candidates should fill open seats
on the Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation (BOE). Lauren Emblad, the
daughter of current board member
Carmine Venes; Cathy Jakositz; and
Carolyn Williams are vying for the
two seats. Incumbents John Perrin,
BOE president, and Scot Worswick
are not seeking re-election.

Ms. Emblad was raised in
Mountainside and attended both
Beechwood and Deerfield schools.
In 1988, she graduated from
Jonathan Dayton High School in
Springfield, where high school stu-
dents living in Mountainside were
routed at that time. She has a
bachelor’s degree in psychology
with a minor in public administra-
tion and a master’s degree in behav-
ioral and organizational psychol-
ogy, both from Kean University.
She is certified in student personnel
services, kindergarten to grade 8
elementary teaching, and as a sub-
stance awareness coordinator.

Ms. Jakositz works part-time as a
special education teacher. She grew
up in Union where she attended Catho-
lic school and later graduated from
Union High School in 1983. She has
a bachelor’s degree in teacher of the
handicapped, a master’s degree in
administration and supervision from
Kean University and graduate degrees
in school counseling and as a Learn-
ing Disability Teacher Consultant
(LDTC), qualifying her to work on a
child study team.

Current Mountainside PTA presi-
dent, Ms. Williams, was raised in
Portland, Ore. and is originally from
Syracuse, N.Y. She graduated in 1980
from high school in Beaverton, Ore.
and attended the University of Or-
egon, Portland State and Miracosta
College in San Diego, Calif. She
studied early elementary education
and worked in a pre-school in San
Diego.

In Garwood, residents will vote on
a proposed $6,588,420 school tax levy
in support of an $8,256,284 budget. If
approved, taxes would increase $126
on a home assessed at $100,000. The
tax levy is up 4 percent over last year.

In terms of seats on the Garwood
BOE, incumbent Christine Guerriero
and former BOE member Linda
Koenig are unopposed for two of the
three seats up this year. Officials said
if no write-in candidate emerges for
the third slot, the BOE would adver-
tise for the vacancy and interview
candidates to fill the opening.

Ms. Guerriero is seeking her sec-
ond consecutive term. She previously
served on the board from 1990 to
1993, and was re-elected in 2005.
She is currently vice president of the
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School Tax Vote

get back to the job we’re put there to
do.”

Mr. Glover, who is in the second
year of his first term on the council,
was a senior vice president at
Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette and a
corporate vice president at Drexel
Burnham Lambert and currently op-
erates a facilities consulting firm. He
told The Times he is running for mayor
because he believes, “Scotch Plains
is a wonderful town to live in and I
want to help us all move through the
difficult times we are facing.” Mr.
Glover said the municipal portion of
property taxes “are going up at too
fast a rate. I believe we can do better.”

Mrs. DePaola, who is making her
first run for elective office, was ap-
pointed to the zoning board of adjust-
ment at the beginning of the year after
having served on several local com-
mittees including the cultural arts,
mayor’s gala and Scotch Plains Day
committees. Married with six chil-
dren, Mrs. DePaola, who moved here
12 years ago, told The Times she felt
“really happy to have found a town
like Scotch Plains,” and was seeking
election in order “to give back to the
town.”

Mr. Samuel has been party chair-
man since the 2006 municipal elec-
tions and has been a sharp critic of the
Republicans on the township coun-
cil, in particular Mayor Marks and
Township Manager Thomas Atkins.
Mr. Samuel’s wife, Geri, served a
four-year term on the council from
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Scotch Plains
Mayor and Council Race

He said Mayor Marks’ decision “to
speak from his pulpit in a public fo-
rum, rather than allowing the mem-
bers of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
shared services] committee to take it
up, has made it more difficult for us to
accomplish our purposes without
making it seem as if he has backed us
into a corner and forced our hand.”

Mayor Mahr said the attempted
boycott “did not have any legs.” Mr.
Walsh, who did not name the indi-
vidual responsible for the boycott
push, said the person, in a letter to
Fanwood officials, has called for the
elimination of the borough.

