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GET OUT THE VOTE...Merry Wisler of the League of Women’s Voters registers high school 18-year-olds to vote on March
20 in the Westfield High School student center. Michael Petrow, above, is one of 25 students completing the registration form.
Voters will go to the polls on Tuesday, April 15, to decide on area public school budgets and board candidates.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
SCOUTING THE NEWSPAPER…Cub Scouts from Dens 1 and 5, Pack 177,
from Mountainside, visited The Westfield Leader office on Thursday, March 27,
to learn how the newspaper is made.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader
WHERE’S THE PROSPERITY?…Steve Lonegan, former mayor of Bogota and
executive director of the New Jersey chapter of Americans for Prosperity, speaks
Monday before the Fanwood Republicans.
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Lonegan: NJ Must Look to
World’s Economic Successes

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Steve Lonegan,
former Bogota mayor, spoke at a Re-
publican-organized Grassroots Tax-
payer Action Seminar in Fanwood at
the Forest Road Park building on Mon-
day night.

Mr. Lonegan, executive director for
the N.J. chapter of Americans for
Prosperity, a group represented in 21
states, spoke for nearly an hour and a
half on the current condition of New
Jersey’s economy and how the state
has fallen away from capitalism. To
make his case, he cited examples of
how different countries had moved to
free-enterprise systems in order to
improve their economies.

Mr. Lonegan began the evening by
relaying his publicized arrest, in Cape
May, at Governor Jon Corzine’s town
hall meeting on his financial-restruc-
turing and debt-reduction plan, saying
that “seven officers” arrested him and
had removed his “dangerous wallet.”

Mr. Lonegan then moved on to a
discussion of America’s past, saying
that Americans have a long history of
individualism and that, “We loan the
right to govern to the government.”

He also added that, “If they are reck-
less and irresponsible, we have the re-
sponsibility to take it back.” Mr.
Lonegan said that he felt the state gov-
ernment had “become reckless and ir-
responsible.”

Mr. Lonegan then moved on to how
America was the first country to oper-
ate under an economic system of capi-
talism. However, Mr. Lonegan said that
he would prove that the state had shifted
away from a free-capitalistic market
and was suffering for it. He began by
showing the examples of capitalism
through “Reaganomics,” which, he said,
led to “probably the most prosperous
period the nation’s ever seen.”

Mr. Lonegan furthered his case
through discussions on government
changes in other countries, beginning
with Chile. He explained that in 1978,
Chile was the poorest nation in South

America. However, after a government
coup, the new leaders adopted the capi-
talistic workings of America through a
man named Milton Friedman. In 1980,
Chile set up a privately held Social
Security system, in which a worker
could choose from one of six plans. He
said Chile is now the wealthiest nation
in South America and the fifth wealthi-
est in the world.

He then discussed the economic his-
tory of New Zealand, which he said had
a collapsing economy during the 1980s.
A new conservative government was
elected to deal with the failing agricul-
ture, a major source of income, as well
as a failing communication network.

The government sold off the
country’s one telephone company in
order to bring competition to the coun-
try. As a result, New Zealand now has
seven phone companies and one of
the world’s best communications sys-
tems. The new government also ended
regulations on agriculture, leading to
New Zealand becoming the world’s
number one source for dairy products
and among the top three for meats,
Mr. Lonegan said.

Mr. Lonegan continued his world
discussion with Ireland. He talked about
how it overcame the economic prob-
lems it had in the 1980s. When a new
conservative government was elected,
the first thing it did was cut taxes and
eventually cut the government by 40
percent. As a result, Mr. Lonegan said
Ireland currently has the number one
economy in all of Europe.

He explained that these countries
had success under the American model
of capitalism because officials under-
stood its principles. Mr. Lonegan de-
scribed these principles as personal
choice, voluntary market exchange,
freedom to enter and compete and pro-
tection of people and property.

He gave an example of corruption
in New Jersey by discussing State Sena-
tor Joe Vitale’s (LD-19, Woodbridge)
proposed universal health insurance
program.

Westfield Police Receive
Shooter Response Training

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — With students in
the district on spring break, the
Westfield Police Department utilized
Westfield High School to conduct
active shooter response training this
past week.

Developed after analyzing lessons
learned from the shootings at Colum-
bine High School in Colorado in 1999,
active shooter response training is
meant to teach police officers tactics
for responding to situations such as a
shooter in a school.

After the tragedy at Columbine,
law enforcement officials realized that
standard procedures, such as nego-
tiation and waiting for specialized
units to arrive, could actually do more
harm than good when dealing with
assailants who are intent upon harm-
ing other individuals.

“Now the way that these [active
shooter situations] are viewed and
the way that law enforcement re-
sponds to them is different,” Westfield
Police Captain David Wayman said.

When an active shooter is present,
police officers are now trained to as-
semble into teams and enter the build-
ing in order to contain and neutralize
the threat to prevent further injuries
or loss of life.

Officers undergoing the training
first received classroom instruction
on tactics to use when responding to

an active shooter. Secondly, they
employed hands-on training with the
tools and equipment they would use
to react to an active shooter. The
exercises included practicing door
breaching techniques at a specially
designed breaching cage to simulate
different types of locked doors that
officers may encounter.

The officers practiced a number of
different scenarios, from room clear-
ing to dealing with wounded victims
to hidden and multiple shooters.

Since these situations may present
circumstances beyond what police
officers encounter on a day-to-day
basis, special weapons and tools are
necessary. In addition to standard
shotgun training that all officers un-
dergo, the Westfield Police
Department’s Emergency Services
Unit is equipped with AR-15 rifles.

The department also recently ob-
tained five sets of breaching tools
through a Homeland Security grant.
These tools are used to gain entry to
locked or barricaded buildings.

In addition, Capt. Wayman said the
department has acquired blueprints
to all of the public and county schools
in the district, and the town and board
of education are working on an e-
alert system to notify parents of situ-
ations at the schools.

All officers in the department will
undergo training during the week,
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PROTECT AND SERVE...Westfield Police Officers undergo training at Westfield
High School during the school’s spring break on March 25. The training is to help the
officers deal with the potential of a gunman being on the loose. Pictured, left to right,
are: Officer Jason Carter, Police Chief John Parizeau and Det. Sgt. John Rowe.

Mountainside BOE Adopts
Budget at Emergency Mtg.

By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES and
HORACE CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
education (BOE) adopted its budget
for the 2008-2009 school year last
Thursday night. A total of $12.2 mil-
lion would be raised in property taxes
to fund the plan. “Today is the last day
that we can approve it,” Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin
said.

Voters will be asked to decide on
the tax levy and select candidates
running for the board on Tuesday,
April 15.

The board planned to act on the
budget on March 25, but its meeting
was cancelled. BOE President John
Perrin explained, “Our regularly
scheduled meeting was unable to oc-
cur because we didn’t have a quo-
rum.” Four of the seven board mem-
bers are required to attend.

The total expenditures proposed
for 2008-2009, according to the
Mountainside school district’s
website, is $15,865,990. This includes
$3.1 million to send students to Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights, $1.2 million for spe-
cial education and $389,360 for re-
payment of debt. This is an increase
over the expenditures for the current
year, shown as $14.9 million. The
expenditures for the previous year
are shown as $13.7 million.

Revenues to pay for the proposed
spending plan come predominantly
from property taxes, and are aug-
mented by state aid, federal aid, deple-
tion of cash reserves and dissolution
funds.

According to Mr. McLaughlin, the
2008-2009 budget will only have
$574,963 (or 4 percent of revenues)
in dissolution funds left to pay cur-
rent operating expenses. The dissolu-
tion fund is the result of the breakup
of the former county regional school
district, which included high schools
in Clark, Berkeley Heights, Spring-
field and Kenilworth. Mountainside
and Garwood teenagers also attended
schools in the district. Voters passed a
referendum in 1996 to break up the
district.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Richard O’Malley said that three years
ago, he and others on the board were
presented with a “horrific…financial
mess.” He said Mr. McLaughlin de-
serves a “tremendous amount of
credit” for directing the district out of
it while always putting the children
first and never letting them suffer.
Mr. McLaughlin said that the board
has been able to offset the “inherited
structural deficit” rather well and keep
moving forward with education.

“The budget was fully under-
funded three years ago by one-third,”
Mr. McLaughlin said, referring to the
fact that 10 special-education stu-
dents were estimated then, but the
district consistently had 15. “We made
that gap up by collecting $400,000 in
tuition adjustments” [from Berkeley
Heights], he said.

Mr. McLaughlin said that budget
would have a 3.1 percent decrease in
it compared to last year if these disso-
lution payments were not ending in
October 2008. “Were it not for this
loss, we would not have to ask the
taxpayers for a dollar [increase] at
all,” he said.

State aid for this year is $887,994,
or 6 percent of total revenue. Accord-
ing to Mr. McLaughlin, state aid is up
about 20 percent over last year. He
said that the state is actually four
years behind in the amount of aid it
gives out. However, he said the state
was supposed to have given $144,000
in additional aid to the district each
year for the last five years.

Highlights of changes in the bud-
get were presented as: $150,000 in-
crease in support services ($65,000
for textbooks and $100,000 for tech-
nology), $97,000 increase to cover
tuition for students going to the Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School, an increase in special educa-
tion out-of-district costs due to dis-
abled pre-school and high school stu-
dents, increases for the addition of
two language arts teachers, one spe-
cial education teacher, and one aide
for a classified child, and an antici-
pated $261,000 decrease in tuition

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Rapuano, Foerst Debate Merits
Of Land Use Task Force’s Report

WF BOE Welcomes First Lincoln
School Principal, Audrey Zavetz

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Tuesday’s town
council meeting morphed into an
hour-long discussion on the merits of
the town’s Land Use Task Force’s
(LUTF) recommendations to control
over-development. A contingent of
developers and builders attended the
meeting, and Ralph Rapuano gave
voice to a number of their concerns.

For more than a year, the LUTF,
formed in 2006 by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, reviewed current land-use
ordinances, evaluated emergent land-
use issues and formulated recommen-
dations for change. The mayor
charged the group with evaluating

how best to “allow revitalization while
accommodating various interests and
to protect private-property rights with-
out sacrificing community quality of
life and valued community resources.”

Among the changes suggested in
the LUTF’s final report, the taskforce
recommended implementing a “slid-
ing-scale model” to determine height.
The proposal would mandate that
homes could range from a maximum
of 32 feet in smaller zones to 35 feet
in larger ones.

The recommendations also lower
the number of allowable stories from
three to 2.5.

Mr. Rapuano, a realtor, builder and
Westfield resident, said many people

do not have a full understanding of
what is taking place. He said those
who wish to renovate or put on addi-
tions “don’t have a clue” how the
proposed changes will impact their
projects. Mr. Rapuano said the goal
of attempting to restrict
“McMansions” was noble, but he
feared that “too many residents are
going to be negatively impacted” by
the taskforce’s recommendations.

He said many new homes being
built would also need variances be-
cause of the proposals.

In addition, he said people buy
starter homes in Westfield with the
intention of expanding them; once
the LUTF’s recommendations are fi-
nal, according to Mr. Rapuano, “the
potential [of adding to homes] is
gone.”

He said residents are “not aware of
how badly they will be affected; if
they all knew what the changes were,
there would be more questions.” As a
resident of Hyslip Avenue who is
attempting to put on an addition, Mr.
Rapuano said, “I would be one of
those residents.”

Mr. Rapuano said the “decreased
potential” for people to add to their
homes would amount to the “de-
creased value” of their homes.

He also predicted that the proposed
changes would have a negative im-
pact on property taxes. Mr. Rapuano
said he wondered where the town
would “compensate” for revenue lost
due to both the slowdown of the hous-
ing market and a possible decrease in
the number of additions. He said the
new rules would “constrict” builders
and owners, while making a greater
number of houses non-conforming.

Mr. Rapuano specifically took is-
sue with how the proposed changes
calculated height and floor-to-area
ratio (FAR).

Jim Foerst, fourth ward councilman
and Code Review and Town Property
Committee chairman, said the “col-
lective wisdom” of those who took
part in the process, including builders
and developers, was to view the solu-
tion to over-development as a puzzle.

“You can’t simply take one piece
away and expect to have the full pic-
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE), at Tues-
day night’s public meeting, an-
nounced that Audrey Zavetz would
serve as Lincoln School’s first princi-
pal, earning a yearly salary of
$109,000.

The early childhood learning school
will open this September with ap-
proximately 280 kindergarten and 60
special-needs students in pre-K, tran-
sitional kindergarten and Leaps and
Bounds primary classes (for autistic
children).

Ms. Zavetz, a resident of Westfield
for 21 years, has taught at Franklin
School since 2000. She also was prin-
cipal at Deerfield School in
Mountainside and Glenwood School
in Short Hills.

The board later announced that Lin-
coln School received a gift of $3,000

from the Westfield Coalition for the
Arts, which will be used to purchase
a new piano.

The board also awarded a bid,
priced at $24,512, to Tekton Devel-
opment Corp. to pour concrete, in
lieu of plywood, sub-floors at Lin-
coln School. Business Administrator
Robert Berman said, “It’s a better
surface to lay tile on.”

The board also renewed and
awarded a bid of $20,115 to Schutt
Reconditioning (formerly Circle Sys-
tem Group) to repair and recondition

athletic equipment in the district’s
schools for the 2008-2009 school year.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan presented a summary of the
2007 N.J. report card, a collection of
data on the state’s school districts
supplied by the state. For the com-
plete report, visit http://
educat ion.s ta te .nj .us / rc / rc07/
index.html.

At the budget hearing, on March
19, the board presented a cost-per-
pupil figure that was based on 2006-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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POLICE BLOTTER

Ron Bansky
715 Central Ave
Westfield

You deserve the best possible
life insurance coverage for
your family. Call me today.

908-301-0711

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate Life Insurance Company,  Northbrook, Illinois ©
2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

SMILES...The Chelsea at Fanwood hosted a pancake breakfast on March 22, with
proceeds donated to the Fanwood Police Benevolent Association (PBA) Local 123.
The PBA officers donate their time, energy and passion to the community. They
sponsor events such as Santa’s fire truck gift delivery, an annual Kids Safety Day
and fundraisers for local families in need. “It was a great day and really meant a
lot to the PBA to receive so much support,” said Tony Espinosa, PBA president.
Pictured are Fanwood police officer Robert Sanchez and his son.

A BIG BOOST…The Scotch Plains Fire Department is presented with a $5,000
check from the Firemen’s Insurance Company. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, Michael Avalone, of Commerce Insurance
Services, Inc., Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis and Danny Perry of the
Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company.

SPFD Receives $5,000 Boost
For Equipment, Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rapid Inter-
vention Team (RIT) members in
Scotch Plains – who, during emer-
gency operations, arrive at the scene
to support the potential rescue of
firefighters in danger – received a
boost thanks to a grant earmarked for
equipment and training.

Commerce Insurance Services, Inc.
and Fireman’s Fund Insurance Com-
pany partnered to award the Scotch
Plains Fire Department a $5,000 grant.
Specifically, grant funds will be used
to train departmental firefighters,
through a standardized program cre-
ated by Union County, on proper rapid
intervention techniques. In addition,
funds will purchase rescue ropes, forc-
ible-entry tools and bolt cutters to
support rescue efforts.

 “Under state regulations, if I send
two firefighters into a building, I must
provide two firefighters outside,
whose sole responsibility is to rescue
the firefighters in the building should
they get trapped,” said Scotch Plains
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis. “In Union
County, because of our mutual-aid
system, those firefighters often come

from surrounding departments, so it’s
critical our firefighters receive the
same training as firefighters from
neighboring departments. This grant
will allow that to take place.”

 “Firefighters put themselves in
grave danger everyday,” said Michael
Avalone, vice president of Commerce
Insurance Services. “It’s critical they
have the proper training and tools to
do their jobs safely. The result is a
community whose residents and prop-
erty are better protected.”

The grant package is part of a na-
tionwide program called Fireman’s
Fund Heritage, which is funded by
Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company.
The program is designed to provide
needed equipment, training and edu-
cational tools to local fire depart-
ments. Since 2004, Fireman’s Fund
has issued grants to hundreds of dif-
ferent departments, totaling more than
$17 million. Independent insurance
agencies/brokers that sell Fireman’s
Fund products, like Commerce In-
surance Services, are able to direct
these grants to support fire stations in
their communities.

Mr. Lonegan also said Gov. Corzine
is attempting to create the Thomas
Edison Commission, which would
decide on which businesses and in-
ventors enter the state.

He then described that because of
taxation, New Jersey is the 50th worst
state to start up a small business.

He ended his speech by saying that
anti-capitalistic countries, such as
Russia, are adopting capitalistic ten-
dencies.

He said the state was “yearning to
return to its roots,” when it had been
the least-taxed state in the union, and
the only way to do so was a return to
capitalism.

Afterwards, there was a question-
and-answer segment, in which resi-

Jail Guard, Maintenance
Worker Indicted in Scheme
ELIZABETH – A corrections of-

ficer, maintenance worker, four in-
mates and the girlfriend of one of the
inmates were named last week in a
19-count indictment for allegedly
smuggling tobacco in to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, according to
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow. The indictment was
handed up by a grand jury last
Wednesday afternoon, after press
deadline. An indictment is a list of
charges that must be proven in a court
of law.

According to the prosecutor’s office,
Corrections Officer Stephen Matthews,
48, of Union was indicted for three
counts of bribery, three counts of offi-
cial misconduct and one count of con-
spiracy to commit bribery and/or offi-
cial misconduct.

Also indicted was Joseph Pecoraro,
37, of Elizabeth, a senior maintenance
worker at the Union County jail, au-
thorities said. Pecoraro is facing two
counts of bribery, two counts of official
misconduct, two counts of conspiracy
to commit bribery and/or official mis-
conduct, as well as one count of provid-
ing an electronic device, the prosecutor’s
office said.

Both men were suspended without
pay from their jobs in August when the
charges first surfaced.

Four inmates were also named in the
indictment, as was the girlfriend of one
of the inmates. They are: Jeremy
Watson, 22, of Plainfield, who was
convicted of murder after a trial last
month; Abdul Griggs, 36, of Piscataway
and Shariff Raymond, 27, of Elizabeth,
both awaiting trial for murder in sepa-
rate cases; Jadon Russell, 29, of Lin-
den, who was recently convicted of
drug and weapons charges, and
Watson’s girlfriend, Kelly Spicer, 36,
of Elizabeth, law enforcement officials
said.

According to Union County Assis-
tant Prosecutor William Kolano, who
heads up the office’s Special Prosecu-
tion Unit, Matthews and Pecoraro were
accused of smuggling tobacco prod-

ucts and a cell phone into the jail over a
five-month period last year. He said
Watson was running a lucrative under-
ground sales network with the assis-
tance of Griggs, Russell and Raymond.

“The contraband consisted of
Marlboro cigarettes and Bugler loose
tobacco,” Mr. Kolano said. “Watson
and his cohorts were selling the
smuggled goods to other inmates for a
large profit. Spicer acted as the outside
link between the inmates and the public
employees by providing the money to
pay off Matthews and Pecoraro for
their part in the operation. On three
different occasions Spicer left the money
in Matthews’ late-model Lexus SUV,
which was parked in the Union County
parking lot.”

Lieutenant Robert McGuire of the
Union County Police Department and
Investigator Donald Johnson of the
Union County Department of Correc-
tions Internal Affairs Unit headed up
the investigation.

“The investigation involved extensive
surveillance and detailed monitoring of
movements among the players,” Mr.
Kolano said. “In less than two months,
Lieutenant McGuire and Investigator
Johnson had built a solid case.”

“The motivation for the charges listed
in the indictment was simple greed,”
Mr. Romankow said. “It is another trou-
bling chapter in the history of the Union
County jail as it existed prior to the
changes that were put into effect as a
result of the escapes in December,
2007.”

and officials hope this will give them
an overview of the tactics necessary
to deal with active shooter situations.

“Over the course of the eight days
of training, everyone will be trained
in the active shooter and in the breach-
ing tools,” said Capt. Wayman.

Capt. Wayman said that he was
pleased with the cooperation of school
officials in making the high school
available to them for training. He also
credited his fellow officers for their
eagerness to participate in the pro-
gram.

“Every officer realizes the impor-
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WF Police Training
tance of not only being able to pro-
vide service for the town in which
they work, but it [an active shooter]
could happen anywhere,” said Capt.
Wayman.

In addition to the training being
conducted at the high school, eight
officers in the department have also
attended a two-day active shooter re-
sponse course run by the Union
County Emergency Response Team.
Police Chief John Parizeau said that
the department hopes to send more
officers to the county training pro-
gram in the future.

dents voiced their concerns about the
control of local government. The most
vocal words were against Gov.
Corzine, saying that, “He [Corzine]
has no regard for the working-class
people, and he has no will.” One
member of the public asked if he
could be taken out of office.

As the evening ended, many of the
attendees were pleased by Mr.
Lonegan’s words.

“He had good ideas. He really calls
for more basic government principles,”
said Harry McNally of Fanwood.

“He was very compelling and really
spoke for citizen activism,” Fanwood
resident Monica Felsing said. “The
government of New Jersey is the real
problem that people need to fix.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Steve Lonegan

costs for Governor Livingston High
School (due to a drop in enrollment of
high school students).

In Mountainside, the polls will be
open April 15 from 2 to 9 p.m. at
Deerfield School, borough hall and
the Presbyterian Church on Deer Path
and Meeting House Lane. Voters will
be asked to consider the budget and
the three candidates seeking election
to the board for two open seats.

Other business items, originally
scheduled for the meeting canceled on
March 25, were moved to the public
meeting on Tuesday, April 8, at 7:30
p.m. The agenda includes the proposal
to promote Deerfield School Principal
Jeanette Baubles to CSA to replace Mr.
O’Malley, who is leaving at the end of
the school year to become superinten-
dent of the Matawan-Aberdeen regional

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside School Tax
school district. The board is set to vote
on a three-year, $135,000-per-year con-
tract for Ms. Baubles. If approved, she
would continue to serve as Deerfield
principal through Friday, May 16. The
appointment is subject to the approval
of Union County Executive Superin-
tendent of Schools Carmen Centuolo.

The board also will vote on hiring
RLF Associates to conduct a search
for a new Deerfield principal at a cost
of $3,200.

The school tax is about 60 percent
of the total property tax bill in
Mountainside. Municipal and county
property tax portions have yet to be
determined by the respective govern-
ment entities. The school budget de-
tails can be examined at
mountainsideschools.org/images/
docs/user_friendly_budget.pdf.

Fanwood
Saturday, March 29, Michael J.

Krasnor, 23, of Westfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Garwood
after a motor vehicle stop on the 400
block of LaGrande Avenue. According to
police, he posted bail and was released.

Sunday, March 30, Khanh M. Nguyen,
23, of Blackwood was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Mullica Town-
ship after a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.

Sunday, March 30, a Fanwood resident
reported that while she was shopping in
an establishment on the 100 block of
South Avenue, someone removed her
purse from her shopping cart.

Monday, March 31, Kimber J. Tho-
mas, 27, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested
on an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant
after a field investigation. According to
police, she posted bail and was released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 24, a resident of

Plainfield Avenue reported that someone
obtained personal information about him
and opened a credit card in his name
without authorization.

Monday, March 24, an owner of a
Route 22 business reported that someone
removed several hundred dollars in mer-
chandise without paying.

Tuesday, March 25, police received a
report that someone ordered $40 worth of
gas from a Route 22 gas station and fled
after trying to pay with a stolen credit
card.

Tuesday, March 25, James Brown, 37,
of East Orange was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. According to
police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, March 27, Alejandro
Gonzalez, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 27, Bruce Edwards,
54, of Blairstown was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. According
to police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, March 30, Beth Nugent, 44, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. According to
police, she was processed and released
after posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 25, a Globe Avenue

resident reported that someone removed
approximately 1,000 pounds of scrap
metal from a container in the rear of the
property. According to police, 10 coun-
terweights also were removed. The ap-
proximate value of the stolen items is
$1,200, police said.

Tuesday, March 25, Tyrone A. Garner,
48, of Jersey City was arrested at the

Hudson County jail on outstanding war-
rants in the amount of $580.

Wednesday, March 26, Ryan P. Priest,
18, of Berkeley Heights was arrested and
charged with underage driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) and refusal to submit to
a breath test after being involved in two
motor vehicle accidents. According to
police, Priest also was issued summonses
for careless driving and unsafe lane
change. He was released pending a court
date, police said.

Thursday, March 27, police responded
to a report of a hit-and-run accident on
Route 22. According to police, the victim
was traveling in the left lane when a
small, black Volkswagen entered the road-
way, striking his vehicle on the passenger
side. The victim was able to get the other
driver’s license plate number before the
driver fled, police said.

Thursday, March 27, a Summit Av-
enue dentist reported that someone en-
tered her unlocked office through an ad-
jacent hallway and removed her laptop
when she stepped out of the office for
approximately three minutes. According
to police, two receptionists stationed to
the right of the office said they did not see
or hear anything unusual.

Friday, March 28, Dwayne E. Howell,
40, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on an outstanding
warrant.

Saturday, March 29, Patrick M. Blewitt,
33, of South Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after being involved in
a single car motor vehicle accident on
Route 22. According to police, he also
was issued summonses for unsafe lane
change, careless driving and driving while
suspended. He additionally was charged
with outstanding warrants out of Hillside
and Roselle Park.

Saturday, March 29, an employer at a
Route 22 tennis club reported that some-
one removed $1,700 from a cashbox in
his office. According to police, the victim
returned from a tennis lesson and found
the cashbox opened and the money re-
moved. The victim stated that he is the
only one who touches the box and that
any fingerprints on the box other than his
would most likely be those of the suspect,
police said.

Sunday, March 30, a resident of Cen-
tral Avenue reported that sometime over-
night someone damaged her mailbox.
According to police, several mailboxes in
the vicinity were damaged.

Westfield
Tuesday, March 25, Robert Carter, 51,

of Westfield was arrested on the 600
block of Stirling Place on an active traffic
warrant from Cranford. He was released
after posting $89 bail.

Saturday, March 29, Adriann N.
Roulhac, 25, of Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on a
Westfield criminal warrant. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
where she was processed and held on
$118 bail.

ture. Each of the separate pieces, when
taken independently, doesn’t achieve
the goal,” Mr. Foerst said.

In response to charges that the
changes would lead to the majority of
Westfield homes being out of confor-
mity, Mr. Foerst said that the taskforce
made sure that any changes enacted
would not have that result; if they did, it
would subject the town to lawsuits, he
noted.

“If [a potential change] didn’t meet
those tests, it wasn’t acceptable to the
committee,” Mr. Foerst said.

Mr. Foerst also said the taskforce
reviewed pending applications that
were before the board of adjustment
and examined how the changes would
affect specific applications.

Mr. Foerst admitted that there were
applications that would need to be ad-
justed, “but anytime there is a change in
law, [that occurs].”

He said the taskforce examined all
“unintended consequences” and
weighed if the consequences helped
“achieve the goal” of controlling over-
development or acted as a “detriment”
to the public’s ability to “live their
dream.”

Mr. Foerst said the taskforce did con-
sider the tax and revenue implications
of all changes proposed and worked to
“prepare for the future, so that
[Westfield] can compete with other
towns.”

To sum up his point, speaking on
opening night for the New York Yan-
kees, Mr. Foerst tried his hand at a
“Yogiism.”

In the vein of famous Yankee catcher
Yogi Berra, known for his witticisms,
Mr. Foerst said, “We don’t want
Westfield to change so much, and be-
come so popular, that nobody comes
here anymore.”

Rob Nehring of Carleton Road, com-
menting on how the worth of homes
would be affected by the process, said,
“Value is not measured in dollars and
cents…by preserving the character of
an area, you’re preserving the value of
a home.”

William Fischer, who lives on Sandra
Circle, said his family is close to final-
izing the design of its “dream house”
but feared the home would not conform

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
under the new changes.

He said that the LUTF’s recommen-
dations “limit” his family’s ability to
fulfill its “dream.”

Mr. Foerst emphasized that the rec-
ommendations would take months to
finalize and that “nothing has changed
yet.” He encouraged Mr. Fischer, and
whoever is undertaking the eventual
work, to investigate if the house would
truly be affected.

When asked about a timeline for the
implementation of recommendations,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the town hopes to have amendments
completed by the end of the calendar
year.

In other business, the town passed a
resolution that opposes the adoption of
Senate Bill S-770 and A-1645.

Sal Caruana, first ward councilman
and Finance Policy Committee chair-
man, said the bill would mandate that
the Town of Westfield hire a “qualified
purchasing agent.”

In a letter found at the New Jersey
League of Municipalities’ website
(njlom.org), William Dressel, the
league’s executive director, writes that
towns, at present, can use their discre-
tion when choosing to utilize the ser-
vices of a purchasing agent during a bid
process.

The bill in question would effec-
tively “redefine the role” of purchasing
agents and require all municipalities to
use them. This, according to Mr. Dressel,
amounts to an “unfunded mandate.”

Mr. Caruana said, “This is a budget
year when we are going to reduce jobs
and reduce headcounts, but this state is
now issuing a mandate, saying, ‘We
think you should increase headcount in
this particular area.’

“We say, ‘really?’”
Mr. Gildea said the bill would re-

quire the “reorganization” of the town’s
purchasing functions into a separate
agency that would not be controlled by
the administrator’s office, the town
council or the chief financial officer.

“We believe this is an intrusion into
our management prerogatives,” he said.

He added that the policy “will not
reduce costs; as a matter of fact, it will
probably increase personnel
costs…This is not something we need.”

2007 data. Now, with the updated
report, the cost per pupil for 2007-
2008 in Westfield is $11,460, lower
than the state average of $12,806.

Anne Riegel, finance committee
chairman, said Westfield has had one
of the lowest cost-per-pupil rates “for
several years in a row.”

According to Ms. Dolan, Westfield
High School (WHS) and elementary
schools have an “average” class size,
while the intermediate schools are
“just a bit higher” in comparison to
the state average.

The elementary and intermediate
schools are at the state
average, and WHS ex-
ceeds it because it has a
nine-period day. The
school district is at the
state average in terms of
its student-to-computer
ratio for all levels.

She also said student
enrollment continues to
increase district-wide,
and “in the last 10 years,
we saw a 28-percent in-
crease in student popula-
tion.”

The student mobility rate, the per-
centage of students who come and go
within a school year, is at 4 percent,
significantly lower than the state av-
erage.

The report also showed that WHS
has a graduation rate of 99.3 percent,
with 92 percent of high school stu-
dents continuing their education. Ms.
Dolan said Westfield students consis-
tently score above state averages on
state tests.

Westfield students also score 125
points above the state and the nation
on the SAT, and the percentage of
students who take the SAT is 23 per-
cent higher than the state average.

“We want as many of our students
to take the SAT,” she said. “We en-
courage them to take it.”

The data compiled said that
Westfield pupils took 676 advanced-
placement tests and that 84 percent of
them received scores of three (out of
five) or higher. Three is deemed pro-
ficient, Ms. Dolan said.

Westfield’s student-to-administra-
tor ratio is higher than the state aver-
age, and the district’s student-to-
teacher ratio, at every school except
the high school, is higher than the
state average. The high school’s stu-

dent-to-teacher ratio is
considered average.

“I would predict that
next year we will be higher
on every level,” said Ms.
Dolan. She also said the
district’s staff mobility
rate is lower than the
state’s average.

In the narrative section,
a part set aside for princi-
pals to write specific
achievements for their re-
spective schools, stated
that more than 65 percent
of WHS students study

one or more languages for three or
more years.

In addition, it noted that 1,300 high
school students participated in ath-
letic teams, winning 10 state champi-
onships, 10 county and nine confer-
ence finals, and at every level, stu-
dents have opportunities to partici-
pate in the arts.

A group of WHS students started
off the meeting by presenting the
work they have achieved as members
of the Model U.N. extracurricular
group.

The next BOE meeting is Tuesday,
April 29, at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Education

Audrey Zavetz

Corrections
A photo caption on page 2 in the

March 27 issue incorrectly identified
Mountainside Fire Chief Neil Will-
iams as being in the photo when, in
fact, it was Fire Official George
McGrath, pictured on the far left.

In a front-page article on March 20
on the concept of merging munici-
palities, it was incorrectly stated that
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have a
shared fire department and rescue
squad. They have separate volunteer
fire departments and rescue squads.
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SWEET TOOTH...One of Scotch Plains’ new businesses, the Candy Bouquet, located at 1638 East Second
Street, this week held a ribbon cutting for its grand opening. Pictured are Scotch Plains Business &
Professional Assoc. (SPBPA) President Frank DiLollo and Candy Bouquet owner Karen Mortarulo.

SMILES...The Chelsea at Fanwood hosted a pancake breakfast on March 22, with
proceeds donated to the Fanwood Police Benevolent Assoc. (PBA) Local no. 123.
The PBA officers donate their time, energy and passion to the community. They
sponsor events, such as Santa’s fire truck gift delivery, an annual Kids Safety Day
and fundraisers for local families in need. “It was a great day and really meant a
lot to the PBA to receive so much support,” said Tony Espinosa, PBA president.
Pictured are Fanwood police officer Robert Sanchez and his son.

Eric Nierstedt for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHERE’S THE PROSPERITY?…Steve Lonegan, former mayor of Bogota and
executive director of the New Jersey chapter of Americans for Prosperity, speaks
Monday before the Fanwood Republicans.

Bd. OK’s Extended Porch,
Built-in Swimming Pool

A BIG BOOST…The Scotch Plains Fire Department is presented, last Tuesday,
with a $5,000 check from the Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, Michael Avalone, of
Commerce Insurance Services, Inc., Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis and
Danny Perry of the Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company. See story on page 12.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In a five to one
decision, the borough’s planning
board approved a variance applica-
tion for a front-yard setback for ho-
meowner Lorine Quinn-Foy at 106
Hunter Avenue at its meeting on
March 26.

Ms. Quinn-Foy submitted a pro-
posal to construct a front-porch ex-
tension and addition to her home. The
required, minimum setback in the
neighborhood is 30 feet, while the
proposed front porch extension would
reduce the front-yard setback to 20
feet.

Ms. Quinn’s architect, Thomas
Kaufman told the board that the ma-
jority of homes in the neighborhood
had inconsistent front-yard setbacks,
giving the neighborhood an eclectic
mix of styles and variations.

Five board members agreed that
the proposed front porch would add
character to the neighborhood and
that the variance request was diminu-
tive.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings, however, voted against
the application, citing that the front
yard setback was too drastic and not
consistent with the majority of homes
in the neighborhood.

A conditional use application for a
built-in swimming pool and adjacent
deck was approved unanimously for
Karen Diaz of 157 Westfield Road.
Ms. Diaz complied with the Borough
Engineer Joseph Pryor’s request to
reduce the size of the proposed, back-

yard deck from 1,200 square feet to
550 square feet surrounding the pool.
Planning Board Attorney Robert
Renaud explained to the board that
the reduced size met the conditional
use criteria and did not require any
variances.

Ms. Diaz told the board that she
intended on consulting with the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension re-
garding the types of foliage to plant to
mitigate run-off water, which tended
to coagulate in her yard.

The board unanimously approved
Cindy and David Lazarus’ applica-
tion for a variance for a backyard
deck that would reduce their rear yard
setback to 15.7 feet, while the ordi-
nance calls for a 25-foot setback. The
board cited the deep woods bordering
the backyard as an adequate buffer to
justify permitting the backyard vari-
ance for the deck.

The board also grandfathered ap-
proval for a side-yard shed and exces-
sive lot coverage, as these were exist-
ing conditions prior to the Lazarus’
purchase of the home. Mr. Renaud
explained to the board that due to the
addition of a large family room, the
ratio of building coverage to lot size
exceeded the ordinance. The Lazarus’
described to the board the perma-
nence of the shed, which is surrounded
by plantings and a fence.

The next planning board agenda
meeting is on Monday, April 14, and
the next planning board regular meet-
ing is on Wednesday, April 23. Both
meetings will be held in the borough
council chambers at 7:30 p.m.

Lonegan: NJ Must Look to
World’s Economic Successes

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Steve Lonegan,
former Bogota mayor, spoke at a Re-
publican-organized Grassroots Tax-
payer Action Seminar in Fanwood at
the Forest Road Park building on
Monday night. Mr. Lonegan, execu-
tive director for the N.J. chapter of
Americans for Prosperity, a group
represented in 21 states, spoke for
nearly an hour and a half on the cur-
rent condition of New Jersey’s
economy and how the state has fallen
away from capitalism. To make his
case he cited examples of how differ-
ent countries had moved to a free-
enterprise system to improve their
economy.

Mr. Lonegan began the evening by
relaying his publicized arrest, in Cape
May at Governor Jon Corzine’s town
hall meeting on his financial restruc-
turing and debt reduction plan, say-
ing that “seven officers” arrested him
and had removed his “dangerous
wallet.”

Mr. Lonegan then moved on to a
discussion of America’s past, saying
that Americans have a long history of
individualism and that, “We loan the
right to govern to the government.”

He also added that, “If they are
reckless and irresponsible, we have
the responsibility to take it back.” Mr.
Lonegan said that he felt the state
government had “become reckless
and irresponsible.”

Mr. Lonegan then moved on to how
America was the first country to op-
erate under an economic system of
capitalism. However, Mr. Lonegan
said that he would prove that the state
had shifted away from a free capital-
istic market and was suffering for it.
He began by showing the examples
of capitalism through “Reaganomics,”
which he said, led to “probably the
most prosperous period the nation’s
ever seen.”

Mr. Lonegan furthered his case
through discussions on government
changes in other countries, begin-
ning with Chile. He explained that in
1978, Chile was the poorest nation in
South America. However, after a gov-
ernment coup, the new leaders
adopted the capitalistic workings of
America through a man named Milton
Friedman. In 1980, Chile set up a
privately held Social Security sys-
tem, in which a worker could choose
from one of six plans. He said Chile is
now the wealthiest nation in South
America and the fifth wealthiest in
the world.

He then discussed the economic
history of New Zealand, which he
said had a collapsing economy dur-
ing the 1980s. A new conservative
government was elected to deal with
the failing agriculture, a major source
of income, as well as a failing com-
munications network. The govern-
ment sold off the country’s one tele-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Marks Notes Displeasure At SP
Access to FW Train Station Lot

Fanwood Council Discusses
Historic Preservation Options

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said on Tuesday that
Fanwood officials need to be made
aware of Scotch Plains’ displeasure
at how parking passes are made avail-
able for township residents at the
Fanwood train station.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing, the mayor said daily parking fees
at the station have increased from
$3.25 to $5 and that Scotch Plains
residents wishing to purchase longer-
term parking permits are charged
higher rates and “don’t have the same
access” in terms of securing the per-
mits as do Fanwood residents. He

asked Councilman Jeffrey Strauss and
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato, the
council’s representatives to the two
towns’ shared services committee, to
speak about the matter at the
committee’s meeting on Friday.

During this past weekend, fliers
were posted on the municipal build-
ing and throughout downtown Scotch
Plains urging residents to boycott
Fanwood and businesses there in pro-
test of the higher parking fees. Mayor
Marks said he spoke with the town-
ship resident who posted the notices
and the resident, who he did not name,
had asked the shared services com-
mittee to discuss the issue.

While “Fanwood does have juris-

diction” over the train station lot,
Mayor Marks said Fanwood citizens
“avail themselves of many Scotch
Plains facilities where there is no
cost.”

Without elaborating, he warned
that, “We may have to evaluate some
of our programs” that offer access to
Fanwood residents. He urged Mr.
Strauss and Mrs. Coronato to “be as
forceful with that message” as they
think is necessary at Friday’s meet-
ing.

In other business, the council will
hold its next budget meeting on Thurs-
day, April 10, where it will discuss
specific revenue projections and rec-
ommendations put forth by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins. It’s expected
that the new state-mandated 4-per-
cent property tax levy cap will be
discussed. Mr. Atkins said the 2008
municipal budget could be ready for
introduction late this month.

The Sunday, June 1 Volunteer Rec-
ognition Picnic at Brookside Park is
expected to draw 150 to 200 attend-
ees, according to Councilman Kevin
Glover. At Tuesday’s meeting, there
was a discussion of how to pay for the
event, which will cost between $4,000
to $5,000.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
finance officials had asked her to iden-
tify the specific township account
from which the expenses for the pic-
nic will be paid. Mr. Atkins said the
money could come from one of two
accounts: administration or celebra-
tion of public events.

Mayor Marks called it “an interest-
ing dilemma,” given the township’s
financial constraints. “Is it appropri-
ate to introduce a new event?” the
mayor asked. Mr. Glover spoke of the
“value that volunteers contribute to
the township,” and said that, “In a
tough year, we value them even more.”

Several members of the board of
directors from the Resolve Commu-
nity Counseling Center met with the
council to discuss an extension of
their lease allowing the counseling
service to use the 300-year-old
Hamilton House adjacent to the
Osborn Cannonball House on Front
Street. The group’s 20-year lease
ended in December, and board mem-
bers, after showing a brief video out-
lining the group’s services, asked the
council to consider a new 20-year
lease.

At its meeting next week, the coun-
cil will introduce an ordinance in-
creasing various fees charged under
the Uniform Construction Code. Con-
struction Official Robert LaCosta told
the council on Tuesday that the in-
crease was necessary because state
regulations require such an adjust-
ment when shortfalls occur. In 2007,
he said, the township collected about
$550,000 while expenses in that area
totaled about $613,000.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Nine members of
Fanwood’s Historic Preservation
Commission attended the borough
council’s monthly agenda meeting
Tuesday night after Mayor Colleen
Mahr invited the officials to partici-
pate in a “dialogue” regarding the
panel’s future.

Last fall, the governing body asked
the commission to “revisit” its ordi-
nance and “to review what’s on the
books,” said Mayor Mahr.

In particular, the mayor said the bor-
ough wanted to determine “where [the
historic preservation ordinance] was
weak and where it could be stronger.”

Commission Chairman Delores
O’Brien and the borough’s historic
preservation consultant, Nancy Zerbe,
subsequently helped prepare a letter
of response, parts of which were dis-
cussed Tuesday night.

Ms. Zerbe said the document is
intended to explain “how to go
through the process and strengthen
your historic preservation program.”

But, Ms. Zerbe said there was “hesi-
tance” to make the commission more
of a “regulatory body.”

“I strongly believe Fanwood needs
to make a decision on whether to go
in that direction,” Ms. Zerbe said.

Mayor Mahr and several council
members said they would like to re-
ceive recommendations from the com-
mission on what properties it thinks

should be preserved and related policy
issues regarding the historic district
and registry listings.

“[If] you’re going to drive the bus;
you have to come forward,” said
Mayor Mahr.

“We have to be clear about policy
and procedure,” Councilwoman
Donna Dolce said. “We have a policy;
you don’t have a procedure, [but] we
could validate a procedure you rec-
ommend to us,” Ms. Dolce added.

Ms. O’Brien responded that the
commission is active in historic pres-
ervation education and other initia-
tives, but she said one of the
commission’s key requests is for sup-
port to conduct “an updated survey of
the historic structures in the borough.”

Ms. Zerbe said that it’s important
to determine “what’s historic in
Fanwood and what’s a threat.”

The commission also looks to de-
termine the impact of the borough’s
Master Plan on historic sites.

Commission member Margaret
McIntyre said, “We really want to
have a town-wide discussion” about
historic preservation issues, especially
involving “people who live in his-
toric structures.”

“Our ordinance is not that strict
compared to other towns,” said Ms.
O’Brien, asserting that the borough
should put its historic district near the
train station on a local “registry.”

