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Devil Net Boys Aim to Repeat as State Champs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

and placed second in the other en route
to their third straight Union County
Tournament crown. Then, with
Shallcross, the Blue Devils won their
first Newark Academy Invitational
crown. The Blue Devils blanked
Bridgewater-Raritan, 5-0, for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 title, beat
No. 3 West Windsor-Plainsboro for
the Group 4 title and smoked No. 8
Newark Academy, 4-1, to win the TOC.

Shallcross, Netravali and James Chu
were the 1-2-3 singles players, respec-
tively, last year but the competition for
those spots this season is quite fierce.
Seniors Shallcross, Netravali and Evan
Eisenberg, a county champion his
sophomore year, have been selected
team captains. With 13 very talented
boys, the challenge matches for the
varsity spots had yet to be determined,
as of March 27. But there has been a bit
of a dilemma.

“Kevin is coming off a three-month
hiatus because of tendonitis, so it will
take a little while to get him going.
Ravi has beaten everybody he’s played.
James has beaten everybody he’s
played and he is playing Greg
(Luppescu), who has one loss,” said
Kapner. “We have six guys in the mix.
Kevin, Ravi, James! They have been
my 1-2-3 for two years. Greg (19-2
record last year) is playing very, very
well. Justin Snyder has lost two. Greg
has lost to Dean (Thompson). Justin
beat Dean but lost to James. Greg and
James are playing each other today, so
one of them will have a loss.”

The three losers of the singles com-

petition will shift to the doubles and
join Graeme Stahl. Last year, Th-
ompson was a part of the first doubles
team that finished with a 31-1 record.
Stahl and Snyder finished 22-2 at
second doubles.

“There is one specific way if singles
comes out, we will have a set team
and there will be two set doubles
teams. If any other singles alignment
shows itself, we will come up with a
first doubles team and rotate three
guys at second doubles awhile until
we decide,” Kapner explained.

The stiff competition, however, has
taken its toll.

“This is my least favorite time of
the year because I have to watch my
guys beat up on my own guys,” said
Kapner. “When that is done, we will
be able to put a very quality team on
the courts.”

The remaining Blue Devils finished
with impressive varsity records. Matt
Grallo, Jared Greene and Melvin Diep
each finished 7-0 and Eisenberg fin-
ished 10-0. And the entire team has
one major goal in sight.

“The season tournaments are a way
to get ready for the goal. As far as our
season goes, our focus is repeating
the state championship,” said Kapner.

COLINERI LEADS ‘D’, MAHONEY CONTROLS MOUND

Softball Raiders Expected To
Pick Up Where They Left Off

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With only one starter having gradu-
ated, this season the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team
stands a fine chance of improving
upon last year’s 17-8 record.

“We do have nine returning, so we
should be picking up where we left
off last year,” said Raider Head Coach
Kelly Covert. “We had our first scrim-
mage last week and we played really
well. We were hitting. We were run-
ning well. A couple of mistakes we
have to fix on the bases.”

Last year, the Raiders notched an
impressive come-from-behind, 5-4
victory over a very tough Union team
that strutted into Scotch Plains with a
13-3 record. Another impressive vic-
tory came when the fifth-seeded Raid-
ers knocked off the fourth-seeded 18-
7 Cranford Cougars, 5-1, in the first
round of the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 tournament at Adams Field
in Cranford.

Even with that fine season last year,
team captain/shortstop Nicole
Colineri, now a senior, was sidelined
the entire season due to an injury and
the Raiders were forced to rearrange
their infield to adapt. Colineri will
provide solid defense at shortstop and
is expected to be hitting in the No. 2
spot. Junior Saxony Nielsen, who

played well at short last year, will
shift to third base and possibly bat in
the No. 6 spot.

“Saxony did a great job there. She
is a great athlete and she will be able
to cover some of the areas we
struggled with,” said Covert. “Nicole
is a great athlete, a great person.
‘Where do you need me,’ is all she
asks. She has that attitude that other
players pick up on.”

Junior leftfielder Katie Cornacchia,
who whacked a two-run homer, and
senior Stephanie Goines, who
doubled in the winning run in the
bottom of the seventh inning to give
the Raiders the victory over Union,
are expected to hit in the No. 3 and 4
spots, respectively. Goines doubled
off top of fence to get the Raiders’
offense rolling in the win over
Cranford.

“Stephanie is right up there with
Nicole. She plays her position well
and she hits well. She pulls it out
when she has to. You know you can
depend on her,” said Covert.

Junior leadoff hitter Kelly
Cianciotta, a rangy centerfielder, can
make things happen once she strides
to the plate. In the victories over
Union and Cranford, she made the
defenses nervous with her aggressive
base running.

“We expect her to get on base

whether it’s bunting or hitting. Any-
way she can, when she gets on base
she has speed. Whether it’s a steal or
delayed steal, you are almost guaran-
teed a run because of the people who
are coming up after her,” said Covert.