“At the end of the day, we are not
out of line with any other stop along
the Raritan Valley line for either a
monthly, annual or daily [fee],” Mayor
Mahr said.
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Train Station

SCHOOL BUDGET PLAYERS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
members relax April 2 after taking questions from the Brunner Elementary School
PTA on the school budget. Pictured, left to right, are: Betty Anne Woerner,finance
committee member, Superintendent Margaret Hayes and Donald Parisi, finance
committee chairman, with Brunner parents Michele Barcia and Susan Rash.

BOE. Ms. Guerriero holds a
bachelor’s degree in nursing from
Seton Hall University and is a nurse
at Somerville High School.

Ms. Koenig, a freelance writer,
previously served on the BOE from
1992 to 2001 and 200 to 2007. She
also served on the Clark school board.
She is a graduate of Union County
College and has a bachelor’s and
master’s degree in English from
Rutgers University.

Cranford residents will vote on a
tax levy of $42,965,510, which school
officials said is 3.34 percent over last
year. A homeowner with an assess-
ment of $180,933 would pay $154.67
in school taxes. The total spending
plan for 2008-2009 is $51,808,533,
an increase of 3.99 percent over 2007-
2008.

Running uncontested for re-elec-
tion to the Cranford board of educa-
tion, among the nine board members,
are JoAnn Boyle, Jill Brown and
Michael Caulfield.

Polls are open from 2 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, except in Westfield, where
they are open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

1999-2003 and was appointed mayor
for 1999. He told The Times he is
running “because I am committed to
the future of Scotch Plains. We must
provide services for the young, the
old and everyone in between without
taxing people out of their houses.”

The November election could re-
sult in a number of interesting sce-
narios regarding the make-up of the
council. No matter who is elected
mayor, it will set up a special election
next year because the next mayor —
be it Mrs. Malool or Mr. Glover —
will vacate their council seat to fill
the mayoral slot. Their vacant coun-
cil seat will then be filled by an in-
terim appointee named by their po-
litical party, and that appointee will
serve until a special election in No-
vember 2009 to fill out what will be,
at that time, the remaining one year of
their term, which expires at the end of
2010.

If the Democrats win either the
mayoral or council race, they will
take control of the governing body in
2009. A double win by the Democrats
would give the party a 4-to-1 margin,
given that a Democrat would be
named to the seat vacated by Mr.
Glover. If the Republicans win both
elections, they will keep their 3-2
majority. A split vote in which Mrs.
Malool wins the mayoral election and
Mr. Samuel wins the council seat,
would mean Mrs. Malool, as mayor,
would preside over a council con-
trolled by Democrats.

gency room,” maintain hospital records
and keep the nursing program. Other
functions would likely be shifted to
JFK Medical Center in Edison.

Councilman David Valian reported
that, after a series of meetings with the
Fanwood Youth Organization, Mayor
Mahr and Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky, as well as Scotch Plains
and school board officials, youth sports
practice and game schedules for the
spring have been “tightened up” in
order to create more field space.

Mr. Valian said that there are more
teams and players wanting places to
practice and play than there are avail-
able facilities.
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Council Races Set In FW,
GW; Eight Vie for Congress

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Council races in Fanwood
and Garwood, Primary battles featuring a
seven-candidate Republican race for the
open 7th District Congressional seat and
U.S. Senate battles in both political par-
ties topped Monday’s official filing dead-
line.

In Fanwood, incumbent Councilwoman
Joan Wheeler has filed for another term,
while Councilman and fellow Democrat
Bruce Walsh is not seeking reelection.
Russell Huegel has replaced him on the
Democratic ticket.

Ms. Wheeler, seeking her second three-
year term, is an associate administrator
with Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights, a Union County-run
facility. Mr. Huegel, an attorney, is secre-
tary to the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association. He holds the
same office with the Fanwood Demo-
cratic Club.