“It’s not that easy,” Ms. O’Brien
said, suggesting that the commission
would require “training and support”
to complete such a task and to take a
more regulatory approach to preserv-
ing properties.

“You have the [historic preserva-
tion] framework; it’s just not being
fully implemented,” said Ms. Zerbe.

“We’ll talk amongst ourselves
about this as a council and get back to
you all; thanks for working with us,”
responded Mayor Mahr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Citizens Speak Out on
Possible Town Mergers

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written or The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Members of the
Mountainside Senior Citizen’s Club
were not without opinion when asked
about Governor Jon Corzine’s plan to
cut state funding to the borough.
“Well, I don’t like that,” Mary Gibney
said at the club’s meeting in Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church. “We have
enough problems.”

Mrs. Gibney is responding to the
Governor’s plan to cut $249,939 in
state funding to the town – half of
what Mountainside currently receives
for municipal expenses. Gov. Corzine
has said he wants small towns to find
ways to share services with nearby
communities or merge with one of
their neighboring towns.

“We’re better off with a small tax
hike than to combine with a larger
town and get a huge tax hike,” Marie

Harrison said.
“I don’t go for this combining with

other towns,” Louisa Bataille added
in agreement.

As the conversation grew louder,
so did the opinions. “We may have to
combine schools,” one member
added.

Another member suggested that
Gov. Corzine cut state employee sala-
ries by 3.5 percent for one year: “He’d
have a big cut and he can leave us
alone.”

One senior citizen, when asked her
opinion, simply said, “Let’s face it, I
don’t like Jon Corzine under any con-
dition.”

The sentiment wasn’t much differ-
ent at the Elks Club where a group of
Mountainside parents gathered in sup-
port of the town’s baseball team play-
ing in Cooperstown this summer.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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ON THE MOVE...The Little Shop of Comics is greeted during their move
to their new location at 393 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.  Pictured, left
to right, are: Township Prosecutor Tom Russo, Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA) President Frank DiLollo, owners Lena
and Steve Olsen and SPBPA Vice President Ray Pardon.

Corrections
A photo caption on page 2 in the

March 27 issue incorrectly identified
Mountainside Fire Chief Neil Will-
iams as being in the photo when, in
fact, it was construction official
George McGrath, pictured on the left.

In a front-page article on March 20
on the concept of merging munici-
palities, it was incorrectly stated that
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have a
shared fire department and rescue
squad. They have separate volunteer
fire departments and rescue squads.

SPFD Receives $5,000 Boost
For Equipment, Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rapid Inter-
vention Team (RIT) members in
Scotch Plains, who during emergency
operations arrive at the scene to sup-
port the potential rescue of firefighters
in danger, received a boost from a
grant earmarked for equipment and
training.

Commerce Insurance Services, Inc.
and Fireman’s Fund Insurance Com-
pany partnered to award the Scotch
Plains Fire Department a $5,000 grant.
Specifically, grant funds will be used
to train departmental firefighters,
through a standardized program cre-
ated by Union County, on proper rapid
intervention techniques. In addition,
funds will purchase rescue ropes, forc-
ible entry tools and bolt cutters to
support rescue efforts.

 “Under state regulations, if I send
two firefighters into a building, I must
provide two firefighters outside whose
sole responsibility is to rescue the
firefighters in the building should they
get trapped,” said Scotch Plains Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis. “In Union
County, because of our mutual aid
system, those firefighters often come

from surrounding departments, so it’s
critical our firefighters receive the
same training as firefighters from
neighboring departments. This grant
will allow that to take place.”

 “Firefighters put themselves in
grave danger everyday,” said Michael
Avalone, vice president of Commerce
Insurance Services. “It’s critical they
have the proper training and tools to
do their jobs safely. The result is a
community whose residents and prop-
erty are better protected.”

The grant package is part of a na-
tionwide program called Fireman’s
Fund Heritage which is funded by
Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company.
The program is designed to provide
needed equipment, training and edu-
cational tools to local fire depart-
ments. Since 2004, Fireman’s Fund
has issued grants to hundreds of dif-
ferent departments totaling over $17
million. Independent insurance agen-
cies/brokers that sell Fireman’s Fund
products, like Commerce Insurance
Services, are able to direct these grants
to support fire stations in their com-
munities.

phone company in order to bring com-
petition to the country. As a result,
New Zealand now has seven phone
companies and one of the world’s
best communications systems. The
new government also ended regula-
tions on agriculture, leading to New
Zealand becoming the world’s num-
ber one source for dairy products and
among the top three for meats, he
said.

Mr. Lonegan continued his world
discussion with Ireland. He talked
about how it overcame the economic
problems it had in the 1980s. When a
new conservative government was
elected, the first thing it did was cut
taxes and eventually cut the govern-
ment by 40 percent. As a result, he
said, Ireland currently has the num-
ber one economy in all of Europe.

He explained that these countries
had success with the American model
of capitalism because officials under-
stood its principles. Mr. Lonegan de-
scribed these principles as personal
choice, voluntary market exchange,
freedom to enter and compete and pro-
tection of people and property. He gave
an example of corruption in New Jersey
by discussing State Senator Joe Vitale’s
(LD-19, Woodbridge) proposed, uni-
versal health insurance program.

Mr. Lonegan also said Gov. Corzine
is attempting to create the Thomas
Edison Commission, which would

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lonegan
decide on which businesses and in-
ventors enter the state.

He then described that because of
taxation, New Jersey is the 50th worst
state to start up a small business.

He ended his speech by saying that
anti-capitalistic countries, such as
Russia, are adopting capitalistic ten-
dencies.

He said the state was “yearning to
return to its roots,” when it had been
the least taxed state in the union, and
the only way to do so was a return to
capitalism.

Afterwards, there was a question-
and-answer segment, in which resi-
dents voiced their concerns about the
control of local government. The most
vocal words were against Gov.
Corzine, saying that, “He [Corzine]
has no regard for the working-class
people, and he has no will.” One
member of the public asked if he
could be taken out of office.

As the evening ended, many of the
attendees were pleased by Mr.
Lonegan’s words. “He had good ideas.
He really calls for more basic govern-
ment principles,” said Harry McNally
of Fanwood.

“He was very compelling and re-
ally spoke for citizen activism,”
Fanwood resident Monica Felsing
said. “The government of New Jersey
is the real problem people need to
fix.”

Jail Guard, Maintenance
Worker Indicted in Scheme
ELIZABETH – A corrections of-

ficer, a maintenance worker, four in-
mates and the girlfriend of one of the
inmates were named last week in a
19-count indictment for allegedly
smuggling tobacco in to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, according to
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow. The indictment was
handed up by a grand jury last
Wednesday afternoon, after press
deadline. An indictment is a list of
charges that must be proven in a court
of law.

According to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, Corrections Officer Stephen
Matthews, 48, of Union was indicted
for three counts of bribery, three
counts of official misconduct and one
count of conspiracy to commit brib-
ery and/or official misconduct.

Also indicted was Joseph Pecoraro,
37, of Elizabeth, a senior mainte-
nance worker at the Union County
jail, authorities said. Pecoraro is fac-
ing two counts of bribery, two counts
of official misconduct, two counts of
conspiracy to commit bribery and/or
official misconduct, as well as one
count of providing an electronic de-
vice, the prosecutor’s office said.

Both men were suspended without
pay from their jobs in August when
the charges first surfaced.

Four inmates were also named in
the indictment, as was the girlfriend
of one of the inmates. They are: Jer-
emy Watson, 22, of Plainfield, who
was convicted of murder after a trial
last month; Abdul Griggs, 36, of
Piscataway and Shariff Raymond, 27,
of Elizabeth, both awaiting trial for
murder in separate cases; Jadon
Russell, 29, of Linden, who was re-
cently convicted of drug and weap-
ons charges, and Watson’s girlfriend,
Kelly Spicer, 36, of Elizabeth, law

enforcement officials said.
According to Union County Assis-

tant Prosecutor William Kolano, who
heads up the office’s Special Pros-
ecution Unit, Matthews and Pecoraro
were accused of smuggling tobacco
products and a cell phone into the jail
over a five-month period last year. He
said Watson was running a lucrative
underground sales network with the
assistance of Griggs, Russell and
Raymond.

“The contraband consisted of
Marlboro cigarettes and Bugler loose
tobacco,” Mr. Kolano said. “Watson
and his cohorts were selling the
smuggled goods to other inmates for a
large profit. Spicer acted as the outside
link between the inmates and the pub-
lic employees by providing the money
to pay off Matthews and Pecoraro for
their part in the operation. On three
different occasions Spicer left the
money in Matthews’ late-model Lexus
SUV, which was parked in the Union
County parking lot.”

Lieutenant Robert McGuire of the
Union County Police Department and
Investigator Donald Johnson of the
Union County Department of Cor-
rections Internal Affairs Unit headed
up the investigation.

“The investigation involved exten-
sive surveillance and detailed moni-
toring of movements among the play-
ers,” Mr. Kolano said. “In less than
two months, Lieutenant McGuire and
Investigator Johnson had built a solid
case.”

“The motivation for the charges
listed in the indictment was simple
greed,” Mr. Romankow said. “It is
another troubling chapter in the his-
tory of the Union County jail as it
existed prior to the changes that were
put into effect as a result of the es-
capes in December, 2007.”

Westfield Police Receive
Shooter Response Training

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — With students in
the district on spring break, the
Westfield Police Department utilized
Westfield High School to conduct
active shooter response training this
past week.

Developed after analyzing lessons
learned from the shootings at Colum-
bine High School in Colorado in 1999,
active shooter response training is
meant to teach police officers tactics
for responding to situations such as a
shooter in a school.

After the tragedy at Columbine,
law enforcement officials realized that
standard procedures, such as nego-
tiation and waiting for specialized
units to arrive, could actually do more
harm than good when dealing with
assailants who are intent upon harm-
ing other individuals.

“Now the way that these [active
shooter situations] are viewed and
the way that law enforcement re-
sponds to them is different,” Westfield
Police Captain David Wayman said.

When an active shooter is present,
police officers are now trained to as-
semble into teams and enter the build-
ing in order to contain and neutralize
the threat to prevent further injuries
or loss of life.

Officers undergoing the training
first received classroom instruction
on tactics to use when responding to
an active shooter. Secondly, they
employed hands-on training with the
tools and equipment they would use
to react to an active shooter. The
exercises included practicing door
breaching techniques at a specially
designed breaching cage to simulate

different types of locked doors that
officers may encounter.

The officers practiced a number of
different scenarios, from room clear-
ing to dealing with wounded victims
to hidden and multiple shooters.

Since these situations may present
circumstances beyond what police
officers encounter on a day-to-day
basis, special weapons and tools are
necessary. In addition to standard
shotgun training that all officers un-
dergo, the Westfield Police
Department’s Emergency Services
Unit is equipped with AR-15 rifles.

The department also recently ob-
tained five sets of breaching tools
through a Homeland Security grant.
These tools are used to gain entry to
locked or barricaded buildings.

In addition, Capt. Wayman said the
department has acquired blueprints
to all of the public and county schools
in the district, and the town and board
of education are working on an e-
alert system to notify parents of situ-
ations at the schools.

All officers in the department will
undergo training during the week,
and officials hope this will give them
an overview of the tactics necessary
to deal with active shooter situations.

“Over the course of the eight days
of training, everyone will be trained
in the active shooter and in the breach-
ing tools,” said Capt. Wayman.

Capt. Wayman said that he was
pleased with the cooperation of school
officials in making the high school
available to them for training. He also
credited his fellow officers for their
eagerness to participate in the pro-
gram.

“Every officer realizes the impor-
tance of not only being able to pro-
vide service for the town in which
they work, but it [an active shooter]
could happen anywhere,” said Capt.
Wayman.

In addition to the training being
conducted at the high school, eight
officers in the department have also
attended a two-day active shooter re-
sponse course run by the Union
County Emergency Response Team.
Police Chief John Parizeau said that
the department hopes to send more
officers to the county training pro-
gram in the future.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood

Saturday, March 29, Michael J.
Krasnor, 23, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Garwood after a motor vehicle stop on
the 400 block of LaGrande Avenue.
According to police, he posted bail and
was released.

Sunday, March 30, Khanh M.
Nguyen, 23, of Blackwood was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Mullica
Township after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. According to police, he
posted bail and was released.

Sunday, March 30, a Fanwood resi-
dent reported that while she was shop-
ping in an establishment on the 100
block of South Avenue, someone re-
moved her purse from her shopping
cart.

Monday, March 31, Kimber J. Tho-
mas, 27, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was ar-
rested on an outstanding Scotch Plains
warrant after a field investigation. Ac-
cording to police, she posted bail and
was released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 24, a resident of

Plainfield Avenue reported that some-
one obtained personal information
about him and opened a credit card in
his name without authorization.

Monday, March 24, an owner of a
Route 22 business reported that some-
one removed several hundred dollars in
merchandise without paying.

Tuesday, March 25, police received a
report that someone ordered $40 worth
of gas from a Route 22 gas station and
fled after trying to pay with a stolen
credit card.

Tuesday, March 25, James Brown,
37, of East Orange was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 27, Alejandro
Gonzalez, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 27, Bruce Edwards,
54, of Blairstown was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, March 30, Beth Nugent, 44,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. Accord-
ing to police, she was processed and
released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 25, a Globe Avenue

resident reported that someone removed
approximately 1,000 pounds of scrap
metal from a container in the rear of the
property. According to police, 10 coun-
terweights also were removed. The ap-
proximate value of the stolen items is
$1,200, police said.

Tuesday, March 25, Tyrone A. Gar-
ner, 48, of Jersey City was arrested at

the Hudson County jail on outstanding
warrants in the amount of $580.

Wednesday, March 26, Ryan P. Priest,
18, of Berkeley Heights was arrested
and charged with underage driving
while intoxicated (DWI) and refusal to
submit to a breath test after being in-
volved in two motor vehicle accidents.
According to police, Priest also was
issued summonses for careless driving
and unsafe lane change. He was re-
leased pending a court date, police said.

Thursday, March 27, police re-
sponded to a report of a hit-and-run
accident on Route 22. According to
police, the victim was traveling in the
left lane when a small, black
Volkswagen entered the roadway, strik-
ing his vehicle on the passenger side.
The victim was able to get the other
driver’s license plate number before
the driver fled, police said.

Thursday, March 27, a Summit Av-
enue dentist reported that someone en-
tered her unlocked office through an
adjacent hallway and removed her
laptop when she stepped out of the
office for approximately three minutes.
According to police, two receptionists
stationed to the right of the office said
they did not see or hear anything un-
usual.

Friday, March 28, Dwayne E. Howell,
40, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on an outstanding
warrant.

Saturday, March 29, Patrick M.
Blewitt, 33, of South Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI after
being involved in a single car motor
vehicle accident on Route 22. Accord-
ing to police, he also was issued sum-
monses for unsafe lane change, care-
less driving and driving while sus-
pended. He additionally was charged
with outstanding warrants out of Hill-
side and Roselle Park.

Saturday, March 29, an employer at
a Route 22 tennis club reported that
someone removed $1,700 from a
cashbox in his office. According to po-
lice, the victim returned from a tennis
lesson and found the cashbox opened
and the money removed. The victim
stated that he is the only one who touches
the box and that any fingerprints on the
box other than his would most likely be
those of the suspect, police said.

Sunday, March 30, a resident of Cen-
tral Avenue reported that sometime
overnight someone damaged her mail-
box. According to police, several mail-
boxes in the vicinity were damaged.

Westfield
Tuesday, March 25, Robert Carter,

51, of Westfield was arrested on the 600
block of Stirling Place on an active
traffic warrant from Cranford. He was
released after posting $89 bail.

Saturday, March 29, Adriann N.
Roulhac, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
at Plainfield police headquarters on a
Westfield criminal warrant. She was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
held on $118 bail.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROTECT AND SERVE...Westfield Police Officers undergo training at Westfield
High School during the school’s spring break on March 25. The training is to help
the officers deal with the potential of a gunman being on the loose. Pictured, left
to right, are: Officer Jason Carter, Police Chief John Parizeau and Det. Sgt. John
Rowe.

In other business, the governing
body discussed a proposed resolu-
tion, to be considered at next week’s
regular meeting, pertaining to an “en-
vironmental services” contract cov-
ering the downtown redevelopment
area.

In particular, this measure would
include scoping the “remediation” of
the Livingston-Wilbor site on South
Avenue, which was demolished by
the collapse of a wall of the property
being built next door.

The borough is considering acquir-
ing the property with hopes of selling
to a developer to complete a piece of
the downtown’s ongoing makeover.

Mayor Mahr said determining any
environmental issues at the site, in
addition to other properties to be re-
developed, will help in “closing the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
circle of questions that need to be
asked and the public wants answered.”

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
said a public meeting regarding the
Helen Street reconstruction project
was held last week, drawing about
nine residents.

Mr. Pryor said the residents spoke
out against installing sidewalks along
Helen Street between King and Coriel
Streets, citing loss of front yard space
and impacts on landscaping.

Mr. Pryor suggested revising the
scope of work to remove the sidewalk
component.

“In the current financial climate,
you could easily justify it,” he said.

Mayor Mahr asked Mr. Pryor to
“cost estimate” the project without
the sidewalks before a final decision
is made.

“Why would Corzine want the
small towns to disappear?” one par-
ent asked. “People move to small
towns because they don’t want to live
in a big town where services are
stretched and people don’t know their
fellow town citizens.”

Many parents voiced their agree-
ment with Mayor Robert Viglianti,
whose letter to the editor appeared in
last week’s The Scotch Plains -
Fanwood Times. The mayor said,
“We’re sharing plenty of services.
What more can we do?”

Mountainside currently shares
many of its services, including its
health department, tax assessor and
engineer. Students attend Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights as part of a send/receive
agreement.

When presented with the scenario
of Mountainside merging with her
town, Westfield resident Madeline
Gerris said, “Our schools are already
busting at the seams, so I am not sure
where the state would like us to put
more kids.”

Other Westfield citizens admitted
that they had not paid attention to the
funding cuts issue because “it doesn’t
affect us” or had not heard rumors
about merging with Mountainside.

During a gathering of friends in
Cindy Rogers’ Mountainside neigh-
borhood, the subject of funding cuts
came up. “The consensus was that the
small towns were going to get hurt
the most,” Mrs. Rogers said.

“The majority opinion is that pen-
sions are the biggest cost. Policemen

and firemen should always receive
their pensions,” she continued. “How-
ever, there should be a reworking of
the pensions for all other employees,
both local and state.”

“This would never happen in busi-
ness and should not happen in gov-
ernment,” Mrs. Rogers added.

Scotch Plains resident Ken Einhorn,
who owns a local flower shop, told
The Times that, “Lowering my taxes
would be a good thing. But on the
other hand, I think [a merger] would
be bad because people would be dis-
placed out of jobs. You can’t have two
police departments, two tax asses-
sors, two mayors.” He believes the
problem “lies at the state level —
that’s where things should start.” He
pointed to public employees “col-
lecting two or three pensions” and a
need to “get rid of no-show jobs.”

Garwood resident Angelo Alimonti
said, regarding a possibility of merg-
ing with Clark, “It’s good and it’s not
good. There are some communities
that would benefit from it because of
their locales, but Garwood would be
hard because of increasing [school]
enrollment. A place like Winfield
would work because of their small
enrollment, but Garwood would
struggle.

“Plus, Garwood has no home rule
and very little representation in Clark,
which would only get worse in a
merged school district,” he contin-
ued. Garwood students attend Arthur
L. Johnson High School in Clark.

Eric Nierstedt and Fred Rossi con-
tributed to this story.
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Region’s Residents
Discuss Town Mergers

Mountainside BOE Adopts
Budget at Emergency Mtg.

By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES and
HORACE CORBIN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of edu-
cation (BOE) adopted its budget for the
2008-2009 school year last Thursday
night. A total of $12.2 million would be
raised in property taxes to fund the plan.
“Today is the last day that we can approve
it,” Business Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin said.

Voters will be asked to decide on the
tax levy and select candidates running for
the board on Tuesday, April 15.

The board planned to act on the budget
on March 25, but its meeting was can-
celled. BOE President John Perrin ex-
plained, “Our regularly scheduled meet-
ing was unable to occur because we didn’t
have a quorum” (four of the seven board
members are required to attend).

The total expenditures proposed for
2008-2009, according to the Mountainside
school district’s website, is $15,865,990.
This includes $3.1 million to send stu-
dents to Governor Livingston High School
in Berkeley Heights, $1.2 million for spe-
cial education and $389,360 for repay-
ment of debt. This is an increase over the
expenditures for the current year, shown
as $14.9 million. The expenditures for the
previous year are shown as $13.7 million.

Revenues to pay for the proposed
spending plan come predominantly from
property taxes, and are augmented by
state aid, federal aid, depletion of cash
reserves and dissolution funds.

According to Mr. McLaughlin, the
2008-2009 budget will only have
$574,963 (or 4 percent of revenues) in
dissolution funds left to pay current oper-
ating expenses. The dissolution fund is
the result of the breakup of the former
county regional school district, which
included high schools in Clark, Berkeley
Heights, Springfield and Kenilworth.
Mountainside and Garwood teenagers also
attended schools in the district. Voters
passed a referendum in 1996 to break up
the district.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Richard O’Malley said that three years
ago, he and others on the board were
presented with a “horrific…financial
mess.” He said Mr. McLaughlin deserves
a “tremendous amount of credit” for di-
recting the district out of it while always
putting the children first and never letting
them suffer. Mr. McLaughlin said that the

board has been able to offset the “inher-
ited structural deficit” rather well and
keep moving forward with education.

“The budget was fully under-funded
three years ago by one-third,” Mr.
McLaughlin said, referring to the fact that
10 special education students were esti-
mated then, but the district consistently
had 15. “We made that gap up by collect-
ing $400,000 in tuition adjustments [from
Berkeley Heights],” he said.

Mr. McLaughlin said that the budget
would have a 3.1 percent decrease in it
compared to last year if these dissolution
payments were not ending in October
2008. “Were it not for this loss, we would
not have to ask the taxpayers for a dollar
[increase] at all,” he said.

State aid for this year is $887,994, or 6
percent of total revenue. According to
Mr. McLaughlin, state aid is up about 20
percent over last year. He said that the
state is actually four years behind in the
amount of aid it gives out. However, he
said the state was supposed to have given
$144,000 in additional aid to the district
each year for the last five years.

The school tax is about 60 percent of
the total property tax bill in Mountainside.
Municipal and county property tax por-
tions have yet to be determined.

In Mountainside, the polls will be open
April 15 from 2 to 9 p.m. at Deerfield
School, borough hall and the Presbyte-
rian Church on Deer Path and Meeting
House Lane. Voters will be asked to con-
sider the budget and the three candidates
seeking election to the board for two open
seats.

Other business items, originally sched-
uled for the meeting canceled on March
25, were moved to the public meeting on
Tuesday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m. The agenda
includes the proposal to promote Deerfield
School Principal Jeanette Baubles to CSA
to replace Mr. O’Malley, who is leaving
at the end of the school year to become
superintendent of the Matawan-Aberdeen
regional school district. The board is set
to vote on a three-year, $135,000-per-
year contract for Ms. Baubles. If approved,
she would continue to serve as Deerfield
principal through Friday, May 16. The
appointment is subject to the approval of
Union County Executive Superintendent
of Schools Carmen Centuolo.

The board also will vote on hiring RLF
Associates to conduct a search for a new
Deerfield principal at a cost of $3,200.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Former Goya Executive Joins
GOP Race for U.S. Senate

Andy Unanue, the former chief
operating officer at Goya Foods, has
joined the race for the Republican
nomination for United States Senate,
according to The Star-Ledger. The
paper reported that the candidate and
his father, Joseph, were fired in 2004,
as Goya vice-president and president,
respectively. Allegations were made
in a lawsuit that Mr. Unanue “came to
work drunk at least five times.” The
candidate denied the report but said,
during a trial, he arrived for work
“hung over” and that he “drank a lot
during company parties.” He said his
firing was the result of “a family
dispute.”

In announcing his campaign, he
said he would like to use his “busi-
ness experience to strengthen our
economy and create more and better-
paying jobs” in the U.S. Senate.

He was also given the party line in
Cape May County, which does not
hold a convention for the June Pri-
mary, and won the Monmouth County
convention for its line.

He joins state Senator Joe
Pennacchio (LD-26, Morris Plains)
and Ramapo College finance profes-
sor Murray Sabrin in the GOP race.
Anne Estabrook dropped out after
suffering a minor stroke.

Princeton Businessman Opts
Not to Enter GOP Senate Race
Politickernj.com has reported that

Princeton businessman John Crowley
has decided not to enter the Republi-
can Primary race for the United States
Senate seat held by Democrat Frank
Lautenberg. Mr. Lautenberg is seek-
ing a fifth term. Mr. Crowley is presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
Amicus Therapeutics, a clinical-stage
biopharmaceutical company in
Princeton.

Ex-Glen Ridge Mayor Looks
To Have Corzine Recalled

Former Glen Ridge Mayor Carl
Bergmanson has filed notice with the
state Attorney General’s office to have
Jon Corzine recalled as New Jersey
Governor, according to The Star-Led-
ger. The effort is the first since the state

passed the recall law in 1995. Mr.
Bergmanson would need 25 percent
of the state’s registered voters, about
1.2-million voters, to sign in order to
get a recall question on the November
election ballot. He has launched a
website, recallcorzinenow.com.

Mr. Bergmanson was previously
known for trying to get Pluto rein-
stated as an official planet, The Led-
ger reported.

Two State Dept. Employees
Fired Over Passport Flap

Two State Department workers
were fired last month for improperly
accessing the passport files of Presi-
dential candidates Barack Obama,
Hillary Clinton, both Democrats, and
Republican John McCain. All three
are United States Senators.

Byrne Won’t Challenge
Lautenberg in Primary

Former Democratic State Chair-
man Tom Byrne has announced he
will not challenge United States Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg in the June Pri-
mary. A financial consultant, Mr.
Byrne is the son of former Governor
Brendan Byrne.

Hussein Agency Paid
For Trip by Congressmen

An official with a Michigan char-
ity was charged with setting up a trip
for three United States Congress-
men that was paid by Saddam
Hussein’s intelligence agency, ac-
cording to The New York Times. The
lawmakers are Democratic Reps. Jim
McDermott of Washington, David
Bonior of Michigan and Mike Th-
ompson of California.

According to the story, Iraqi intelli-
gence officials allegedly paid for the
trip through an intermediary and re-
warded the charity official, Muthanna
Al-Hanooti, with two-million barrels
of Iraqi oil. None of the congressmen
were charged. Officials said they had
no information that the congressmen
knew who paid for the trip.

Obama Leads Clinton
By 10 Points in Poll

A new national poll puts Barack
Obama up 49 to 39 percent over
Hillary Clinton in their race for the
Democratic Party nomination for
President, according to the Associ-
ated Press.

The Pew Research Center poll was
conducted March 19 to 22, and in-
volved phone interviews with 1,503
adults, including 618 Democratic and
Democratic-leaning registered vot-
ers.

Mr. Obama leads in total delegates
over Mrs. Clinton, 1,629 to 1,497,
according to RealClearPolitics.com.
A total of 2,025 are needed for the
nomination. John McCain has cap-
tured the 1,191 delegates for the Re-
publican nomination.

READING IS FUN…State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) takes
part in the Read Across America event at Barnes & Noble on Mar. 3, in Springfield.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
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         A Taste of Temple Sholom-          
      Prospective Member & Religious School Open House. 

                              Come Experience a Sunday Morning with us! 

UC High School. Sunday, April 6th
 9:30am-noon  

 

Meet the Rabbi, Director of Education, and teachers. Get a look 

at our school in action! Take part in our classes & experience our 

innovative & meaningful Jewish learning. Programs for adults too!   
           

 

 

At Passover we say... 

“Let all who are hungry come and eat.” 

Hungry for Judaism?  
Please join us for the second Seder. 

All are welcome Sunday, April 20th at 6:00 pm 

Please call to reserve a seat & for payment information. 

 
Temple Sholom      A Reform Congregation 

          LaGrande and Martine Avenues, Fanwood 

         Mailing Address: P.O. Box 539, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 
         908-889-4900 (phone) temple@sholomnj.org (e-mail) 

                 www.sholomnj.org (website) 908-889-9920 (fax) 
 

                           Please RSVP for both events! 
 

Operation Red Shield
Celebrates Fifth Anniversary

Golfers Say Fees Too High to
Attract Non-County Residents

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Representatives of
Union County’s golf courses told the
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Thurs-
day, that increasing golf fees at the
county’s three public courses and priva-
tizing the facilities would lead to less
golfers and reduced revenue. The free-
holders approved higher rates as part of
an overall ordinance on county recre-
ation facilities.

Some residents said out-of-county
rates are too high and, thus, do not bring
in as many golfers to Union County
courses.

“If our rates were a little bit lower, we
probably would get more golfers,” said
Cranford resident Lavinia Ruby, who
heads the Galloping Hill Woman’s Golf
Club Association.

“It’s (out-of-state resident fees) just
really, really high,” said Cranford resi-
dent Jeff Reisel, president of the Ash
Brook Golf Association. He said with
the new fee structure, “[Union County]
is getting pretty close to resort rates.
You’re not going to get anyone at a
public course.”

Noting the obesity problem in the
country, Laura DeMichelle of Eliza-
beth said she believes with higher golf
fees, the freeholders are “discouraging
exercise.”

Under the newly approved rates, daily
green fees at the courses will rise by $5,
to $27 on weekdays and $29 on week-
ends for county residents. County se-
nior citizens will now pay $16 and $29,
respectively, an increase of $5 and $2.
County organizations will now be
charged $55 on weekdays, an increase
of $22 from last year, and $60 on week-
ends. Shotgun starts will jump $20, to
$70 on weekdays and $75 on week-
ends.

Twilight golf fees are going up $5, to
$23 on weeknights and $24 on week-
ends. Seniors will pay $13 on week-
nights and $22 for weekends, an in-
crease of $2 and $4, respectively.

Out-of-county adult golf fees were
raised to $58 for weekdays and week-
ends. Last year’s fees were $48 for
weekdays and $54 for weekends. Out-
of-state residents will pay $70 on week-
days and $110 on weekends, $10 over
last year.

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
said the county had to increase the fees
to eliminate a deficit in the operations.
County Manager George Devanney has
said the county’s courses lost half a
million dollars last year.

Elizabeth resident Jerry Goldman,
who has been active with the Oak Ridge
Golf Course in Clark, said the county
should better promote its golf courses
to out-of-county residents. He said golf-
ers could play the whole day for the one
price.

“They can play more golf for the
same price,” he said. “But you have to
advertise. They have to know.”

On the issue of privatization, which

Mr. Estrada said is being considered as
a long-term solution, Mr. Reisel said
the county should turn to its courses’
golf officials for options to attract more
golfers. He said these professionals have
suggestions such as increased youth
programs and leagues.

“There are a lot of options out there
to get rounds up,” Mr. Reisel said.

He said if the freeholders opt to priva-
tize the golf courses, “give it two or
three years, and you’ll be back to your
golf professionals [running the
courses].”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth said golf is declining around the
country, not just in Union County.

He also said the county’s problem is
not weekend use, but weekdays, “when
the courses are empty.”

Freeholder Estrada told The Westfield
Leader, “We have to entertain [other
options] to have profitable golf opera-
tions.”

Another issue raised was the county’s
annual contract with Goose Control
Technology of New Jersey, Inc., of
Metuchen. The $38,000 contract, ap-
proved by the board, is for management
of the county’s Canadian goose popu-
lation at county parks.

Valerie Argenal of Rahway urged the
county to utilize the “free” services of
Geese Peace for non-violent ways to
address the goose problem. She urged
the county to post signs for park users
not to feed the waterfowl.

“I see the geese everywhere, and
killing them is just not the answer,” she
said.

Mr. Devanney said the county has
“put together a comprehensive plan” to
reduce the goose population. “The
goose numbers are going down.” He
said a few years ago, the county imple-
mented a “reduction” program whereby
the goose population was cut by 800.

On another matter, Tina Renna of
Cranford, president of the Union County
Watchdog Association, said she no-
ticed that Mr. Devanney’s office had
been “remodeled.”

“[Small town governing bodies] don’t
know how they are going to make ends
meet, and you have the county
manager’s office remodeled?” Mrs.
Renna questioned.

In response, Mr. Estrada questioned
Mrs. Renna on calling the project a
remodel. He said it was done for “secu-
rity reasons.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he would like Union County to
follow the lead of other counties, such
as Hunterdon, which has lowered their
tax levies.

Westfield resident Lance Cook asked
the freeholders to “do all you can to
reduce taxes” by looking “at every line
item.”

The next freeholder committee meet-
ing on the proposed $414-million bud-
get and $254 million tax levy is Wednes-
day, April 16, at 5 p.m. at the county
administration building in Elizabeth.

WESTFIELD — Operation Red
Shield came into being in the first few
days of “Operation Iraqi Freedom.”
According to Major Donald Berry,
New Jersey State Commander of the
Salvation Army, “The program, which
is now five years old, is but another
page in the history of the Salvation
Army’s ministry to members of the
armed forces and their families dating
back to the Spanish American War
when Salvation Army officers
accompanied troops to the Philippine
Islands.”

Deployment kits, containing
personal care items, have been an
important piece of the Operation Red
Shield initiative since the program’s
founding five years ago and more
than 7,000 kits have been distributed
to date. Operation Red Shield is not
limited to the distribution of
deployment kits. Emergency
financial assistance to families for

utility bills, rent and mortgage
payments, medical bills and other
essential items is made available on
a case-by-case basis. To date,
$500,000 in aid has been provided to
service families.

Stuffed toys, popular with children
of all ages, have been distributed in
large numbers through Operation
Red Shield to children of armed
forces members. Others have been
shipped to soldiers, then given to
Iraqi children who, in return, have
pointed out potential hazards to the
soldiers.

Steps are underway to supply kits
to the members of the New Jersey
Army National Guard as they prepare
for a major mobilization by mid-2008.
Individuals and organizations wishing
to assist in meeting the demand for
deployment kits should drop off travel
sized toiletries at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

Environmental Panel Urges
Turning Off Idling Cars

FANWOOD — Gary Szelc, chair-
man of Fanwood’s Environmental
Commission, asks residents to turnoo
idling car engines.

“Vehicle exhaust is the leading
source of hazardous air pollution in
our state. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school zones are a popular place for
idling cars and school buses to line up
to drop off or pick up students,” Mr.
Szelc said. “Unfortunately, these are
areas where idling can cause the great-
est harm to children, who breathe in
more exhaust because they are closer
to tailpipe level and because they
breathe at a faster rate than adults.
And those sitting inside their vehicles
are not immune from the danger.”

State law already prohibits idling

for longer than three minutes, but
environmental experts strongly rec-
ommend turning off the engine when-
ever a vehicle is stopped for more
than 10 seconds, according to the
environmental commission.

Fanwood’s volunteer environmen-
tal commission has seven members
appointed by the mayor. Its is the
watchdog of the borough’s natural
resources. Recent projects include the
updating of the borough’s Environ-
mental Resource Inventory and the
2nd Annual Great Fanwood Bird
Count in February. The Commission’s
next monthly meeting is Thursday,
April 17 at 7:30 p.m. and the public is
welcome to attend. For information,
visit fanwoodec.org.

Name

Address

City                                                    State

Zip                        Telephone

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

new friends?
When’s the best time to make

�

Today, at

❑ Please send me more information.

WL 04/03/08
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282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

WILDLIFE...The preying mantis above earmarks the 18th annual photography
contest sponsored by the Trailside Nature and Science Center. Amateur photog-
raphers are invited to submit their entries by Saturday, April 11.  For details, call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670 or see www.ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside to Host
Lecture on Birds

 MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County will offer a lecture at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside on Tuesday, April 8,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m., about making
gardens a welcoming site for birds.

Ruth Yablonsky will teach how to
attract birds in every season. She is a
Trailside park naturalist and Master
Gardener who will discuss landscap-
ing, plantings, bird seed, bird feeders
and bird houses that will invite these
feathered friends to home gardens.

The fee for this lecture is $5 per
person for Union County residents
and $10 per person for those from
other counties. Pre-registration is pre-
ferred as space is limited. Doors open
15 minutes prior to the event. For
additional information, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road.

Griggs of Westfield Named
To Overlook Foundation Bd.
SUMMIT – The Overlook Hospi-

tal Foundation Board of Trustees has
appointed Richard C. Griggs, of
Westfield, to a three-year term on the
foundation board. Mr. Griggs joins
several other Westfield residents who
are currently serving terms
on the foundation board –
Vice Chair Gerald Glasser,
Meri Barer, John Doyle,
Lee Hale, Charles LaRosa,
Norman Luka, Steven
Rosenberg, Daniel
Schildge – as well as
former chairmen Robert
Dillon, Jr., Dick Trabert
and William Quinn, who
also hail from Westfield.

“We are delighted to
welcome Richard to the foundation
board,” commented Chairman Bruce
“Toby” Wesson. “His financial back-
ground coupled with his experience
serving on boards of community ser-
vice organizations will benefit the
hospital as it transitions into its next
century of service to its communities.”

“Westfield is a key community in
Overlook’s service area,” Mr. Wesson
added, “so it is important that it be
well represented by Westfield leaders
on our board. Richard joins several
other Westfield residents who have
played a significant role in the
foundation’s fundraising efforts.”

Mr. Griggs co-founded Benefit
Service Company in 1964, and has
been active in commercial banking in
New Jersey for many years. He served
as a board member of Lincoln Fed-

eral Savings Bank in Westfield from
1979-1988, and co-founded
Manchester Trust Bank in Toms River,
where he served as director until its
sale to Sovereign Bank in 1997. His
professional affiliations include the

Society of Financial Ser-
vice Professionals and the
American Society of Pen-
sion Actuaries. He is past
president of the North Jer-
sey Estate Planning Coun-
cil and the Essex County
Chapter of the Society of
Financial Service Profes-
sionals.

His service throughout
the community has in-
cluded board member-

ships with the Westfield Foundation,
the United Fund, Fairview Cemetery,
and the Westfield YMCA, for which
he served as president. Currently, he
is an elder of the Presbyterian Church
of New Providence and leads a weekly
bible study at East Jersey State Prison
in Rahway. A jazz aficionado, Mr.
Griggs served as secretary of the
American Jazz Hall of Fame, which
involved tabulating votes for artists
and notifying them (or their families)
of their induction.

Mr. Griggs graduated from
Dartmouth with a Bachelor’s Degree
in economics and earned a Masters
Degree in finance from the American
College in Bryn Mawr, Pa. He and his
wife, Lois, have two daughters and
two grandchildren.

Other local residents appointed to
three-year terms on the Overlook Hos-
pital Foundation Board of Trustees
include John Cooper, Christine
Gottesman, Melody Irvin and Lynne
Olivo, all of Summit; and Eric Shick
of Annandale.

The Overlook Hospital Foundation
raises funds that are used to purchase
state-of-the-art equipment and fund
special programs to help Overlook
remain on the forefront of medical
care. All gifts to the Overlook Hospi-
tal Foundation are tax deductible and
remain at Overlook.

For further information on how to
become a friend of Overlook Hospi-
tal, please contact the Overlook Hos-
pital Foundation at (908) 522-2840
or visit
www.overlookfoundation.org.

Richard Griggs

Clutter Talk Set
At Garwood Library
GARWOOD — Jamie Novak,

“Queen of Clutter” and best selling
author of “1,000 Quick and Easy
Organizing Secrets,” will discuss how
to un-clutter and organize your life
on Thursday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Garwood Public Library located
at 411 Third Avenue.

She will present motivating strat-
egies with solutions that are simple
to follow and set into practice in the
home -- saving time, energy and frus-
tration. Her presentation will touch
on such areas as paper, bills and
mail, toys, closets and drawers, ga-
rage, house cleaning and much more.
Ms. Novak will talk about balance
and harmony in one’s life with a
well-organized home for a happier
family.

Ms. Novak is featured on HGTV’s
Mission Organization and has pub-
lished articles in “Woman’s World,”
“Family Circle” and “Baby Talk”
magazines.

Books will be available for pur-
chase after the program. Registration
is required as seating is limited.

Please call Garwood Public Library
for information and to register: (908)
789-1670.

Les Marmitons Sets
April Dinner Event

CRANFORD – Les Marmitons of
Cranford will hold its April dinner
event at 5:30 p.m. on April 15, at the
Kenilworth VFW, located at 21st
Street in Kenilworth.

Chef Doug Pilatowski of L9 Res-
taurant in Allendale will guide mem-
bers and guests through the prepara-
tion of a multi-course eclectic Ameri-
can tasting menu, paired with wines
from Cool Vines in Westfield.

The event is open to members and
guests only.

Les Marmitons is an international
culinary and social club of gentlemen
who share a common interest in
friendship shared in preparation, un-
derstanding and enjoyment of fine
food, wine and culinary arts. The
Cranford chapter draws members
from throughout Union County and
central New Jersey.

For more information on Les
Marmitons of Cranford, please see
lesmarmitons.org or e-mail Richard
Dreher at
rdreher@cranfordmarmitons.org.

The event will include dinner, danc-
ing and a live and silent auction. Tick-
ets are $350 per person; $100 addi-
tional for the VIP reception. To pur-
chase tickets, or for more informa-
tion on the event, contact The Raptor
Trust at (908) 647-2353, extension
37, or visit TheRaptorTrust.org.

Bramnick to be MC for
Raptor Trust Anniversary

GLADSTONE – State Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) will be the Master of Cer-
emony at the Raptor Trust’s 25th
Anniversary Gala “A Soaring Af-
fair” to be held Saturday, April 5, at
the Hamilton Farm Golf Club in
Gladstone. Former Governor Tho-
mas H. Kean will be the keynote
speaker at the event. The VIP recep-
tion will begin at 5:30 p.m. followed
by the main affair at 6:15 p.m.

The Raptor Trust is one of the pre-
mier wild bird rehabilitation centers
in the United States. It is located in
Millington and includes a hospital
with state-of-the-art medical facili-
ties, quality exterior housing for sev-
eral hundred birds, and an education
building. It is recognized as a na-
tional leader in the fields of raptor
conservation and avian rehabilitation.

The Raptor Trust is the result of
Len Soucy’s long-time interest in
nature and, particularly, birds of prey.
Mr. Soucy is the founder and direc-
tor of the non-profit organization,
which he started with his wife Diane.
He is a naturalist, photographer, lec-
turer, author, raptor researcher and
avian rehabilitator and holds a mas-
ter bird-banding license from the
U.S. Department of Interior. He has
been banding wild raptors for over
35 years.

Spring Fashion Show With
Miss NJ Set for April 13

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains College Club
will hold a fashion show and lun-
cheon, entitled “A Cruise Into Spring,”
on Sunday, April 13, from 11:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Miss New Jersey Amy Polumbo
will model swimwear ensembles from
Everything but Water, a specialty shop
at the Short Hills Mall. Spring fash-
ions from Lord & Taylor also will be
featured.

Multiple auction prizes will be of-
fered, including a Hilton Head condo,
West Palm Beach condo, Victorian

bed and breakfast in Avon-by-the-
Sea, Manhattan Club suite in New
York City, New York City ballet tick-
ets, Rutgers football tickets (50 yard
line), Jets tickets, tennis lessons and
restaurant certificates.

Tickets are $40 and may be pur-
chased by calling Ginger Rachko at
(908) 889-4105.