Senior pitcher Brianne Mahoney,
who will bat in the No. 8 spot, is
expected to make things not happen,
that is as far as the opposing teams are
concerned.

“She’s doing really well. Once she
gets up on that mound, she just throws.
She has a presence on the mound. She
and (catcher Nikki) Mineo work well
together. Mineo is calling the pitches
this year. That is going to be our
engine. We should make it far this
year,” said Covert.

The dangerously pull-hitting
Mineo, a junior who will bat in the
No. 5 spot, can also provide some
thunder with the metal stick.

“She has just solid hits and they are
fast. They fly off the bat to left. When
she straightens that out, we can get
her on the bases and clean up,” said
Covert.

Senior Rachel Parker will play right
field and bat in the No. 9 spot. Juniors
Danielle Sette, Camilla Bach,
Michelle Vena, Alison Hagan and Kris
Kalkstein are also in the mix for vari-
ous positions.

The only vacated spot that needed
to be filled was that left by four-year
starting first baseman Jillian Lusk.

“Jillian’s first year was my first
year. But we have Katherine Dinizo.
She’s younger but she is stepping it
up,” said Covert.

Dinizo, a sophomore, is expected
to bat seventh in the order.

The Raiders will open with
Bridgewater-Raritan on Saturday,
April 5.

Batting orders and positions may
change as the season progresses.

All-Union County
Wrestling Selections:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School seniors Trevor Cannon (152-
lbs) and heavyweight Joe Blaes made
the All-Union County (UC) First
Team. Westfield’s John Barnes (125-
lbs) and Christian Barber (130-lbs)
made the All-UC Second Team, along
with Raider Billy Jacobs (189-lbs).
Blue Devil heavyweight Joe Kania
and Raiders Tristan Bundy (119-lbs),
Mike Ferrara (140-lbs), Mike Ridge
(145-lbs) and Joe Sebolao (171-lbs)
made the All-UC Third Team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TENNIS TRI-CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: seniors Evan Eisenberg, Ravi Netravali and Kevin
Shallcross. The Blue Devils are looking to repeat as the No. 1 team in New Jersey.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK IN ACTION…Blue Devil Kevin Shallcross gets back into action after
recovering from an injury.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRING THE BALL…Raider senior Brianne Mahoney works on her pitches
during an indoor practice in mid March.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/6  1-5PM $759,900
Spacious well-maintained custom ranch with very large room featuring 4 bedrooms, 3 full
and 1 half baths, large updated eat-in-kitchen, formal dining room, Florida room and den.
Full finished basement with a family room, exercise room, walk-in cedar closet, storage, etc.
Numerous updates and amenities. 2 car attached garage. Home shows pride of ownership in
every detail.  DIRECTIONS: Boulevard to Caufield to Manchester.  MLS # 2492843

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,569,000

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $949,900MOUNTAINSIDE RAISED RANCH $810,000

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
with Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  FW: MLS # 2488244

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

This distinctive home reflects the sellers special attention to detail and outstanding quality
throughout. This very special 4 bedroom home features radiant heated floors on the first
level, custom cabinetry in the kitchen, formal dining room with a view of the beautiful tree-
lined property, gracious living room with fireplace, cozy den with wood burning fireplace.
Master bedroom with full bath, laundry room, wall to wall closet space throughout, an
expansive family room. All this just moments from the picturesque Watchung Reservation
and the Trailside Nature Center. Close to major highways, transportation to NYC, shopping
and the finest dining that this wonderful community has to offer.  MLS #2501951

CRANFORD SPLIT LEVEL $474,500
Expanded Split Level with new eat-in-kitchen, spacious living room, formal dining room,
family room, four bedrooms, two full baths plus commode in laundry room. Refinished
hardwood floors. Paver patio. Private Master bedroom addition with full bath adjacent to
dining room with access to patio.  MLS # 2496698

Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area builder Michael
Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling heights (1st floor) and open,
spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac neighborhood of newer houses, this home
features a welcoming front porch and gracious two story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a
center island, stainless steel appliances, granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family
room with a cathedral ceiling and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan. Magnificent
master bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool tub, stall shower and double
vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional Bedrooms and a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to
a private backyard with paver patio. A two car attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this
home.  MLS # 2486680

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $725,000
A perfect setting is just the beginning of what makes this home special. The ideal floor plan
allows fabulous flow for entertainment and family fun. The marble foyer of this Center Hall
Colonial welcomes you into a stately living room, formal dining room, and family room with
a brick wall fireplace. The eat-in-kitchen recently updated overlooks a wonderful covered
porch and deck and flows onto an acre backyard property. Four bedrooms with a master
private bath, 2 1/2 baths total, 2 car garage and finished basement complete this terrific
home.  MLS # 2485192

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