Running for the Republicans are Joel
Stroz and Robert Manduca. Mr. Stroz, an
attorney, ran last year for council, miss-
ing a council seat by 22 votes. Democrats
have a 5-1 majority on the council plus
the mayor’s office. Mr. Manduca is a vice
president with Liberty Information, an
information technology company. He
holds an economics degree from The
College of New Jersey and is an officer
with the Knights of Columbus Council in
Scotch Plains.

His wife has previously run for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion.

Garwood Democratic incumbents Wil-
liam Schadewald, 3rd and Walter Tucker
are not seeking reelection. Running on
the Democratic ticket are Jonathan Linken
and Louis Petruzzelli. Democrats hold
the mayor’s office and have a 5-1 major-
ity on the borough council.

Mr. Linken, a graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark, holds a
history degree from Rutgers University
and is a bond analyst for Prudential Fi-
nancial. His wife is a teacher in Garwood.

His running mate, Mr. Petruzzelli, is a
graduate of Union High School and also
attended the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch Plains. A
state licensed electrical contractor, Mr.
Petruzzelli an electrical contracting busi-
ness and is a member of the Garwood
Planning Board.

They will face Republicans Timothy
Hak and Patricia Quattrocchi. Mr. Hak
runs Horan Lumber and Coal in Cranford,
which has been in his family for more
than 60 years. Mr. Hak is a graduate of
Cranford High School and received an
associate’s degree from Union County
College. He is a past president of the
Garwood Lions Club.

Ms. Quattrocchi has run the past four
years for Union County freeholder. She is
a graduate of Arthur L. Johnson High
School and the Taylor Business Institute
and is employed by Sherbrooke Associ-
ates, an executive search firm in Clark.

In Mountainside, incumbents Keith
Turner and Paul Mirabelli have filed for
reelection to the borough council. Mr.
Turner, who is seeking his fifth, four-year
term, owns a dental laboratory business.
Mr. Mirabelli, an attorney, is seeking his
fourth term.

The Republican Primary race in the 7th
Congressional District features State
Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Flemington), Kate Whitman, the daugh-
ter of former Governor Christine Todd
Whitman; Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks; former Summit City Council Presi-
dent Kelly Hatfield, Tom Roughneen of
Watchung, a former assistant prosecutor
and Iraq War veteran; A.D. Amar of
Warren, a professor at Seton Hall Univer-
sity, and Darren Young of Summit, who
is running on the same ballot line with
Senate candidate Murray Sabrin.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood is running as the Democrat for
the 7th Congressional District seat.

In the U.S. Senate race, four-term in-
cumbent Frank Lautenberg faces a Pri-
mary challenge from Rep. Rob Andrews
(D-1st, Haddon Heights) and Morristown
Mayor Donald Cresitello in the Demo-
cratic Primary.

The GOP race includes state Senator
Joseph Pennacchio (LD-26, Pine Brook),
former Goya Foods executive Andrew
Unanue of Colonia and Mr. Sabrin of Fort
Lee, a Ramapo College professor.

Also filing Monday were 14 candi-
dates for county freeholder. Incumbent
Democrats Angel Estrada of Elizabeth,
Rick Proctor of Rahway and Nancy Ward
of Linden face opposition in the June
Primary from Carmen Southward of Lin-
den and Carlos Cedeno and Marlene
Abitanto, both of Elizabeth and running
under the banner “Democratic Change
for Elizabeth.” Also running are Armando
Burgos of Elizabeth, under “The Time is
Now” ballot slogan, and Diane Murray of
Hillside, running under the “Insure Your
Future” name.

Running under the Union County GOP
organization line are Roselle Park Coun-
cilman Michael Yakubov, Westfield resi-
dent and Dept. of Public Works employee
John Russitano and Joseph Franchino of
Berkeley Heights. Mr. Franchino owns a
landscaping and masonry business.