Stender Endorses Fifth
Term for Lautenberg
SCOTCH PLAINS – Linda Stender,

candidate for Congress in New Jersey’s
7th District, released the following
statement endorsing Sen. Frank
Lautenberg’s re-election bid:

“I join other Democratic leaders
around the state in wholeheartedly
and enthusiastically supporting Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg in his bid for
another term in the U.S. Senate,” said
Mrs. Stender, who represents the
state’s 22nd Legislative District in
the General Assembly. “Senator
Lautenberg has stood up for New
Jersey and now we need to stand up
for him. He has worked tirelessly on
issues that matter to our state, recog-
nized as a national leader in keeping
illegal guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals, stem cell research, environmen-
tal protections, and making our na-
tion safer and more secure here at
home. New Jersey is a better place
because of his leadership, and he’s
who we need looking out for our
interests.

I’m proud to be on the same ticket
as Sen. Lautenberg in November, and
look forward to joining him in Wash-
ington to fight for New Jersey fami-
lies.”

The CyberKnife.  Painless, non-invasive, highly accurate.
The CyberKnife has revolutionized the way we treat tumors in patients. 

Using advanced robotics and sophisticated image guidance, we can 

more accurately target inoperable tumors with higher doses of radiation.  

For many, it offers a hopeful option without the incisions or pain of

surgery.  As the first hospital in the northeast to have the CyberKnife, 

Overlook adds the benefit of experience to a technology that’s truly

remarkable.  Faster recoveries, fewer complications and better quality

of life mean getting you back on target.

For a referral to an oncologist call 866-413-2786.  For more information 

or to sign up for a free, personalized newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

This is how we see inoperable tumors.

YWCA Needs Domestic
Response Teams

COUNTY – The YWCA of East-
ern Union County (EUC) needs vol-
unteers for its domestic violence re-
sponse teams (DVRT).

Volunteers can be part of a pro-
gram in which local police depart-
ments work with the YWCA.

Volunteers will be trained to pro-
vide crisis response to victims of do-
mestic violence at their local police
department.

Trained DVRT volunteers, in part-
nership with the YWCA EUC, will
offer support to victims of domestic
violence, including safety planning,
emotional support, referrals to legal
advocate, counseling and support ser-
vices.

Applications can be picked up at
local police departments.

A required 40-hour training will be
provided by the the professionals at
the YWCA EUC.

Training begins today, Thursday,
April 3, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at 215
North Avenue, East, in Cranford.

For more information, contact
YWCA EUC’s Divya Dodhia at (908)
355-1500, extension 18. Those inter-
ested can also contact Fanwood Lieu-
tenant Richard Trigo at (908) 322-
5000, extension 117.

goleader.com/classifeds

Corzine Announces
Unemployment Plan
TRENTON – Governor Jon

Corzine Tuesday announced an ini-
tiative to prevent an automatic $360
million tax increase on New Jersey
employers caused by the depleted
balances in the Unemployment In-
surance Trust Fund.

Governor Corzine said, “We should
avoid imposing a $350 million tax
increase on employers during this
national recession. I am asking for
the Legislature’s help to address this
problem now to prevent this tax in-
crease, so that businesses will have a
stable and certain tax environment
for economic growth in New Jersey.”
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Former Classmate of John List, Jr. Recalls Reaction
From Roosevelt School’s Guidance Counselor’s Office

Towns Should Create Safe-Driving
Campaign, Enforced by Tickets

Every SP Spending Increase is Like
‘Throwing More Gasoline on the Fire’

Thank you for the prominent coverage
of John List’s recent passing.

I think everyone who lived in Westfield
at the time has their own story of how the
List murders impacted them. I was a
classmate of John, Jr. at Roosevelt and
knew him and his younger brother, Fred,
through the student council, of which I
was president during the 1971-1972
school year. I attended the family’s fu-
neral at Redeemer Lutheran Church as
the Roosevelt student body’s representa-
tive.

The Westfield Leader’s front-page ar-
ticle on March 27 conveys the shock and
horror that many of us felt when we
learned about the brutal quintuple homi-

cide and List’s subsequent disappearance.
I’d like to share my own recollection of
the List murder aftermath, please.

A day or two after the family’s bodies
were discovered, I was in the Roosevelt
guidance counselor’s office for some rea-
son and was watching the office secretary
go through a stack of computer punch
cards that, at the time, were “state-of-the-
art” technology for grading and printing
report cards. (Each student had a card
with his or her demographic information
on it, and teachers recorded class grades
on separate cards, all of which were then
taken over to the high school, where a
high-speed computer, for its time, pro-
cessed the data on the cards and printed In the interest of improving quality of

life in our towns, let’s kill two birds with
one stone: enforcement of New Jersey
state driving laws. Property taxes are a
killer, and state funding cuts are pro-
jected, so why not fill the gap through
serious ticketing of drivers – residents
and visitors – who routinely drive through
stop signs, fail to signal, don’t yield to
cars or pedestrians, don’t turn on lights in
rain or fog, ignore speed limits and pass-
ing rules and don’t pay attention because
of cell phones and other distractions?

It is in the interest of all to improve the
safety of everyone in our towns, while the
outrageous driving practices we see daily
– and the irresponsibility of some pedes-
trians – are utterly indefensible, so what is
holding back the police? We all moved
here because Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Garwood, Cranford and
Mountainside are charming communities
where adults and children can walk or

ride a bike to school, the train or down-
towns full of shops, restaurants and more.
This is only possible if everyone who
shares the streets and sidewalks makes an
effort to both look and think about others
as we travel – or cross – the road.

As part of an effort to preserve the special
qualities of our towns, why not promote a
safe-driving campaign, enforced by serious
ticketing? It could be dubbed: “We Care
About Our Citizens and Our Visitors, So
Please Follow All Traffic Laws – Violators
Will Be Ticketed.” Who could object? The
same people we see tailgating, passing on
the right and cutting corners at turns want
their own children to be safe walking to
school, so there’s no justification for driv-
ing in any manner that earns them a ticket.

Whether we close our budget gaps or
achieve safety through traffic enforce-
ment, we all come out ahead.

 Pamela Orbach
Westfield

It is often said that those who ignore
history are doomed to repeat it. One can-
not help but see the similarity of the
economic policies of Herbert Hoover,
John McCain, Marie Antoinette and the
team of Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks
and Manager Tom Atkins. Let’s look at
the facts.

In an economic meltdown similar to
what we see today, President Herbert
Hoover let market forces deal with the
stock market crash of 1929. As a result,
former heads of banks and other large
institutions stood on street corners selling
apples to support their families. John
McCain has set his policies for our eco-
nomic problems in accordance with the
policies that produced what was called
the Great Depression of the 1930s. Of
course, Marie Antoinette said, “Let them
eat cake,” when she was told that the
people had no bread to eat. This was a
precursor to the French Revolution in
which her head was cut off.

Mr. Marks and Mr. Atkins want to raise
taxes, for among other things, to add
money to the capital fund, so that Scotch

Plains can pay the down payment for
bonds that may be required in 2012. They
also want to keep the highest surplus in
the town’s history, so that Scotch Plains
can get a good bond rating in 2012 for the
bonds that may be required. If the con-
stant large increases in our local property
taxes keep coming and push seniors to
leave Scotch Plains to be replaced, if at
all, by families with children, we will see
the school component of our taxes sky
rocket.

Mayor Marks and Mr. Atkins will tell
you that the municipal portion of the taxes
is small. While that is true, it is the only
portion they can control, and every in-
crease is like throwing a little more gaso-
line on the fire. They worry about making
Scotch Plains the golf and recreation capi-
tal of Union County. If they keep up their
tax, bond and spend policies, we will not
have time to engage in recreation but will
all have to learn how to knit and sew to
make our own clothing.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

In years past, the final step in a town’s
budget process was to calculate the differ-
ence between anticipated expenses and an-
ticipated revenues, with the result being the
amount needed in property taxes to balance
the budget. This sum becomes the munici-
pal tax levy and is the sole factor in deter-
mining the municipal portion of your prop-
erty tax bill.

Under Governor Corzine’s new 4-per-
cent tax cap rules, calculating the municipal
tax is now an earlier step in the 2008 budget
process, as we struggle to project whether or
not the town will have the additional rev-
enue it needs in 2008 to meet the increase in
costs for the same services provided in the
$36-million budget in 2007.

One of the perverse ironies of the 4-
percent cap, in the name of property tax
reform, is that, in principal, it will tempt
municipalities to propose the maximum tax
increase in years of sub-need, so that the
highest possible tax basis is available for tax
increases in future years when the need may
be very strong.

By rule, a municipality cannot tax its
residents for funds it will not spend in the
current year, so any push in the tax rate that
is necessary to capture the full 4 percent
must also be offset with an equal increase in
spending. Perverse indeed, when the stated
goal of government is to minimize taxes;
however, with the new tax cap, some now
see a strategic need to “max out” the tax
basis yearly and long-term disincentives to
keeping increases below 4 percent.

As we work through the 2008 Westfield
budget, it is clear that the 4-percent maxi-
mum tax increase ($797,000) is in great
need and is in fact insufficient to offset cost

So-Called Property Tax
Reform is a Perverse Irony

increases in just three areas alone: RVSA
sewer charges ($340,000 increase), library
expenses mandated by the state ($173,000
increase) and health insurance premiums
($291,000 increase). At this stage, the bud-
get projects a $1.6-million deficit in deliv-
ering all 2007 services at 2008 prices and a
4-percent tax cap.

The final tax will be closer to a 9.5-
percent increase, as the state has created a
generous loophole for itself in allowing a
tax pass-through directly to our taxpayers of
about 5.7 percent for certain state charges to
the municipality ($800,000) and their re-
duction state aid $(411,000) to our commu-
nity.

The town council’s remaining challenge
is to reduce the deficit by increasing rev-
enues, such as parking fines and other fees,
and decreasing expenses through program,
service and employee reductions. In this
process, government will need to be
downsized and reinvented, and many non-
essential services will be considered for
elimination. Services that local government
will no longer be able to afford or provide
are likely to cost our residents far more on
a private basis per household.

In one of the highest taxed states in the
country, the final irony could be this: though
impossible under the new law, some, if not
many, Westfield residents would be in fa-
vor of a tax increase nominally higher than
4 percent as a way of avoiding even higher
private costs for replacing discontinued
municipal services of importance or useful-
ness to them. And they called it “property
tax reform.”

Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman

Residents Should Vote ‘Yes’
To ‘Continue What Has Been Done’

In relocating back to Westfield in Au-
gust from Massachusetts, we were count-
ing on the excellent school system we
remembered from our own high school
days. Three of our daughters started at
McKinley School, Edison Intermediate
and Westfield High School in September,
and we can attest that the constant com-
mitment to quality education is alive and
well in the Westfield Schools.

We have encountered energetic, tal-
ented and available teachers who make a
difference on a daily basis; a wide range of
high school course offerings; programs
designed to meet the varied interests and
aptitudes of the student body; devoted
middle-school guidance counselors who
smoothed the transition as we switched
schools; an elementary-school principal
whose presence in the school, on the play-
ground and in the halls gives our daughter
a sense of support and confidence to do her
best; librarians who take time to pull books
to feed a reader’s passion; a music pro-
gram that nurtures new skill and grows
ability; varsity athletics that value aca-

demics and foster commitment and team
pride; an impressive focus on technology-
enabled learning and support and parent
organizations and individuals who give of
their resources and time endlessly. These
are just a sampling of the depth of pro-
gramming, administration and quality staff
we have seen in our first year returning to
Westfield. Please join us in April to pass
the budget.

This year, you are not voting to choose
to add a program or build a structure, but
you are saying “yes” to continuing what is
already being done. In a time when we are
all trying to make dollars go further and
every cent count, the schools find them-
selves in the same position. “Yes” means
you support what is being done today and
want the same for tomorrow. Vote “yes”
April 15 to support the school system that
produces the invaluable experience of a
total education for the children of
Westfield.

Mary and Dennis Reilly
Westfield

the grade reports.)
The secretary was openly crying as she

went through the deck of cards to find just
two of them: one each for John and Fred
List. She put them aside and continued to
cry. John and Fred would not be getting
report cards that marking period.

For some reason, this simple adminis-
trative action made it very clear to me that
two Roosevelt students were no longer
with us.

Thirty-seven years later, this small act
is what I recall first when I think about the
List family murders.

Andrew Karp
Sonoma, Calif.

Former WF Resident Kept Scrapbook Of Stories
On John List Murders, Saved All Related Articles

I grew up in Westfield, attended all the
schools and moved from there about three
years ago. I always had the fascination in
the List case, as did everyone in Westfield.
I saved all articles in the paper pertaining
to the List murders. I bought a T-shirt at
his trial that said, “Hi, I am Bob Clark”
[John List’s pseudonym]. I was in touch
with Ann Rule, a famous writer of “True
Life Murders.” I told her I had all the
articles and would be happy to send them
to her to write a book on John List.

She was in the middle of writing the
books “Small Sacrifices and a Stranger
Beside Me,” the story of Ted Bundy.
Anyway, as years went by, I never lost
interest in the case. I purchased many
photos of the List house, the murder scene
and John List’s mug shot. I have kept all
these in scrapbooks, not sharing them
with anyone while he was still living. I
also had purchased the book List co-
authored while he was in jail. I had also
been to Frankenmuth, Mich., to see his

family plot, where he will never be bur-
ied, nor in Westfield either.

It’s sad when one takes the lives of so
many family members and sad, too, for
John List that no one claimed his body.

Jennifer Lee
Castle Hayne, N.C.

Editor’s Note: Mrs. Lee sent her com-
plete collection to The Westfield Leader
this week for care and public archiving.
We’re reviewing how to proceed.

Lesniak Ripped GW for
His Law Firm’s Interest

Here is a Paul Harvey “The Rest of the
Story” moment. But instead of something
inspirational or uplifting, this, unfortunately,
reveals greed, arrogance and abuse of power.

As you may be aware, the New Jersey
State Legislature is considering cutting
state aid to small towns under 10,000 popu-
lation, of which my Garwood is among
them. This is in order to address our state’s
fiscal crisis problems. An elected Garwood
borough official expressing concern for
Garwood’s constituents reached out to the
local senators and assemblymen covering
this area. The assemblymen showed com-
passion. However, one senator, Senator
[Ray] Lesniak, decided to write an edito-
rial in the March 6 edition of the Star-
Ledger’s New Jersey section. Although
the town wasn’t mentioned by name, he
noted our 0.8-square-mile size and the loss
of $350,000 in aid, and used our concerned
“borough official” and our Garwood as an
example of how small towns don’t want to
help themselves. He said we had a large
development proposed that would bring in
large ratables, but our planning board had
turned it down, with Senator Lesniak stat-
ing, “This town chose higher property
taxes because development proposals
weren’t quite what it wanted.”

And now “the rest of the story.” The
development, which Senator Lesniak
claimed was beneficial to Garwood, was
located on a back neighborhood off the
main streets. Where nine houses are al-
lowed, the developer proposed to put 47
apartment units in a three-story building,
with underground parking for 95 automo-
biles. Indeed, Garwood would have gar-
nered $400,000 in ratables but at what
cost? The neighborhood is zoned for two-
family homes and is mostly Cape Cods.
But the real dirt lies beneath this project.
This developer was using a local legal firm
as his application attorney. Three months
before the application was to be heard, the
applicant changed his law firm to a firm by
the name of “Weiner Lesniak.” Senator
Lesniak is the principal. Two months be-
fore the hearing, a $7,500 donation was
given by the project applicant to Senator
Lesniak’s political committee. It appeared
to Garwood that Senator Lesniak was pos-
sibly strong-arming himself into this ap-
plication to make good money off of the
applicant and Garwood. He then sent his
best lawyer to the hearing; but, alas, the
Garwood planning board turned it down.

A few years ago, Senator Lesniak
bragged to the Star-Ledger that he is the
“political boss” of the area. He “controls”
elections, political appointments and
which developments are for the towns in
his so-called kingdom. He has become
quite good at his destruction on the resi-
dents, all to his financial gain. He has
wrested control of our Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority over the years. His
Weiner Lesniak legal billings went from
$80,000 to $500,000 in 10 years, all paid
by tax monies. He was able to manipulate
his nephew into the Union County
manager’s job, now paying $155,000 per
year. This fellow had no experience or
education for this position 12 years ago
and still doesn’t. County taxes have sky-
rocketed 70 percent since year 2000 as
pay-to-play, cronyism, lawsuits and nepo-
tism run rampant at the county. And col-
lateral damage occurs as the county
manager’s wife had a good-paying county
job, and even his mother-in-law is on the
county payroll, where another hard-
pressed senior could have had that job.

Senator Lesniak has feathered his nest
lucratively for himself, his law firm and
his relatives. How many towns have re-
fused his self-serving greed and now have
his wrath for their resistance, going so far
as him using Garwood as some kind of
example? And now you have the rest of
the story.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Lt. Colonel Thanks
Paper For Iraq Call

I truly appreciate you and your staff for
their interest in talking to me here in Iraq.
I think it is terribly important to get the
message out.

The entire Westfield community and
surrounding areas have been stupendous
with their support. It is truly special the
friendships I have made.

I look forward to visiting upon my
return.

Lt. Col. Timothy Whalen

Bramnick, Angelini  Promote
Bill Banning Dual-Office Holding

Several recent newspapers reports show
that the practice of dual-office holding is
very much alive and well in New Jersey.

The Legislature should act on the
Bramnick-Angelini bill, putting an imme-
diate halt to the practice of dual-office hold-
ing.

The dual-office-holding ban never should
have included a grandfathering clause in the
first place. When a practice is wrong, and it
is costing the taxpayers money, it should be
stopped as soon as possible, and there is no
excuse for allowing people to continue in
these dual roles.

The Bramnick-Angelini bill, A-2456, re-
moves the provision of the current law,
which permits a member of the Legislature
who held more than one elective public
office on February 1, 2008, to continue to
hold those offices. Under our bill, a legisla-
tor must either resign from the Legislature,
or remain as a member of the Legislature

but resign all other elective public offices,
within 14 days after the bill’s enactment.

The Gloucester County Times, Tuesday,
reported that Senator Stephen Sweeney,
who announced last year that he would not
seek another term on the Gloucester County
freeholder board, has changed his mind and
will move forward in his bid for re-election.
A Star-Ledger story last week showed that
there has actually been an increase in the
number of dual-office holders since the
bill’s enactment.

Some officials had indicated that they
would voluntarily comply with the spirit of
the new law by stepping down from their
posts, but they have now backed away from
those promises. Exempting current dual-
office holders from this ban will only allow
the problem to continue to fester, and we
need to put a stop to it now.

Asm. Jon Bramnick, LD-21
Asw. Mary Pat Angelini, LD-11

It’s April Fools Day
“The first of April is the day we remember what we

are the other 364 days of the year.” — Mark Twain.
This Tuesday, most residents were careful about

believing what they heard or saw because of April
Fool’s Day. They didn’t want to get hooked by a
prank. We were careful that day, too,
about believing press releases sent to
us. One that we received was about
Senator Stephen Sweeney, Senate
Majority Leader, Gloucester County
Freeholder and Iron Workers Union
Treasurer (all the same person). We
were sure it was a joke.

The April Fool’s Day tradition is
thought to have started in France
around 1582. Prior to that, the New
Year was celebrated for eight days,
beginning on March 25 and ending
on April 1. Charles IX changed the
calendar then. The Gregorian calen-
dar was introduced, and New Year’s
Day was moved to January 1.

However, news back then traveled
by foot, and many did not learn of the calendar
change for several years. Others refused to accept
the new calendar and continued to celebrate the New
Year on April 1. The populace labeled these people

as “fools” and subjected them to ridicule. They were
made the butt of practical jokes.

This tradition of pranks on the first day of April
spread to England and Scotland in the 18th century
and was then introduced to the American colonies.

For the most part, April Fool’s Day is
supposed to be a funfest where some
carry out their brand of humor at the
expense of others.

Pranks on April Fool’s Day range
from simply saying, “Your shoe’s
untied!” or perhaps setting a
roommate’s alarm clock back an hour.
Whatever the gag, the trickster ends it
by yelling to his victim, “April Fool!”

The joke: Seems that Senator
Sweeney campaigned for election last
fall, promising to end his double-
dipping ways and resign as county
freeholder if elected senator. On April
1, he reneged on his promise and
again will seek re-election as free-
holder.

Were Samuel Langhorne Clemens alive today, he
might revise his statement — “The first of April is the
day New Jerseyans remember that they are fools 365
days of the year.”

Mark Twain

Letters to the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cachinnate – To laugh loudly or too

much
2. Scorper – A jeweler’s gouging tool

used for engraving metal
3. Vogie – Cheerful; merry
4. Vitric – Having the nature of glass

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCORIA
1. An outer covering of a plant
2. A film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. The slag or refuse left after the metal

has been smelted from the ore
4. A mild form of smallpox

OLECRANON
1. The upper part of the hind leg of a

horse
2. The part of the ulna projecting be-

yond the elbow joint
3. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
4. The governor of a province in the

Turkish empire
CIERGE

1. A large pole used to motivate a raft
down a stream

2. The siphon-like part which allows a
mosquito to draw blood from its prey

3. A wax candle
4. Pain in the bladder

BOREGAT
1. The rock trout of California
2. A land crab
3. A war horse
4. Harsh in taste, acrid
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reams begin here . . .D

44 South Martine Avenue Fanwood, NJ 908-322-2207
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30 am – 5:30 pm Evenings by Appointment

Visit: www.thebathconnection.com

Thursday,  April 17th
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Please call and register.

Attendance is limited.Attendance is limited.Attendance is limited.Attendance is limited.Attendance is limited.

Considering remodeling
your bathroom?

Question

Let’s talk about it . . .
who uses this bathroom, and how . . .
powder room vs. main bath vs. master bath . . .
vanity storage vs. pedestal
medicine cabinet storage vs. mirror . . .

. . . and this is just the beginning . . .

ANSWER

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Vote ‘Yes’ for WF School Budget
To Support Fine-Arts Department

Letters to the Editor

I am writing in support of the wonder-
ful fine-arts department that is so well
known in the Westfield public schools
and throughout Westfield.  I am encour-
aging everyone to get out and vote posi-
tively for the budget on April 15. Whether
your family has been directly affected by
the fine-arts department’s programs or,
as a member of the community, you have
seen our talented young people perform,
you must vote “yes.” The Westfield Fine
Arts Department   touches everyone in a
positive way throughout the district. Be it
at the concerts or the tradition of All-City
performances done by our grammar
schools, the fabulous musicals seen at
both of our intermediate schools or the
award-winning productions done by our

high school.
All this is made possible due to our

school’s budget. If you have ever walked
through town during Youth Art Month in
March and viewed the works on display
in the shop windows, or heard the beauty
of our choirs throughout the year, then
you know how important the arts are in
our town.

As a parent of children who have been
directly involved, I say vote “yes.” The
fine-arts department is the jewel of our
school district and the community-at-
large, and must be continued for the ben-
efit of all generations to come.

June Gaglioti
Westfield

Parent Urges Support of School
Budget to Preserve Education in WF

Eliminating Paraprofessionals is
‘Equivalent of Increasing Class Sizes’
I am writing in regards to the Westfield

school budget. I understand that the
Westfield Board of Education has many
challenges with keeping the 2008-2009
school budget affordable but not jeopar-
dizing the quality of education that our
children receive. I appreciate everything
that the BOE is trying to do to minimize
the impact on the quality of education.

However, I am concerned with the
elimination of some of the paraprofes-
sional positions, especially classroom
aides, that are proposed. In my opinion,
eliminating a classroom aide hurts not
only the student who needs the aide, but
also hurts the entire class. It has the equiva-

lent effect of increasing class sizes. With-
out the classroom aide, there are apt to be
more distractions that draws the teacher
away from instructional time and less
one-on-one time with each student. In the
long run, the entire class may suffer from
a lower quality of education than would
be possible with the classroom aide. The
role of the classroom aide is critical to
maintaining a high quality of education.

Many families, such as ours, have cho-
sen Westfield because of the excellent
school system. We currently have two
children in the school system and, over-
all, have been very happy with the quality
of education they have received. While I
am dismayed at the proposed elimination
of staffing positions, I urge the residents
of Westfield to support the current budget
so that, for the sake of our children, no
further cuts to staffing or teaching posi-
tions will be necessary.

Charlotte Lee
Westfield

Please join me in supporting the 2008-
2009 Westfield school budget. There are
many reasons to support the board of
education’s proposed budget. Most note-
worthy are the historically high-quality
education that the Westfield school sys-
tem has been able to deliver and the need
to keep the decisions that affect our
children’s education in the hands of the
BOE, those best equipped to make the
decisions that shape the parameters of
that education.

My husband and I are proud graduates
of the Westfield school system and feel
very fortunate that we are able to avail the
same opportunity to our three children.
Like many others, we chose to live here
because of the exceptional education that
Westfield consistently affords. Enough
cannot be said about the level of pre-
paredness Westfield graduates experi-
ence. My husband and I both recall feel-
ing self assured and well-primed as fresh-
men in college and know our eldest, a
freshman at The College of New Jersey,
is experiencing that same confidence.

Westfield has some of the most profi-

cient and caring teachers, who choose
their profession because of their passion
for education. Words cannot qualify our
third grader’s claim that, “My teacher
picks the best books for us to read, we
never want to put [them] down.” Addi-
tionally, a vast array of programs and
extracurricular activities complements
Westfield’s rigorous curriculum and
skilled teaching staff. The self-discipline
and maturity that our high school junior
has gained participating in varsity swim-
ming cannot be measured. Being a part of
the tradition of Westfield swimming is
part of his identity.

The quality and scope of our children’s
education cannot be taken for granted. It
is the cooperative responsibility of par-
ents and schools to prepare our children to
be responsible, caring and productive citi-
zens. I urge you to vote “yes” for the
Westfield School election on Tuesday,
April 15, vote “yes” to preserve the edu-
cation that our children deserve.

Cindy Morgan
Westfield

About a decade ago, the Union County
freeholder board commissioned a study
that indicated that the county had been
experiencing high unemployment and
lagged well behind in many other eco-
nomic metrics.

The report served as impetus for the
freeholder board to put together an eco-
nomic development baseline report with
Rutgers University, which helped to bring
our business, governmental and non-profit
partners to the table and take action.

Since then, our achievements with our
partners have been notable:

We rebuilt and expanded roadways.
We renovated train stations.
We dredged our seaport to improve the

flow of shipping commerce.
We expanded our airport—one of the

world’s busiest.
We built the state’s largest mall on the

site of a former landfill.
We increased retail opportunities along

Routes 1&9 and Route 22 throughout the
county and launched a grant program that
helped revitalize our downtowns.

In short, we revitalized and reposi-
tioned Union County as an employment
and transportation hub, and a develop-
ment boom washed over the region. A
diverse and stable economy is in place.

However, it is not enough to rest on
past accomplishments, as economic and
market conditions consistently change.
Last year, as one of Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski’s initiatives, we decided to bring
our partners back at the table to survey
our economic health and develop a plan to
keep Union County thriving.

And it’s a good thing we did. Since we
commissioned the study, the nation has
since slipped into a recession, and the
subprime crisis has crippled lending and
credit markets, bringing the real estate
industry to a screeching halt.

Union County recently unveiled the
plan — the Union County Economic and
Workforce Competitiveness Project —
developed in consultation with the presti-
gious John J. Heldrich Center for
Workforce Development at Rutgers Uni-
versity.

This multi-phase plan assesses the cur-
rent economic, educational and workforce
barometers of the county, its resources
and makes recommendations for future
growth in these areas.

As part of its findings, the report noted
the county has successfully moved from
declining “old economy” manufacturing
sectors to a more diverse, knowledge-
based, “advanced manufacturing”
economy, which includes pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturing, educational services
and retail trade.

The report also identifies the county’s
health care, transportation and warehous-
ing, pharmaceutical and chemical manu-
facturing sectors as likely candidates for
sustainable growth.

Based on these findings, the Union
County Alliance will conduct roundtables
to bring our partners together from all
sectors — governmental, workforce, edu-
cational and non-profit — in an effort to
sustain our new economy and implement
an action plan that includes:

Supporting a transportation, logistics
and distribution cluster by working with
existing and new companies to develop-
ing business connections between these
firms and other industries.

Developing a countywide workforce
plan to adapt to changing conditions and
ensure all residents access to educational,
and job-training programs designed to
meet the needs of Union County’s

County Commentary

By Chairman Angel Estrada
Union County Freeholder Board

Focusing Economic Strength
In Today’s Uncertain Times

economy.
Supporting the Portfields Initiative by

developing a trade-free zone, a cleanup
plan and marketing initiatives.

The Portfields Initiative is a project of
Union County, the Port Authority and the
New Jersey Economic Development Au-
thority. It is designed to support the port
and airport, two of the region’s primary
economic drivers, with warehouse and
distribution development on 17 identi-
fied brownfields or underutilized sites in
Essex, Union and Middlesex counties. In
Union County, the project involves six
sites: the Wakefern property on Division
Street, Greenfield Builders/North Avenue,
Port Elizabeth Business Park, Elizabeth
Bayway Area and Reichold Chemical
(land in Elizabeth and Linden), Linden
Airport and Tremley Point, also in Lin-
den.

Union County’s central location, its
road and transportation infrastructure, and
its diverse workforce and business sec-
tors serve as a strong draw for companies.
According to a recent report by the Ed-
ward J. Bloustein School of Planning and
Public Policy at Rutgers University, the
total vacancy rate for the Central New
Jersey office market, including Union
County, dropped from 16.4 percent to
15.6 percent at the end of the third quar-
ter. At 8.9 percent, Union County has the
lowest vacancy rate in Central New Jer-
sey.

Even with the region facing uncertain
economic times, Union County can con-
tinue to thrive if it focuses on sustaining
our strengths — which includes transpor-
tation, shipping, warehousing, pharma-
ceuticals, retail and educational sectors
— while maintaining our traditional
manufacturing base. We look forward to
implementing this action plan with the
help of our many partners to ensure Union
County’s best days are still ahead.

Jail Corruption is Another Example
Of Freeholders’ Misplaced Priorities
In the latest chapter of the failure of the

Union County freeholder board to com-
petently run the county jail, [last week],
we found out that a major contraband
operation was going on right under the
freeholder board’s collective noses. Of
course, none of them will take responsi-
bility for the rampant corruption of the
jail, even though the management of the

jail falls squarely with the freeholders.
This is another example of the all-

Democratic freeholder board being more
worried about photo ops and other mis-
placed priorities rather than making sure
the essential services of government op-
erate efficiently and free of corruption.

Phil Morin, Chairman, Republican
Committee of Union County

Resident Near WHS Continues
To Notice ‘Circus’ on Nearby Streets

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the Westfield mayor and town council, as
well as copied to the newspaper.

*****
I would like to call your attention to an

incident that occurred Tuesday morning on
Dorian Road. At 8 a.m., a teenaged girl hit
the stop sign across the street from my
house (corner of Dorian Road and Dorian
Ct). I did not see the accident occur, but
considering that the front left corner of her
car was crushed inwards, and the corre-
sponding damage to the stop sign, I believe
it is likely that her car went up onto the
sidewalk at a decent speed when it struck
the sign.

The driver parked briefly on Dorian Road
to make a phone call and then left the scene
of the accident before the police arrived.

This is yet another example of the circus
happening here on Dorian Road every day.
I wonder what might have happened if
another high school student had been walk-
ing down the sidewalk on his or her way to
school? Or an elementary student walking
on his or her way to McKinley? Or one of
the many dog walkers who frequent our
street?

Not so long ago, another teen driver
drove up onto the sidewalk across the street
from my house, damaging the curb and
grass in front of my neighbor’s house. Inci-
dents like these are in addition to the “mock”
accidents I see several times a week, on both

Dorian and Shadowlawn, where these kids
pretend to hit their friends in the street when
they pull out of their parking spots after
school. A big joke.

Also adding to the fun are the many kids
who walk into the street without looking at
all to get to their parked cars. And the kids
who open their driver doors into traffic
without looking. Let’s top this all off with
the many kids who have conversations with
friends walking on the sidewalk while they
pull out of their parking spot or drive down
the street. This scenario includes the driver
opening the passenger window and fully
looking to the right, laughing, talking and
not paying attention to the road.

I have seen this happen many times. I am
not even going to delve into the situation
with the “S” curve, as I now feel any discus-
sion of that falls on deaf ears.

These kids should be in a parking lot at
the school, where this traffic can be con-
tained, monitored and directed — not mak-
ing the streets around the high school into a
big fun house.

Another school year has come and gone
with no solution to this problem. For at least
the third time, I find myself asking you the
same question – what are your plans to
remedy the high school parking situation
for this September?

Lynn Toner
Westfield

Resident Feels ‘Crass,’ Nouveau Riche
Attitude Infuses Formerly ‘Classy’ Town

The letter in last week’s Westfield Leader
by Mr. Sautner about some parents’ behav-
ior at the annual Easter Egg hunt should
make Westfield residents ask, “What is
going on in our town?” It is also significant
that the observation comes from someone
in Cranford. Westfield used to be viewed
favorably by surrounding communities –
not any more.

Talk to people who live around us, and
you will find, as I have, that they are dis-
gusted with what Westfield is becoming. A
town is made up of people, and for many
years, Westfield was successful because it
was almost evenly split between life-long
residents who gave stability and maturity to
the town and so many newcomers with
cosmopolitan outlooks.

Before New Jersey lost its big interna-
tional companies, Westfield was a Mecca
for those companies’ employees. These
were people who had lived in many places,
who were from many countries and were
well traveled. They exhibited savoir-faire
and understood how to become a part of the
community and contribute to it. They fit in
very well.

Unfortunately, the type of people mov-
ing in has changed. Not all, but too many,
have that “nouveau riche, it’s all about me”
attitude, which translates into unacceptable

behavior. This behavior was manifested in
the Easter Egg hunt and can be displayed
when parents challenge teachers (because
their darlings can do no wrong), complain
about the ball field across the street or drive
suburban attack vehicles with total disre-
gard for others while blaring their horns a
la New York City.

It is also seen when kids refuse to move
out of the way of adults on the sidewalks,
when owners let their dogs foul up other
people’s yards or allow them to bark
incessantly.

I could list dozens of other examples of
rudeness and lack of consideration for
others that unfortunately have become
the norm in town. No doubt, this will
provoke a firestorm of defensive protests,
but maybe we’ll also hear from others
who see what I see.

And lest you chalk all this up to a chang-
ing society, I invite you to travel across the
Delaware, into middle America, and see
what a difference there is. As a 26-year
resident, it is sad to see the change from a
Norman Rockwell Westfield to one in which
“class” has been confused with, and re-
placed by, “crass.”

Joe Boscia
Westfield

Union County to Repair
So. Front Street Bridge

ELIZABETH – Union County has re-
ceived $330,000 in state funding to re-
place and reinforce the bridge deck of  the
historic South Front Street Bridge in Eliza-
beth. State funding of $462,000 has also
been obtained to replace the railroad
bridge over the East Branch of Westbrook
in Roselle, as part of a long-term, flood-
control project.

The South Front Street Bridge is the
only road-bearing moveable bridge still
operating in Union County. It is eligible
for the state and National Registers of
Historic Places.

Constructed in 1920, the South Front
Street Bridge is a 158-foot steel span
across the Elizabeth River, near Arthur
Kill. It was designed by the Strauss Bas-
cule Bridge Company of Chicago.

The South Front Street Bridge is the
last remaining road-carrying heel trun-
nion bridge in all of New Jersey. The
work on the bridge will consist of replac-
ing and reinforcing the unpaved steel grid
that forms the bridge deck.

The work in Roselle will consist of
replacing and enlarging the culvert that
carries the former Staten Island Railroad
line across the East Branch of Westbrook.
The new culvert will enable a greater
amount of water to pass through during
heavy rains, helping to alleviate upstream
flooding, officials said.

Funding for both projects was obtained
from the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation. Work is expected to begin
within the next year.

Buy & Sell on the Net at goleader.com/classifieds

Find Out More at:
westfieldnj.gov

garwood.org
mountainside-nj.com

visitfanwood.com
scotchplainsnj.com
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Daniel J. Sullivan, IV and Ms. Christine E. Thompson

Ms. Christine Thompson
To Wed Daniel Sullivan, IV

Mr. and Mrs. David Thompson of
Cape May Court House have an-
nounced the engagement of their
daughter, Ms. Christine Elizabeth
Thompson, to Daniel Joseph Sullivan,
IV. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Daniel J. Sullivan, III of Lincoln, R.I.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated in 1999 from
Westfield High School. She gradu-
ated from the University of Delaware
in Newark, Del. with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Human Services
and a minor in Spanish in 2003.

Ms. Thompson moved to Califor-
nia in 2004 and worked at Young and
Rubicam Brands in Irvine, Calif. as
a broadcast traffic manager from
2004 to 2007. She currently is em-
ployed with Toth Brand Imaging in
Cambridge, Mass. as a print traffic
manager.

Her fiancé grew up in Lincoln, R.I.,

graduating from Lincoln High School
in 1994. He received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Business in 1998 from
the University of Rhode Island in
Kingston.

In 2000, Mr. Sullivan moved to
California for a career opportunity,
where he worked with companies such
as APC and Collette Vacations.

The couple met in California in 2005.
They moved back east last June so Mr.
Sullivan could attend Boston College
in Chestnut Hill, Mass. for his Master
of Business Administration degree.
He will graduate in May 2009. They
currently reside in Newton, Mass.

The couple is planning a fall 2009
wedding.

Miss Constance M. Gaeto and Patrick W. Morrissey

Miss Constance Gaeto
To Wed Patrick Morrissey

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gaeto of
Fairlawn, Ohio have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Constance Marie Gaeto, to Patrick
William Morrissey. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. William Morrissey of
Westfield.

The bride-to-be graduated from Our

Lady of the Elms High School in
Akron, Ohio in 1997. She received
her Bachelor of Science degree in
Food Marketing from Saint Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia, Pa. in
2001. Miss Gaeto currently works in
sales for Johnson & Johnson Con-
sumer Products Company.

A 1997 graduate of Westfield
High School, the future bridegroom
earned his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Finance from Saint Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia  in 2001.
He currently is employed as a se-
nior equities trader for the Vanguard
Group in Malvern, Pa.

A June 2008 wedding is planned
in Philadelphia.

Baseball History to Be Focus
Of Two Library Programs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will present two
programs next week featuring base-
ball as the theme.

On Monday, April 7, families are
invited to hear author Sally Cook
read from and discuss her children’s
book “Hey Batta Batta Swing! The
Wild Old Days of Baseball” during a
program at 7 p.m. It is open to the
public and attendees are invited to
wear their baseball caps.

“Hey Batta Batta Swing!” takes a
look at how baseball has changed
over the years. Written in collabora-
tion with James Charlton, the book
is a 2007 Parents Choice Silver
Award winner and a Junior Library
Guild selection.

Ms. Cook’s first picture book, “Good
Night Pillow Fight,” was named Best
Bedtime Book by Nick Jr. magazine
and was a main selection of the
Children’s Book of the Month Club.

Before embarking on children’s
books, Ms. Cook was a reporter for the
Associated Press and a feature writer.
Her articles also have appeared in The
New York Times, Family Circle, Fam-

ily Life, Parenting, McCall’s and
Stagebill. She lives in New York City
and currently is working on more pic-
ture books and young adult novels.

The second program will take
place on Tuesday, April 8, at 7 p.m.
Lawrence Hogan, a professor of his-
tory at Union County College, will
present “Before You Can Say ‘Jackie
Robinson’: Black Baseball in
America and New Jersey in the Era
of the Color Line.”

Audience members will have an
opportunity to see memorabilia from
that time, as well as selections from
the video documentary of the same
name. Professor Hogan also will ex-
amine in depth the rich relationships
that comprised “blackball” during
America’s era of segregation.

This program is open to full-ser-
vice Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. It will be of-
fered through the Horizons Speakers
Bureau of the New Jersey Council for
the Humanities, a state partner of the
National Endowment for the Humani-
ties. To register, call the library at
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140,
or stop by the library’s circulation
desk. For more information on li-
brary programs, call (908) 789-4090,
access the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, or visit the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Forum to Take Place
On Church Growth

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will hold an adult
education forum this Sunday, April
6, when Alan Lesnewich will speak
about “Church Growth.”

Mr. Lesnewich is a member and
elder of the New Providence Pres-
byterian Church, where he also
chairs the Vision and Planning
Team. He was instrumental in the
recent $3 million expansion of the
facility there.

The forum will be held at 11:15 a.m.
in the church dining room, located at
Marian Avenue and McDermott Place
in Fanwood. For more information,
call the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
at (908) 889-8891.

LECTURE FOLLOWED BY Q&A

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2008 • 7:30 PM

Kent Place School
42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, New Jersey

Tickets: $20 Adults $10 Students (with student ID)

For more information and ticket purchase, please call
(908) 273-0900, ext. 313 or visit www.kentplace.org

KENT PLACE SCHOOL PROUDLY PRESENTS THE

14TH ANNUAL SPEAKERS SERIES 2008

ACTRESS AND

EMMY AWARD-WINNINGWRITER

SONIA
MANZANO
REACHING FORTHE STARS

For over 30 years,

Sonia Manzano has

inspired, educated

and delighted children

and families as

“Maria” on
Sesame Street.

Breaking ground

as one of the first

Latino characters

on national television,

she continues to

contribute to enriching

diversity on television,

on the stage and in

the educational realm.

Caregivers to Gather
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – A support group for

those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
April 7, at 8 p.m. in the parish center of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, call Marilyn
Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Committee Commences
Plans For 2008 Parade
FANWOOD – Plans currently are

underway for the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains 2008 Memorial Day Parade, to
be held on Monday, May 26. Memo-
rial Day pays tribute to American mili-
tary personnel of all wars who gave
their lives in service to their country.

For over 60 years, individuals and
civic groups in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains have honored these fallen he-
roes by marching in the annual Memo-
rial Day Parade. This year’s parade
will commemorate the 55th anniver-
sary of the Korean War armistice.

Participants will recognize the dedi-
cation, commitment and sacrifices of
America’s armed forces that enabled
South Korea to become a democracy
and valued ally. All area Korean War
veterans are asked to participate. To
register for special recognition be-
fore the parade, call Don Wussler at
(908) 889-1709.

The 2008 Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Parade Committee invites all com-
munity organizations to participate.
Interested groups are asked to call
Toni Rollis at the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 314.

Genealogical Society
To Spotlight Canada
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical

Society of the West Fields will
present a program on Thursday, April
10, on French-Canadian genealogy.
It will be held at 1:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street.

Dick O’Malley, a family history
researcher, will present the program.
He will review ways to prepare ahead
of time and things to be mindful of
during a trip to Canada. Additionally,
he will address the many questions
that must be answered as a plan to
explore one’s family’s place of origin
develops.

The public is invited and refresh-
ments will be served. For additional
information, call Elizabeth Youngs at
(908) 276-7104.

Presbyterian Women
To Hold Spring Tea

FANWOOD – The women of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
hold their annual Spring Tea on
Sunday, April 13, beginning at 2
p.m. It will take place in the church
dining room, located at Marian Av-
enue and McDermott Place.

Women are invited to bring their
daughters, mothers, grandmothers,
sisters and friends to this event.
Hats and gloves are requested but
not required. A variety of teas will
be offered, along with dainty sand-
wiches and delicate sweets.

Dr. Shelley Zuckerman, minister
of music, will provide background
music for the afternoon, concluding
with “Tea for Two” for all to sing.

Tickets for the tea are $7 and may
be purchased from Barbara Knapp
in the church office before Thurs-
day, April 10. For more information
and directions, call (908) 889-8891.

Mothers Group Slates
Program on Child CPR

CRANFORD – Mothers and More
is inviting mothers in the commu-
nity to learn about infant/child Car-
diopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
on Wednesday, April 9.

Registered Nurse Geraldine
Hickey of Two-Fit, LLC will discuss
the steps to take if an infant or child
stops breathing or is choking.

A non-profit organization, Moth-
ers and More is dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of mothers through sup-
port, education and advocacy. The
organization addresses mothers’
needs as individuals and members of
society and promotes the value of all
the work mothers do. Member ac-
tivities include fun and informative
meetings, moms’ nights out, a book
club, family activities and
playgroups, among other offerings.

The Union County chapter meets
on the first and third Wednesdays of
each month at 8 p.m. at the Cranford
United Methodist Church, Room 23,
located at 201 Lincoln Avenue in
Cranford. New members are always
welcome. For more information, call
Lori at (732) 388-4390 or Katy at
(908) 272-4881.

Workshop to Provide
Spring Cleaning Tips
WESTFIELD – Professional or-

ganizer Jamie Novak will share mo-
tivational tips and techniques for
spring cleaning and clutter clearing
at a program on Monday, April 14,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Her talk will take place in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street. The fee to attend
the program is $10.

To register, call the Westfield Rec-
reation Department at (908) 789-
4080. Checks should be made pay-
able to the Westfield Recreation De-
partment and mailed to the Westfield
Recreation Department, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Individuals may visit the
department’s website,
westfieldnj.gov/recreation, for a
downloadable registration form and
information on other programs.

Ms. Langholtz to Tell
About Visit to Egypt
WESTFIELD – Judy Langholtz, a

Life Member of Hadassah, will dis-
cuss her recent trip to Egypt at the
Monday, April 14 meeting of the
Westfield Chapter of Hadassah. The
meeting will begin at noon at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Ms. Langholtz has visited sites on
all seven continents. Her trip to Egypt
included time spent in Cairo, as well
as a cruise on the Nile beginning in
Luxor.

During her talk, she will compare
Jewish and Moslem customs. She
will present her remarks dressed in a
galibeya, a traditional Moslem dress,
and also will wear an authentic Egyp-
tian headdress. Light refreshments
will be served. For more details, call
Stephanie Popper at (908) 232-1897.

Local VFW to Hold
Resorts Casino Trip

MOUNTAINSIDE – Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post No. 10136 of
Mountainside will sponsor a trip to
Resorts Casino in Atlantic City on
Monday, April 28.

The bus will leave at 9:30 a.m.
from the parking lot of the Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside, and return at 7:30 p.m.

The cost is $27 per ticket. Partici-
pants will receive $21 back in cash
and $5 for a food ticket. Checks should
be made payable to VFW No. 10136
and mailed to Eve Vitale, 286
Ravenswood, Mountainside, N.J.
07092. For more information, call
Eve Vitale at (908) 789-8568.

Friends’ Book Sale
To Begin Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends
of the Mountainside Public Library
will hold their semi-annual book sale
on Saturday, April 5, from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Adult and children’s books
will be available.

“Bag Day” sales will be held on
Monday and Tuesday, April 7 and 8,
when an entire bag of books may be
purchased for $5. Senior citizens will
receive a 20 percent discount during
Bag Day sales. Bag Day hours are 10
a.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Monday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday.

Donations will be accepted through
today, Thursday, April 3. The Friends
welcome books in good condition,
DVDs and compact disks but cannot
accept textbooks or encyclopedias.
All proceeds will support library pro-
grams. The library is located on Con-
stitution Plaza in Mountainside.

Valentins Welcome
Son, Jason Michael
Michael and Susanne Valentin of

Springfield have announced the
birth of their son, Jason Michael
Valentin, on Friday, February 15, at
1:20 p.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Jason weighed 7 pounds and 12
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

He joins his sister, Grace Alexan-
dria, age 3½.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Ronald and Margaret Shukis of
Fanwood.

Raymond and Vivian Valentin of
Clifton are his paternal grandparents.

Jason’s maternal great-grand-
mother is Margaret Ritter of Toms
River.

His paternal great-grandmothers
are Sara Valentin of Paterson and
Estrella Marty of Puerto Rico.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 3, 2008 Page 7

Library Friends Request
Donations For Book Sale

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library are
asking area residents for donations
of used books, audio books and vid-
eos for their upcoming book sale
fundraiser.

Donations need to be in clean, re-
salable condition. The Friends are
seeking all varieties of fiction, non-
fiction, cookbooks, children’s selec-
tions, books in hardcover, soft cover
and paperback and audio/video me-

dia.
The group cannot accept text-

books, encyclopedias, condensed
books, magazines or books in moldy
or otherwise unsalable condition. All
contributions are tax-deductible.

Donations will be accepted at the
Westfield Memorial Library “arcade
entrance” on Thursday and Friday,
April 10 and 11, between 10 a.m.
and 4 p.m. and Saturday, April 12,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tax receipts
will be provided upon request.

The sale will be held in the library’s
main meeting room starting Wednes-
day, April 16, from 9 a.m. to noon for
Friends members and 2 to 8 p.m. for
the general public. It will continue on
Thursday and Friday, April 17 and 18,
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and on Satur-
day, April 19, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The library is located at 550 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

The Friends also are looking for
volunteers to help with the sale. For
more information or if interested in
volunteering, call Margaret Han at
(908) 928-9013.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

  
“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 

 
Gray Funeral Home   Gray Memorial Funeral Home 
318 East Broad Street   12 Springfield Avenue 
Westfield, New Jersey  07090  Cranford, New Jersey  07016 
William A. Doyle Mgr.   Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.  
NJ License Number 2325   NJ License Number 3707 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Charles J. Tombs 
NJ License Number 4006 

Director 

(908) 233 -0143      (908) 276 - 0092 

At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to

recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Two Library Programs
To Celebrate Poetry

FANWOOD – In celebration of
National Poetry Month, the Fanwood
Memorial Library will host two pro-
grams dedicated to the love of po-
etry. The library is located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

PoetryJam, an “open mic” night
exclusively for teenagers in grades 6
to 12, will take place on Tuesday,
April 8, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Brooklyn
College SlamMaster Michelle Brule
will share her poetry and encourages
teens to bring in their own poetry to
read. Refreshments will be available.

All are invited to PoetryOutLoud,
a poetry tea on Tuesday, April 22,
from 4 to 5 p.m. Participants will
have high tea and listen to local
residents and high school students
read an original or favorite poem.
Attendees may just listen to the po-
ems, if they wish. Tea and sand-
wiches will be served. Seating is
limited and those interested must
reserve a space in advance.

The Academy of American Poets
established National Poetry Month
as a month-long national celebra-
tion of poetry. This marks the fourth
year that the Fanwood Memorial
Library will take part in the celebra-
tion. For more information, call the
library at (908) 322-6400 or check
the events calendar on the library’s
website at fanwoodlibrary.org/.

– Obituaries –

Clara ‘Cliss’ Kessler

John Mavraganis, 85
John Mavraganis, 85, of Hamilton

Township passed away on Tuesday,
March 25, at home following a coura-
geous battle with cancer. He was sur-
rounded during his final days by lov-
ing family and caregivers.

Born in Manhattan, he resided in
Brooklyn, N.Y. and then in Westfield
before coming to Hamilton Town-
ship seven years ago.

Surviving are his wife, Helen; two
sons, Peter J. and Theodore D.
Mavraganis; their spouses, and six
grandchildren.

Arrangements were by the M. Wil-
liam Murphy Funeral Home in
Hamilton Township.

April 3, 2008

James Thomas, 49, Shell Oil Employee;
Started Education Center In Jakarta

James Charles Thomas, 49, of
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, formerly
of Westfield, died suddenly on Fri-
day, March 14.

Born in New Brunswick, James
graduated from Westfield High
School in 1976. He also was a gradu-
ate of Bucknell University and re-
ceived his Master of Science degree
from Manhattan College.

At the time of his death, he was
employed with Shell Oil in Malaysia.
James also founded the JCT Educa-
tion Center in Jakarta, Indonesia for
English language.

His father, Arthur K. Thomas, pre-
deceased him.

Surviving are his mother, Josephine
Thomas, and his siblings, Jill
McCuan, Arthur Thomas, Jr., Jeffrey
Thomas and Rosemarie Schwarz. He
also will be missed by several nieces
and nephews, his brothers-in-law,
Patrick McCuan and Michael
Schwarz, and his sister-in-law, Judith
Thomas.

There will be a graveside service at
11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, April 4, at
Van Liew Cemetery in North
Brunswick. A celebration of James’

life will follow at noon at Sir John’s
Restaurant in North Brunswick.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the James Charles
Thomas Education Center, in care of
Mrs. A.K. Thomas, 2321 Coral Leaf
Road, Toms River, N.J. 08755.

April 3, 2008

June A. Zabel, 50
June A. Zabel, 50, of Scotch Plains

died on Wednesday, March 26, at her
home.

Born in Rahway, she had lived in
Carteret before moving to Scotch
Plains eight years ago.

Mrs. Zabel was employed as an
administrator at Merck and Co. in
Rahway for 28 years. A graduate of
Carteret High School, she recently
was attending Kean University.

Surviving are her husband, Mark
Zabel; two sons, Mark Zabel, Jr. and
Gregory Zabel; her mother, Dorothy
Cieslarczyk of Lavallette; her brother,
Jack Cieslarczyk, and her sister, Joan
Shymanski.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
March 29, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass was then
offered at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Entombment followed
at St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to: “Susan G. Komen for the
Cure,” 5005 LBJ Fwy., Ste. 250, Dal-
las, Tex. 75244 (www.komen.org).
For further information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

April 3, 2008

Mary Luttgens, 85
Mary Luttgens of Mountainside

died on Thursday, March 27, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit. She was 85
years old.

Born in Elizabeth, she had resided
in Linden before moving to
Mountainside 53 years ago.

Mrs. Luttgens was a graduate of
the Drake Business College and had
been employed as a monetary clerk
with the State of New Jersey Unem-
ployment Office in Plainfield for 10
years, retiring in 1986.

She was a member of the Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside and a member of the
Mountainside Active Retirees. Mrs.
Luttgens also was an avid bridge player.

Surviving are her husband, Melvin
C. Luttgens; two daughters, Linda
Combs and her significant other, Dr.
Stephen Kotzen, and Janis Hirsch and
her husband, Edward; two grandchil-
dren, Danielle and Stephen; two sis-
ters, Ann Wolar and Helen Moriarty;
her brother, William Wolar and his
wife, Terry, and her sister-in-law,
Elizabeth Madhukar.

A brother, Peter Wolar, predeceased
her.

Services were held on Saturday,
March 29, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Cremation was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, 300 Central
Avenue, Mountainside, N.J. 07092
or to the American Heart Associa-
tion, 1 Union Street, Suite 301,
Robbinsville, N.J. 08691.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

April 3, 2008

Clara ‘Cliss’ Kessler, Was CIA Analyst;
Enjoyed Cooking, Reading and Family
Clara Reed Kessler, known as

“Cliss” to her family and friends,
passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
March 25. Without warning, she had
suffered cardiac arrest
and never regained con-
sciousness.

Cliss was born on
January 25, 1935 in
Olympia, Wash. She was
the daughter of Alfred
and Marjorie Reed and
the granddaughter of
Stacer Holcomb, a Su-
preme Court Justice of
the State of Washington.

Cliss attended
Stanford University,
where she studied Inter-
national Relations and Russian,
worked at the Hoover Institute and
graduated in 1957. Upon her gradua-
tion, she was recruited by the Central
Intelligence Agency in Washington,
D.C., where she served as an analyst
focused on Russian non-ferrous metal
production from 1957 through 1965,
the height of the Cold War.

While in Washington, D.C., she
met her future husband, Frederick J.
Kessler, who was an officer in the
United States Army Intelligence
Corps and later received a Masters of
Hospital Administration from George
Washington University. They mar-
ried in 1960. The couple moved to
Norristown, Pa. in 1965 and to
Westfield in 1967, where they re-
sided thereafter.

In addition to her husband, she is
survived by her three children,

Frederick R. Kessler and his wife,
Rose, of New York City, John B.
Kessler and his wife, Kelly, of
Westfield, and Nancy Kessler McCabe
and her husband, Larry, of

Mountainside, as well as
their 10 grandchildren
(Zoe, Cassie, Henry and
Reed, Kevin, Jack, Owen
and William, and
Katherine and Hugh).

Perhaps more than any-
thing, Cliss will be re-
membered by her family
and friends for her joy for
life and positive attitude
toward everyone she met.
While her children were
young, they were met in

the morning by “rise and shine, it’s a
beautiful day” and sent to school with
“give ’em Hell, Kess.”

She was an avid daily reader of
newspapers, especially The New York
Times, and a gifted cook who never
used a measuring cup. Her stuffed
shells, clam chowder and chicken with
wine and capers were legendary. In
later years, she loved spending sum-
mers at Long Beach Island, N.J.,
where she made her chowder yearly
to the delight of all who were lucky
enough to enjoy a bowl.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, March 29, at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

April 3, 2008

Marie Vanderheyden, 85, Was Athlete;
Member of IHM Rosary Altar Society

Marie Vanderheyden (nee Coyle),
85, of Fanwood died on Monday,
March 24, at Center for Hope –
Peggy Coloney’s House in Scotch
Plains.

Born in Elizabeth, she had lived
in Westfield prior to moving to
Fanwood 50 years ago.

Marie graduated in 1941 from
Battin High School, where she served
as captain of her basketball, hockey
and volleyball teams. Prior to her
marriage, she was employed by West-
ern Electric in Kearney and later
worked at Oakite in Berkeley Heights.

She was a member of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains,
where she was a member of the
Rosary Altar Society.

She was predeceased in 1993 by
her husband of 45 years, Gerard A.
Vanderheyden, and by her grand-
daughter, Ann Kathryn
Piontkowski, in 1992.

Surviving are four daughters,
Elizabeth Piontkowski and her hus-
band, Joseph, Jean Alam and her
husband, Joshua, Joan Vanderheyden
and Mary Cialone and her husband,
Alan; two sons, Peter Vanderheyden
and his wife, Barbara, and Gerard
Vanderheyden and his wife, Julie,
and 11 grandchildren, Kate and Mat-

thew Vanderheyden, Megan and
Steven Piontkowski, Joseph, Ann
Marie, Joshua and Beverly Alam,
and Laura, Jenna and Steven Cialone.
Also surviving are five sisters and
three brothers.

Private arrangements were by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. To express con-
dolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Center for Hope Hos-
pice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.

April 3, 2008

Harold Snell, 90, Was BOE Employee;
Jerseyaires Member and Sports Fan

Harold E. Snell of Scotch Plains
died on Tuesday, March 25, at Ha-
ven Hospice at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield. He was
90 years old.

Born in Jersey City, he had resided
there until moving to Scotch Plains
51 years ago.

Mr. Snell had been employed as a
printer with the Jersey City Printing
Co. in Jersey City for 38 years, retir-
ing in 1972. While there, he was
active in the printing of Fortune
magazine.

He subsequently worked as a cus-
todian for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education from
1972 until 1983. After leaving the
board of education, he worked as a
school crossing guard for the Town
of Westfield until April of 2007.

Mr. Snell was a member of the
Rahway Valley Jerseyaires in
Rahway and the Printers Union in
Jersey City. He also was a railroad
enthusiast and an avid baseball and

hockey fan.
His brother, Raymond T. Snell,

predeceased him.
Surviving are his wife, Gloria A.

Snell; his son and daughter-in-law,
Scott R. and Jennifer Snell of Easton,
Pa., and his brother, Edward C. Snell
of Jersey City. He also is survived by
several loving nieces and nephews.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
March 29, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass was then
offered at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment followed at
Hazelwood Cemetery in Rahway.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 325,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. For addi-
tional information or to express con-
dolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

April 3, 2008

Seniors Group to See
Last of Red Hot Lovers
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior

Citizen Club of Mountainside will
sponsor a trip to see comedian Charlie
Prose in Neil Simon’s play Last of the
Red Hot Lovers on Saturday, April
19, at the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse.

The bus will depart at 10 a.m. from
the parking lot of the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church, 300
Central Avenue in Mountainside, and
return at 5 p.m. The price is $62 for
members and $65 for non-members
and includes lunch, entertainment,
tax and gratuity. Luncheon choices
include Yankee pot roast, lemon pep-
per cod, fried shrimp and scallops,
breast of chicken and turkey goulash.
For more information, call Eve Vitale
at (908) 789-8568.

William Martin, 89, Chemical Engineer;
Patent Holder and Award Recipient

William Maurice Martin, 89, of
Atria Windsor Woods in Hudson,
Fla., a beloved father and grandfa-
ther, died on Tuesday, March 25.

Born August 22, 1918 in Taunton,
Mass., he moved to New
Jersey in the late 1930s
to attend Brooklyn
Polytechnic Institute in
New York. Shortly
thereafter, he entered
the Army-Air Force and
was a first lieutenant
navigator in the 8th Air
Force, 491st Bomber
group in the European
Theatre during World
War II. He was awarded
the Air Medal.

William had been
employed as a chemical engineer
with Bell Telephone Laboratories
in Murray Hill prior to retiring in
1983. He held numerous patents
and was a recipient of the Mobay
Award in Chemical Engineering in
1966. Additionally, he was a mem-
ber of the Telephone Pioneers of
America.

William married Shirley M.
Becker in 1943 and together they
raised a family in Westfield. They
retired in 1983 to Hudson, Fla. In

retirement, William enjoyed bird
watching, old movies, crossword
puzzles and spending time with
friends and family. Shirley passed
away in 1985.

 William is survived
by his five children,
Diane Crowley of
Friendship, Me., Gail
Hatem of Clifton, N.J.,
James Martin of North
Yarmouth, Me., William
J. Martin of North
Plainfield, N.J. and
Michelle Bartolick of
Livermore, Calif.; nine
grandchildren and nu-
merous nieces, nephews
and extended family. He

also is survived by the Robert Weller
family of Hudson, Fla., who quickly
became his very loving surrogate
family.

William was predeceased by four
brothers, Roger, Paul, Norman and
Larry.

Family and friends held a memo-
rial service on Saturday, March 29,
at the Prevatt Funeral Home in
Hudson, Fla. Condolences can be
expressed to the family at
www.prevattfuneralhome.com.

April 3, 2008

Reservations Available
For Paper Mill Outing
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee has announced a trip to the
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn on
Saturday, May 17, for a matinee per-
formance of Kiss Me Kate. Bus trans-
portation will be subsidized by the
Township of Scotch Plains.

Reservations are already open to
township residents at a cost of $45.
They will be open to non-residents
starting Thursday, April 15, at a cost
of $50. All reservations must be made
in the Scotch Plains Recreation Of-
fice, located at 430 Park Avenue.

For those wishing to join in, ar-
rangements have been made for play-
goers to have a light meal at the
Mezzogiorno Ristorante at a cost of
$10 per person after the show. For
more information, call (908) 889-2084
or (908) 322-6700, extension no. 221.

William M. Martin

Anita D. Kish, 92, Community Volunteer;
Was Honored For 10,000 Service Hours
Anita D. Kish, 92, died on Tues-

day, April 1, at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County in Berke-
ley Heights.

Born in Plainfield, she
lived most of her life in
Fanwood.

Mrs. Kish graduated
from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in
1935 after completing
the four-year commercial
curriculum. She did sec-
retarial work for many
years at various jobs.

She was a devoted vol-
unteer for Lyons Veter-
ans Hospital, the Red Cross and for
Runnells Specialized Hospital for
more than 20 years, where she made
many friends. Mrs. Kish enjoyed
working for the people who needed
a helping hand, and considered it
good therapy herself. In 1986, she

was honored for 10,000 hours of
service at Lyons.

Surviving are her husband,
Alexander Kish of
Warren, and her good
friends, Martin and
Lieselotte Schmiede
of Fanwood.

Funeral services
will be held at noon
today, Thursday, April
3, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment
will follow at Lake
Nelson Memorial Park

in Piscataway.
Visitation will take place from 10

a.m. to noon today at the funeral
home. For additional information or
to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

April 3, 2008

Anita D. Kish
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HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Parents Are Not Obligated
To Support Son’s Travels

An Agitated Parent Writes: My 23-
year-old son told us that he is taking a
“leave of absence” from college (he is
in his third year majoring in political
science) to travel the world. He is tired
of going to school, tired of “having to
do things” and listening to the rules of
others.

He shocked us with this announce-
ment, but what shocked us even more
was his expectation that we, his par-
ents, should come up with $3,000 to
help him in his travels. Bill (disguised
name) said, “You would have paid for
my next year’s college had I remained,
and $3,000 is a lot less than $35,000.”

We are very decent parents, very
willing to save money in order to send
our sons to college. At the same time,
Bill is receiving financial assistance
and scholarship aid. We do not support
his decision (he has a somewhat spotty
history in not always following through
on his plans), but we don’t want any
out-and-out battle.

Answer: A major decision should be
thought out and discussed. Bill has
informed you that he has decided to
leave school and travel, but “expects”
you to help finance this decision. You
point out that Bill does not always
complete his plans. Bill should be in-
formed clearly that leaving school is his
decision. It has not been discussed with
you, his parents. You do not approve;
you support his attendance at college
and not, what appears to be, his sponta-
neous change in his immediate life
plans.

If he wishes to travel, you will have to
accept his decision, but he should be
responsible for having sufficient funds
for this new adventure. I would avoid
getting into a logical discussion (power
struggle) about the $3,000 versus
$35,000 costs!

A Confused Parent Writes: I speak to
many parents who have children return
home after completing college; they
cannot afford to move into their own
homes because of limited funding.
Many complain about issues regarding
who pays what expenses, chores, etc.

We love our son, but we know that
when his friends visit, they smoke pot
and stay most of the night. Although he
just got a job, he says he must save all
his money so that he can afford an
apartment “someday.” He adds that he
needs money to date (or maybe smoke
pot). How can we tell him that some of
this behavior is unacceptable? We don’t

want to throw him out, but he doesn’t
listen easily.

Answer: You have heard me fre-
quently say or write that a young adult
(not a child) returning home, for a short
or prolonged period of time, should be
informed of the rules of living together,
so that everyone is comfortable.

Setting boundaries should become
the priority. It is important that each of
you accept the other’s sense of comfort
and expectations. First, if your son is
working, lives at home and eats your
food, he should help towards some of
the expenses and, if appropriate, help
shop for the necessities.

Chores, such as helping with gar-
bage, keeping his room appropriately
clean, doing his own laundry, are all
acceptable behavior. You should also
decide the rules of returning home at
night (much of this is dependent on the
maturity of your son not to wake you,
etc.).

He must not be involved in any ille-
gal behavior; you must agree regarding
visitors in terms of how many should be
in your home at a given time, what time
they should leave, their activity while in
your home, etc. If you all have a decent
relationship, this can be worked out,
enabling your son to be home (for now)
and permitting all of you to enjoy each
other’s company and share your lives
together (I wish I had written this when
my children were younger).

A TV Viewer Writes: On the “60
Minutes” TV show (2/17/08), Morley
Safer, the reporter, stated that Den-
mark, for over 30 years, is the country
that has the most satisfied and con-
tented people. The TV program indi-
cated that the reason that Danes are
comfortable with themselves is because
they have reasonable and appropriate
expectations and, so, can get on with
their lives without feeling pressured.
Do you agree?

Answer: I viewed the program. As
you have indicated, Danes do not feel
that they have to achieve and compete
and feel pressured to be number one.
They like themselves and are moti-
vated to be the best they can be profes-
sionally, emotionally and physically.
Self-acceptance is the priority.

The program shows individuals and
couples enjoying each other, activities,
etc. The most important message given
is: More will not necessarily make you
happier. Please try to apply this concept
in your life.

UC Marks Arbor Day
With Trees for Schools

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has a
gift of free trees for Union County
schools this spring. The five- to six-
foot-tall flowering crabapple trees can
be used to beautify school grounds,
add shade and contribute to Arbor Day
celebrations at school.

The free trees are available, one per
school, while supplies last. Along with
the tree, students, teachers and parent
volunteers will receive free training in
tree care and planting. Workers from
the Union County Shade Tree Bureau
and volunteers from the Rutgers Co-
operative Extension 4-H Master Tree

Steward Program will demonstrate
how to pick the best spot to plant a tree
on school grounds, prepare the plant-
ing hole, mulch, water and protect the
tree from vandalism.

On Monday, April 21, a training
session will be held for seventh- and
eighth-grade students, high school stu-
dents and their teachers. On Tuesday,
April 22, a training session will be
held for fourth-, fifth- and sixth-grade
students with their teachers.

Both of the sessions will be held
from 1 to 2 p.m. at Williams Nursery in
Westfield. The trees will be given out
after each training session, along with
a protective cage. Schools also may
receive a tree without attending the
training program.

Parent volunteers who wish to rep-
resent their child’s school and receive
the training should contact their child’s
principal. Parent volunteers are wel-
come to attend the April 21 session.

To register for a training session
or to obtain a tree for a school,
contact Barbara Knapp at (908) 789-
3653 or Rutgers Cooperative Ex-
tension 4-H Agent and chairman of
the Union County Shade Tree Advi-
sory Board James Nichnadowicz at
(908) 654-9854 or
Nichnadowicz@aesop.rutgers.edu.

Arbor Day has been a national
observance since 1872, encourag-
ing the public to plant and care for
trees. It will be celebrated on Friday,
April 25.

PREACHING TOLERANCE…Black History Month was celebrated at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield in February. On February 20, Michael Fowlin,
actor, psychologist and poet, presented an assembly on bullying and tolerance. On
February 25, Roosevelt welcomed the Newark Boys chorus. Rabbi Israel Dresner
served as guest speaker, relating his personal experiences with Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. during the Civil Rights movement in the 1960s. Welcoming Rabbi
Dresner, second from right, to Roosevelt are teachers Fran Re and Pam Fried-
man, Principal Stewart Carey and Assistant Principal Matthew Bolton. A video
presentation created by computer technology teachers Pam Friedman and Mike
Chodroff highlighted the history and accomplishments of African-Americans.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following:

ROADWORK ASSISTANCE, 2008-2009

Major bid items include:
Bituminous Concrete Paving Machine

with (1) Driver and (2) Operators – Per
Hour

Tandem Vibratory Roller with (1) Opera-
tor – Per Hour

Single Drum Vibratory Roller with (1)
Operator – Per Hour

Tandem Dump Truck with (1) Driver –
Per Hour

Single Axle Dump Truck with (1) Driver
– Per Hour

Tack Coat Spray Truck with (1) Opera-
tor – Per Hour

“Full Sized Drum” Profile Milling Ma-
chine with (2) Operators – Per Hour

Granite Block Curb Construction – Per
Linear Foot

Asphalt Sidewalk and Driveway Con-
struction – Per Square Yard

Concrete Sidewalk Construction – Per
Square Yard

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal  Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 (ATTN: Barbara  Riepe, Township
Clerk) until 10:00 a.m. on April 10, 2008.
The Township of Scotch Plains (hereinaf-
ter “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service or
other delivery service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed
envelopes, clearly marked  “Bid for ROAD-
WORK ASSISTANCE, Township of
Scotch Plains, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076”. No bid will be
received after the time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within sixty (60) days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any Bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between Bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the Bid Package. Specifications and bid
proposal forms may be obtained at the
Office of the Director of Public Property,
2445 Plainfield Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
beginning April 1, 2008, and purchased
for a $25.00 non-refundable fee.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed Bid Package must

accompany the bid proposal. Note that the
location for picking up bid forms is different
from the place to present bids.

Additionally, a certified check, cashier’s
check or bid bond issued by a responsible
bank, trust company or insurance com-
pany, payable to the Township of Scotch
Plains shall be submitted with each bid as
a guaranty that if a contract is awarded the
Bidder shall execute said Contract. The
Bid Security shall be in the amount of two
thousand, five hundred dollars ($2,500).

All bid Security, except the Bid Security
of the three (3) apparent lowest respon-
sible Bidders shall, if requested in writing,
be returned after ten (10) days from the
opening of the bids (Sundays and holiday
excepted) and the bids of such Bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.

The Term of the contract shall be for a
period commencing June 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2009.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et  seq.  In the event of
an equal or tie bid, the Township shall
award the bid to the Bidder which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves
the interest of the Township. The Town-
ship also reserves the right to reject any
and all bids if sufficient funds are not
available and/or appropriated. The se-
lected Bidder, will, within seven (7) days of
award of the bid, enter into an appropriate
contact with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with N.J.S.A.
10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27, relat-
ing to Equal Employment Opportunities.
All Bidders must also comply with the
Americans With Disability Act, where ap-
plicable.

All Bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public  work  as defined  in  the
requirements  listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.51 through  56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1.  Each bid must be accompa-
nied by a State of New Jersey Business
registration certificate for the contractor
and any subcontractor. Any bid submitted
without the aforesaid business registra-
tion certificate shall be rejected according
to law.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Thomas Atkins
Municipal Manager

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/3/08, The Times Fee: $112.20

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on April
14, 2008 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeals for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

David Barbosa, 400-402 East Dudley
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a deck contrary to Sections
12.04G, 12.04F1, 12.04F2, 11.08E5,
11.08E6, and 19.03A of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
all improvement coverage of 50%. Pro-
posed is 59.6%. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20% without deck,
22% with deck. Proposed is 41% without
deck, 45.2% with deck. Ordinance requires
a street side yard setback of 20 feet.
Proposed is 9.7 feet. Ordinance requires a
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
4 feet. Ordinance does not allow expan-
sion of a structure that is non-conforming
because of use. Permitted is a single fam-
ily dwelling. Present is a two family dwell-
ing. Proposed is constructing a rear deck
on a two family dwelling.

Joseph Penyak, Sr., 121 Cacciola
Place, Applicant is seeking permission to
demolish the existing two-family home and
to build a new two-family home contrary to
the following Sections of the Land Use
Ordinance.

List of new C.40:55D-70c and d vari-
ance requested:

§11.16G1b - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot area for a two family dwelling of
8,000 square feet. Proposed is 2,546
square feet.

§11.16G2b - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot area within 134 feet of depth
required for a two family dwelling of 8,000
square feet. Proposed is 2,546 square
feet.

§11.16G2b - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot width for a two family dwelling of
60 feet. Proposed is 25 feet.

§11.16G3b - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot frontage for a two family dwelling
of 60 feet. Proposed is 25 feet.

§11.16G4 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot depth of 120 feet. Proposed is
101.84 feet.

§11.16G5 (12.03D) - Ordinance requires
a minimum front yard setback of 25 feet.
Proposed is 13.42 feet.

§11.16G6 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 10 feet. Pro-
posed is 3.09 feet.

§11.16G7 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum rear yard setback of 35 feet. Pro-
posed is 32.91 feet.

§11.16G9 - Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum floor area ratio of 40%/1,018 square
feet. Proposed is 76.6% /1,950 square
feet.

§11.16G10 (12.04F1) - Ordinance al-
lows a maximum coverage by buildings of
20%/509 square feet. Proposed is 41.28%
/1,051 square feet.

§17.02C1a - Ordinance requires a mini-

mum of three parking spaces. Proposed
are two parking spaces.

§17.05A - Ordinance allows a maximum
improvement coverage of a front yard of
50%. Proposed is 62.77%.

§19.01A - Ordinance requires that non-
conforming lots be used for the use having
the least restrictive lot requirement in this
case being a one family dwelling. Pro-
posed is a two family dwelling.

Kevin & Leslie Stock, 570 Lawrence
Avenue, Applicant is seeking permission
to construct a front porch contrary to Sec-
tion 12.03 C, D, & E. Ordinance allows a
front yard setback of 57.1 feet. Present is
55.43 feet. Proposed is 45 feet 5 inches
and 47 feet 5 inches.

Jan & Maud Carnevale, 325 Orenda
Circle, Applicant is seeking permission to
construct a deck contrary to Section
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum coverage by
buildings including decks greater than 4
feet in height of 20% or 3,600 square feet.
Proposed is 3,853 square feet.

Patricia Pedersen & Anthony
DeMarco, 414 Westfield Avenue, Appli-
cant is seeking permission to establish a
business that provides personal services
in a P-2 zone contrary to Sections 11.21(A)
and 17.02B2 or 17.02C7e of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance allows a profes-
sional uses in the P-2 zone.  Present is
professional use.  Proposed is personal
services use.  Ordinance requires 7 or 9
parking spaces.  Present are 6 spaces.
Proposed are 6 spaces.

Cheryl & Robin Kelesoglu, 731 Scotch
Plains Avenue, Applicant is seeking per-
mission to construct a second story addi-
tion contrary to Section 11.06E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a side yard setback of 15 feet. Present is
7.96 feet. Proposed is 10.33 feet.

Minoo Shirvani, 519 Lawrence Av-
enue, Applicant is seeking permission to
construct a first floor addition and front
porch contrary to Sections 11.06E6 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 15 feet. Present is 8.6 feet. Pro-
posed is 8.6 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20%. Present is
19.48%. Proposed is 20.37%.

Michael & Amy Rollins, 114 Golf Edge
Drive, Applicant is seeking permission to
finish an existing walk-up attic contrary to
Section 12.04E of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum floor
area ratio of 25%. Present is 24.5%. Pro-
posed is 26.72%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $124.44

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment will meet on
April 14, 2008 in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following applica-
tion for a use variance and bulk relief from
the requirements of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance:

Joseph Penyak, 121 Cacciola Place,
Block 3205, Lot 16, Applicant is seeking
permission to demolish the existing two-
family home and to build a new two-family
home contrary to the following Sections of
the Land Use Ordinance.

Applicant proposed to demolish the ex-
isting two-family home and build a new
two-family home.

LIST OF VARIANCES REQUIRED:
Section 11.16G.1B Ordinance required

minimum lot area of 8,000 square feet.
Applicant proposes 2,546 square feet.

Section 11.16G.2B Lot area within 134
feet required is 8,000 square feet. Appli-
cant proposes 2,546 square feet.

Section 11.16G.2B Lot width required is
60 feet. Applicant proposes 25 feet.

Section 11.16G.3B Lot frontage required
is 60 feet. Applicant proposes 25 feet.

Section  11.16G.4 Lot depth required is
120 feet. Applicant proposes 101.84 feet.

Section 11.16G.5 Minimum required
front yard setback is 25 feet. Applicant
proposes 13.42 feet.

Section 11.16G.6 Minimum side yard
required is 10 feet. Applicant proposes
3.09 feet.

Section 11.16G.7 Minimum rear yard
required is 35 feet. Applicant proposes
34.49 feet.

Section 11.16G.9 Floor area ratio per-
mitted is 40%/3,600 feet. Applicant pro-
poses 76.6% /1,950 square feet.

Section 11.16G.10 Maximum coverage
allowed is 20%/3,600 feet. Applicant pro-
poses 41.28% /1,051 square feet.

Section 11.16G.11 Maximum coverage
by improvement is 50%/6,400 feet. Appli-
cant proposes 49.37% /1,257 square feet.

Section 17.05A Maximum coverage of
front yard permitted is 50%. Applicant pro-
poses 62.77%.

Section 17.02.C.1.A Minimum number
of parking spaces required is 3. Applicant
proposes 2.

Section 19.01.A Ordinance requires that
non-conforming lots be used for the use
having least restrictive lot requirement in
this case being a one family dwelling.
Applicant proposes a two family home.

Plans are on file with the Town Engineer
and may be inspected between 8:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday at 959
North Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey.

Anyone who is interested may attend
and be heard.

James B. Flynn
226 St. Paul Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Attorney for Applicant

1 T - 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION: FAMILY PART

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. FM-20-788-03

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER FIXING DATE OF HEARING

CELINA A. OLIVEIRA, Plaintiff, vs.
CRISTOVAM A. OLIVEIRA, Defendant

THIS MATTER, having been brought
before the Court by Pitman, Mindas,
Grossman, Lee, Bross & Moore, attorneys
for defendant (Rimma Razhba, Esq., ap-
pearing), for defendant’s application to
terminate or modify alimony, modify child
support, and for other relief, and the Court
having been informed by defendant that
Plaintiff is living in Rio de Janeiro and it
having been determined that defendant
should give notice to the plaintiff of hearing
by publishing such notice in a Rio de
Janeiro Brazilian newspaper, it is there-
fore, On this 19th day of March, 2008;

ORDERED as follows:
The 18th day of April, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.,

or as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard, at the Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey, be
fixed as the time and place for the hearing
of defendant’s application to terminate or
modify alimony, and for other related re-
lief, and of any objections that may be
made thereto; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a no-
tice of such application be published in a
newspaper of widest circulation in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil (newspaper) once, at least
two (2) weeks preceding the date set for
the hearing.

HON. ROBERT ALCAZAR, J.S.C.

PITMAN, MINDAS, GROSSMAN, LEE,
BROSS & MOORE P.C.
A Professional Corporation
150 Morris Avenue,
PO Box 696
Springfield, New Jersey 07081
(973) 467-5100
1 T - 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, March 25,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIV, ENTITLED
HEALTH, OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

Purpose: Fee for the issuance or re-
newal of a license to operate swimming
pool, three hundred ($300.00) dollars (fee
increase).

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/3/08, The Times Fee: $34.17

NEW FACES…Two new members were welcomed into the Woman’s Club of
Westfield at a ceremony during a general club meeting, held at the Masonic Lodge
in Westfield on March 10. Shown are Betsy Hogarth, left, and Ann Cepparulo.

Presbyterian Women Plan
‘Needle Nite’ For Tomorrow
FANWOOD – The Women of the

Fanwood Presbyterian Church invite
women of the community to join them
for a series of Friday “Needle Nites”
starting tomorrow, April 4. Each ses-
sion will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
church’s Westminster Hall, located
on Marian Avenue in Fanwood.

Begun in the fall of 2002, “Needle
Nites” have enabled participants to
learn new skills, complete unfinished
projects and begin new projects. The
group also will meet on May 2, June 6,
August 1, September 5, October 3 and
November 7.

This past year, the group has pro-
vided quilting instruction and encour-
agement to those who had never made
a quilt before and a challenge for those
who had. These quilts will be on dis-
play at the Harvest Quilters of Central
Jersey “Sharing the Quilts XXV” show
on Saturday, April 5, at the Terrill
Road Bible Chapel in Fanwood.

They also will be displayed at the

Fanwood Presbyterian Church after
the regular service on Sunday, April
20, at 11:30 a.m. The quilts will then
be donated to Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside.

During tomorrow’s session, the
women will start two projects for
charity: small quilts and small knit-
ted or crocheted blankets. Partici-
pants may knit, crochet, quilt and
sew. Group members will help and
guide all attendees, particularly those
who have never made anything be-
fore. Patterns and instruction also will
be available.

Interested persons are asked to call
the church office at (908) 889-8891 to
reserve a space and to receive a list of
materials for the project they prefer.

It is not necessary to sign up for all
of the evenings. Refreshments, a
“show-and-tell” and sharing of sup-
plies are all part of the program. For
more information, call (908) 889-8891
or e-mail fanwoodpres@erols.com.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Silhouettes This Sunday

WESTFIELD – A program on the
“Art of Silhouettes” will take place
on Sunday, April 6, from 2 to 4 p.m.
at the Miller-Cory House Museum.
The museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield.

Silhouette, or profile art, reached
the height of popularity between the
17th and the mid-19th centuries. Eas-
ily affordable, silhouettes were con-
sidered the snapshots of the day – an
instant memento, a lover’s keepsake
or a family record.

Evelyn Kennelly will discuss the
different techniques and equipment
used to make silhouettes and display
the completed items.

Costumed docents will be avail-
able to guide visitors through the
fully furnished, 1740 farmhouse. In

the museum’s Frazee Building, mem-
bers of the cooking committee will
prepare seasonal recipes over the
open-hearth fire using authentic Co-
lonial methods. Taste treats will be
offered for sampling.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age four. Upcoming Sunday programs
include “Fashion Dolls and Tea” on
April 13 and the “Sheep to Shawl”
program on April 27.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
also is available weekday mornings
for tours for school or other groups,
as well as after school for Boy Scout
and Girl Scout groups. All tours must
be arranged in advance.

For information on tours, Sunday
programs or volunteer opportunities
at the museum, call (908) 232-1776
weekdays between 9 a.m. and noon.

Library Friends Plan
Drumthwacket Trip

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor a spring trip to
Drumthwacket, Rat’s Restaurant and
the Grounds for Sculpture on Thurs-
day, May 22.

A guided tour of six public rooms,
as well as the solarium of the official
residence of New Jersey’s governors,
will begin the day. A walk through the
gardens and a visit to Olden House,
the restored original farmhouse, will
follow the tour.

Next will be lunch at Rat’s Restau-
rant, located on the site of Grounds for
Sculpture, a 35-acre sculpture garden.
Rat’s is rated number one in the Zagat’s
Survey for decor and cuisine. Docents
from Grounds for Sculpture will lead
participants on a tour of the high-
lights surrounding the restaurant.

The bus will depart from the
Westfield Memorial Library parking
lot at 9 a.m. and return around 5:30
p.m. The cost, which includes trans-
portation, admission to
Drumthwacket and Grounds for
Sculpture, plus a choice of a three-
course luncheon, is $95.

Interested persons are asked to
send their checks, made payable to
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library, to Phyllis O’Brien, 23 Fair
Hill Road, Westfield, N.J. 07090 by
Friday, April 18. Individuals should
include their telephone number and
address.

Mr. Ungar to Perform
For 12 O’Clock Club
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local pianist

Skip Ungar will entertain during the
12 O’Clock Club Luncheon on Tues-
day, April 8, from noon to 2 p.m. at the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.

Mr. Ungar performs Broadway show
tunes from the 1940s and 1950s. He
entertains residents at assisted living
facilities and nursing homes around
the state.

Willow Grove also offers a free
“Stretches for Health” exercise pro-
gram every Tuesday from 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. at the church. Those at-
tending the April 8 session may stay
for the luncheon and program after-
ward. The cost of the luncheon is $5.
To make a reservation by Monday,
April 7, call the church office at
(908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit the church website at
willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road,
across the street from the Scotch Plains
Southside Firehouse near the corner
of South Martine Avenue. The build-
ing is handicap-accessible.

Gift Boutique on Tap
On Thursday at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will hold a gift boutique
vendor sale on Thursday, April 10,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hundreds of items will be for sale,
ranging from handcrafted jewelry to
purses, home decorating items to
children’s clothes, plus many other
selections. Proceeds from the sale
will benefit the JCC’s Senior Adult
Services Department.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 South Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. For more in-
formation, contact Senior Adult Ser-
vices Director Nan Statton at
nstatton@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 207.

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
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WF Student Joins
Campus Council

WESTFIELD – A Westfield junior
at Davidson College, Katie Rae
Mulvey, was elected as a representa-
tive for the Council On Campus and
Religious Life. She is the daughter of
Brian and Nancy Mulvey of Westfield.

The council consists of about 20
faculty, administrators and students
who meet with the college president
at least twice a year to consider mat-
ers that enrich the spiritual, social
and cultural lives of members of the
college community.

Katie is a political science major
with a minor in Spanish. She is a tutor
at the Ada Jenkins Community Cen-
ter after-school program, the court
selection chair for Turner Eating
House and a founding member of the
women’s club-level lacrosse team.
Katie also participated in a commu-
nity service project in Nicaragua for
spring break 2007.

TIME TO READ…Kindergarten children from Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Mountainside look over the vast selection of books offered at this year’s
Scholastic Book Fair.