Krzysztof Nowak of Cranford, Dolores
Makrogiannis of Scotch Plains and Jef-
frey Payer of Summit are running for
Freeholder under the “Constitutional Re-
publicans Protecting the Liberty Platform”
slogan with Mr. Sabrin.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOWNED TREE...A large tree falls on the house at 249 Munsee Way in
Westfield last Saturday morning. The fire department checks the structural
integrity of the house and looks for downed power lines. Excessive groundwater
may have contributed to the tree’s root failure.

Westfield
Tuesday, April 1, a resident of the 200

block of Livingston Street reported that
two of the tires on his motor vehicle were
punctured while the vehicle was parked
in his driveway.

Wednesday, April 2, Anabela M.
Ferreira, 23, of Union was arrested on a
Scotch Plains traffic warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
North Scotch Plains Avenue. She was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
$81 bail.

Thursday, April 3, Hamood Rashid,
27, of New York City was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield traffic warrant. Rashid was re-
leased after posting $130 bail.

Thursday, April 3, an attempt was made
to pass a bad check at a bank on the 500
block of North Avenue, East. The indi-
vidual who tried to pass the check was
described as a white male, approximately
25 years old, five feet, eight inches tall
and wearing a wool cap and thick rimmed
glasses.

Friday, April 4, James Griffin, 34, of
Linden was arrested during a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of South and
Central Avenues on multiple outstanding
fugitive warrants.

He was turned over to the Plainfield
Police Department in lieu of a criminal
warrant in the amount of $7,456. Griffin
also had traffic warrants outstanding from
East Brunswick, for $630; Elizabeth, for
$580, and Watchung, for $500.

Scotch Plains
Friday, April 4, a resident of Warren

Street reported that someone broke the
side view mirror on his motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of his house.

Friday, April 4, Brian Tinsley, 24, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, April 4, a resident of Tussell
Lane reported that someone used his credit
card without authorization to order ap-
proximately $700 worth of items.

Friday, April 4, a resident of Scotch
Plains reported that someone removed a
lawn ornament from her front yard that
was valued at approximately $600.

Saturday, April 5, Eric Henricks, 26, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
hindering apprehension after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, Henricks attempted
to give officers a false name. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released after post-
ing bail, police said.

Saturday, April 5, Michael McCrea,
18, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with burglary after officers responded to
a report of a suspicious male seen break-
ing into a parked motor vehicle. Accord-
ing to police, McCrea was transported to
police headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 2, Daniel W.

Gorczyca, 44, of Mountainside was ar-
rested at the Somerset County Sheriff’s
Office on an outstanding warrant.

Thursday, April 3, Charles W. Tho-
mas, 53, of Rahway was arrested at the
Rahway Police Department on an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $915.

Thursday, April 3, at 7:57 p.m., a pa-
tron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establish-
ment, someone smashed the driver side
window of her motor vehicle and re-
moved a GPS, an iPod and a Hewlett
Packard laptop. The value of the window
and the items is approximately $2,350,
police said.

Thursday, April 3, at 9:55 p.m., a pa-
tron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establish-
ment, someone smashed the driver side
rear window of her motor vehicle and
removed an I-Mac laptop. According to
police, the value of the computer and the
window is approximately $4,750.

Thursday, April 3, at 11:54 p.m., a
patron of a Route 22 steakhouse reported
that while she was dining at the establish-
ment, someone pried open the door to her
motor vehicle and removed her insurance
card. Although there were other valu-
ables inside the vehicle, nothing else was
removed, police said. According to po-
lice, an unidentified person was caught
on video surveillance entering the victim’s
vehicle. The incident is under investiga-
tion, authorities said.

Fanwood
Not available at press time.

See more Information at
timesnj.com

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANGLING AT THE PARK...State Senate President Richard Codey releases
trout into Echo Lake in Mountainside on April 3 as part of the state’s stocking of
streams and lakes prior to the opening of trout season last Saturday. All trout were
raised at the state Pequest Trout Hatchery in Warren County.