Student Retention Authority
To Visit UCC on April 9

CRANFORD – On Wednesday,
April 9, Vincent Tinto, nationally re-
nowned authority on student retention
and the impact of learning communi-
ties on student attainment, will visit
the Cranford campus of Union County
College at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

His first presentation will be held

at 11 a.m. and is entitled “Promoting
Student Success in the First Year of
College.” This lecture will be held in
Room L-315 of the MacKay Library,
and Mr. Tinto will speak on student
success strategies pertaining specifi-
cally to the first-year college student.

His second presentation, scheduled
to begin at 1:30 p.m., is entitled “Pro-
moting Student Success.” The lecture
will be held in the South Lecture Hall
and will address strategies necessary to
promote student success and retention.

The public is welcome to attend
both lectures. Mr. Tinto’s visit to
Union County College is funded by
the Title V grant, recently received by
the college, which is being used to
establish and implement a “Center
for Student Success” on all three UCC
campuses. These presentations are an
opportunity to hear and speak with
Mr. Tinto regarding retention initia-
tives that result in student success.

Mr. Tinto’s curriculum vitae, as
well as papers and conference
speeches, are included on the Syra-
cuse University website,
soeweb.syr.edu/academics/grad/
higher_education/vtinto.cfm.

WF Student Shadows
CNN News Personality

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s note: In January, Lafayette
senior Carolyn Freundlich of
Westfield spent a day shadowing Car-
rie Lee, a business news correspon-
dent for CNN Headline News in New
York City. An English major, Carolyn
wrote the following account of expe-
riences with Ms. Lee.

She is a graduate of Westfield High
School and the daughter of Dr. and
Dr. Richard Evan Freundlich.

This past January I was given an
opportunity to extern at CNN with
business news correspondent Carrie
Lee. The day started with a general
tour of CNN.

Three other Lafayette students and
I were then brought to Ms. Lee’s
desk. Ms. Lee greeted us with a smile
and, after introducing herself, seemed
interested in getting to know us. She
was very warm, welcoming and ex-
tremely accommodating for some-
one with such a busy schedule.

Not only did she let us follow her
around for the day, she also went out of
her way to introduce us to some of the
most important people working at CNN.

I was given the opportunity to speak
with John Kline, the president of
CNN, Caleb Silver, CNN Money
website director, and other important
members of CNN. These talks were
informative, interesting and, need-
less to say, a bit intimidating.

Ms. Lee wasn’t always available to
stay with us while we spoke with
some of the other members of CNN.
She adhered to a very strict schedule.
Periodically, she would excuse her-
self, fix her makeup and give a live
news broadcast, which she delivered
with perfect elocution.

Shadowing Ms. Lee gave me in-
sight into the rigorous demands of
being a news anchor, which is why I
signed up for the Lafayette externship
program.

As an extremely indecisive person,
I have long been fickle about my
future career aspirations. Lafayette
provides several different excellent

opportunities, including their
externship program with several top
companies, to test out different ca-
reers to try to see which one fits.

Through Lafayette, I have seen into
the day-to-day lives of someone work-
ing in the fields of marketing, public
relations and medicine. Although I
view these fields with great admira-
tion, none of them seem to be right for
me.

As a second semester senior, with
16 years of education under my belt,
it has long since been time to buckle
down and make a decision.

I am not sure if it was the welcom-
ing atmosphere, the general enjoy-
ment and pride taken in the work of
the employees at CNN, or the essence
of the work itself, but thanks to the
opportunity of being able to spend a
day at CNN, I am fairly positive that
I would like to work somewhere
within the field of broadcasting/jour-
nalism.

“THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN NEWS...”Carolyn Freundlich of Westfield,
left, shadows Carrie Lee, a business news correspondent for CNN Headline News
in New York City.

WF Students Earn
Williston Distinction
WESTFIELD – Rebecca Mason, a

junior at Mount Holyoke College, was
named a Sarah Williston Scholar, for
her academic achievement, at the Cel-
ebration of Student Achievement cer-
emony at the college on February 11.

Rebecca, a computer science ma-
jor, is the daughter of Arthur and
Christine Mason of Westfield.

The Sarah Williston Scholar dis-
tinction is given to students whose
cumulative grade point average at the
end of their sophomore year places
them in the top 15 percent of their
class.

By MARGARET W. HAYES, ED.D.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With more and more demands on
everyone’s time, it is easy to overlook
the task of voting in the school elec-
tion and on the budget on April 15.

Though some may question the
value in coming out to vote, the cost
of not voting can be great indeed. Our
public schools need your active par-
ticipation in the school budget elec-
tion. With voter turnout generally low,
every vote is important.

We work hard to prepare a budget
that provides the quality education
our 5,467 students deserve and our
two communities demand. We also
carefully monitor expenditures, some-
thing every taxpayer has a right to
expect.

Much thought has gone into pre-
paring the 2008-2009 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School Budget.

For the second year we have made
reductions in the budget in response
to the 4-percent tax levy cap, enacted
by the State Legislature in 2007.

In addition, the new School Fund-
ing Reform Act of 2008 guided our
budget process. Also, careful spend-
ing this year created savings that will
help the budget next year. These fac-
tors all contribute to a school budget
for 2008-2009 that will have a lower
tax impact compared to the last sev-
eral years.

Just as family budgets respond to
changing needs, we must also ana-
lyze changing school conditions. We
are now experiencing flattening en-
rollments at the elementary levels, as
predicted by demographic studies
conducted for our district.

The lower number of students will
permit us to reduce four elementary-
teaching classroom positions, while
we maintain effective elementary stu-
dent-teacher ratios.

District-wide, our only program
reduction is the Air Force ROTC pro-
gram. Declining enrollments over the
years caused the Air Force to with-
draw the program.

Other savings are being realized as
we reduce expenses as far from the
classroom as possible, for example, a

Superintendent’s Journal
~ Written by Dr. Margaret Hayes

clerical staffing reduction and lower
projected costs for transportation.

Principals are maintaining their
building-based budgets at their 2006-
2007 levels, as everyone works to do
more with less in these challenging
economic times.

Just as families need to replace
household necessities periodically, so
do school districts. Our proposed
budget will replace outdated text-
books for middle-school science and
world language programs, and up-
date materials that support various
high school courses in social studies,
business and world languages.

Three modular classrooms are in-
cluded in our operating budget to
address overcrowding at Terrill
Middle School. We also plan to com-
plete the high school re-paving project
and begin phase one of the window
replacement project at Brunner El-
ementary School.

So what is the cost of not voting?
Defeated budgets generally result in
further cuts to an already carefully
trimmed budget. They rarely result in
significant tax savings, but can seri-
ously erode quality education.

Since this is an uncontested school
board election, the school budget de-
cision should not be neglected. We
need your thoughtful vote. Our stu-
dents are counting on you now, just as
you will be counting on them in the
future.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/1/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.`; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Route I-78 Eastbound & West Bound, Contract No. 042043490; From West of Drift
Road/Dale Road to Springfield Ave, S.R. 124 (Interchange 49); Berkeley Heights,
Springfield, Union, Millburn Townships, Mountainside, Watchung Boros;
UNION, SOMERSET AND ESSEX COUNTIES; 100% State; DP  No: 08110

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/3/08, 4/10/08 and 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $208.08

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/10/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Permanent Patch Contract, North - 2008, Various locations in Sus-
sex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union Counties and Warren County
- Including and North of Route 57, Region North; 100% State; DP  No: 08439

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 3/20/08, 3/27/08 and 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/24/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.`; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Demolition of Buildings and Asbestos Removal, Contract #1-2008; Rt. 1 & 9
Section 4T, City of Elizabeth, Union County; 100% State; DP  No: 08107

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 3/27/08, 4/3/08 and 4/10/08, The Leader Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/22/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

LONG-LIFE PAVEMENT MARKINGS CONTRACT, NORTH - 2008 ROUTES US 1,
NJ 10, NJ 15, NJ 22, NJ 23, NJ 46, I-78, NJ 181, NJ 183, NJ 185, US 202, NJ 208,

I-278, I-280, NJ 284, I-287, NJ 440, AND NJ 495, Counties of Sussex, Morris,
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren;

Federal Project No: STP-B00S (557), DP  No: 08420

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

For Federal projects,  Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 3/27/08, 4/3/08 and 4/10/08, The Leader Fee: $195.84

SP Academy Reveals
Local Student Scholars

SCOTCH PLAINS – Christopher
Uehlinger, a senior at the Academy
for Information Technology (AIT) in
Scotch Plains, one
of the Union
County Vocational
T e c h n i c a l
Schools, was
named a com-
mended student in
the 2008 National
Merit Scholarship
Program, AIT
Principal Paul
Munz announced.

Christopher, a
resident of Scotch
Plains, placed
among the top 4
percent of more than 1.4-million stu-
dents nationwide who entered the
2008 competition by taking the PSAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test.

Four additional AIT students were
cited for their academic efforts, ac-
cording to Mr. Munz. Seniors Nidhi
Borad of Union, Francisco Guzman
of Elizabeth, Renato Lopez of Union

and Cecilia Osterman of Scotch Plains
were named Edward J. Bloustein Dis-
tinguished Scholars, through the Gar-

den State Scholar-
ship Program.

Nidhi, Fran-
cisco, Renato and
Cecilia were
among the highest
achieving students
in the state of New
Jersey, based on
their Quality Point
Averages (QPAs)
and combined
SAT critical read-
ing and math SAT
scores of 1260 or
above at the con-

clusion of their junior year.
The Higher Education Student As-

sistance Authority, an independent
state agency, administers the
Bloustein Distinguished Scholar
Awards. Each year, more than 7,000
students statewide are recognized and
receive a $1,000 scholarship, pro-
vided they attend a New Jersey col-
lege or university.

Christopher Uehlinger

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on April
14, 2008, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m.
to hear the Minor Subdivision application
of Messercola Brothers Building Company,
Inc., for 2221 Morse Avenue, Block 7502,
Lot 13, which proposes to subdivide the lot
into two lots and construct two new homes.
There are no variances required with this
minor subdivision.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/3/08, The Times Fee: $14.79

Area Residents Make
Providence Dean’s List

AREA – Meghan Wischusen, a resi-
dent of Cranford and a member of the
Class of 2009, and Caitlin Towey, a
resident of Westfield and a member
of the Class of 2008, made the dean’s
list at Providence College for the fall
2007 semester.

To qualify for the dean’s list, stu-
dents must achieve at least a 3.55
grade point average with a minimum
of 12 credits during the term.

SP’s Lundgren Makes
Rider Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rebecca
Lundgren, a sophomore at Rider Uni-
versity, made the school’s dean’s list.

Rebecca is an elementary educa-
tion major, with a minor in psychol-
ogy. To earn placement on the dean’s
list, students must be enrolled full
time and have a grade point average
of 3.25 or higher.

Rebecca is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Roy Lundgren of Scotch Plains.

Marist Announces
Fall Dean’s List

AREA – The following students
were named to the Marist College
dean’s list for the fall 2007 semester:

Kelly Furlong of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2011, and is
majoring in communication arts/un-
decided.

Jeffrey Hogan of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2009 and is
majoring in communications/gaming/
interactive media.

Caitlin Lojo of Westfield is a mem-
ber of the Class of 2009, and is major-
ing in fashion merchandising.

Douglas Townsend of Westfield is
a member of the Class of 2011, and is
majoring in communications/radio/
TV/film.

Area Students Make
Phila. Dean’s List

AREA – Jessica Estriplet and
Divyang Patel of Scotch Plains and
Jennie Mathew of Westfield, all doc-
tor of pharmacy students at the Uni-
versity of Sciences in Philadelphia,
earned dean’s list recognition in the
fall 2007 semester.

Selection is based on completing
and passing all assigned courses with
no grade below a “C” and attaining an
academic average of at least 3.4, for
courses taken in the fall semester.

WF Students Make
Rochester Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Three Westfield

students made the dean’s list at the
University of Rochester.

Rebecca Fallon, a senior majoring
in brain and cognitive sciences, Ryan
Burslem, a senior majoring in eco-
nomics, and Evan Bilheimer, a junior
majoring in history and chemistry,
were named to the dean’s list for
academic achievement in the College
of Arts, Sciences and Engineering for
the fall 2007 semester.

JCC Event to Address
Kids’ Healthy Meals
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey and the Westfield
Hadassah Young Women’s Group will
co-sponsor a workshop for parents
entitled “Healthy Meals for Healthy
Kids” on Wednesday, April 9, at 7:30
p.m. It will take place in the JCC’s
Kosher Teaching Kitchen.

All are welcome to attend this free
program, which will feature a dem-
onstration and discussion led by Tassie
Becker, a JCC preschool teacher and
Hadassah member, and Jenifer
Wirtshafter, founder of Jeni-Fit and a
JCC/Hadassah member.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 South Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion on this program, contact Rachel
Lipschutz at mlip@comcast.net or
(908) 317-9665.

WF Students Receive
Honors at Emory

WESTFIELD – The following
Westfield students received honors at
Emory College for the spring 2007
semester: Jonathan Dickstein of
Westfield, son of Dennis Ira Dickstein
and Susan Sokalner Dickstein; Lind-
say Elbaum of Westfield, daughter of
Jack Elbaum and Joyce Elbaum;
Amanda Gross of Westfield, daugh-
ter of Jonathan Gross and Carol Gross.

Students must be in Emory College’s
top 20 percent or have approximately a
3.844 grade point average or higher to
be named to the dean’s list.

A HEALTHY CHOICE…Author
Hope Weinstein visited the Garwood
Public Library and read her book,
“Healthy Bear Cooks With Care,”
above. Along with the reading, she
demonstrated how easy it was to cre-
ate simple, healthful snacks. Pictured
at left is Healthy Bear as he greets the
children in attendance before Ms.
Weinstein (above) read to them. Ms.
Weinstein’s book is available at the
library to borrow or purchase.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                     PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO: 666-2008
INTRO: 3/13/2008
FINAL: 3/27/2008

Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at a REGULAR MEETING on March 13th 2008
and said Ordinance has been published with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further consideration
and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons interested an opportunity to be heard. NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally passed and adopted,
and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published herewith has been finally adopted on March 27th 2008, and the 20
day period of limitations within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such Ordinance can be commenced has
begun to run from the date of first publication of this statement.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE SETTING FEES FOR UNION COUNTY PARK FACILITIES FOR THE YEAR 2008

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as follows:
1.  That the schedule of fees attached hereto are hereby adopted as the official fees for the use of all County Park Facilities.
2.  That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
3.  That the Clerk of the Board be and is hereby authorized and directed to publish the required notice in the appropriate newspaper

of such introduction and of a public hearing on March 27, 2008 and shall forward one certified copy, upon final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.

4.  That the plans pertinent to this Ordinance are on file in the Clerk of the Board Office.

SUMMARY OF PARKS & RECREATION PROPOSED FEE INCREASES FOR 2008
Bold - Indicates increase in fee from previous year

GOLF 2007 2008 PROPOSED
GREEN FEES: WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS
County $22.00 $24.00 $27.00 $29.00
Season $19.00 $24.00 $24.00 $26.00
Senior Citizens $14.00 $24.00 $16.00 $29.00
Youth $13.00 $24.00 $16.00 $26.00
Outing - County Organizations $33.00 N/A $55.00 $60.00
Outing - County Organizations with shot gun start $50.00 N/A $70.00 $75.00
Out of County: W/D W/E WD W/E
Adults $44.00 $48.00 $54.00 $58.00
Senior Citizens $28.00 $44.00 $32.00 $58.00
Youth $26.00 $34.00 $30.00 $52.00
Edison (only at ORGC with proof of residency) $23.00 $25.00 $28.00 $30.00
Senior citizen (out-of-county Receprocity Program) $22.00 N/A $27.00 N/A
Out -of-State $60.00 $100.00 $70.00 $110.00
Outing - Out-of- County Organizations N/A N/A $75.00 $80.00
Outing - Out-of-County Organizations with shot gun start N/A N/A $90.00 $95.00
WINTER RATES: (Green Fees Only) December 1 to March 31, Weekday Rates Apply at all times.
TWILIGHT GREENS FEES: W/D W/E WD W/E
Twilight start time changes with season; as early as noon in winter and as late as 4 pm from April to August
County $18.00 $19.00 $23.00 $24.00
Season $15.00 $17.00 $17.00 $22.00
Senior citizen $11.00 $18.00 $13.00 $22.00
Youth $10.00 $13.00 $12.00 $22.00
Reciprocity (weekdays only) $18.00 N/A $20.00 N/A
Out-Of-County $36.00 $38.00 $41.00 $43.00
Out-Of-County Senior $22.00 $36.00 $24.00 $38.00
Out-Of-County Youth $20.00 $26.00 $22.00 $28.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Locker rental * (season) $15.00 $20.00
High School practice $4.00 $6.00
High School match $27.00 $29.00
College match $50.00 $52.00
*    New Jersey sales tax included in price.
NOTE: Holiday rates apply from Good Friday to Columbus Day only.
PITCH & PUTT: W/D W/E WD W/E
Adults $5.50 $6.50 $6.50 $7.50
Senoirs w/I.D. $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.50
Youth (17 & under) $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.00
Groups (min. 12) $4.50 N/A $5.00 N/A
**    Organized groups of children utilizing the facility during school hours, shall be charged one-half the youth rate. (9AM-3PM,

weekdays)
WATCHUNG STABLES

HORSE BOARD: Daily Monthly Daily Monthly
*Box Stall County resident $13.84 $415.00 $14.17 $425.00
*Box Stall Out-of-County $17.17 $515.00 $17.50 $525.00
*Tie Stall County resident $11.17 $335.00 $11.50 $345.00
*Tie Stall Out-of-County $12.83 $385.00 $13.17 $395.00

RESERVATION FEES:
ATHLETIC FIELDS: (per 3hrs/baseball & softball) County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Adult $8/$800max $16/$1600max $12.00 $24.00
Lighted Baseball Field (Warinanco Park) @ 3 hrs $90.00 $180.00 $95.00 $195.00
Lighted Soccer Field (Mattano Park) @ 2 hrs $60.00 $120.00 $65.00 $130.00
Cricket Field - full day permit $30.00 $35.00
PERMITS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Beer Permits $30.00 $60.00 $35.00 $70.00
Use of Scout Camping Area for corporate event N/A N/A $150.00 $300.00
Group camping (scouts) per troop or den $25.00 $50.00 $30.00 $60.00

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
GOLF 2007 2008 PROPOSED

I.D. CARDS:
#1 County $40.00 $40.00
#2 Season $90.00 $90.00
#3 Senior Citizen - discount card $35.00 $35.00
#4 Youth $35.00 $35.00
#5 Edison Township (ORGC) $40.00 $40.00
Card replacement $5.00 $5.00
RESERVATION FEE:
Resident $2.00 /round $2.00 /round
Assoc. Member $3.00 /round $3.00 /round
Out/County $4.00 /round $4.00 /round
Failure to Modify(No Show) $5.00 /green fee $5.00 /green fee
GREEN FEES: WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS WEEKDAYS WEEKENDS
County $22.00 $24.00 $27.00 $29.00
Season $19.00 $24.00 $24.00 $26.00
Senior Citizens $14.00 $24.00 $16.00 $29.00
Youth $13.00 $24.00 $16.00 $26.00
Outing(+$3.00 reservation fee/per person)* $33.00 N/A $55.00 $60.00
Outing with shot gun start($26.00 cart fee)* $50.00 N/A $70.00 $75.00
*2008 fees include reservation fee and cart/per person
OUT-OF-COUNTY: W/D W/E WD W/E
Adults $44.00 $48.00 $54.00 $58.00
Senior Citizens $28.00 $44.00 $32.00 $58.00
Youth $26.00 $34.00 $30.00 $52.00
Edison (only at ORGC with proof of residency) $23.00 $25.00 $28.00 $30.00
Senior citizen (out-of-county Receprocity Program) $22.00 N/A $27.00 N/A
Outing includes cart & reservation fee/per person N/A N/A $75.00 $80.00
Outing with shot gun start, cart & reservation fee/per person N/A N/A $90.00 $95.00
OUT-OF-STATE: $60.00 $100.00 $70.00 $110.00
WINTER RATES: (Green Fees Only)
(Dec. 1 to Mar. 31) WEEKDAY RATES APPLY AT ALL TIMES
GOLF LESSONS:
Per half hour $35.00 $35.00
Book (six 1/2 hours) $180.00 $180.00
Group (4 or more) $25/per/hr. $25/per/hr.
Rental of Clubs $15.00 $15.00
Lost or broken club (per club) 10/club 10/club
Playing lessons (9 hole, green fees additional) $90.00 $90.00
TWILIGHT GREENS FEES: W/D W/E WD W/E
Twilight start time changes with season; as early as noon in winter and as late as 4 pm from April to August
County $18.00 $19.00 $23.00 $24.00
Season $15.00 $17.00 $17.00 $22.00
Senior citizen $11.00 $18.00 $13.00 $22.00
Youth $10.00 $13.00 $12.00 $22.00
Reciprocity (weekdays only) $18.00 N/A $20.00 N/A
Out-Of-County $36.00 $38.00 $41.00 $43.00
Out-Of-County Senior $22.00 $36.00 $24.00 $38.00
Out-Of-County Youth $20.00 $26.00 $22.00 $28.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Golf Camp (16 hours per camper) $150.00 $150.00
Hand cart * $4.00 $4.00
Locker rental * (season) $15.00 $20.00
Golf cars - 9 holes * $17.00 $17.00
Golf cars - 18 holes * $29.00 $29.00
High School practice $4.00 $6.00
High School match $27.00 $29.00
College match $50.00 $52.00
*    New Jersey sales tax included in price.
NOTE: Holiday rates apply from Good Friday to Columbus Day only.
PITCH & PUTT: W/D W/E WD W/E
Adults $5.50 $6.50 $6.50 $7.50
Senoirs w/I.D. $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.50
Youth (17 & under) $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.00
Groups (min. 12) $4.50 N/A $5.00 N/A
Lost or broken club $10/club $10/club $10/club $10/club
Lost ball $1.00 $1.00 $1.00 $1.00
**    Organized groups of children utilizing the facility during school hours, shall be charged one-half the youth rate. (9AM-3PM,

weekdays)

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
WARINANCO SKATING CENTER 2007 2008 PROPOSED

GENERAL SESSION ADMISSIONS:
Adults $5.00 $5.00
Youth (17 & under) $4.00 $4.00
Seniors (62 & over w/I.D.) $4.25 $4.25
DISCOUNT CARDS:  (Union County Residents Only): 30 visits/10 visits 30 visits/10 visits
Adults $115.00 $40.00 $115.00 $40.00
Youth/Senoirs $85.00 $30.00 $85.00 $30.00
SPECIAL GROUP DISCOUNTS: (20 person Min.)
Adults $4.00 $4.00
Youth/Seniors $3.00 $3.00
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS:
GROUP LESSONS: (1/2 hr with Pro - Max 12 people)
Adult/Advanced - 6 - Lessons $70.00 +Admission $70.00 + Admission
Youth - 6 - Lessons $65.00 + Admission $65.00 + Admission
Hockey clinic (6, 1 hour sessions, youth only) $95.00 $95.00
PRIVATE LESSONS:
30 minute w/instructor $40.00 + Admission $40.00 + Admission
15 minute w/instructor $20.00 + Admission $20.00 + Admission
1 hour w/instructor Not to exceed $80.00 Not to exceed $80.00
RESERVED ICE TIME: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Ice Time - Per 1 hour $225.00 $275.00 $225.00 $275.00
School Hockey Program - Per 1 hour (5AM to 9AM weekdays only) $70.00 $75.00 $70.00 $75.00
Floortime/non-skating - Per 1 hour (No Ice, summer months only) $100.00  $100.00
SPECIAL CHARGE:
Skate rental $3 00 $3.00
Hockey skates (sharpening/per pair) *$5 00 *$5.25
Goalie skates (sharpening/per pair) *$5.50 *$5 75
Figure skates (sharpening/per pair) *$5.50 *$5.75
On the spot sharpening (extra/pair) $0.75 $1.00
Lockers (daily) $0.50 $0.50
Lunch Time Hockey (1PM to 3PM) Goalies no charge $7.00 $7.00
SPECTATORS FOR HOCKEY GAMES AND TOURNAMENT:
Adults (18 yrs. & older) $3.00 $3.00
Youth (17 yrs. & under) $2.00 $2.00

SCHOOL RROGRAMS:  General session from 9AM to 3PM, school  days only
Admission $1.00 $1.00
Skate rental $1.00 $1.00
* New Jersey sales tax included in price.

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
SWIMMING 2007 2008 PROPOSED

DAILY ADMISSIONS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Adults $5.00 $10.00 $5.00 $10.00
Youth (17 & under) $4.00 $8.00 $4.00 $8.00
Seniors (62 & over w/I.D.) $4.00 $8.00 $4.00 $8.00
Day Camps $3.00 N/A $3.00 N/A
FAMILY DISCOUNT CARDS: (Not a swim plan - Open to the first 200 families
Early registration available at Administration Building Only.) County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Suggested dates May 15 - June 15 $210.00 N/A $210.00 N/A
INDIVIDUAL DISCOUNT CARDS: Based on 10 visit or 30 visit County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Senior/child 10 visit $30.00 $40.00 $30.00 $40.00
Adult 10 visit $40.00 $40.00 $40.00 $40.00
Senior/child 30 visit $85.00 $40.00 $85.00 $40.00
Adult 30 visit $115.00 $170.00 $115.00 $170.00
INSTRUCTIONS: (+ Pool Admission)
Group Lessons (12 @ 30 minutes) $65.00 /person $65.00 /person
Private (1/2 hour) $35.00 /person $35.00 /person
Red Cross Lifesaving (CPR & First Aid) $225.00 /person $225.00 /person
Red Cross Lifesaving Refresher Course $50.00 /person $50.00 /person
Lockers * $0.25 $0.25
Lost Locker Key fee *$3.00 *$3.00
* New Jersey sales tax included in price.

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
TRAILSIDE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER 2007 2008 PROPOSED

GROUP PROGRAMS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Pre-first grade, ages 3-6 45 minutes (Up to 12) $35.00 $45.00 $35.00 $45.00
School & Community 60 minutes (Up to 25) $50.00 $60.00 $50.00 $60.00
* In 2007,  schools no charge - Freeholder initiative
Youth Groups - Grades 1 & up 90 minutes (up to 25) $60.00 $70.00 $60.00 $70.00

2 hours $85.00 $95.00 $85.00 $95.00
Birthday Parties - Ages 5 and up 45 minutes (up to 14) $60.00 $70.00 $60.00 $70.00
Birthday Party Room Rental 30 minutes $40.00 $50.00 $40.00 $50.00
Scouts *2007 program up to 60 minutes 60 minutes (up to 14) $30.00 $30.00 $30.00 $30.00
Adults *2007 program up to 60 minutes 60 minutes (up to 25) $50.00 $60.00 $50.00 $60.00
OFF-SITE PROGRAMS: (Nov.1-Apr.1) County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
1. Classroom programs or TREE van visit - Union County & towns
within a 10 mile radius   60 minutes (*2007 increase of 15 minutes) $75.00 $100.00 $75.00 $100.00
Grades 1 and up only - limited availability!
2. Assembly programs - Union County & towns within a 10 mile radius
 - Up to 200 people -- 45 minutes (*2007 Increase of 15 minutes) $175.00 $200.00 $175.00 $200.00
3. Adults Speaker Fee - Group 45-60 minutes, within a 25 mile radius $75.00 $100.00 $75.00 $100.00
CHILDRENS WORKSHOPS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Baby Makes 3 1 hour $8.00/family $10.00/family $8.00/family $10.00/family
Two of Us 1 hour $4.00/person $5.00/person $4.00/person $5.00/person
Small Fry Days 1 1/4 hour $8.00/class $10.00/class $8.00/class $10.00/class
Afterschool Explorations 1 1/4 hour $8.00/class $10.00/class $8.00/class $10.00/class
Afterschool Skywatchers 1 1/4 hour $8.00/class $10.00/class $8.00/class $10.00/class
Trailside Explorers 1 1/4 hour $8.00/class $10.00/class $8.00/class $10.00/class
ROOM AND OTHER RENTALS: Auditorium Auditorium
Corporations & Profit-making groups 1 hour up to 230 $80.00 $110.00 $80.00 $110.00
Non-profit groups 1 hour up to 230 $50.00 $80.00 $50.00 $80.00

Classroom Classroom
Corporations & Profit-making groups 1 hour $50.00 $80.00 $50.00 $80.00
Non-profit groups 1 hour $30.00 $60.00 $30.00 $60.00
SUMMER PROGRAMS: fee is per person unless noted otherwise County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
The Two of us $8.00 $10.00 $8.00 $10.00
Preschool - camp
   combo camp program 10 hours up to 14/class $80.00 $100.00 $80.00 $100.00
   combo camp program w/Session E 12 hours up to 14/class $95.00 $125.00 $95.00 $125.00
*1-6 Grade camp - single 20 hours up to 14/class $120.00 $150.00 $120.00 $150.00
   combo camp program 35 hours up to 14/class $280.00 $350.00 $280.00 $350.00
3-Day Workshops - Fairies & Rockers $34.00 $42.00 $34.00 $42.00
Non-refundable camp registration fee built in to camp fees listed above $30.00 $30.00 $30.00 $30.00
Tuesday Family Evening Programs 1 hour up to 30 $6.00 $7.00 $6.00 $7.00
Friday Family programs 1 hour up to 30 $6.00 $7.00 $6.00 $7.00
Family Camp out 8+ hours up to 25 $20/person $25/person $20/person $25/person
*A fee will be added to sessions with van field trips and will be based on the cost of the trip
Bold - Indicates Increase in fee from previous year.

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
WATCHUNG STABLES 2007 2008 PROPOSED

HORSEBACK RIDING: W/D W/E WD W/E
1 Hour Trail Ride County resident $21.00 $23.00 $21.00 $23.00
1 Hour Trail Ride Out-of-County $27.00 $29.00 $27.00 $29.00
1/2 Hour Trail Ride County resident $13.00 $15.00 $13.00 $15.00
1/2 Hour Trail Ride Out-of-County $19.00 $21.00 $19.00 $21.00
Lead Line - Children under age 9 - must be County resident $11.00 $13.00 $11.00 $13.00
lead by a parent/guardian - 1/2hr. Out-of-County $17.00 $19.00 $17.00 $19.00
WINTER RATES: (Dec. 15 up to Mar. 1) W/D W/E WD W/E
1 Hour Trail Ride County resident $17.00 $19.00 $17.00 $19.00
1 Hour Trail Ride Out-of-County $23.00 $25.00 $23.00 $25.00
1/2 Hour Trail Ride County resident $10.00 $12.00 $10.00 $12.00
1/2 Hour Trail Ride Out-of-County $16.00 $18.00 $16.00 $18.00
Lead Line - Children under age 9 - must be County resident $10.00 $11.00 $10.00 $12.00
lead by a parent/guardian - 1/2hr. Out-of-County $16.00 $18.00 $16.00 $18.00
NOTE: Organized groups of school children utilizing the facility during school hours, 9am to 3pm - weekdays, shall be charged one-

half the County rate.
Also: Students who belong to the Stevens Institute of Technology Equestrian Club or learning to Ride Horses Class, shall be charged

one-half the County rate.
SUMMER RIDING CAMP: 4 day session - ages 8 ro 17 County Out-of-County County Out-of-County

$280.00 $340.00 $280.00 $340.00
WEEKLY HORSE RENTALS: 4 day session, 3 hrs/day, weekdays onlyCounty Out-of-County County Out-of-County

$200.00 $272.00 $200.00 $272.00
MOUNTED TROOPS: Spring & Fall County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Children’s Senior Troop (10 rides/season) $250.00 $310.00 $250.00 $310.00
Junior Troop (10 rides/season) $210.00 $270.00 $210.00 $270.00
Adult’s (8 rides/season) $210.00 $258.00 $210.00 $258.00
Summer Troop (per rides) $25.00 $31.00 $25.00 $31.00
TROOP HORSE SHOWS:
Per event $12.00 $12.00
Post entry $15.00 $15.00
Horse show number deposit (refundable when returned) $2.00 $2.00
PRIVATE INSTRUCTIONS:
45 MINUTES $25.00 $25.00
OUTSIDE INSTRUCTOR/TRAINER RING 1 hour $40.00 1 hour $40.00
RENTAL FEE (Insurance required available to Boarders Only) 1/2 hour $30.00 1/2 hour $30.00
HORSE BOARD: Daily Monthly Daily Monthly
*Box Stall County resident $13.84 $415.00 $14.17 $425.00
*Box Stall Out-of-County $17.17 $515.00 $17.50 $525.00
*Tie Stall County resident $11.17 $335.00 $11.50 $345.00
*Tie Stall Out-of-County $12.83 $385.00 $13.17 $395.00
Box Stall Late Fee $40.00 $40.00
Tie Stall Late Fee $30.00 $30.00
HOLDING AN EMPTY STALL: Daily Monthly Daily Monthly
Stalls may not be held longer than 4 months County resident $5.00 $150.00 $5.00 $150.00
without written permission of management Out-of-County $6.00 $180.00 $6.00 $180.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Turnout fee - per 1 hour $4.00 $4.00
Waiting List (Initial Application) $20.00 $20.00
Yearly Renewal $5.00 $5.00
Assembly Room rental fee (per hour) $40.00 $40.00
Horse Lovers Girl Scout Badge (one instructor 2 1/2 hrs/5 participants $50.00 $50.00
Winter Clinics (non-riding) $20.00 $20.00
* Subject to New Jersey Sales Tax. ** New Jersey Sales Rax Included.
Bold - Indicates increase in fee from previous year.

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
MISCELLANEOUS 2007 2008 PROPOSED

PISTOL RANGE:
Range Fee 46.00 / hour $6.00 / hour
PROGRAMS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:
Crafts (per craft) $8.00 $8.00
Trailside $8.00 $8.00
Post Stroke (session) $20.00 $20.00
Barn Dance $10.00 $10.00
1st. Swing Golf Lessons (session $8.00 $8.00
Volleyball (session) $8.00 $8.00
Developmentally Disabled Golf Lessons $10.00 $10.00
Valentine’s Day & St. Patrick’s Day Dances $8.00 $8.00
Ice Skating Lessons $8.00 $8.00
Cooking Classes (per class) $8.00 $8.00

2008 PROPOSED FEES AND CHARGES
RESERVATION FEES: 2007 2008 PROPOSED

ATHLETIC FIELDS: (per 3 hrs/baseball & softball; 2 hrs/soccer) County Out/County County Out/County
Youth N/C $8/$800max. N/C $8/$800max.
Adult $8/$800max.$16/$1600max. $12/no max $24/no max
Lighted Baseball Field (Warinanco Park) for 3 hrs $90.00 $180.00 $95.00 $195.00
Lighted Soccer Field (Mattano Park) for 2 hrs $60.00 $120.00 $65.00 $130.00
Cricket Field $30.00 $35.00
League Clean-up bond (refundable) $400.00 $400.00
PERMITS: (daily rates) County Out/County County Out/County
Private boats (one time registration fee) $10.00 $20.00 $10.00 $20.00
Special Events (+ all field, picnic & other applicable fees) $100.00 $200.00 $100.00 $200.00
Includes a $25 processing fee due at the time of application
Vendor Permit (non-County sponsored events) $50.00 $50.00
Beer permits $35.00 $70.00 $35.00 $70.00
Picnics  up to 99 people $30.00 $60.00 $30.00 $60.00
                 100 to 199 people $55.00 $110.00 $55.00 $110.00
                 200 to 299 people $80.00 $160.00 $80.00 $160.00
   300 people or more is a special event - see fees above
Use of Scout Camping Area for corporate event N/A N/A $150.00 $300.00
Small Events, including: Walk-a-thons, Pet adoptions, Sunrise /
prayer services, Fishing Derbies, Easter Egg Hunts, $30.00 $60.00 $30.00 $60.00
Parade Assembly area
WEDDINGS:
  Ceremony - no tent or tables $55.00 $90.00 $55.00 $90.00
   Ceremony &/ or reception with tents/tables, etc. $100.00 $200.00 $100.00 $200.00
Group camping(scouts) per troop or den $25.00 $50.00 $30.00 $60.00
No charge for school children during school days.
*DAY CAMPS:
Non-profit organizations County Out/County County Out/County
     Up to 100 campers weekly fee $75.00 $150.00 $75.00 $150.00
     101 to 200 campers weekly fee $100.00 $200.00 $100.00 $200.00
     Over 201 campers weekly fee $125.00 $250.00 $125.00 $250.00
Commercial Enterprises
     Up to 100 campers weekly fee $35/day  $70/day $35/day  $70/day
     101 to 200 campers weekly fee $45/day $90/day $45/day $90/day
 Over 201 campers weekly fee $55/day  $110/day $55/day $110/day
    Camp Clean-up Bond (refundable - applies to all camps) $50 week/$400 season max. $50 week/$400 season max.
PORTABLE BANDWAGON AND STAGE: Portal to Portal-2 men unless noted otherwise. Not for Out-of-County use.
Rental fee* $ 95 hr./ $380 min. $ 95 hr./ $380 min.
Cancellation fee $65.00 $65.00
Add’l Stage Platforms (requires add’l. 2 workers)* $70hr. / $280min. $70hr.  / $280min.

Continued on Page 11
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Continued from Page 10
All Bandwagon/Stage Rentals subject to cost for police coverage if deemed necessary by the Union County Police.
*New in 2007, these rentals are subject to NJ State sales tax. All rentals are four hour minimum.
PRIVATE GROUP HAYRIDE RENTAL FEE:
In County use only -  Off site from May to Date availability, length of rental time and Date availability, length of rental time and
November only - Portal to Portal has 3 hour number of wagons are pre-determined, and number of wagons are pre-determined, and
minimum. based on the number of people in the group. based on the number of people in the group.

Prices are based on $2.75/person at the Prices are based on $2.75/person at the
maximum number of people per time period. maximum number of people per time period.

PARK & RECREATION SPEAKERS FEES:
20 - 45 minutes program $25.00 $25.00
Over 45 minutes program $40.00 $40.00
OPERATION ARCHEOLOGY: ($ per school district) $32.00/student/$6,000 max. $32.00/student/$6,000 max.
BOATING:  (Row boat and pedal boat rental) $8.00/hr. $8.00/hr.
   Oar Replacement $8.00 $8.00
   Paddle Replacement $10.00 $10.00
ADVERTISING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS PHOTOGRAPHY: (still or video)

1/2 Day Full Day Full Day + 1/2 Day Full Day Full Day +
Commercial Organizations (up to 4 hours) (5-8 hours) (8-12 hours) (up to 4 hours) (5-8 hours) (8-12 hours)
     1 - 12 person crews $250.00 $450.00 $650.00 $250.00 $450.00 $650.00
     13 - 50 person crews $450.00 $850.00 $1,050.00 $450.00 $850.00 $1,050.00
Educational / Public Service Announcement $50.00 $100.00 $50.00 $100.00
Student Production  No charge  No charge
Note: All photo shoots subject to costs for police coverage if deemed necessary by the Union County Ploice.
Bold - Indicates increase in fee from previous year

1 T - 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $979.20
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UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO. 667-2008
FIRST READING: 3/13/2008

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed  bond ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading at a meeting
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 27th day of March, 2008, and that said
ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting of said Board of Chosen Freeholders to be held
at its meeting room in the County Administration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on the 10th day of April, 2008,
at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at which time and place all persons who may be interested therein
will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public notices are customarily posted in the Administration
Building of the County, and a copy is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general public of
the County who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth,
New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A CODIFICATION OF THE
LAW, ORDINANCES, POLICIES AND RESOLUTIONS OF UNION COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; PROVIDING
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SAID CODE; AND SAVING FROM REPEAL CERTAIN LEGISLATION NOT INCLUDED
THEREIN”, ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF THE COUNTY OF UNION ON AUGUST 19,
1993

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE “LAWS OF UNION COUNTY”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union that the “Laws of Union County” are hereby amended
as outlined in the attached Schedule A:

(See attached)

Note: All text that is underlined is inserted/new language.
All text that is struck through is deleted language.

SCHEDULE A
PART I -  ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

Chapter 1, UNION COUNTY GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union 4-28-1976 by Ord. No. 1; amended in its entirety

by Ord. No. 9-1984. Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE XIV, Departments; Divisions; Bureaus
§ 1-71. Departments enumerated.
[Amended 7-7-1988 by Ord. No. 299; 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; 6-20-02 by Ord. No. 553; 3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611]
The following are hereby established as the departments of the government of the County of Union:
A. Administrative Services.
B. Finance.
C. Runnells Specialized Hospital.
D. Human Services.
E. Public Safety.
F. Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities. [Amended 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553 and Amended 12-20-2007 by Ord. No. 664]
G.  Parks and Community Renewal.
H. Correctional Services

ARTICLE XVII, Department of Administrative Services
[Added 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337]
§ 1-99.3. Division of Motor Vehicles.
[Added 3-10-2005 by Ord. No. 611; Amended 12-20-2007 by Ord. No. 664]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Administrative Services, the Division of Motor Vehicles’

functions and responsibilities shall include the management, maintenance and repairs of all County-owned vehicles except the
vehicles under the jurisdiction of the the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities.

C. Division organization.
(3)The Division of Motor Vehicles’ general functions shall include:

(a) Controlling the inventory and issuing of passenger motor vehicles for the County, as well as other transportation services,
as required except the vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities.

(b) Providing motor vehicles, storage and maintenance facilities and establishing and implementing procedures and uniform
regulations relating to the motor pool facilities, equipment, safety, repairs and replacement of vehicles.

(c) Having responsibility for performing repairs, maintenance and all service necessary to keep the motor vehicles in safe
and readily usable condition except the vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Department of Engineering, and Public
Works and Facilities.

(d) Monitoring the usage of all vehicles and keeping records on all repairs, gas, oil, etc except the vehicles under the
jurisdiction of the the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities.

ARTICLE XX, Department of Correctional Services
§ 1-119. General purpose; departmental organization
A. There shall be a Department of Correctional Services in which the the Director of Correctional Services shall be the head of the

Department and shall be responsible to the County Manager for its operation. The Department of Correctional Services is
established for the following purposes:
(1)Developing and administering appropriate plans and programs to coordinate and improve criminal justice activities within the

County;
(2)Studying and analyzing the programs and activities of federal, state and local agencies within the County relating to the

administration of criminal justice.
(3)Operating and maintaining the County jail in a safe, efficient, sanitary and humane manner.
(4)Exercising custody, rule, keeping and charge of all prisoners in the County jail pending court action, the serving of sentences

to the County jail and their transportation to state correctional facilities or otherwise detained within the jail pursuant to law.
(5)Protecting the public by securely detaining individuals who present a danger to the community.

B. The County Manager may, pursuant to the relevant portions of N.J.S.A. 30:8-20, N.J.S.A. 40:41A-27a and N.J.S.A. 40:41A-51b,
appoint the Director of the Department of Correctional Services for a term not to exceed two years. Such appointment for a term
shall not nullify or eliminate the authority of the County Manager to remove the Director of the Department of Correctional Services
at any time during the term, without cause, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:41A-51c. However, such removal shall be subject to the right
of the Director of the Department of Correctional Services to request a public hearing on such removal before the Board of Chosen
Freeholders in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:41A-87b. [Amended 12-19-1996 by Ord. No. 434]

§ 1-120 through § 1-122. (Reserved)

ARTICLE XXI, Department of Public Safety
[Amended 10-30-1985 by Ord. No. 232; 9-10-1987 by Ord. No. 275; 8-2-1988 by Ord. No. 300; 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; 7-22-

1999 by Ord. No. 503; 6-20-2002 by Ord. No 553; 2-5-2004 by Ord. No. 587; 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636;]
§ 1-123. General purpose; departmental organization.
[Amended 11-12-1992 by Ord. No. 370; 4-14-1994 by Ord. No. 390; 8-21-1997 by Ord. No. 454; 12-11-1997 by Ord. No. 458; 9-14-

2006 by Ord. No. 636]
D. The Department of Public Safety shall include the following divisions:

(1)The Division of Police.
(2)The Division of Medical Examiner.
(3)The Division of Weights and Measures.
(4)The Division of Emergency Management.
(5) The Division of Health [Deleted  9-9-2007 by Ord. No. 655-2007]
(6)The Division of Correctional Services.

§ 1-129. Division of Correctional Services.
[Amended 9-14-2006 by Ord. No. 636]
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of Public Safety, the Division of Correctional Services functions and

responsibilities shall include:
(1)Developing and administering appropriate plans and programs to coordinate and improve criminal justice activities within the

County.
(2)Studying and analyzing the programs and activities of federal, state and local agencies within the County relating to the

administration of criminal justice.
(3)Operating and maintaining the County jail in a safe, efficient, sanitary and humane manner.
(4)Exercising custody, rule, keeping and charge of all prisoners in the County jail pending court action, the serving of sentences

to the County jail and their transportation to state correctional facilities or otherwise detained within the jail pursuant to law.
(5)Protecting the public by securely detaining individuals who present a danger to the community.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Correctional Services shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to
the Director of Public Safety for its operation.

C. The County Manager may, pursuant to the relevant portions of N.J.S.A. 30:8-20, N.J.S.A. 40:41A-27a and N.J.S.A. 40:41A-51b,
appoint the Director of the Division of Correctional Services for a term not to exceed two years. Such appointment for a term shall
not nullify or eliminate the authority of the County Manager to remove the Director of the Division of Correctional Services at any
time during the term, without cause, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:41A-51c. However, such removal shall be subject to the right of the
Director of the Division of Correctional Services to request a public hearing on such removal before the Board of Chosen
Freeholders in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:41A-87b. [Amended 12-19-1996 by Ord. No. 434]

§§ 1-130 through 1-131. (Reserved)

ARTICLE XIX, Department of Engineering, and Public Works & Facitilites
[Added 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; amended 4-14-1994 by Ord. No. 390; 6-26-1997 by Ord. No. 452; 12-11-1997 by Ord. No. 458;

6-25-1998 by Ord. No. 478; 7-22-1999 by Ord. No. 503; 6-20-2002 by Ord. No. 553]
§ 1-111. General purpose; departmental organization.
A. There shall be a Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities for the purpose of planning, constructing, repairing

and maintaining all property and infrastructure owned and operated by Union County.
B. Department head. The Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities shall be the head of the

Department and shall be responsible to the County Manager for the Department’s operation. The Director of the Department of

Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities may also be the director of a division within the Department Engineering and Public
Works.

C. The Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities shall include the following divisions:
(1) The Division of Public Works.
(2) The Division of Engineering.
(3)  The Division of Facilities Management

§ 1-112. Division of Public Works.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities, the Division

of Public Works’ functions and responsibilities shall include: road construction and maintenance, bridge maintenance and public
works, shade tree and conservation and mosquito control.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Public Works shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director
of the Department Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities for its operation. The Director of the Division of
Public Works may be the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities.

C. Division organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Roads and Bridges.
(b) Bureau of Shade Tree and Conservation.
(c) Bureau of Mosquito Control.
(d) Bureau of Inspections.
(e) Bureau of Heavy Equipment and Truck Repair

(7) The Bureau of Heavy Equipment and Truck Repair
(a) Having responsibility for performing repairs, maintenance and all service necessary to keep the County’s Heavy

Equipment and Truck in safe and readily usable condition.
§ 1-113. Division of Engineering.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities, the Division

of Engineering’s functions and responsibilities shall include:
B. Director of the Division of Engineering.

(1)Division head. The Director of the Division of Engineering shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the
Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities for its operation. The Director of the Division of
Engineering shall be a duly licensed professional engineer in the State of New Jersey. The Director of the Division of
Engineering may be the County Engineer.

§ 1-115.  Division of Facilities Mangement.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities, the Division

of Facilities Management’s functions and responsibilities shall include providing general building maintenance to all County
buildings, with the exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital, including the functions of stationary engineers, custodial
maintenance and general trades, construction management services, and printing and signage services.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Facilities Mangement shall be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to
the Director of the Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities for its operation.

ARTICLE I, Noncontractual Employees & Division and Department Heads
[Adopted 5-14-1987 as Res. No. 396-87]
§ 26-1. Adoption of benefit policy.
The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union does hereby adopt the following policy regarding benefits for all

noncontractural employees and division and department heads.
A. Additional benefits for noncontractual employees.

 (3) (a)  A policy for payment of authorized overtime worked under conditions set forth herein is hereby established and shall be
applicable to all noncontractual supervisory employees below the position of department head or division head in the following
departments and/or divisions:

[1]  Department of Engineering, and Public Works and Facilities;
[2]  Department of Parks, Recreation, and Facilities;
[3]  Division of Emergency Management (Department of Public Safety);
[4]  Division of Motor Vehicles (Department of Administrative Services);
[5]  Division of Hospital Maintenance (Department of Runnells Spec. Hospital).

Chapter 26, BENEFITS
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union 11-25-1986 as Res. No. 845-86]

ARTICLE V,  Retiree Health Insurance Benefits Package
[History: Adopted 11-25-1986 as Res. No. 845-86]
§ 26-8. Retiree subsidy.
A) Accidental Disability Pension Retiree

Subject to eligibility criteria and conditions set forth below, the County shall remove the existing cap on the retiree health benefits
for Accidental Disability Pension Retirees.  The eligibility criteria and conditions are as follows:

a. Eligibility is limited to individuals and their dependents who have retired from the County of Union on an Accidental Disability
Pension authorized by the New Jersey Division of Pension & Benefits under either the Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System or the Public Employees Retirement System.

b. The health benefit plan provided herein including co-pays and participant contribution  toward premium shall be the same as
the basic plan provided to active incumbent employees in any given year and is subject to amendment and change including
changing the service provider, at the County’s discretion.

c. Prescription benefits shall be provided in a manner deemed most cost effective by the County at any given time based on
existing market conditions and shall be subject to amendment and change including changing service provider, solely at the
County’s discretion.

d. At such time as the eligible retiree becomes Medicare eligible, the eligible retiree will assume the cost of any Medicare
Coverage; and it is expressly understood that the County will provide only supplemental coverage to Medicare.

e. In order to maintain and/or continue eligibility for the health benefits contained herein, Accidental Disability Pension Retirees
must:
i. Not receive payments or stipends of any kind for premiums, charges or the like for medical benefits coverage from any

employer, or receive payments or stipends in lieu of health benefits;
ii. Not be eligible to receive fully paid active employee or retiree health benefits from any other Union County health benefit

program or Collective Bargaining Agreement;
iii. Not receive health benefits coverage from a source other than Union County;
iv. Not be eligible to receive health benefits coverage from a source other than Union County expressly including eligibility

for such coverage from another employer or a spouse’s employer; and
v. Provide an annual certification to the County verifying a) through d) above.

B) Constitutional Officers, Department Directors and Division Heads
C) Consistent with the State of New Jersey’s policy and criteria for health benefits for state employees who have served twenty-five

years in the State pension system, the County shall remove the existing cap on the retiree health benefit subsidy to provide health
benefits consistent with the health benefits provided to state employees who have served twenty-five (25) years in the state
pension system, excluding Medicare premiums, for all individuals holding the position of Constitutional Officer, Department
Director or equivalent, or Division Head or equivalent at the time of retirement and who a) have retired on a disability pension; b)
retire on or after January 1, 2008 who  and have twenty-five (25) years or more of service in either the Police & Firemen’s Retirement
System or the Public Employees Retirement System with a minimum period of five (5) years of service with the County of Union
with no age limitation; or c) retire on or after January 1, 2008 and who have reached the age of 62 years or older with at least 15
years of service in either the Police & Firemen’s Retirement System or the Public Employees Retirement System with a minimum
period of five (5) years of service with the County of Union.If a Constitutional Officer’s, Department Director’s or equivalent or
Division Head’s or equivalent (hereafter employee) spouse is retired and has, in effect, benefits coverage for herself/himself and
employee for life, the employee may opt to participate in the Voluntary Health Benefit Buyout Program and for a family plan receive
a payment of $5,000.00 per annum, reduced to $2,500.00 per annum upon employee reaching Medicare eligibility; and for a single
plan receive a payment of $1,800.00 per annum which shall continue up to and beyond employee reaching Medicare
eligibility.Exclusionary Employees

There shall be provided a subsidy toward health benefits insurance premiums for all retirees who are exclusionary employees and
who have retired from and after January 1, 1986, said subsidy to be consistent with the subsidy schedule for retirees as negotiated with
Retirees Council No. 8 through the collective bargaining procedure.

Chapter 139, VEHICLES, COUNTY-OWNED

ARTICLE I, Assignment and Use Guidelines
[Adopted 9-11-1975 by Res. No. 806-75; amended 1-26-1978 by Res. No. 79-78]
B. The following plan will be implemented by the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles of the Division of Operations Department of

Administrative Services in accordance with the Administrative Code of the County of Union [Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515;
amended 6/20/02 by Ord. No. 553]:
(1)When an individual leaves the employment of Union County, the motor vehicle will not be automatically reissued to his/her

replacement; at that particular time, the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles will determine the merits of reassigning the vehicle.
(2)When an individual who is assigned a motor vehicle requests that his/her vehicle should be replaced, he/she must apply to

the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles for reconsideration of the assignment of the motor vehicle.
D. The entire motor pool management will be assigned to the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles of the Division of Operations

Department of Administrative Services in accordance with the Administrative Code of the County of Union (i.e., insurance, license
plates, maintenance, assignment of motor pool vehicles and replacement plan). [Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515; amended
6/20/02 by Ord. No. 553]

E. All presently issued and valid gasoline credit cards shall be immediately recalled by the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles and,
where approved, reissued with the specific license plate number embossed onto said gasoline credit card, for the purpose of
permitting examinations of charges thereon by license number and driver assigned and to prevent any abuses thereof. [Amended
9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]

F. Where determined by the Bureau Division of Motor Vehicles to be appropriate, economy cars will be utilized by the County of Union.
[Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]

G. This Board directs that, commencing on December 31, 1977, and continuing on a semiannual basis thereafter (June 30 and
December 31 each year), the County Manager shall submit a written and detailed report concerning the motor vehicles owned
by the County of Union. The County Manager may, in order to assist in preparing said report, request the Bureau Division of Motor
Vehicles to provide an overall evaluation of the vehicle fleet, its usage and recommendations for improvements to the present
system. [Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]
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Arboretum Announces 2nd
Annual Art in the Garden

SUMMIT – Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum, located at 165 Hobart Avenue in
Summit, will host its second annual Art
in the Garden fundraiser on Saturday,
June 7, from 6 to 10 p.m.

This cocktail reception and light buf-
fet will celebrate the opening of the
arboretum’s summer art exhibit, fea-
turing artwork displayed throughout
the arboretum’s historic gardens and in
the Wisner House.

There will be a honey tasting, silent
auction and a performance by the band
Lenox Underground. As part of the
evening’s events, the arboretum will
celebrate the return of a honeybee
colony to the grounds.

The bees are scheduled to return in
April, and at least one of the artist’s
works will be about bees and their

relationship to man and contemporary
society.

Jenny Lynn McNutt will present “Pre-
cise Breathing,” an exciting multime-
dia installation in the Wisner House
that will include bee-related elements
and an educational component.

Reeves-Reed Arboretum is the only
public garden and one of the largest
green spaces devoted to passive recre-
ation in the City of Summit.

It is a non-profit conservancy dedi-
cated to preserving the 13.5-acre his-
toric estate and gardens and promoting
environmental and horticultural educa-
tion for children and adults.

For more information, view reeves-
reedarboretum.org or contact the ex-
ecutive director, Mary Beth Cooney, at
(908) 273-8787, extension 17.

“BACK IN THE OLD FOLKY DAY”…Fanwood’s Kuran Center will host a folk
dance festival in mid-April. Dancers will perform authentic moves from multiple
European countries.

Folk Dancers to Perform
At FW’s Kuran Center

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts
Council invites the public to attend a
folk dance recital, with performances
by the Morristown Folk Dancers, in-
cluding five top area dance teachers,
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday,
April 11.

The recital will be held in the re-
cently restored and renovated Patricia
Kuran Arts Center, the historic 19th
century carriage house located on
Watson Road, off North Martine Av-
enue on the grounds of Fanwood
Borough Hall.

Featured dancers will include Steve
and Maria Beguin, Ping Chun,
Daphne and Hubert Conrad, Loretta
Holz, Judy Jonas, Elizabeth Konviser,
Alice Robin, and Susanna and Mort
Rich.

Dressed in a range of authentic

international costumes, the dancers
will perform authentic folk dances
from Bulgaria, Hungary, Israel,
Macedonia, Rumania and Scotland.

The Morristown Folk Dancers
group, with members ranging in age
from 25 to 95, will celebrate its 35th
anniversary this June, making it one
of the longest established folk dance
groups in the United States.

Following the performance, audi-
ence members are invited to learn
some simple dance steps and enjoy
participating in a few dances.

Admission is free for this celebra-
tion of dance from countries around
the world.

For information and directions to
the Patricia Kuran Arts Center, con-
tact (908) 889-7223 or (908) 889-
5298.

Occupational Center
Participants Create Art

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs present an exhibit of artistic
works created by participants in an
art class conducted by the Occupa-
tional Center of Union County.

The art exhibit is on display through
April 15, at the Freeholders Gallery
on the sixth floor of the Union County
Administration Building, located on
Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth.

The exhibit is open to the public
during office hours, Monday to Fri-
day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Art instruction at the Occupational
Center exposes participants to the
benefits of art appreciation and pro-
vides therapeutic experience that con-
ceiving artwork can offer. This is
especially true with those who have
psychiatric disabilities. The center
has presented these art experiences
since 2003, with great success.

This program is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands) grant
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

The program, administered
through the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, serves as a cata-
lyst to strengthen Union County’s
nonprofit organizations, artists and
scholars, enhancing their capacity
to provide innovative projects re-
lated to the arts, humanities and
history.

For further information about this
exhibit, contact the office at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth N.J., 07202; call
(908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org; N.J. relay us-
ers dial 711.

An art exhibit at the Freeholders Gal-
lery showcases art created in a class
conducted by the Occupational Center
of Union County.
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ALLEMAN LEADS FIELD, DOLIBER LEADS DISTANCE

Raider Boys Have Numbers,
‘Big Shoes’ to Fill in Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Successfully defending its
Watchung Conference Tournament
(WCT) and Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) titles will be a challenge
this year for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys track &
field team. The Raiders have good
numbers with 75 boys but the gradu-
ation of two super athletes will be a
difficult void to fill.

Featuring top-notched athletes in

the power events, hurdles and jumps,
the Raider boys won their fourth
straight WCT title and second straight
UCT title last year. Kyle Rowbotham
and Tom Pennella were very effective
workhorses in the hurdles and leap-
ing events but the workhorses have
gone to greener pastures at the colle-
giate ranks – University of Connecti-
cut and Penn State, respectively.

“We have some guys who can do
the job but anytime you lose two guys
of the level of Rowbotham and

Pennella it makes a big hole,” said
Raider boys Head Coach Rich
McGriff.

Seniors Shariff Scott and Mike
Chervenyak are expected to head the
hurdlers and 4x400 relay. Scott may
also compete in the long jump, along
with juniors Louvan Powell and An-
thony Taylor, and high jump with
Powell and senior Larry Dent. Scott
and Dent will also compete in the
triple jump.
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BERGO, TARLOW, HEROUX NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Track Boys Have
Strength in Several Areas

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Tri-Captains Adam Bergo,
Alex Tarlow and Brandon Heroux
have proven capabilities in their re-
spective events and will lead a
Westfield High School boys track &
field team that has good depth in
nearly every event. The Blue Devils
also have a veteran coaching group
that will prepare the team for the
regular-season meets and tourna-
ments.

“We have a very good coaching
group. We have been together for a lot
of years. The guys know the events
and they do a good job of getting the
guys ready for meets,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Jack Martin. “There are
a lot of things that are looking good
for us. After we get the (Spring) vaca-
tion out of the way, now we can
concentrate on the season ahead.”

Last spring, Bergo qualified for the
Meet of Champions (MOC) in the
high jump and triple jump, and fin-
ished fourth in the high jump with a
height of 6’4”, but his winter track
season was even more spectacular
when he cleared 6’8” to be the MOC
champion, then cleared the magical
7’0” at the Eastern States meet. He
also will be strong in the long jump as
well as the triple jump as will senior

Malcolm Allen.
“He is very versatile in the jumps

and a lot of it has to do with his
improved speed and commitment. He
motivates the kids to do well,” said
coach Martin.

Being the workhorse that he is,
Bergo can also be expected to com-
pete in the hurdles and sprints.

“Adam has picked up a lot of speed
this year. He was our fastest hurdler
last year. That’s a question mark right

now, the hurdles,” added Martin.
Juniors Ricardo Johnson and Todd

Saunders, however, will head a fine
sprinting corps, along with Allen and
Mike Matthews, who may also com-
pete in the high jump, as will junior
Jihaad Billups and senior Mike
Wikander.

“The tough part about having a
good sprint team in our conference is
that our conference is very fast.

SHALLCROSS, NETRAVALI, EISENBERG ARE CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Tennis Boys Aim
To Repeat as State Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The sky was the limit last year for
the Westfield High School boys ten-
nis team that soared through the sea-
son, winning every tournament, be-
fore touching the stratosphere by cap-
turing the Tournament of Champions
(TOC) to finish with a perfect 30-0
record and the No. 1 ranking in the
state. With six of the seven starters
returning this season and a host of
very talented boys waiting in the
wings, the sky continues to look blue.
Blue Devil blue that is!

“The guys who did not start last
year very well could have started and
are back. We have three very good
seniors, who, on any other year, would
be playing for me. Two sophomores,
who played on our JV team last year,
in other years, would have started.
We are deep. We are talented. We just
have to stay healthy,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner.

The Blue Devils displayed their
extraordinary depth last year by win-
ning the Bryan Bennett Tournament
at Delbarton without the services of
Kevin Shallcross (first singles) and

Ravi Netravali (second singles). The
Blue Devils defeated defending cham-
pion Millburn, 4-1, in the semifinals
and No. 2 Cherry Hill East, 3-2, in the
championship game.

Next, the Blue Devils, without
Shallcross, won four of the five flights
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TUNING UP ON THE SPRINTS…One group of the Blue Devil boys track team works on sprints during a practice in late
March. The Blue Devil boys have ability and depth in most of the events.

David B. Corbin (May 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADER OF THE RAIDER DISTANCE PACK…Raider Pat Doliber, left, may get stiff competition from Blue Devil Evan
Friedman, center, in the distance events. Doliber and Martin Sweeney are the leaders of the Raiders’ distance pack.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rachel Fritz was a girl for all sea-
sons. Unfortunately, many of those
seasons came before 1972, when Title
IX forced equal opportunity — in
sports, if not in real life — onto schools
and made sports available to girls where
they never had been before.

Fritz (WHS, ’70) was a bundle of
energy from the time she was a young-
ster growing up in Baton Rouge, La.
Trailing along behind two older broth-
ers, she couldn’t get enough sports.
And that didn’t change when Esso
(Standard Oil, i.e., S-O; now Exxon)
transferred her father up north and the
family moved to Westfield.

“I played softball there because my
brothers were playing baseball,” she
said. “And I also played basketball,
which in Baton Rouge was five-player
teams, full-court. I was very disap-
pointed when we moved to New Jersey
because they played six-person teams
and only half-court except for the rov-
ers. I thought that was very wimpy. I
always made sure I was one of the
rovers, so I didn’t have to remember to
stop at half-court!”

The Fritz kids were always actively
involved in sports. Bob (WHS ’68)
was on the state champion swim team,
Dave (’69) was on the tennis team,
while Joanne (’78) and Jim (’82) were
involved in other things, but were part
of the Fritz family’s yachting and ski-
ing trips. (A younger sister, Jennifer,
died of leukemia as a seventh-grader at
Roosevelt when Rachel was a WHS
sophomore.)

But it was Rachel who was – and
still is – the family’s athletic lynchpin.

“I played everything at Westfield.
What we had, in essence, were varsity
sports, they just weren’t called that,”
she said. “We had teams in volleyball,
basketball and field hockey that played
other schools, home and away. In high
school I was in the Leaders Club, on
the Girls Sports Council, and played
all the intramurals, like volleyball, soft-
ball, basketball, gymnastics and field
hockey.”

She was obviously very good at what
she was doing. At the 1970 WHS Boost-
ers Awards Dinner, Fritz was one of the
three booster scholarship recipients. The
other two were Frank Jackson and
Skeeter MacCloskey. “And I still have
the picture to prove it,” she said.

(The WHS girls tennis team’s roots
were formed during Fritz’s junior and
senior years. Anne Stuhler and Becky
Maddox beat Lisa Taylor and Penny
Meikeljohn in an all-WHS doubles
final at the 1969 New Jersey Athletic
Association of Girls tournament; the
following year, Taylor and Meikeljohn
won the NJAAG advanced doubles
and Barbara Deer and Lauren Van

Pre-Title IX Standout
Fritz Still Keeps Active

Devil of the Week
Will Return

Next Thursday

Leuven captured intermediate doubles;
in 1971, Ellen Magiero and Deer won
the doubles title at the state Interscho-
lastic Girls Tournament. The follow-
ing year, 1972, saw the first varsity
team, under coach Kathy Luckey.)

Mary Baldwin College in Staunton,
Va., was the next stop for Fritz, who
played intramurals and on the volley-
ball and basketball teams that played
other small colleges. After her fresh-
man year she married one of her pro-
fessors, had a baby and didn’t return to
college until a couple years later at the
University of Massachusetts, where
her husband was now working.

“The tennis coach at UMass wanted
me to play on the team, but I just didn’t
have time for that with my real life
going on,” she said.

So Fritz earned a BS in Recreation
and Sports Studies at UMass and then
started journeying west as her
husband’s jobs took them eventually
them to Portland, Ore.

“My husband was 12 years older
than me, and we divorced several years
ago,” Fritz said. “Now my partner is 12
years younger than me. It’s funny how
life works out.”

For the last 30 years, the efferves-
cent Fritz has been involved an assort-
ment of things: coaching high school
jayvee tennis, doing volunteer work
for the United States Tennis Associa-
tion, spending 10 years as the league
coordinator for the 80-team Greater
Portland Women’s Tennis League and,
of course, playing tennis.

“I retired from most of those jobs
about 10 years ago, when my sister
moved to Australia. I didn’t want them
to interfere with my world travels,”
said Fritz, who has been to the Austra-
lian Open, the U.S. Open and
Wimbledon, and is hopeful of one day
catching some live tennis action at the
French Open. “I’ve been to the sta-
dium, surrounded by all the
streetwalkers, but just not at the right
time.”

She is the proud mom of two grown
children: Jessica, a gymnast, swim-
mer, diver and track athlete in high
school who now lives and works in
Boston, and Marc. And she will be
hosting a family reunion today to cel-
ebrate her parents’ 60th wedding anni-
versary.

Fritz keeps up-to-date on the go-
ings-on back in Westfield by reading
The Leader online. In fact, it was while
reading a recent Devil’s Den online
that she saw the name of her classmate,
Marilyn Lange, the 1975 Playboy
magazine Playmate of the Year in a
Den Jeopardy quiz question.

“By the way, just how did you find
out about Marilyn being Playmate of

the Year?” Fritz said, jokingly I think.
“I think she was Mid-Winter Ball
queen, too. Anyhow, it’s been fun but
I’ve got to go. I’m off to play some
tennis.”

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
Fame rides the rim of a wheel –

whoever’s on top one day is on the
bottom the next.

TENNIS, GOLF UPDATES
Some of the best tennis that will be

seen all spring has been going on the
last week or two at Tamaques Park,
where WHS coach George Kapner has
been holding challenge matches. Four-
year veterans Kevin Shallcross and
Ravi Netravali return for their third
seasons at No. 1 and 2 singles, though
that could flip-flop during the season.
But the real battle has been at third
singles, where incumbent James Chu
is battling with Greg Luppescu, Dean
Thompson and Justin Snyder and
they’re taking turns beating each other.

John Turnbull has coached some
outstanding players since becoming
WHS golf coach in 1999, and he says
freshman Sean Elliott ranks at the top
of the list already, right there with Ron
Kashlak, Brent Bramnick, Ryan
Shallcross, Jimmy Arbes, and current
senior captains Dan Liebowitz and
Nick LiVolsi. Junior Dave Pusar rounds
out a very good first four.

AT THE MOVIES
The movie “Leatherheads” opens

up tomorrow, starring George Clooney.
It’s about professional football in the
1920s, when it was more an after-

thought than the multi-billion dollar
conglomerate of today. One of the
“bit” players in the movie is former
WHS football halfback and wrestler
Tommy Del Duca (’05), who plays a
two-way tackle and wears a muddy
No. 10 for the Chicago team.

NOBODY ASKED, BUT …
The WHS girls swim team ended up

No. 2 in the final Star Ledger Top 20.
Know this: 5 or 10 years from now,
when (fill in the blank) comes up with
a great team and people start compar-
ing them with the best girls teams ever
in New Jersey, they will be compared
to the 2008 WHS team, with its 4,809
power points, and not the 2008 Im-
maculate Heart team that was ranked
No. 1.

And please, do not get me started on
who should have been the Girls Coach
of the Year, or what boys team should
have been ranked No. 2! But, bottom
line, swimming awesomely and win-
ning two state championships is what
matters the most.

DID YOU KNOW?
WHS has won 24 district wrestling

team championships, but none since
1994. (Note: With so many talented
returning veterans, some outstanding
incoming freshmen and maybe one or
two former wrestlers returning to the
lineup, that should end next winter.)

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

REAPING THE AWARD…Rachel Fritz, center, at the 1970 Westfield Boosters
All-Sports Dinner with, from left, guest speaker Doc Counsilman (Indiana swim
coach), Skeeter MacCloskey, Frank Jackson and WHS Booster president Bob
Brewster.

Raider Boys Have Numbers,
‘Big Shoes’ to Fill in Track

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“Our high jumpers are an experi-
enced group and our long jump, we
have raw talent,” said McGriff. “We
have depth in certain spots. In the
areas like the hurdles and jumps, we
have some kids who have a lot of
potential. That comes down to our job
as coaches. We have to coach those
guys.”

Chervenyak will toss the javelin
with junior Matt McQuoid. Sprinters
may include juniors Ken Azard, Adam
Cook and Kevin Spaeth, and sopho-
more Matt Alfano. They will also be
in the mix in the 4x400 relay. Senior
Jesse Marvosa and junior Alex Carow
will be the pole vaulters.

A huge cluster of points will be
gathered in the shot put and discus.
Senior Mike Alleman, last year’s state
champ in the shot put, also will reap
many team points in the discus. Se-
nior Jason Boff, who also heaves the
discus, and McQuoid will be shoving
the metal orb.

“Obviously Mike is one of the best
throwers in the country, so he will
score big points. Most of the time he
will give us first place and with Boff
and McQuoid behind him, we will
get some depth,” said McGriff.

Senior Pat Doliber (WCT 2-mile

champ) and junior Martin Sweeney,
along with Mike Ragan and Dan
Sapienza will head the group of tal-
ented middle- and long-distance run-
ners.

“They are a very strong bunch and
an experienced group. They realized,
in our conference and in our county,
that we are not going to out-sprint
Irvington, we are not going to out-
sprint Union, so we depend on those
guys to give us big points. We know
they are going to come through. They
come through time and time again.
That’s the nature of those guys, their
character and their dedication,” said
McGriff. “Doliber is a great runner.
He’s a coachable kid and he shows a
lot of leadership.”

This year, Sweeney made great
strides. “He had a solid cross-country
season and parlayed that into a pretty
successful winter season. He got his
1,600 time down. With that, his con-
fidence improved,” said coach Jeff
Koegel. “He’s going to score a lot of
points for us.”

“Our goal is to be as successful as
possible. We still have to go out there
and compete for the conference, com-
pete for the counties and compete for
the sectionals,” said coach McGriff.

Blue Devils Gear Up
For Strong Golf Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Co-Captains Dan Liebowitz
and Nick Livolsi will be looking to
lead the Westfield High School golf
team back to the top rung at the
Watchung Conference Tournament
(WCT) and Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) this season. Repeating
as the sectional tournament cham-
pion is also in sight.

Presently, both titles (WCT and
UCT) are owned by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, who dethroned the
Blue Devils, who held the UCT title
four of the previous five years. Last
year, Liebowitz, who finished ranked
in the top-15 in the state, placed in a
three-way tie for second at the UCT
but after a playoff slipped to third.
Livolsi was an All-Area and All-
Group 4 pick last year.

The Blue Devils finished with a 12-
3 record and were ranked in The Star-
Ledger top-20 and No. 1 in the Cou-
rier News. In addition to being second
in the WCT, second in the UCT and
first in the Sections, the Blue Devils

were second overall in Group 4.
As of March 25, the tryouts for the

other varsity positions have yet to be
concluded; however, returning vet-
eran, junior Dave Pusar, is expected
to be an asset and several newcomers
are looking very promising. Fresh-
men Sean Elliot and Brandon Molson,
along with sophomores Kevin
Russell, Dave Athenson and Mike
Fietkiewicz could contribute some
punch.

“We still have not finished tryouts
due to Spring break,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach John Turnbull. The final
tryout date, when the final varsity
team will be decided, has been set for
March 31, just one day before the
home opener with Summit.

“We will be a very solid team in the
state and should have the opportunity
to reclaim the Watchung Conference
and Union County titles,” said coach
Turnbull, who is looking forward to
the annual Blue Devil Invitational,
which features several of the state’s
top teams, on Monday, April 14, at
Echo Lake Country Club.
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Devil Net Boys Aim to Repeat as State Champs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

and placed second in the other en route
to their third straight Union County
Tournament crown. Then, with
Shallcross, the Blue Devils won their
first Newark Academy Invitational
crown. The Blue Devils blanked
Bridgewater-Raritan, 5-0, for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 title, beat
No. 3 West Windsor-Plainsboro for
the Group 4 title and smoked No. 8
Newark Academy, 4-1, to win the TOC.

Shallcross, Netravali and James Chu
were the 1-2-3 singles players, respec-
tively, last year but the competition for
those spots this season is quite fierce.
Seniors Shallcross, Netravali and Evan
Eisenberg, a county champion his
sophomore year, have been selected
team captains. With 13 very talented
boys, the challenge matches for the
varsity spots had yet to be determined,
as of March 27. But there has been a bit
of a dilemma.

“Kevin is coming off a three-month
hiatus because of tendonitis, so it will
take a little while to get him going.
Ravi has beaten everybody he’s played.
James has beaten everybody he’s
played and he is playing Greg
(Luppescu), who has one loss,” said
Kapner. “We have six guys in the mix.
Kevin, Ravi, James! They have been
my 1-2-3 for two years. Greg (19-2
record last year) is playing very, very
well. Justin Snyder has lost two. Greg
has lost to Dean (Thompson). Justin
beat Dean but lost to James. Greg and
James are playing each other today, so
one of them will have a loss.”

The three losers of the singles com-

petition will shift to the doubles and
join Graeme Stahl. Last year, Th-
ompson was a part of the first doubles
team that finished with a 31-1 record.
Stahl and Snyder finished 22-2 at
second doubles.

“There is one specific way if singles
comes out, we will have a set team
and there will be two set doubles
teams. If any other singles alignment
shows itself, we will come up with a
first doubles team and rotate three
guys at second doubles awhile until
we decide,” Kapner explained.

The stiff competition, however, has
taken its toll.

“This is my least favorite time of
the year because I have to watch my
guys beat up on my own guys,” said
Kapner. “When that is done, we will
be able to put a very quality team on
the courts.”

The remaining Blue Devils finished
with impressive varsity records. Matt
Grallo, Jared Greene and Melvin Diep
each finished 7-0 and Eisenberg fin-
ished 10-0. And the entire team has
one major goal in sight.

“The season tournaments are a way
to get ready for the goal. As far as our
season goes, our focus is repeating
the state championship,” said Kapner.

COLINERI LEADS ‘D’, MAHONEY CONTROLS MOUND

Softball Raiders Expected To
Pick Up Where They Left Off

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With only one starter having gradu-
ated, this season the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team
stands a fine chance of improving
upon last year’s 17-8 record.

“We do have nine returning, so we
should be picking up where we left
off last year,” said Raider Head Coach
Kelly Covert. “We had our first scrim-
mage last week and we played really
well. We were hitting. We were run-
ning well. A couple of mistakes we
have to fix on the bases.”

Last year, the Raiders notched an
impressive come-from-behind, 5-4
victory over a very tough Union team
that strutted into Scotch Plains with a
13-3 record. Another impressive vic-
tory came when the fifth-seeded Raid-
ers knocked off the fourth-seeded 18-
7 Cranford Cougars, 5-1, in the first
round of the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 tournament at Adams Field
in Cranford.

Even with that fine season last year,
team captain/shortstop Nicole
Colineri, now a senior, was sidelined
the entire season due to an injury and
the Raiders were forced to rearrange
their infield to adapt. Colineri will
provide solid defense at shortstop and
is expected to be hitting in the No. 2
spot. Junior Saxony Nielsen, who

played well at short last year, will
shift to third base and possibly bat in
the No. 6 spot.

“Saxony did a great job there. She
is a great athlete and she will be able
to cover some of the areas we
struggled with,” said Covert. “Nicole
is a great athlete, a great person.
‘Where do you need me,’ is all she
asks. She has that attitude that other
players pick up on.”

Junior leftfielder Katie Cornacchia,
who whacked a two-run homer, and
senior Stephanie Goines, who
doubled in the winning run in the
bottom of the seventh inning to give
the Raiders the victory over Union,
are expected to hit in the No. 3 and 4
spots, respectively. Goines doubled
off top of fence to get the Raiders’
offense rolling in the win over
Cranford.

“Stephanie is right up there with
Nicole. She plays her position well
and she hits well. She pulls it out
when she has to. You know you can
depend on her,” said Covert.

Junior leadoff hitter Kelly
Cianciotta, a rangy centerfielder, can
make things happen once she strides
to the plate. In the victories over
Union and Cranford, she made the
defenses nervous with her aggressive
base running.

“We expect her to get on base

whether it’s bunting or hitting. Any-
way she can, when she gets on base
she has speed. Whether it’s a steal or
delayed steal, you are almost guaran-
teed a run because of the people who
are coming up after her,” said Covert.

Senior pitcher Brianne Mahoney,
who will bat in the No. 8 spot, is
expected to make things not happen,
that is as far as the opposing teams are
concerned.

“She’s doing really well. Once she
gets up on that mound, she just throws.
She has a presence on the mound. She
and (catcher Nikki) Mineo work well
together. Mineo is calling the pitches
this year. That is going to be our
engine. We should make it far this
year,” said Covert.

The dangerously pull-hitting
Mineo, a junior who will bat in the
No. 5 spot, can also provide some
thunder with the metal stick.

“She has just solid hits and they are
fast. They fly off the bat to left. When
she straightens that out, we can get
her on the bases and clean up,” said
Covert.

Senior Rachel Parker will play right
field and bat in the No. 9 spot. Juniors
Danielle Sette, Camilla Bach,
Michelle Vena, Alison Hagan and Kris
Kalkstein are also in the mix for vari-
ous positions.

The only vacated spot that needed
to be filled was that left by four-year
starting first baseman Jillian Lusk.

“Jillian’s first year was my first
year. But we have Katherine Dinizo.
She’s younger but she is stepping it
up,” said Covert.

Dinizo, a sophomore, is expected
to bat seventh in the order.

The Raiders will open with
Bridgewater-Raritan on Saturday,
April 5.

Batting orders and positions may
change as the season progresses.

All-Union County
Wrestling Selections:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School seniors Trevor Cannon (152-
lbs) and heavyweight Joe Blaes made
the All-Union County (UC) First
Team. Westfield’s John Barnes (125-
lbs) and Christian Barber (130-lbs)
made the All-UC Second Team, along
with Raider Billy Jacobs (189-lbs).
Blue Devil heavyweight Joe Kania
and Raiders Tristan Bundy (119-lbs),
Mike Ferrara (140-lbs), Mike Ridge
(145-lbs) and Joe Sebolao (171-lbs)
made the All-UC Third Team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TENNIS TRI-CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: seniors Evan Eisenberg, Ravi Netravali and Kevin
Shallcross. The Blue Devils are looking to repeat as the No. 1 team in New Jersey.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK IN ACTION…Blue Devil Kevin Shallcross gets back into action after
recovering from an injury.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRING THE BALL…Raider senior Brianne Mahoney works on her pitches
during an indoor practice in mid March.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/6  1-5PM $759,900
Spacious well-maintained custom ranch with very large room featuring 4 bedrooms, 3 full
and 1 half baths, large updated eat-in-kitchen, formal dining room, Florida room and den.
Full finished basement with a family room, exercise room, walk-in cedar closet, storage, etc.
Numerous updates and amenities. 2 car attached garage. Home shows pride of ownership in
every detail.  DIRECTIONS: Boulevard to Caufield to Manchester.  MLS # 2492843

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,569,000

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $949,900MOUNTAINSIDE RAISED RANCH $810,000

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
with Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  FW: MLS # 2488244

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

This distinctive home reflects the sellers special attention to detail and outstanding quality
throughout. This very special 4 bedroom home features radiant heated floors on the first
level, custom cabinetry in the kitchen, formal dining room with a view of the beautiful tree-
lined property, gracious living room with fireplace, cozy den with wood burning fireplace.
Master bedroom with full bath, laundry room, wall to wall closet space throughout, an
expansive family room. All this just moments from the picturesque Watchung Reservation
and the Trailside Nature Center. Close to major highways, transportation to NYC, shopping
and the finest dining that this wonderful community has to offer.  MLS #2501951

CRANFORD SPLIT LEVEL $474,500
Expanded Split Level with new eat-in-kitchen, spacious living room, formal dining room,
family room, four bedrooms, two full baths plus commode in laundry room. Refinished
hardwood floors. Paver patio. Private Master bedroom addition with full bath adjacent to
dining room with access to patio.  MLS # 2496698

Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area builder Michael
Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling heights (1st floor) and open,
spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac neighborhood of newer houses, this home
features a welcoming front porch and gracious two story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a
center island, stainless steel appliances, granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family
room with a cathedral ceiling and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan. Magnificent
master bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool tub, stall shower and double
vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional Bedrooms and a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to
a private backyard with paver patio. A two car attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this
home.  MLS # 2486680

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $725,000
A perfect setting is just the beginning of what makes this home special. The ideal floor plan
allows fabulous flow for entertainment and family fun. The marble foyer of this Center Hall
Colonial welcomes you into a stately living room, formal dining room, and family room with
a brick wall fireplace. The eat-in-kitchen recently updated overlooks a wonderful covered
porch and deck and flows onto an acre backyard property. Four bedrooms with a master
private bath, 2 1/2 baths total, 2 car garage and finished basement complete this terrific
home.  MLS # 2485192

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Blue Devil Track Boys Have
Strength in Several Areas

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Ricardo was second in the county and
Todd Saunders ran a fast 55 in the
winter, so we should be looking pretty
good,” said Martin.

The middle distance events will
pack a lot of meat on the Blue Devils’
team totals with seniors Tarlow (800,
1,600) and Evan Friedman (1,600,
3,200), sophomore Pat Gray (400,
800) and several additional highly
improved athletes. Tarlow qualified
for the MOC in the 800 last year.

“Pat ran 1:59 on a relay last year, so
he’s definitely looking promising and
he has good 400 speed. We have
Tarlow, Friedman, Josh Einbinder and
Andrew Flood who are solid. And we
have a lot of other kids who are knock-
ing on the door,” said coach Martin.

Sophomore Ryan Scrudato and
freshman Andrew Kirna could also
be knocking on the door. Senior Craig
Cognetti is expected to head the In-
termediate Hurdles and compete in
the 400.

The javelin corps is headed by
Heroux, the reigning county champ
who placed 10th at the MOC,
Wikander and Gray will add depth.

“Mike was one of the top in the
state. Mike was solid and so is Patrick
Gray,” noted Martin.

Aside from senior John DiIorio,
the shot put and discus events are a
little thin in personnel and the Blue
Devils have graduated their best pole
vaulters, but juniors Danny
Markowski and Tim Woods, and
sophomore Sean O’Connor have
shown promise.

“Anything can happen in the pole
vault. Danny and Tim (competed) in
the wintertime. Sometimes wintertime
is difficult because you don’t have the
consistency of jumping. You may not
jump for two or three weeks. Now,

with consistent jumping, it should
make a difference,” said Martin.

The Blue Devils expected to be
tested in their opener against Irvington
on April 1 at Gary Kehler Stadium
then it will be off to the Kearny Re-
lays this Saturday, April 5.

“We are optimistic. Hopefully we
can stay healthy and have fun,” Mar-
tin commented.

Blue Devil Bergo Selected
Track First Team All-State

Westfield High School senior Adam
Bergo has been selected First-Team
All-State in boys winter track & field
by The Star-Ledger. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s Mike Alleman (shot put)
and Union Catholic’s Garrett Ellis
(400 meters) made the All-State Sec-
ond Team.

Bergo, who was also All-Group 4
First Team, was named Union County
(UC) Athlete of the Year. He took
first in the high jump at the Meet of
Champions with a leap of 6’8” then
cleared 7’0” at the Eastern States.
Alleman, who was also Second Team
All-Group 3, was selected UC
Thrower of the Year and had the
fourth-best throw in the nation dur-
ing the winter season at 63’8.5”.
Union Catholic, under the guidance
of head coach Mike McCabe, was
named UC Team of the Year.

Raider senior Carlaya Jones, se-

lected Third Team All-Group 3, was
named UC Thrower of the year. Jones
had a toss of 40’2” to place sixth in the
shot put at the Meet of Champions.

ALL-UC FIRST TEAM BOYS:
800: Alex Tarlow (Westfield)
1600: DJ Thornton (Union Cath)
High Jump: Bergo (Westfield)
Shot Put: Alleman (SPF)
4x400: Union Catholic

ALL-UC SECOND TEAM:
400: Mike Suarez (Union Cath)
1600: Evan Friedman (Westfield)
Shot Put: Charles Eke (Union Cath)

ALL-UC THIRD TEAM:
800: Dan daCosta (Union Cath)
1600: Martin Sweeney (SPF)
3200: Pat Doliber (SPF)
High Jump: Obinna Nwafor (U. Cath)

ALL-UC FIRST TEAM GIRLS:
High Jump: Tiara Brown (U. Cath)
Shot Put: Carlaya Jones (SPF)
4x400: Union Catholic

ALL-UC THIRD TEAM:
400: Tess Lowe (Union Cath)
1600: Brittney Veeck (SPF)
Shot Put: Erin Rossi (SPF)
Pole Vault: Claire Stevens-Haas (W)

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times

April 13, 1999: The Raider girls
defeated the Blue Devils, 64-56, at
Gary Kehler Stadium. Raider Stacy
Bushinger won the 200-meters and
recorded a personal-best time to win
the 100-meters. Teammate Jill
Koscielecki won the 400 and Erin
Kelly finished first in the 800 meters
and 1,600 meters.

April 1, 1999: Senior Luke
Mistretta pitched a five-hitter, struck
out five and walked five and Lamont
Turner bashed a triple, a double and a
single, while driving in two runs, as
the Blue Devil baseball team stopped
the Raiders, 9-3, in Scotch Plains.

April 8, 2000: Katie Feighner,
Christina Hillman and Ruth Rohrer
each came away with two of the
Raider girls three first-place medals
and the Raider boys added another,
while Susan Hinds and Heather Den-
nis were involved in two of the Blue
Devil girls first-place medals at the
Summit Track and Field Relays at
Tatlock Field. Blue Devil Rachel
Ackerman set a new meet record in
the grueling 3,200-meter event with
a time of 12:15.7. Hinds (15’4.5”)
and Dennis (15’8”) won the team

long jump with a total of 31’0.5”.
Later, they teamed with Alexis
Anzelone and Maura McMahon to
win the 4x400 in 4:16.3. Feighner
and Ruhrer won the team discus with
a total distance of 203’11”, then they
teamed with Hillman to capture first
in the shot put with a total distance
of 96’2.75”. Hillman and Alyssa
Sams then paired to win the team
high jump with a height of 9’6”.
Raiders Nathan Jones, Jamil Coles,
Ray Williams and Nick Klastava
dusted the field in the sprint medley
relay with a time of 3:39.7.

April 2, 2001: The Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team out-
flicked A.L. Johnson, 13-11, in Clark
on opening day. Blue Devil Chris
Dodge fired in four goals and Brad
Gillin netted two of his own and
abetted on three. Matt Poskay ripped
in six goals and added two assists for
the Crusaders.

April 3, 2002: The Westfield High
School girls’ lacrosse team won its
season opener by bouncing Blair,
13-8, in Westfield. Senior center
Morgan Lang netted seven goals. Ali
Pino and Ashley Kent (one assist)
each fired in two goals and goalie
Julie Vanarelli made six saves.

CHAMPIONS OF ARIZONA TOURNAMENT…The U17 FC Arsenal com-
peted in the Sereno College Showcase in Scottsdale, AZ and finished in first place
with a 3-0-1 record against premier teams from Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico,
Texas and Canada. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Greg Hyman, Vlad
Bouchouev, Brendan McEvoy, Mike Forgash, Pat Tresnan and Kevin Murphy;
back row, Scott Boyer, Peter Lordan, Cam Kramer, Jervis Witherspoon, Tom
McManus, Chris Marino, Andy Flood, Coach Graham Hickson, Andrew Yearick,
Ethan Zausner and Matt Karnofsky.

Area Students Named
TCNJ Scholar/Athletes

EWING – The College of New
Jersey’s department of athletics will
recognize a record 157 student-ath-
letes, who attained a 3.3 or above
grade point average, on Sunday, April
13, at the 21st Annual Scholar-Ath-
lete Luncheon in the Brower Student
Center. In addition, another 105 stu-
dent-athletes attained a 3.0-3.29 grade
point average this past year.

Klimowicz was also named to the
2007-08 State Farm Coaches’ All-
America Team Honorable Mentions
for NCAA Division III.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD:
Marc Fabiano So. Health & Exercise
Science Football, Colin Weber So. In-
terdisciplinary Business Football,
Hillary Klimowicz Jr. Psychology
Women’s Basketball, Tayler Cianciotta
Jr. Early Childhood Ed./Sociology Soft-
ball, Christine Marino Sr. Elem. Educa-
tion/Sociology Women’s Swimming

WESTFIELD:
Josh Schoenfeld Sr. Biology Men’s
Swimming, Lauren Musacchia Sr. Com-
munication Studies Softball

Westfield High School senior John
Dugan has committed to play foot-
ball at Iona College in New Rochelle,
NY next fall. A captain and three-
year starter on the Westfield High
Blue Devils, Dugan has earned a num-
ber of accolades for his play.

Dugan was named to the First Team
All Watchung Conference, First Team
All Union County by The Star-Led-
ger, First Team All Area by the Cou-
rier News and Second team All State
Group IV. He was also selected as the
Courier News Player of the Week in
Westfield’s win over Elizabeth snap-
ping a 27-year losing streak to the
Minutemen. Dugan was also named
Defensive MVP for the Blue Devils

and was recently selected to play in
the annual Snapple Bowl on July 17,
which is an All-Star game between
Middlesex and Union Counties.

Boys, Girls Basketball
All-Group, UC List:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Bryan Dougher has
been selected to The Star-Ledger All-
Group 3 First Team in boys basket-
ball and teammate Danny DeCataldo
made the All-Group 3 Third Team.
Westfield High School senior Erin
Miller was named to the All-Group 4
Third Team in girls basketball, while
Raider Kaylin Jaichon was named to
the All-Group 3 Second Team.

Miller (All-Union County [UC]
First Team) was also named UC Girls
“Player of the Year”, the Blue Devil
girls were named UC “Team of the
Year” and head coach Joe Marino
was named UC “Coach of the Year”.
Jaichon (All-UC Second Team) was
named UC “Most Improved Player.
Blue Devil Tara Handza was selected
to the All-UC Third Team.

John Dugan

David B. Corbin (June 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Senior Adam Bergo hopes to surpass 7’ at the MOC this season

David B. Corbin (November 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STANDOUT ON DEFENSE…John Dugan, No. 80, was a standout on defense for
the Blue Devil football team.

John Dugan Selects Iona College for Football
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DRISCOLL, SCHAAF, BRACHMAN NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Track Girls Have
Enthusiasm and Work Ethic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls track
& field Head Coach Jen Buccino has
been in the process of determining
what would be a good mix of the large
number of freshmen and sophomores
with her veteran senior girls. There
are plenty of vacancies to fill but
there is good senior leadership to
guide the underclassmen in the proper
direction.

“Things are going to be really
good. We have a very young team.
We have 27 freshmen and 40 sopho-
mores. The good news is a lot of
them did winter track, so they are
coming in with at least a little knowl-
edge. We are strong with our senior
class, with almost 20 seniors, and
this winter they really made it their
business to have this be their best
season ever. A lot of them are run-
ning amazingly well so I think that’s
going to help set the tone for younger
kids,” said coach Buccino.

Several strong athletes, including
Ayn Wisler (middle distance), Kim
Legones (long distance) and Erica
Ammermuller (sprints, jumps) were
lost to graduation.

“We have a lot of events to refill.
We are having a lot of kids trying

many events and it has been paying
off. They have been receptive. We
have a lot more kids trying the jumps
than we’ve had in the past,” Buccino
pointed out.

Senior tri-captains Tessa Schaaf,
Rose Driscoll and Lauren Brachman
will be strong in their respective
events. Driscoll will be particularly
strong in the 800 and 1,600.

“She had an amazing indoor sea-
son, so I am expecting a lot this sea-
son. She wants to go out with a bright
season as a senior,” said Buccino.

The multi-talented Schaaf has been
strong in the jumps, intermediate
hurdles and middle distances.

“She stepped up to the 800 this year
and had one of our fastest times.
She’s very strong, very ready, very
excited, said Buccino.

Brachman has experience in the
field events.

“The javelin is her event but she is
very knowledgeable in the other
events, so she has been very helpful
to our new coach John Preston, work-
ing with the field people,” said
Buccino. “That brings a lot of new
stuff to the table in that department.”

Seniors Danielle Bercovicz and
Brittany VanSickle will head the dis-
cus and shot put, respectively.

Once again, the Blue Devils are
very deep in the distance events.
Juniors Aileen and Bridget Grogan,
Shannon Murray, Melissa Schulman
and Alli Lowenstein, sophomores
Lisa Nehring, Megan Pulliam and
Becky Castaldo, and Driscoll will
lead a pack of 36 girls.

“We have some strength there and
Shannon Murray ran faster indoor
than she did last spring. They trained
hard over the winter. Not to say that
we don’t have competition because
we really do. Union County has got-
ten a lot stronger in the past few
years,” noted Buccino.

Seniors Christie Ricci, Schaaf and
Christina Obiajulu have done well in
the high jump and are training five
underclassmen to fill their shoes when
they graduate. Sophomores Sarah
Nelson and Kelly Irving have been
testing to see if the shoes fit.

“We will have big shoes to fill after
this season. They were three strong
four-year high jumpers,” said coach
Buccino.

Sophomore Claire Stevens-Haas,
who has cleared a WHS record 10
feet in the pole vault, has branched
out to compete in the long jump, 110-
hurdles and triple jump, along with
Irving, freshman Ashley Edwards and
junior Amanda Garfinkel, the only
returning long jumper.

“Amanda is working very hard at
improving. She was one of our top
ones last year, so I am expecting good
stuff from her,” said Buccino.

Senior Cat Cognetti, Schaaf and
Obiajulu will compete in the 800
and 400, along with Edwards and
Irving, who also run the 100 and 200
meters with Harris and freshman
Alex Hawkins.

“Kelly Irving is standing out right
now and Ashley Edwards set the
indoor (WHS) 200-meter record this
winter. Kelly and Ashley teamed up
(sophomore) Emily (J) Harris as part
of the 4x200 that also set our school
record this winter. We will be a little
stronger in the sprints,” said Buccino.

Junior Katherine Payne and fresh-
man Sirena VanEpp have been mak-
ing strides in the 110-hurdles.

“We are young and developing but
we have the potential. The beauty of
our team, with the numbers, is that
we have a lot of kids, so we can bring
fresh legs in. Sometimes that works
but, at least, we have that to fall back
on, which other teams don’t have.
Half the battle is enthusiasm, excite-
ment and work ethic and I think we
have all that working for us right
now,” said coach Buccino.

WESTFIELD

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY APRIL 6th, 1-4pm
SPECIAL SPRING PRICING!

Priced from $569,000
Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with con-
trol valves by Jado,Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36" Viking
or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops or
ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.

Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555

ZAFFUTO, BENNETT, IANNAZZZONE NAMED CAPTS.

Blue Devil Lax Girls Will Be
‘More Balanced’ Offensively

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience, team workmanship and
an aggressive offensive may be the
ingredients for the Westfield High
School girls’ lacrosse team to obtain
more success this season than last.
The Blue Devils are returning a host
of experienced veterans.

Last year, Westfield finished with a
9-9 record. This year’s team, accord-
ing to second-year Head Coach
Caroline Doyle appears to have lots
more of team cohesion.

“What was really great
last year was that we fin-
ished the year strong
against a team that we
started the year losing to
by quite a few goals. How-
ever, in the last game we
played against them, it be-
came a one-point differ-
ence in the final seconds,”
said Coach Doyle, who
added that her goal would
be, “to see the drastic im-
provements from the be-
ginning to the end of the
season, in how they work
as a cohesive team, how
they help one another and
communicate, which in
turn will translate into
wins. I think even the play-
ers, who are new to the
team, have a lot of experi-
ence. Everyone is pretty
enthusiastic and seem to
be team players.”

Tri-Captains Michelle Zaffuto,
Claire Bennett and Rachel Iannazzone
will look to bring that enthusiasm to
the surface.

“With the help of assistant coach
Brendan Hickey, we’re building more
on team strategy rather than indi-
vidual tactical skills,” said Doyle.
“Our attackers will act more like a
unit and be more effective. They have
very strong stick skills, so we’re fo-
cusing more on working together as a
team and certainly involving more
strategy in our attack and defense.”

Considering the stiff competition
that the Blue Devils will face, Coach
Doyle said, “I played on the Hun’s
school in high school, so I did play
against teams like that. But I think
this years’ team is much better than
my team was (last year), so I believe
they’ll do really well.”

The Blue Devils offensive strategy
will be a coordinated attack that fo-
cuses on space creation and running
down the field with a well-executed
set of plays. A strong and furious
offensive punch will come from
Lauren Brunhofer and Iannazzone,
along with Bennett, who brings mo-
mentum up the field.

“This entire team is very aggres-
sive and very offensively minded.
They work well together and move
the ball very well. They’re also great
in pulling it out, settling it and com-
municating. With the experience some
of these girls [have] and a combina-
tion of the younger players like a
Julia Conroy, who has a very strong
presence up front and has scored a lot
for us. I don’t think that there is one
specific player who is really going to
take the leadership role. They’re work-
ing towards working as a unit this

year,” said Doyle.
Four-year starting goalie, Zaffuto,

will help the Blue Devils become a
cohesive force on defense. “She’s phe-
nomenal, she’s great and I see her
being more of a formal type leader on
the field and doing well with that
role,” said Coach Doyle.

Along with Zaffuto, Annie
DePalmer will help the defense to
come into it’s own.

“She vocalizes to the defense as to
what she’s seeing back there, so just

like the attack, the defense is working
on being a coordinated unit, being
aware to where they are on the field
and making sure that there isn’t some-
one left to run through the middle and
not get picked up,” said Coach Doyle.
“Again, I don’t think it’s one player,
it’s all of them working together.
Having won our two pre-season
games, I believe we’re starting out on
a positive note. The bottom line is
that you always want to win as many
games as you can.”

Reading is Good For You
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOPING TO FILL THE SHOES IN THE HIGH JUMP…Blue Devil sophomore Sarah Nelson, right, discusses her
technique on the high jump with senior Christie Ricci.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXCITED TO MAKE A STATEMENT…Providing a strong and furious Blue Devil lacrosse
punch this season are, left to right, Tri-captain Claire Bennett, Westfield Head Coach Caroline
Doyle, Tri-captains Rachel Iannazzone and goalkeeper Michelle Zaffuto.

SPF Raiders to Return
Solid Group of Golfers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite graduating two fine ath-
letes, Colin Campbell and Mike
Mueller, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School golf team will have a
“pretty solid team,” according to Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

Presently, seniors Brian Pak, Matt
Plagge and John DeMaio are the No.
1-2-3 golfers on the varsity. Senior
Scott Stefanik and juniors Austin
Pfundheller, Steve Pak, Colin Grimm
and Kyle Brennan will alternate in
the 4-5-6 spots.

“We don’t have a great team but we
are solid,” said coach Ciccotelli, “and
Brian is one of the better (golfers)
around.”

Last year at the Union County Tour-
nament, Brian Pak got a great jump
firing a 36 on the front nine, giving
him a six-stroke lead over his nearest
competitors, then he maintained a 41
on the back nine to finish with a five-
over-par 77 to win the individual title.

Plagge (42-44) tied for eighth with an
86 and the Raiders won the team title
at the 6,554-yard course at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. The Raid-
ers, who last won the title in 1980,
totaled 333, while the defending
champion Blue Devils finished at 353.

Two days prior at Shackamaxon
Golf Course in Scotch Plains, the
Raiders grabbed the Watchung Con-
ference crown by nine strokes over
the defending champion Blue Devils.
The Raiders finished with a 10-3
record, losing to Princeton (sectional
champion), Hunterdon Central and
Westfield.

Coach Ciccotelli is well aware that
repeating as county and conference
champions will be quite a chore, es-
pecially since Westfield is loaded for
bear and very eager to regain both
crowns.

“They’re loaded but anything can
happen. If the rest of our guys can put
it together, we will be okay,” said
Ciccotelli.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

550 Clark Street, Westfield $949,000
Vintage colonial w/family rm/MBR suite addition blends turn-of-century charm w/
updated amenities. This beautiful home situated in Franklin and Roosevelt school
district offers front porch, gracious living rm w/fireplace and box beam ceiling, lg.
dining room, renovated kitchen w/cherry cabinets, granite countertops, sunken
fam rm w/brick fireplace. Second and third flrs. provide master suite w/private
bath, 4 generous bedrooms, 2 baths, office area w/plenty of storage.  WSF0229

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

532 Sherwood Parkway, Westfield $819,000
This lovely home features 4 bedrms, and 2.1 baths, cedar shake roof, open front
bluestone porch, updated kitchen which opens to fam/rm den, new Masterbath,
hardwood flrs, finished bsmnt recreation room, bluestone patio in the rear private
yard located on a charming street in the Wilson School district.

New construction! Custom 4000+ sq. ft. home to be built on a beautiful  100 x
150 lot in the Wilson School district on a quiet street.  This stunning “Tudor”
styled home will feature 5 bedrooms and 4.1 baths, first floor guest suite, large
family room with fireplace, second floor, laundry room, Master bedroom suite
which includes a separate sitting room/study option. Many amenities and more!

201 Baker Avenue, Westfield $1,999,900
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

March 31, 2008

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on  April
14, 2008 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to
hear and consider the following appeal for
variance relief from the requirements of
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

Millenium Properties (the ‘Applicant’)
located at 1941 Oak Tree Road, Suite
302, Edison, New Jersey seeks permis-
sion to demolish a single family residence
located at 1464 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey (also known as
Block No. 3902, Lot 1 on the Tax Maps for
the Town of Westfield) and to construct
four town house style condominium units.
The property is located in a single family,
RS-12 zone district; the construction of
town house style condonimiums is not
permitted in the RS-12 zone district.

The Application requires use variance
relief pertinent to the following require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance:

1. PERMITTED USE: Section 11.06A.1
requires construction of single family resi-
dences. The Applicant seeks a variance to
construct four town house style condo-
minium units.

2. SIDE STREET PARKING PROHIB-
ITED. Section 17.03B.1 prohibits parking
in any front yard or street side yard, pro-
vided that parking accessary to single-
family and two-family dwellings shall be
permitted in the driveway area leading
from the street upon which the premises
involved is located. The applicant is seek-
ing a variance to have parking on drive-
ways for the proposed town house style
condominiums.

The Application requires bulk variance
relief pertinent to the following require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance:

1. MINIMUM REARYARD.  Section
11.06E.7 requires a rearyard of 35 feet.
There presently exists a rearyard of ap-
proximately 119 feet from the rear of the
existing residential home to the rear prop-
erty line. The applicant proposes a rearyard
of 9.35 feet from the rear of the proposed
structure to the rear property line.

2. MAXIMUM BUILDING COVERAGE:
Section 12.04F.1 permits maximum lot
coverage by a building to cover 20% of the
lot area, but not above 3,600 square feet.
The applicant seeks a variance to permit it
to construct four town house style condo-
minium units have lot coverage of 19.9%,
but being 5,432 square feet, on a lot size
of 27,347 square feet.

3. MAXIMUM F.A.R. FOR SINGLE
FAMILY DWELLING UNITS:  Section
12.04G permits a maximum floor area
ration of 25% on property being 27,347
square feet in size, but not to exceed 6,837
square feet. The applicant seeks a vari-
ance to permit it to construct four town
house style condominium units have a
floor area ratio of 35.1% and being 9,600
square feet.

4. MAXIMUM ALL IMPROVEMENT
COVERAGE. Section 12.04G permits
maximum coverage for all improvements
to be 15%, but not to exceed 4,102 square
feet. The applicant seeks a variance to
permit it to construct four town house style
condominium units with a maximum cov-
erage for all improvements of 28.1% and
7,693 square feet.

The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearings. If the
matter is not concluded on that date, addi-
tional public hearing dates may be or-
dered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the applicant by order
of the Board.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper

53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, NJ  07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800

Attorneys for Applicant,
Millenium Properties

1 T - 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $92.31

STRONG BASKETBALL SEASON…The Westfield sixth grade boys travel
basketball team finished with a 45-2 record. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Chris Callahan, Matt Smoot, Sanjay Sujan, Matt Storcks, Eric Shor and Marc
Luino; second row, Evan Garfinkel, Bryon Lessner, David Kane, Dylan Elliott,
Michael Androconis and Patrick Decker. Coaches are Rick Elliott, Tom Decker
and Bill Kane.

Westfield Sixth Boys Finish Hoops Season, 45-2
The Westfield sixth grade boys travel team that finished with a 45-2

combined record, had a 9-1 regular-season in the Montgomery Basketball
League, with only a one-point loss to Hillsborough. In the championship
game, they won 38-33 against the Warrington Pa. team, which was the
champion of Pennsylvania’s tough Suburban One League.

CHEERLEADING ALL-STARS…The Central Jersey All Stars competitive
cheerleading team, currently ranked one of the top 20 teams in the world, heads
to Baltimore, Md. to compete in the All Star Challenge competition. Pictured
above is the Senior Level 5 squad, including Hailey Dobociewicz from Westfield
and Jacqueline Fabricatore from Scotch Plains, which heads to Orlando, Florida
in April to compete in the Cheerleading Worlds.

ALL-STARS…On March 30, Joseph Viviano, left, and DJ Florendo represented
St. Bartholomew Academy (SBA) in the fifth grade Union County All-Star
basketball game. The game was held at St. John the Apostle School in Clark and
was comprised of 24 boys from the 15 teams that made up the league.

GREAT HOOPS SEASON…The Holy Trinity 8th grade Lady Braves finished
with an 18-3 record in the Suburban Catholic League. All three losses were to the
undefeated league champions St. John Vianney. Pictured with their second-place
trophy in the regular season and the Greg Frost Tournament are the girls with
their coaches Rick Knapp and Stu Lukowiak.

SPFYBA to Hold Opening Ceremonies
The Opening Day ceremonies for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth

Baseball Association are scheduled for this Saturday, April 5, at 9 a.m. at
Booth Field in Scotch Plains. All players from age six through 12 will be
paraded onto the field. Awards will be presented for 2007 accomplish-
ments and both Scotch Plains’ and Fanwood’s mayors will make an-
nouncements and will throw out the ceremonial first pitches. The ceremo-
nies will be followed by the first game of the season at about 11 a.m.

Westfield Renegades Win
Garden State Hoops Crown

LEAGUE BASKETBALL CHAMPS…The Westfield Renegades 10U fifth grade
travel basketball team finished with a 35-7 record. Pictured, left to right, are:
bottom row; Kevin Irving, Matt Catanzaro, James Goldberger, Jack Bunting and
Danny Mitchell; second row, Colin Dursee, Jack Simcox, Sean Elliot, Vikram
Seethepalli and Neilan Dolan; back row, Coach Rich Dursee and Head Coach
Mark Mitchell. Not pictured, Eli Wirtshafter and Aaron Tabak.

The Westfield Renegades fifth
grade boys travel basketball team won
the Garden State League (GSL) play-
off championship by defeating IHM,
46-23. Westfield combined a balanced
offensive attack featuring terrific ball
movement alongside a suffocating
defense, which shut down a high-
powered IHM offense to win the
championship in convincing fashion.

Jack Bunting, Danny Mitchell and
Eli Wirtshafter each scored eight
points to lead the Renegades. Sean
Elliott and Jack Simcox were right
behind, each scoring seven points.
Many of the Renegades’ baskets were
scored as a result of fantastic point-
guard play from Kevin Irving and
James Goldberger.

Defensively, Matt Catanzaro, Colin

Dursee, Vikram Seethepalli and Aaron
Tabak constantly pressured the IHM
ball handlers and shooters into turn-
overs and rushed shots.

Westfield led 20-10 at halftime but
really took control of the game in the
third quarter. Neilan Dolan sparked
the Renegades by nailing a jump shot
in transition from the right wing to
ignite a 16-5 run, which put the game
away.

Overall, the Westfield Renegades
finished the 2007-2008 season with a
35-7 record. In addition to being
champions of the GSL playoffs, the
Renegades were also regular-season
champions of the Central Jersey
League and champions of the Give
Me 5 BBall Shootout Championships
played recently in Gladstone.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $1,785,000 FANWOOD $479,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $970,000 FANWOOD $338,000

CRANFORD $525,000 WESTFIELD $1,450,000 WESTFIELD $2,550,000

Gracious Wychwood Colonial features 10 rooms and
includes 4 large Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, superbly updated
Kitchen, bar with wine refrigerator, Formal Dining
Room, Family Room, Master Bedroom with full bath
and wall of closets, Den and Playroom on 1st floor
and lovely yard with deck.

Bright and warm Ranch with 8 rooms includes 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, renovated with Family Room ad-
dition, open floor plan, hardwood floors, beautifully
finished basement with full bath, office area and laun-
dry room with additional storage room.

Elegant Colonial offers 8 rooms including 4 Bedrooms,
2.5 baths.  Many recent renovations include all baths,
custom Kitchen, 1st floor laundry room, outstanding
cherry paneled Family Room with gas fireplace, win-
dows, wine cellar, enclosed porch, patio and more.

Vintage Colonial with 7 rooms offers generous room
sizes, 3 Bedrooms, Formal Dining Room, Living Room
with wood-burning fireplace, crown molding, archways,
hardwood floors under carpet.  Master Bedroom has
adjoining 9’ x 6’ dressing room.  Ready for redecora-
tion.  Also features a walk-up attic with finished room.

Very charming and spacious center hall Dutch Colo-
nial with veranda style front porch offers 11 rooms
and includes 6 Bedrooms and 3.5 baths.  It also fea-
tures a 15’ x 10’ foyer, Butler’s Pantry, Mud Room, 5
Bedrooms on 2nd floor.  Lots of built-ins and architec-
tural detail.  Offers an updated Kitchen and baths,
CAC new in 2000.

Designing and building yesteryear today, Simpson’s has
set a new standard of excellence with this classic 1920’s
shingle style house with 3’ eaves and sweeping roof
lines.  Superb craftsmanship, design and architectural
detail, using only the finest materials with attention
to every detail.

SCOTCH PLAINS $479,000
This Custom 4 Bedroom Cape on a large lot
sold for 97% of its list price in only 13 days.
Contact any of our extraordinary agents and let
them design a personalized marketing plan for
your home.

Great location and neighborhood.  This Starter
home features 3 Bedrooms, Living Room with fire-
place, Eat-In-Kitchen, unheated Florida Room.  Lots
of possibilities.

HOOPS CHAMPS…The Westfield fourth grade girls basketball team defeated
Branchburg in a championship game. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Taylor Kirby, Veronica Grycan, Sara Davis and Hope Rothenberg; second row,
Erin MacKenzie, Amalia Montes, Rachel Mattessich, Olivia Luzzi and Danielle
Gabuzda; back row, coaches Tom Grycan, David Rothenberg and Tom Luzzi.

WF 4th Girls Capture
Hoops Championship
The Westfield fourth grade girls

basketball team concluded a magical
season with a championship win over
an athletic and talented team from
Branchburg, 17-16.

Westfield trailed most of the game
until a key turning point occurred late
in fourth quarter. Trailing 14-11, the
Westfield girls stepped up their pres-
sure defense led by Taylor Kirby,
who forced five consecutive turn-
overs. Olivia Luzzi was nearby to
swiftly scoop up the loose balls and
race ahead on the fast-break to find
Amalia Montes, Erin MacKenzie and
Kirby for three consecutive baskets
to pull Westfield ahead.

Westfield held on for the final 1:30
thanks to tenacious defense from
Rachel Mattessich, Hope Rothenberg
and Sara Davis. Earlier in the game
Westfield managed to stay close to
the well-prepared Branchburg team
thanks to timely scoring from
Veronica Grycan and the aggressive
rebounding of Danielle Gabuzda.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

SCOTCH PLAINS . . . Welcome to this immaculate 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial, situated on a wooded
lot in Berwyck Chase. This Jamestown model is full of extras featuring an updated eat-in-kitchen, beautiful
living room/dining room with cathedral ceilings and French doors, a huge master bedroom with cathedral
ceiling and a stunning master bath with marble, Corian and a whirlpool tub. Finally, a full finished basement
with Berber carpeting, an exercise room and plenty of storage.  $829,000.  MLS # 2497838

Call For More Information!

COLONIAL
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COLDWELL BANKER HOME LOANS 1-888-317-5416
Denotes

Open House

®

CLARK
142 MEADOW RD. Owner seriously motivated and
ready to go! Large Split on extra large lot. Near Henly
School.WSF0012

Original Price-$569,900 Event Price-$500,000

CLARK
484 VALLEY RD. 4 bedroom, 3.1 bath Colonial. Family
room fireplace, huge finished basement.WSF0897

Original Price-$699,000 Event Price-$664,500

CLARK
900 LAKE AV. Large, elegant 4 bedroom home on beauti-
ful lot. Sunroom, porches, patio, screened gazebo.
WSF0711

Original Price-$729,000 Event Price-$649,000

CRANFORD
28 CRANFORD TER. Charming Bungalow/Cape. 3 bed-
rooms includes 1st floor bedroom. Needs TLC.WSF0135  

Original Price-$299,900 Event Price-$265,000

CRANFORD
130 BEECH ST. Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2.1 bath home in
pristine condition. Numerous recent updates.WSF0001

Original Price-$589,900 Event Price-$546,155

LINDEN
530 GRANT ST. Immediately available 4 bedroom
Colonial freshly painted with refinished floors.WSF0096 

Original Price-$295,000 Event Price-$270,000

LINDEN
1030 GEORGIAN DR. Nicely renovated brick Split on
cul-de-sac. 3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, cac, finished basement.
WSF0127 

Original Price-$550,000 Event Price-$522,000

MOUNTAINSIDE
944 MOUNTAIN AV. Designed for today's lifestyle.
Quality built home on fabulous approximate 3/4 acre.
WSF0090

Original Price-$1,075,000 Event Price-$999,999

MOUNTAINSIDE
8 COREY CT. Drive by and see where a lovely new 5
bedroom home will be built on a new cul-de-sac.
WSF0201

Original Price-$1,499,900 Event Price-$1,425,000

MOUNTAINSIDE
1165 WYCHWOOD RD. Understated elegance. Taxes
under $20000. Beyond your expectations.WSF0022 

Original Price-$2,595,000 Event Price-$2,465,250

PLAINFIELD
1250 DENMARK RD. Gracious CH Colonial in the heart
of Netherwood Heights on oversized lot.WSF0935

Original Price-$529,900 Event Price-$474,900

SCOTCH PLAINS
172 MOUNTAINVIEW AV. Adorable Ranch in private
setting surrounded by the Watchung Reservation.
WSF0038 

Original Price-$459,900 Event Price-$408,405

SCOTCH PLAINS
1 ABERDEEN RD. Park-like near acre. Banquet-sized din-
ing room, spacious bedrooms, patio, pool.WSF0759 

Original Price-$699,900 Event Price-$645,900

WESTFIELD
921 FANWOOD AV. Lots of updates including kitchen
and baths. 4 bedrooms, hardwood floors.WSF0805 

Original Price-$579,900 Event Price-$535,000

WESTFIELD
260 PROSPECT ST. UNIT 6 Ultimate living in
Chelmsford. Premier unit, 1 of only 4. Elevator building.
WSF0978

Original Price-$779,900 Event Price-$665,000

WESTFIELD
213 VIRGINIA ST. Brand new! Kitchen with granite and
stainless, large family room with fireplace.WSF0303

Original Price-$829,000 Event Price-$712,500

WESTFIELD
131 N COTTAGE PL. Unique custom built home with an
open floor plan. Loaded with upgrades. 4 bedrooms.
WSF0513 

Original Price-$899,900 Event Price-$825,000

WESTFIELD
817 TICE PL. Gracious Colonial with new addition, state
of the art kitchen, 2 fireplaces and more.WSF8893

Original Price-$949,000 Event Price-$854,900

WESTFIELD
1266 RAHWAY AV. Drive by to see where a quality new
4 bedroom Colonial is planned.WSF0016 

Original Price-$999,900 Event Price-$950,000

WESTFIELD
1245 OVERHILL DR. Masterful craftsmanship & architec-
tural detail throughout this 4,000+sq ft home.WSF0108 

Original Price-$1,300,000 Event Price-$1,139,050

WESTFIELD
737 PROSPECT ST.Wonderful new home built with great
attention to detail on deep lot.WSF0064 

Original Price-$1,599,900 Event Price-$1,235,000

WESTFIELD
465 TOPPING HILL RD. Art-Deco home renovated in
'95. Sleek kitchen, master with spa bath and more.
WSF0314

Original Price-$1,650,000 Event Price-$1,325,000

WESTFIELD
4 MAX PL. Come and see where this elegant new 6 bed-
room Colonial will be built by Michael Mahoney.
WSF0514 

Original Price-$1,699,900 Event Price-$1,615,000

WESTFIELD
1221 PROSPECT ST. Stunning, sunlit Colonial! 1st Green
Solar home in NJ. Superior in every way.WSF0072 

Original Price-$2,152,000 Event Price-$2,044,400

WESTFIELD
420 TOPPING HILL RD. Custom home in the heart of
Wychwood. 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, family room fireplace.
WSF9182 

Original Price-$2,199,900 Event Price-$1,925,000

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
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Marks Calls for Laws
To Curb Illegal Immigration

Roughneen Vows to Beat
Back Insider’s Advantages

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Tom Roughneen of Watchung, a
Republican candidate for Congress
from the 7th District, released the
following campaign statement:

“Thirty-five hundred New Jersey
Army National Guardsmen mobilize
for Iraq this June, and my commit-
ment has been clear. If elected, we
will contact every soldier from our
district. Democrats are again beating
the anti-war drum to abandon our
commitment and the promises that
we made to not only Americans and
our military, but to Iraqis, to ensure
stability in Iraq.

“Freedom isn’t free, and with my
family and friends actually fighting
the war, no one wants this American
sacrifice over more than I do. Even
Iraqis that I personally convinced to
jump on the democracy bandwagon
while I was in Iraq have sacrificed
their lives because of promises I made
based on the promises America made.

“So, I ask the questions that our
opponent in the November election
will be asking: If five additional bri-
gades that were expected to depart
Iraq this summer must remain, what
is the position of each of the candi-

dates on that decision? What have the
candidates done to meet with injured
Iraq War veterans and support mili-
tary families? When our opponent
throws around labels like ‘chicken-
hawk,’ as liberal Democrat Senator
Frank Lautenberg did, what will be
the response?

“He said he entered the race “fully
aware that name recognition and fam-
ily connections would be hard to over-
come.

“It wasn’t until after this past
Wednesday when one of [state] Sena-
tor [Leonard] Lance’s [also seeking
the 7th District Republican nomina-
tion] fellow legacy politicians shame-
lessly stumped for his fellow
Trentonite buddy that the process and
that candidate forum went from a fair
opportunity to a grossly skewed
insider’s game.

“Now a majority of those same
senators have endorsed Lance for
Congress. New Jersey needs a proven
leader and not a product of a system
that has failed New Jersey. Our elected
leaders need to protect the American
people first and remember the inter-
ests of our citizens and our nation.”

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, Republican candidate for
Congress in the 7th District, an-
nounced his support for the Secure
America through Verification and En-
forcement (SAVE) Act of 2007 (H.R.
4088), reducing the presence of ille-
gal immigrants in the U.S. through
increased border enforcement and by
bolstering existing interior enforce-
ment measures.

“If we stop the inflow of illegal
immigrants, Congress can start to
address the problems created by ille-
gal immigrants already here. How-
ever, if we fail, then no reform mea-
sure will truly be effective,” said Mr.
Marks.

“Reform must begin at our border.
Prevention could easily lead to the
solution. This is why I am also sup-
porting the full implementation of
the Intelligence Reform and Terror-
ism Prevention Act of 2004, which,
when fully implemented, will double
our nation’s border patrol agents from
11,000 to 21,000 by 2010,” he said.

“I am committed to legal immigra-
tion; after all, legal immigrants have
made America the great nation it is
over the many decades. Those who
obey the law and follow the process
should be rewarded with the gift of
becoming an American citizen. How-
ever, illegal immigrants should not be
entitled to the benefits of American
citizens. They should also not receive
any fast tracks toward citizenship over
those living abroad, willing to follow
our rules,” said Mr. Marks.

“It’s time to treat America’s laws
like laws – not like guidelines to be
followed or ignored depending on

one’s choice or country of birth. There
is a right way and a wrong way to enter
this country. If you do it the wrong
way, there should be consequences. In
America, when you break the law, you
should be held accountable for your
behavior. This is why I support the
immediate deportation of any and all
illegal immigrants who commit crimes
in the United States.

“Additionally, those who harbor
illegal immigrants should be pun-
ished to the fullest extent of the law.
If that means punishing businesses
for their hiring practices, then so be it.
There are plenty of Americans who
will work an honest day’s pay for an
honest day’s work.

“We are all accountable for illegal
immigration. Those who flaunt im-
migration law, those who enter this
country illegally, those who hire un-
documented workers and those who
claim there is no illegal immigration
problem are all accountable.

“Thwarting illegal immigration
must be a national priority as it
unduly burdens our health care sys-
tem, our institution of public edu-
cation and perhaps, most impor-
tantly, our national security,” con-
cluded Marks.

Mayor Marks is a lifelong resident
of the 7th Congressional District who
shares the concerns and values of
families and taxpayers. He said the
the only true conservative in the field
for the Republican primary, and will
bring core Republican principles on
taxing, spending, national security
and more back to Washington.

For more information, visit
MarksforCongress2008.com.

More Government News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Campaign Release, Mountainside BOE

All Money Spent on Kids
Must Be Watched by BOE

Mountainside Board of Education
candidate Carolyn Williams released
the following statement:

“I am the current president of the
Mountainside PTA and have been for
the past year and a half. Being PTA
president has given me valuable ex-
perience and insight into our schools
and what it takes to get things done in
this community environment.

“Communication with committees,
volunteer parents and teachers, plus
budget management, event planning/
coordination, administrative duties
and ensuring the compliance with the
state PTA by-laws are just a few of the
skills I have acquired.

“I want to ensure that every child in
Mountainside receives the best pos-
sible education. The current board,
along with the administrative and
teaching staff, has made great progress
in the district over the past few years,
and we need to continue this momen-
tum.

“Under the current board, the dis-
trict has achieved many goals over
the last three years. They have re-
mained fiscally responsible with the
budget, encouraged the teachers to
continue their education, have sup-
ported curriculum initiatives, which
have resulted in our test scores being
brought up to within the top 10th
percentile in the state, and are in
compliance with the state mandates
on special education. These changes
did not happen overnight, and the
need to continue to improve is an

ongoing journey.
“To achieve this will require a strong

voice in our local government regard-
ing the needs and wants of the com-
munity, assuring we will not be short-
changed in the potentially uncertain
future the K-8 districts face. We live
in a great, small town, where our
voices are heard. Dissolving our board
and losing our chief school adminis-
trator would mean our voice as a town
would be silenced.

“The board of education needs to
continue to maintain curriculum ar-
ticulation with Columbia Middle
School in Berkeley Heights, so our
children continue on track when they
merge together in ninth grade at Gov-
ernor Livingston High School.

“We need to continue to be fiscally
responsible to the town. All money
spent for our children should be
closely watched by the board to en-
sure the best value for our children
and the community.

“If elected, I will keep in mind the
concerns of all families, including
seniors and singles. I believe every
member of our community has a
vested interest in our schools, if not
for their children or grandchildren,
then for their community pride and
for their property values. I am com-
mitted to working closely with the
board, the teachers, the administra-
tion and the community in building
on Mountainside’s reputation as a
great place to live and educate our
children.”

Stender Asks GOP to Blast
 Pres. Bush’s ‘Failed Policies’

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Editor’s Note: The following re-
lease  was sent after press deadline.

Linda Stender, Democratic candi-
date for Congress in New Jersey’s
7th District, released the following
statement on President’s George W.
Bush’s visit to New Jersey last week:

“With President Bush’s disapproval
rating approaching 70 percent and the
latest USA Today poll showing three
in four Americans believe the economy
is headed toward a recession, New
Jersey Republicans seeking federal
office in the 7th District are remaining
surprisingly quiet about President
Bush’s visit to the Garden State
[onMarch 28] .

“I challenge my Republican op-
ponents to stand with the American
people and reject the failed economic
policies of the Bush Administration.
President Bush has left our nation in
a mess, and it’s time for a change.

“New Jersey families deserve bet-
ter than the failed economic policies
and broken promises of the Bush
Administration. And they deserve
better from a representative in Wash-
ington. They deserve a Congress-

woman who will fight for their inter-
ests and look out for their needs.

“The Bush Administration has left
our nation with an economy on the
brink of a recession, embroiled in a
war in Iraq that is costing taxpayers
more than $10 billion a month. In
Washington, I will work to restore
fiscal responsibility and stop the
reckless spending in Iraq that has
produced record budget deficits and
left our nation less secure at home.

“It’s time to start solving our domes-
tic problems like creating more good-
paying jobs here at home, providing
access to affordable, quality healthcare
for every American and developing a
national energy policy that will end our
dependence on foreign oil and lower
gas prices from today’s $3.27 per gal-
lon national average.

“Foreclosure rates nationwide
were up 60 percent in February from
the same month last year, suggesting
government programs to prevent
foreclosures have not had a signifi-
cant impact.

“Current estimates of the total cost
of the war reach $3 trillion.”

Lautenberg Announces
Bid for 5th Senate Term

Campaign Release, United States Senate

TRENTON – Flanked by support-
ers from across the state, United States
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on
Monday announced his candidacy for
re-election at the Trenton Marriott,
declaring he wanted to continue his
work “standing strong and making a
difference in people’s lives.”

“Our nation faces serious chal-
lenges. New Jersey’s working fami-
lies are more worried about their fu-
ture than ever before,” Mr. Lautenberg
said. “That’s why we need to change
course from the failed policies of the
Bush Administration, and that’s why
New Jersey needs a United States
senator who will fight every day for
the change in direction that we need.”

He was joined for his announce-
ment by New Jersey Governor Jon
Corzine, State Democratic Chairman
Joseph Cryan, members of the New
Jersey Congressional delegation,
state legislative leaders, Democratic
County chairs and other local, state
and county officials, as well as pub-
lic advocacy groups from across the
state.

“Frank Lautenberg is a smart and
determined leader who is dedicated
to making a real difference in the

lives of New Jersey’s families,” Gov-
ernor Corzine said.

Mr. Lautenberg cited “recent vic-
tories,” including taking on the Bush
Administration children’s health in-
surance coverage, delivering more
port security funds to New Jersey,
fighting to protect the state’s chemi-
cal facilities from terrorist attacks
and reimbursing military families
who purchase body armor for troops.

“Frank Lautenberg has a well-
spring of support among Democrats,”
said Mr. Cryan, who represents the
20th legislative district in state’s Gen-
eral Assembly. “He’s a fighter, and
he’s a winner, with a trademark abil-
ity to overcome challenges. With all
the challenges the country faces, we
need his leadership now more than
ever.”

State Senate President Richard
Codey said, “Frank Lautenberg has
been a fearless fighter for New
Jersey’s best interests, even when
the Republican majority in Wash-
ington kept throwing up a brick wall.
“With a chance to take back the
White House this year, now more
than ever, we need his wisdom and
tenacity representing us.”

Senator Lautenberg has won ev-
ery county convention and screen-
ing committee held, thus far,  in the
following counties:  Atlantic, Bergen,
Burlington, Hunterdon, Mercer,
Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean,
Passaic and Salem.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
• Top Lister Month of March
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathy in, and she’ll bring results!

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Beverly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Beverly Caldora

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/6  1-5PM

WESTFIELD . . . Beautifully renovated Colonial featuring 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 1st floor family
room, living room with fireplace, state-of-the-art kitchen with custom cherry cabinetry and granite
countertops. Master bedroom with walk-in closet and master bath with steam shower and soaking
tub. Three additional bedrooms, main bath with tumbled marble and convenient second floor laundry.
An inviting front porch, rear patio and professionally landscaped yard complete this wonderful home.
$989,000.  Broad St to Harrison Ave to Maye St.  MLS # 2500867

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Westfield . . . Time stands gloriously suspended in this outstanding Victorian preserving the exceptional blend of two architectural
periods of design. 10 Rooms, 6 brdrooms, 2 full baths. The gracious wrap around porch invites you to step through the glazed double
front doors into the entrance hall featuring an Italianate stairway lighted by an 1890 oval stained glass window. High ceilings, cove
cornices, picture moldings, two fireplaces with Queen Anne custom wood mantles, bordered hardwood floors , tall windows and double
and single branch sconces grace the front and back parlor . The cordial dining room offers a four windowed bay, furniture quality glassed
china cabinet..The kitchen has 2 pantries, back staircase & butler’s pantry. The second and third floor feature 6 bedrooms, 2 full baths and
superb storage. In addition, the house has a full basement and attic above the third floor.      $1,250,000.

Cranford . . . Elegance awaits you in this 4 BR, 3 ½ BTH renovated estate home. Situated on approx. 1 acre, this home features a grand
center hall w/ sweeping staircase flanked by Corinthian columns, LR w/sitting area(35x16),gracious DR w/walls of leaded glass china
cabinets & adjacent garden rm w/radiant ht’d flr, FR, newer granite kitchen w/custom cherry cabs, center isle & top-of-the-line appliances
& accompanying computer/den/office. The MBR (30x15)w/ dressing rm, new steam BTH, new family BTHS, separate private suite, 2nd

flr laundry,  high ceilings, luminous HWFLRS, upd’t elec, plumb, furnace, and much, more.      $1,390,000.
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BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

         BRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STONEONEONEONEONE

MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured

(732) 680-9626

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

Electric, Inc.
Full Service

Electrical Construction Co.

Commercial & Residential

Professionalism & Integrity are the

foundation of JDM Electric

908-654-1662
Free Estimates • NJ License #6547

Fully Insured & Bonded

Get Ready For Summer

PATIO PARTY
14x14 Paver Patio

72" Tiki Bar • 96" Landscaping Bed

Packages Start At $9,999

732-494-YARD
Serving Union & Middlesex Counties

Residential Remodeler • Builder

908.233.0900

www.GO-KENT.com

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Novela Pinckney to Anthony and
Monique Prizgar, 808 Cleveland Av-
enue, $375,000.

Robert B. and Thea S. Jackson to
Gina Addeo and Michael P. Sullivan,
420 Forest Road, $490,000.

Ann Egan to Carol Egan and Bruce
Smith, 2252 Morse Avenue, $400,000.

Laurent and Corinne Siret to
Hyunjung Chio, 1571 Ramapo Way,
$543,000.

Ajay Nirula and Lisa Krijger to
Weichert Relocation Resources, Inc.,
29 Jacobs Lane, $835,000.

Weichert Relocation Resources,
Inc. to Mark D. Cuocolo and Suzie
Woo, 29 Jacobs Lane, $835,000.

John A. and Hannah M. Carrithers
to Ruth L. Berman, 397 Montague
Avenue, $440,000.

Edward W. and Gail T. Wilson to
Jeanette G. Barefoot, 33 Burnham
Village, $352,500.

James K. and Linda R. Doyle to
John and Erin Shiles, 206 Victor
Street, $400,000.

Estate of Donald C. Zitsch to Ralph
Esposito, 336 Evergreen Boulevard,
$325,000.

Fanwood:
Charles J. and Barbara Ann Cuccaro

to Michael Murphy and Kara
O’Connor, 336 La Grande Avenue,
$396,667.

Theodore E. Moore to Marco
Massa, 22 Roosevelt Avenue,
$330,000.

Adam M. and Meredith J. Lew to
Charles J. and Tracy E. Leone, 179
Tillotson Road, $466,250.

Michael Hung to Robert and Maria
Nitro, 61 Midway Avenue, $325,000.

Ryan and Courtney M. Osterholm
to Salvatore Saputo and Frances
Corsaro, 192 Second Street,
$570,000.

James W. and Carol McClure to
Thomas and Jennifer Swanciger, 34
La Grande Avenue, $394,000.

Paul J. and Deborah Gordon to
Pamela M. Duddy, 70 South Avenue,
$500,000.

Owen M. and Judith A. McCabe to
Steven I. and Pamela Zajac, 368 La
Grande Avenue, $475,000.

Leonardo Hernandez and Michael
Figler to Drejaj Residential Develop-
ment, LLC, $690,000.

Westfield
Thomas Varkey and Suneeta

Chacko-Varkey to Sandeep P. Talati
and Priti K. Dave, 8 Trails End Court,
$1,220,000.

Robert J. Clauss and Linda
Bechtold to Shanti and Yelizaveta
Musacchia, 225 Edgewood Avenue,
$765,000.

William and Clarissa Taylor to Pe-
ter Campbell and Jennifer Frankel,
210 Sinclair Place, $1,770,000.

Patrick Ferro to Alfred and Laura
Young, 54 Mohawk Trail,
$1,375,000.

John Bourque and Rebecca Trieff
to Ben Chen and Ching-Feng Han,
633 Norwood Drive, $515,000.

Tammy and Anthony D’Amore to
Eric and Gail Brickman, 1204 Pros-
pect Street, $1,300,000.

Elaine Greck and Alice Baldassano
and Amy Greck to Mario and Nancy
Russo, 316 Woods End Road,
$500,000.

Choonso Jacobson to Tony Tung
Tsuen Wong and Dung My Wong,
925 Brown Avenue, $975,000.

D. Villane Construction, LLC to
Kimberly and Steven Cagle, 825
Summit Avenue, $1,350,000.

Maletos Development, LLC to
Ling Gui and Xuedong Lee, 1020
Columbus Avenue, $910,000.

Scotch Plains:
NCN Properties, LLC to Gerard

and Janet Bruno, 2270 Westfield Av-
enue, $885,000.

Patricia and Harold K. Capenegro
to Joy and Joseph Caruso, Jr., 1964
Church Avenue, $369,000.

Henry Oberheim and Mary Cam-
pion to Michael and Angela Prasad,
530 Park Avenue, $208,000.

Algert D. Alexis Jr. to Michael

Recent Home Sales

Hewson, 2293 Hill Road, $375,000.
Domenico Mastroianni to Joanne

Larosa, 1577 Shackamaxon Drive,
$995,000.

Terry and April Polito to Thomas
R. and Kimberly Bongiorno, 2352
Marlboro Road, $975,000.

Northeast Developers, Inc. to
Chuck Anania, 182 Victor Street,
$605,000.

Phyllis Green and Lisa S. Buffitt
to Deborah L. Giordano, $442,500.

Gus L. and Josephine A. Wolf to
Stephanie Smith and John Hillard,
2340 Westfield Avenue, $310,000.

Bank of America to Brian C.
Clarke, 330 William Street,
$375,000.

Louis S. and Marie Ramella to
Glenn Alexander, 2530 Mountain
Avenue, $375,000.

Melissa Henning and Timothy
Skarrek to KPA Services, LLC, 2
King James Court, $275,000.

Don R. and Mariam B. Clark to
Djariatou Traore, 366 Farley Av-
enue, $280,000.

The Estate of  Selma M. Kaufman
to Joseph A. and Sapna G. Llano,
2269 Stocker Lane, $487,500.

Marc N. and Lois C. Essenfeld to
Michael F. and Jessica D. George,
54 Clydesdale Road, $775,000.

Daniel S. and Jennifer B. Pierson
to Sean M. and Erin B. Striegel,
1962 Birch Street, $435,000.

Elbert D. and Barbara K. Hooper
to Robert A. Berneck and Lisa M.
Hunt, 1260 Woodside Road,
$517,500.

Suzanne D. and Troward G. Wells,
Jr. to Thomas Cusmano, 2253 Sun-
rise Court, $490,000.

Paula M. Fitzgerald to Katherine
J. McKenzie, 2 Yarmouth Village,
$350,000.

Robert J. Bresky to Gerard and
Julian Marulli, 1201 Donamy Glen,
$660,000.

Adeola, Ojo to Michael R. and
Mary A. Mietlicki, 28 Tisbury Vil-
lage, $368,000.

Myrtle E. Hauk to Morks Soorial,
1970 Grand Street, $330,000.

Gerald A. Ferguson Jr. et als to
Frederick K. Malley, 11 Village Park
Court, $335,000.

Dominick J. and Wendy A. Rotella,
2407 Longfellow Avenue, $550,000.

Margaret M. Wormley to Anthony
D’Amore, 1240 Cooper Road,
$1,200,000.

The Baumann Family, LLC to The
Frank Group, LLC, 2507 Route 22,
$900,000.

Ya-Tung and Yu-Hua Chang to
Antonio and Kristen Celii, 2116
Cheyenne Way, $465,000.

Lyonspride, LLC to Christopher
and Laura Albanese, 2466 Hill Road,
$760,000.

M. M. Real Estate Developers,
Inc. to Michelle Panetta and Richard
Kopacz, 8 Cherry Blossom Lane,
$899,999.

Paul F. and Rachel P. McCleary to
Christopher Jakway and Brooke
Massey, 20 Malanga Court,
$312,500.

Stony Brook Homes, LLC to Stan
Ma and Julie Lao, 1920 Stony Brook
Circle, $1,060,000.

Robert R. and Carol Simpson to
Victorino and Rosario I. Cespedes,
1863 Quimby Lane, $530,000.

Miles B. and Judy F. Yakre to
Zhang and Qian Zhang, 9 Rambling
Drive, $722,000.

Brian A. Shaw to James and Carol
McClure, 1210 Rahway Road,
$572,000.

Robert and Tina Guy to Darren
and Christine Mills, 19 Kevin Road,
$760,000.

Stephan J. and Charlotte Dolling
to David J. Baker and Victoria E.
Stubbs, 2457 Allwood Road,
$525,000.

Lawrence Armino, et als to 1 Elm
Street, LLC, 2343 Mountain Avenue,
$1,050,000.

Thomas C. and Geri Whittemore
to Michael J. and Flavia Couto-
Erickson, 18 Blue Ridge Circle,
$764,000.

Michael and Mary A. Mietlicki to
Mark A. and Susana M. Linderman,
40 Jacobs Lane, $677,500.

Hatfield Tells Views on
Major Campaign Issues

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Kelly Hatfield, a Republican can-
didate for Congress representing
New Jersey’s 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, released the following state-
ments on issues concerning New
Jersey residents:

“The most important issue facing
our nation is our national security; I
will work to ensure that our country,
our families and our troops are safe
at home and abroad.

“Having signed the Americans for
Tax Reform no new taxes pledge, I
believe that our government must
practice fiscal responsibility so our
families to keep more of the money
that they earn also our tax system
must be clearer, simpler and fairer.”

“Government overspending has led
to deficits and an increasing national
debt. I believe that if families and
towns have to balance their budget,
so should Congress. Also, a three-
fifths supermajority vote requirement
for any new taxes will make it harder
for Congress to raise taxes.

“Supporting a pro-growth tax
policy rewards rather than penal-
izes productivity; we must create a
long range incentive plan to keep
jobs from going overseas and out of
state including cutting the corpo-
rate tax rate and investing in math
and science education to prepare
our students to compete in a global
market.

“Improvements are needed in the
accessibility cost and delivery of
health care in the United States. Only
when health insurers have to com-
pete for customers in the free market
will they provide the highest quality
service and the most affordable care.

“Immigrants founded and built this
great nation, but the problem today
is that illegal immigration is putting

stress on our hospitals, schools and
national security. We must secure
our borders, both physically and with
technology, to stop illegal entry.”

In other campaign news, the New
Jersey Office of Legislative Ser-
vices director recently reported to
the Assembly Budget Committee
that state tax receipts over the next
15 months will be “well below”
those expected by the Corzine Ad-
ministration and even lower receipts
are expected next year.

Ms. Hatfield said: “There is a deli-
cate balance between how much tax
money is taken in and how that money
is generated; businesses are major
contributors to a state’s economic sta-
bility and taxes matter to business.
The business tax climate here in New
Jersey makes it extremely difficult
for small businesses to prosper.

“New Jersey is ranked in 49th place
nationally, having not gained any
ground but rather falling from 48th
since 2003. When [individual income
tax] rates were reduced taxes on small
business were cut, which freed up
money to hire new workers and ex-
pand businesses. Hopefully, those
federal cuts can be preserved. I would
work hard in Washington to have
them made permanent.

“Those cuts must be combined
with some action by New Jersey
lawmakers, who have the power to
determine how friendly our state tax
system is to business. With our neigh-
boring states of Delaware and Penn-
sylvania ranked in ninth and 27th
places, respectively, it is no wonder
that our businesses are taking their
jobs across the river to neighboring
states.” She said lowering the state’s
corporate taxes “would encourage
businesses to grow here.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

More Government News

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Watchung Reservation Offers
Guided Horseback Rides

MOUNTAINSIDE – Spring has
arrived, and Union County’s
Watchung Stable offers guided trail
rides on Sundays for everyone 9 years
of age or older, weather permitting.

“The Watchung Reservation is a
2,000-acre park that offers everyone
a chance to experience the natural
beauty of a forest, right in
Mountainside,” said Freeholder Rick
Proctor, liaison to the Union County
Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board.

Guided trail rides are held on Sun-
days at 2 and 3 p.m., weather permit-
ting. Visitors are accommodated on
a first-come, first-served basis. Ex-
perience is not required.

Watchung Stable also features pri-

Local Dancers to Entertain,
Teach Steps to Audience

SCOTCH PLAINS – Students
from two local dance schools will
perform in costume at the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Saturday,
April 12, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. The
public is invited to attend and par-
ticipate.

Dancers from the Shubanjali
School of Dance will perform In-
dian classical (Bharatnatyam) and
folk dance. They also will invite au-
dience participation in a brief intro-
duction to basic movements.

Based in Scotch Plains since 1992,
Shubanjali was founded by New Jer-
sey-based choreographer and dancer
Suba Parmar.

Sharing top billing will be dancers
from the Marie Moore School of
Irish Dancing in Scotch Plains, who
will perform traditional Irish dances
and share basic techniques and steps
with interested audience members.
Under the direction of Marie Moore-

Cuniffe and Frank Cuniffe, the school
opened its first location in Scotch
Plains in 1990.

This event is part of the library’s
month-long Celebrate Diversity se-
ries of programs. For a complete
listing of upcoming programs, indi-
viduals may pick up a library calen-
dar or access the online events cal-
endar at scotlib.org.

This program is free and open to
the public, but advance registration
is recommended. To reserve a spot,
interested persons may call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-
mail library@scotlib.org with their
name and telephone number.

The presentation will be held in
the library’s Community Room. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the cen-
ter of town. For further information
or directions, call (908) 322-5007.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-325
amending (Resolution No. 2007-1087)

AWARDED TO: Edward Kologi, Esq.,
Linden, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Robert Travisano v. UC,
et al

COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $30,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on April
14, 2008 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeals for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

Millenium Properties, 1464 East
Broad Street, Applicant is seeking per-
mission to construct four town house style
condominium units contrary to the follow-
ing Sections of the Land Use Ordinance.

List of New c.40:55D-70c and d vari-
ances requested:

§11.06A1 - Ordinance allows a single
family dwelling. Proposed are 4 townhouse
style condominium units.

§11.06E7 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum rear yard setback of 35 feet. Pro-
posed is 9.35 feet.

§12.04E - Ordinance allows a Maximum
Floor Area Ratio of 25%/6,837 square
feet. Proposed is 35%, 9,600 square feet.

§12.04F1 - Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%/ 3,600
square feet. Proposed is 19.6%/ 5,432
square feet.

§12.04G - Ordinance allows a Maxi-
mum All Improvement coverage of 15%/
4,102 square feet. Proposed is 25%/6,837
square feet.

§17.03B1 - Ordinance prohibits parking
in the street side yard. Proposed is parking
in the street side yard.

Ann & Neil Grote, 174 Lincoln Road,
Applicant is seeking permission to con-
struct a detached two car garage contrary
to Section 13.01B of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires that an acces-
sory structure be a minimum distance of
15 feet from the principal structure. Pro-
posed is 10 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for publicinspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-326
amending (Resolution No. 2008-226)
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick,

Cole & Wisler, Teaneck, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel to pro-

vide advice and representation for the
County of Union relative to the FAA’s
proposed NY/NJ/Philadelphia Metro-
politan Area Airspace Redesign

COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $65,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-318
amending (Resolution No. 669-2003)
AWARDED TO: CMX Engineering,

Manalapan, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of de-

signing a replacement of the Springfield
Avenue Bridge over the Rahway River in
Cranford, New Jersey

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$9,057 for a total contract amount of
$263,294.50 (at no cost to the County)

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-300
AWARD TO: Goose Control Technol-

ogy of New Jersey, Inc., Metuchen, New
Jersey

SERVICES: for the purpose of manag-
ing the Canada goose population which
inhabits the Union County Parks System

PERIOD: March 1, 2008-April 30, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$38,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-324
amending (Resolution No. 2007-1040)

AWARDED TO: Lacorte, Bundy,
Varady & Kinsella, Union, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Estate of Aaron Pittman
v. UC, et al

COSTS: for an additional sum of $ 5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $20,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD PLANNING BOARD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

TAKE NOTICE that at the March 12,
2008 meeting of the Garwood Planning
Board; the Board memorialized the word-
ing of the following Resolutions:

Case # PB 07-10; Applicant: Ward
O’Donnell Property Development Co.,
Inc.; 320 Second Avenue; Block 108
Lot 9; R/A & R/B residential zones

Use Variance request Denied - to de-
molish the existing school building and
permit  development of the site with a 3
story 47-unit age restricted multi-family
dwelling with a below grade parking ga-
rage.

Case # PB 08-2; Applicant: Capital
Homes, LLC.; 141-145 South Avenue;
Block 503 Lot 4 & 5; G/B zone

Site Plan Approval and Bulk Vari-
ances Granted – for the Mechanical Con-
tracting use previously granted.

These determinations have been filed in
the Office of the Garwood Planning Board
and are available for review by calling
(908) 301-9357 for an appointment.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $26.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-287
AWARDED TO: Choice Rehab, Inc.,

Marlton, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide occupational

therapy services for the residents/patients
at Runnells Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: April 1, 2008-March 31, 2009
COSTS: in the amount of $687,440

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-288
AWARDED TO: Choice Rehab, Inc.,

Marlton, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide physical

therapy services for the residents/patients
at Runnells Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: April 1, 2008-March 31, 2009
COSTS: in the amount of $15,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-316
AWARDED TO: Pennoni Associates,

Inc., Edison, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide fire suppres-

sion engineering services for the design of
a new clean agent fire suppressions sys-
tem for the Radio Repeater Facility, Bor-
ough of Mountainside, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$37,669

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-315
AWARDED TO: Pennoni Associates,

Inc., Edison, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide electrical

engineering services for the replacement
of the existing fire alarm system for the
Andrew K. Ruotolo Justice Center, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$34,465

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-289
AWARDED TO: InterStaff, Inc.,

Owings Mills, Maryland
SERVICES TO: to provide supplemen-

tal physical therapy services for the resi-
dents/patients at Runnells Specialized
Hospital

PERIOD: April 1, 2008-March 31, 2009
COSTS: in the amount of $223,240.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/27/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-293
AWARD TO: Ryan White Funds
SERVICES: to provide primary medical

and support services to people with HIV/
AID

PERIOD: March 1, 2008-February 28,
2009

COSTS: in the amount of $1,996,073
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 4/3/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

CLEANING LADY

POLISH CLEANING LADY IS
LOOKING FOR APARTMENTS,

HOUSES, OFFICES.
GOOD REFERENCES AND

LONG EXPERIENCE.
(908) 237-1541

HOUSE SALE

Moving Sale - Dining room
with 6 chairs and china cabinet,
Kitchen set, Freezer, Sleeper
sofa, Treadmill, other furniture

and household goods
1566 Brookside Road

Mountainside, NJ
Sat/Sun, Apr 12-13, 9am-4pm

Cash and Carry

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Experienced, loving babysitter
with lots of Westfield references
is available Mondays & Fridays

from 9 AM to 3:30 PM.
Please call (908) 245-3482

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space

1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Floor
Available August 1, 2008

$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

FREE FORECLOSURE HELP!

7 Ways 2 Stop Foreclosure
FREE Recorded Info Line Reveals
What No One Else Is Telling You!

Listen in Anytime - 24 hours
1 (800) 584-0526 Ext. 100

www.crawforeclosures.com

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1-4 PM

124 BRIAR HILL DR
SCOTCH PLAINS. 55+ adult
community @ Heather Glen.
Essex model offers 4 BRs, 3.5
baths, gourmet Kitchen w/
stainless appliances, open floor
plan, 2-story entry, 2-story Family
Rm w/fireplace & home theatre,
1st floor Master Suite. Perfect for
entertaining. Dirs: Prospect to
Madison to left on Fanwood, right
on Briar Hill to corner. $849,000.

BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield

(908) 233-0065

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

APPOINTMENT SETTER
Immediate need for an
Appointment Setter. Base salary
plus bonus in a team environment.
Strong phone and interpersonal
skills will be keys to success in
this innovative design
organization. Responsible for
making outbound calls, setting
appointments for sales team, and
developing sales leads. Not a call
center, no selling. Apply now:
Diane at (800) 752-6858 x1134,
Fax: (908) 322-4818, e-mail:
hr@parkerplants.com or mail:
Human Resources, The Parker
Companies, 1325 Terrill Road,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

GARDEN APARTMENTS

SPRINGFIELD
1 & 2 Bedrooms

$1100 & $1200 + utilities
Off street parking, No pets.

(973) 997-0833

DRIVERS / SALES

Local Opportunity!
Route Sales/Service & outside

sales reps. CDL-B a plus
(908) 791-9600

recruiter-north@safety-kleen.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment, or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

P/T NANNY NEEDED

Looking for a Loving, Experienced
Nanny, 3 or 4 days per week for
3 children ages 6, 4 1/2, and 2.
Must Drive. Contact Christine

(914) 953-2435

HELP WANTED

Experienced local coordinators
needed to place and supervise
international exchange students.
If you have experience in hosting
or placing in the past 5 years,
call 1 (800) 522-4678. Travel
opportunity. Competitive rates.

www.STSFoundation.org

BOOKKEEPER / ASSISTANT

Bookkeeper / Asst. PT
Outgoing, reliable person

for Interior Designer.
QuickBooks, Microsoft Office

& general office admin.
(908) 928-1154

REAL ESTATE BROKER

Established niche business
brokerage firm needs

independent licensed real estate
broker in New Jersey.

For info call (814) 466-7084

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space

400 Sq. Ft., 3rd Floor
Available May 1, 2008

$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

DIRECTOR WANTED

Growing, Christian Early Learning
Center seeks full-time Director
who embraces basic Christian
values, has management skills,
and Early Childhood education.
Submit letter of interest and
resume to: J. Walsh,  1171 Terrill
Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
for more info call (908) 322-9222

HOUSECLEANER SERVICES

Do you need your house cleaned?
I will do it for you!

I clean homes, offices & apart-
ments. Have good references
& 7 yrs of experience.
For each client you give me, I will
give you one free cleaning. Call
Monica at my cell (908) 456-3088
or at home (908) 469-8284.

WESTFIELD FOR RENT 1-6 MO

Cheery, spacious, refreshed
Colonial Home. 3Bed, 1.5 bath.
Walk to Washington School, train,
town. Nicely furnished/equipped
or empty. $3475/mo. $150/day.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic. agt.

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

Christopher Casserly Earns
Eagle Scout Recognition

FANWOOD – Having attained the
highest achievement in Boy Scouting,
Christopher Casserly of Scotch Plains,
was recognized at an Eagle Scout Court
of Honor February 9. He is a member
of Boy Scout Troop 33,
chartered at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church.

Since joining Troop 33
six years ago, Chris has
risen through five scout
ranks, growing in skills,
leadership and responsi-
bility. He has earned 31
merit badges – signifi-
cantly more than the 21
required for Eagle rank.
Additionally, he has
served the troop as quar-
termaster and patrol
leader.

Culminating his scouting career,
Chris carried out an Eagle service
project benefiting the Fanwood Res-
cue Squad. Over eight days last sum-
mer, he directed crews of Troop 33
scouts, family and friends in the repair
and painting of the squad’s meeting
room and kitchen, as well as its oxy-
gen tank storage holders.

More than 300 volunteer hours went
into this project, including the 94
hours Chris spent in planning and
carrying it out. He expressed appre-
ciation to Young’s Paint and Varnish
and Dykes Lumber for their contribu-

tions of materials.
Chris has participated in multiple

troop camping trips, summer weeks at
Resica Falls Boy Scout Camp in Penn-
sylvania, visits to Sea Base in Key

West, Philmont Scout
Reservation in New
Mexico, canoe treks in
the Adirondacks and a
backpacking trek in the
White Mountains of
New Hampshire.

“Scouting has pro-
vided ample opportu-
nities for me to do the
things I really love:
camping, rock climb-
ing, whitewater raft-
ing, sailing and other
great adventures,”
Chris said. “Scouting

has undeniably changed me.”
Outside of scouting, Chris is a se-

nior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, where he has participated in
the marching band and the school’s
elite Wind Ensemble. His band, the
Lampshades, is a perennial Battle of
the Bands favorite. Chris also has run
track for all four years and was se-
lected to attend the Student Leader-
ship Conference. He is the son of
Richard and Therese Casserly.

For more information about Troop
33, visit bsatroop33.com or call Scout-
master Tom Loop at (908) 755-7634.

Christopher Casserly
AARP to Learn About

Merchants and Drovers
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons will hold
its monthly meeting on Monday, April
7, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club. The club is located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.

David Walker, manager of the Mer-
chants and Drovers Tavern Museum
on St. George’s Avenue in Rahway,
will be the featured speaker. The tav-
ern building has been a part of the
local landscape since 1795.

Mr. Walker will show slides to ac-
company his talk, which will help to
debunk myths about the museum. He
also will tell attendees about pro-
grams being offered at the present
time.

The chapter urges members to again
donate food items for the Westfield
Food Pantry. Most needed are canned
and packaged meals, peanut butter,
jelly and juices. Additionally, there
always is a need for baby diapers
(large size), shampoo, deodorant, bath
tissue and sanitary napkins.

Chapter members will travel to the
Platzl Brauhaus in Pomona, N.Y. on
Thursday, May 8, for a “lobsterfest.”
Various other entrées will be avail-
able for those who prefer something
other than lobster. There also will be
an opportunity to walk the grounds.

The cost is $70, which includes
lunch, bus transportation and gratu-
ity. For more information and to make
a reservation, call  (908) 233-1362.

Labyrinth Walk Is Set
Sunday at Area Church

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, April 6. All walks will be held in
Bates Hall at the church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue.

Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held on the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medi-
tation that has experienced a revival
in modern times. The 11-ringed pat-
tern, painted on canvas, is modeled
after the 13th-century labyrinth at
Chartres Cathedral in France. In Me-
dieval times, walking the labyrinth
symbolized the Christian pilgrimage
to Jerusalem for those who could not
personally make the journey.

For further information on the laby-
rinth program or future walks, call
the church office at (908) 276-8440.

vate guided rides on Sunday morn-
ings for groups of 10 or more people.
These rides need to be set up in
advance and require full payment
for all riders before the set date.

The cost of the private group ride
is the rental fee for each rider (Union
County residents, $23; out-of-county
participants, $29), plus an additional
single payment of $25 for the re-
quired guide.

For riders under 9 years of age,
Watchung Stable offers “lead lines”
on Sundays from 9 to 10:45 a.m.
This activity is held on a first-come,
first-served basis, and it is also avail-
able during the week if the weather
permits.

The cost for a lead line is $13 for
Union County residents and $19 for
out-of-county participants. Lead line
rentals are for 30 minutes and re-
quire an accompanying adult to
“lead” the horse.

The trail rides and lead lines are
held at Watchung Stable, which is
located at 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside. Office hours are 9
a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. daily.

For further information, call (908)
789-3665 during the normal office
hours or e-mail questions to
stablequestions@ucnj.org.

GETTING THE NEWS…The Tiger Cubs of Den 15 from Pack 4 of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood recently visited The Star-Ledger’s news bureau in Mountainside,
the Dorf Feature Service. The scouts took a tour of the newsroom and watched
how stories are processed for a major daily newspaper. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row, Daniel McDonald, Mathew Fazzino and Peter Salisman; top row,
Spencer Moran, Daniel Resnicoff, Douglas Tibbals and Mathew Carrascoso.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Arc’s Candlelight Ball
Set for This Saturday
MOUNTAINSIDE – Edward Bul-

lock, vice president of diversity for
L’Oréal USA, will serve as the honor-
ary chairman for The Arc of Union
County’s 44th Annual Candlelight
Ball to be held this Saturday, April 5,
at L’Affaire, 1099 Route 22 East in
Mountainside.

The event will honor Taylor
Jaskolski with the youth community
award; attorney Ronald Chen with
the humanitarian award; Kathryn
Love with the Betty McGhee Spirit of
The Arc Award; Alphia Wilson with
the Mary Lou Panella Advocacy
Award and Ann Marie Kelley with
the Florence M. Levin Community
Achievement Award.

A cocktail reception begins at 6
p.m. followed by dinner and the
awards presentation at 7 p.m.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 3, 2008 Page 23

WF Artist Shows Images
At Summit’s Bouras Gallery
WESTFIELD – Andrea Ewald of

Westfield, Harold Kuskin of
Bernardsville and Nancy Ori of Berke-
ley Heights will dis-
play their images
of the American
southwest and west
in a three-person
photography ex-
hibit at Bouras Gal-
leries in Summit.

“Out West,”
curated by Ms.
Ewald, is on view
in the hallways of
the first and second
floor of the Bouras
Properties building
through April 25.

The three artists
each show their
distinct views of the
colors, architecture
and landscapes of
New Mexico, Ari-
zona and California.

Ms. Ewald’s images in the exhibit
are all part of her “Colors of New
Mexico” portfolio, which she has pre-

viously shown at the New Providence
Memorial Library and recently at
Fairleigh Dickinson University.

All her photo-
graphs in the port-
folio were taken in
and around Santa
Fe and Taos, N.M.,
in October 2005,
where she partici-
pated in a workshop
taught by Ms. Ori.
During her stay in
the southwest, Ms.
Ewald was particu-
larly fascinated by
the intensity of the
colors and the light,
as well as the adobe
architecture.

Originally from
Germany, Ms.
Ewald has lived in
Westfield for the
past seven years.

This show will be her last exhibit in
New Jersey, at least for a while, as she
and her husband are in the process of
moving to the San Francisco Bay Area.

Bouras Properties is located at 25
DeForest Avenue in Summit. The
Bouras Galleries are open to the public
by appointment only during regular
business hours. To make an appoint-
ment, call Linda Cole at (908) 277-
6054. Parking is available in the mu-
nicipal parking lot across the street.

Andrea Ewald’s “Three Crosses”

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Rooting for illegal Mexican émigré
Rosario (Kate del Castillo), and the
nine-year-old son who launches on a
desperate journey to join her in L.A.,
we realize that Under the Same Moon
places us at the heart of a moral co-
nundrum. Little Adrian Alonso, as
Carlitos, puts a face on the immigra-
tion debate. Suddenly, it’s not so con-
troversial.

While hardcore reactionaries might
need visits by a ghost or two, we
agree something must be done. What
that is, we are not sure. Certainly we
can’t blame Rosario for wanting a
better life. Or that a sequel could tell
us how to please folks on both sides
of the heated argument.

In the meantime, writer Ligiah
Villalobos’s dramatic bit of muck-
raking, strongly directed by Patricia
Riggen, serves as an eye-opening dia-
logue starter. In Spanish with English
subtitles, a thread of sappiness inter-
sperses. It’d be a bit overdone if we
were dealing with widgets. But these
are people. The emotion is integrally
important.

The scenario is conveyed in a nut-
shell as Rosario rises well before the
sun. A deejay jocularly wakes his
kindred spirits, day laborer and maid
alike, with gags about Gringo. The
camera pans the room, pausing at
photos of Carlitos. Boldfaced, under-
lined, the hopes we have for our chil-
dren cannot be quantified, let alone
denied.

This look at a subculture on the run
fascinates and humbles. You thought
you knew something about our
country’s longest running border war.
Through the struggle personified by
Rosario and Carlitos, we learn the
various processes by which Mexi-
cans illegally make their way here.
Rosario crossed over five years ago,
but still no Carlitos.

Of course, as attends any illegiti-
macy, opportunists and parasites
abound. Rosario is on her third law-
yer. She’s hoping to become legal and
bring Carlitos to the United States.
But on this film’s chilly, expository
morning, waiting for the bus on a pre-
dawn bench with party girl pal Alicia
(Maya Zapata), she despairs.

Maybe it’s not going to happen.
Maybe she should just go back. “Non-
sense,” says the best friend. “You’re
pretty. Stop being so dreamy. Marry
and put an end to the business.” Which
brings them to the front gate of an
estate and Rosario’s first job of two.
It’s also where chief admirer Paco
(Gabriel Porras), now legit, is a secu-
rity guard.

There’s nothing like an age-old
quandary heaped upon a contempo-
rary dilemma to confound matters.

Under the Same Moon
Hopes to Make a Difference

Sure, it would be easy enough for
Rosario to succumb to Paco’s peren-
nial offer. Making it even more diffi-
cult, he’s a prince of a man. But
there’s a word for that. And by now,
we like the gal. She’s got it all, except
for a green card.

Rosario, nicely played by Kate del
Castillo, pleases our romantic sense
by contending she would only marry
for love. She won’t take the easy way.
That is, if left with a choice. We’ve
long forgiven her for breaking the
law. In fact, we whisper “No, no”
when she despondently mulls return-
ing home.

But when news comes from Mexico
that her mom died and Carlitos has
taken it on the lam for the United
States, Rosario’s plans come asun-
der. Homing in on the plights of its
two principals, the film’s tension level
reaches seat-edged proportions.
Along the fringes and into the under-
ground with renegades many years
his senior, Carlitos goes pillar to post.

A little boy version of Black Beauty,
his travail takes him to all manner of
adventure, from safe house, to deso-
lation, to the greedy mitts of artful
dodgers. This includes teaming up in
an odd couple arrangement with
Enrique, a curmudgeonly fellow fu-
gitive superbly etched by Eugenio
Derbez. The interplay is entertaining.

If we are enamored of Rosario, that
goes in spades for Adrian Alonso’s
Carlitos, a muffin of a moppet who
wows us with ingenuity, charm and,
most of all, his sense of fair play. He
is a delightful little symbol of what
America has long contended it stands
for, Plymouth Rock to the present.
His harrowing tale makes an elo-
quently dire argument.

It’s never for sure that the kid will
make it. Adding to our concerns, Mrs.
Mackenzie, a jaded fancypants hy-
perbolically portrayed by Jacqueline
Voltaire, has arbitrarily decided she
no longer needs Rosario’s help around
the manse. Less money and the fear
that Carlitos has gone missing put our
valiant lady in a tizzy.

The plot careens toward the climax
like a runaway train. The screen quick-
splices between predicaments. Step-
ping up the palpitations whilst rais-
ing Riggen’s stock as a director, a
surprise twist throws us off balance.

On the way home, unafraid that
we’ll be caught and sent back some-
where bad, we ponder the
perplexingly diverse worlds that ex-
ist Under the Same Moon.

* * *
Under the Same Moon, rated PG-

13, is a Fox Searchlight Pictures re-
lease directed by Patricia Riggen and
stars Adrian Alonso, Kate del Castillo
and Eugenio Derbez. Running time:
106 minutes.

Former Governor Kean
To Chair Symphony Gala

WESTFIELD – Thomas Kean,
former Governor of the State of New
Jersey, will be in attendance on April
26, as Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO) celebrates its 25th birth-
day with a Silver Anniversary Gala at
Plainfield Country Club.

A longstanding supporter of the
arts, and honorary
WSO board mem-
ber, former Gov-
ernor Kean will
serve as distin-
guished honorary
chair for the mo-
mentous occasion.

“Former Gover-
nor Kean is one of
the most popular
governors in New
Jersey’s history
and a longstanding
supporter of our
orchestra,” WSO
Music Director
David Wroe said.

“Governor Kean
came to New Jer-
sey office about
the time of the creation of WSO, and
we are thrilled that he has chosen to
join our birthday celebration,” he con-
tinued.

Among the governor’s accomplish-
ments, he served as president of Drew
University from 1990 until 2005.

On December 16, 2002, he was
named by President George W. Bush
to head the National Commission on
Terrorist Attacks upon the United
States.

The commission’s work culminated
on July 22, 2004, with the release of
the “9/11 Commission Report,” which
became a national bestseller.

 “We invite the entire community
to attend the gala to support the sym-

phony and recognize the outstanding
achievements of former Governor
Kean,” Jane Francz, WSO Gala chair,
said. “The symphony brings cultural
life to our town, and the gala is our
largest fundraiser of the year,” she
continued.

This year’s Silver Anniversary Gala
will include a
cocktail reception,
gourmet dinner
and dancing to an
eight-piece or-
chestra.

A highlight of
the evening will be
the live auction,
conducted by ac-
claimed charity
auctioneer and
New Jersey As-
semblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield).

The live auction
will offer a variety
of exciting items,
including geta-
ways to exotic lo-

cations, eclectic New York dining and
the traditional opportunity to take
Maestro David Wroe’s baton and con-
duct the WSO.

A silent auction of items donated
by more than 70 local retailers, res-
taurants and businesses will also run
throughout the evening, which will
culminate in a drawing of the cash
raffle (winners need not be present to
claim a prize).

Invitations have been mailed to
WSO subscribers and supporters, but
attendance is capped at 200 due to
space constraints. Invitations may be
obtained on a first-come, first-served
basis by calling the WSO office at
(908) 232-9400.

Governor Thomas Kean

Summit Symphony
Presents Concert

SUMMIT – The Summit Sym-
phony will present a concert on Sat-
urday, May 4, at 3 p.m., at the Summit
High School, located on Kent Place
Boulevard.

The orchestra, under the direction
of James Sadewhite, will perform the
Overture to Fingal’s Cave by
Mendelssohn and pieces by Saint-
Saens and Tchaikovsky.

A pre-concert lecture, given by
Maestro Sadewhite, will begin at 2:15
p.m. in the auditorium.

The featured soloists for this con-
cert will be the three winners of the
Summit Symphony’s 2008 Young
Artist Competition.

The winners this year are Ga-Yeon
Lee, Allen Yueh and Hannah Ji.

Admission for this concert is free.
The Summit Area Public Founda-

tion supports this concert.

Author Tests Public’s
Baseball Knowledge

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Westfield native Sally
Cook, co-author, along with James
Charlton, of “Hey Batta Batta Swing!
The Wild Old Days of Baseball,” on
Monday afternoon, April 7, from 3:30
to 5:30 p.m.

A 2007 Parents Choice Silver
Award Winner and a Junior Library
Guild Selection, “Hey Batta Batta
Swing!” takes a look at how baseball
has changed over the years.

Readers will learn what it was like
before there was a pitching mound or
players had numbers on their jerseys.
Even the most knowledgeable base-
ball fans might glean something new,
such as how Babe Ruth got his nick-
name or why Brooklyn’s team was
called the Dodgers.

Attendees can meet the author, who
will give a trivia quiz and hand out
baseball cards at The Town Book
Store, located at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets).

Those unable to attend should call
the bookstore at (908) 233-3535 and
reserve an autographed copy of her
book.

Library Hosts Discussion
Of Dante’s ‘The Inferno’

SPRINGFIELD – On Thursday,
April 17, at 10 a.m., the Great Books
Discussion Group, which meets on
the third Thursday of each month,
will meet to investigate various as-
pects of Dante’s “The Inferno.”

Dante was one of the first in the
Middle Ages to write of a serious
subject – the redemption of man – in
the low and “vulgar” Italian language,
not the Latin language as one might
expect for such a serious topic.

The poem begins on Good Friday
of the year 1300. Dante puts himself
into a “deep place” from whence he is
rescued by Virgil, and the two of them
begin their journey to the underworld.

Their descent through the nine
circles of hell represents a gradual
increase in wickedness and the pun-
ishment meted out to each type of sin.
Each sin’s punishment is a symbolic
instance of “poetic justice”; for ex-
ample, the fortune-tellers have to walk
forward with their heads on back-
wards, unable to see what is ahead,
because they tried to do so in life.

The Great Books compilation may
be purchased for $24 at the circulation
desk. The discussion group welcomes
new members. Participants are invited
to come to any or all of the sessions.

The program is free and open to all.
The Springfield Free Public Library

is located at 66 Mountain Avenue.
For additional information, call (973)
376-4930.

GL Players to Perform
Classic The Pajama Game

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Hilltop Players, from Berkeley
Heights’ Governor Livingston High
School, will perform The Pajama
Game later this month.

Since 1954, The Pajama Game has
been a constant classic in the field of
musical theatre, keeping audiences
laughing and cheering for more than
half a decade.

Created by the Tony Award-Win-
ning composers of the equally classic
Damn Yankees, The Pajama Game
adapts Richard Bissell’s novel, “7 ½
Cents,” into a musical that functions
as a mixture of romance and the
struggle of the working class.

The performance focuses on the
love story between new superinten-
dent Sid Sorokin (played by Harry
Connick Jr. in the recent Broadway
revival) and Grievance Committee
head Catherine “Babe” Williams (a

part made famous by Doris Day in the
1957 film).

The two lovers find themselves on
opposite sides of the union’s demand
for a seven-and-a-half-cent raise.

Featuring songs such as “There
Once Was a Man” and legendary full-
cast numbers like “Hernando’s Hide-
away” and “7 ½ Cents,” The Pajama
Game stands the test of time.

Performances will be held on Thurs-
day, April 11, at 7:30 p.m., and Friday
and Saturday, April 11 and 12, at 8
p.m. in the Chatham High School
Auditorium, located at 255 Lafeyette
Avenue.

Tickets are $10; senior citizens and
students pay $7. Group sales are also
available. Advance tickets are avail-
able by calling the box office at (908)
464-3100, press 0, then ext. 2419.
Tune into Comcast channel 34 for
more information.

PLAYING THE GAME…Governor Livingston High School’s Hilltop Players
prepare for their upcoming production of Richard Adler and Jerry Ross’ The
Pajama Game. Here, on-again, off-again lovers Gladys Hotchkiss and Vernon
Hines argue over Hines’ endless jealousy, while new romance blooms between
union leader Babe Williams and new superintendent Sid Sorokin. Three perfor-
mances will take place at Chatham High School on April 10, 11 and 12. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Paige Osborne, Rebecca Witt, Sean Reilly and Gabriel
Rodrigues.

Harvest Group to ‘Share
The Quilts’ at Annual Sale

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – For 25 years, the
Harvest Quilters of Central New Jer-
sey, a group of area women dedicated
to the “homespun art of women’s
history,” has brought comfort to the
community with its quilts.

Each year, the group, which pres-
ently numbers 30 members, hosts a
quilt sale, “Sharing the Quilts,” the
proceeds of which are both donated
to charity and used to further the art
of quilting.

This year’s silver anniversary show,
“Sharing the Quilts XXV,” will be
held on Saturday, April 5, from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Terrill Road
Bible Chapel, located at 535 Terrill
Road in Fanwood.

The Harvest Quilters held its first
quilt sale in April 1983, at the YWCA
in Plainfield. At that time, the group
was known as the “YWCA Quilt
Group.”

From the onset, the quilters have
channeled their talents to the needs of
the community.

In its early years, the group raised
money for women’s programs at the
Plainfield “Y.”

As time went on, the group ex-
panded its services and educational
projects to provide quilts for sick and
disabled children, as well as to people
worldwide who were affected by natu-
ral disasters, including those in the
United States.

In 2007, a Westfield AIDS chapter
raffled a quilt donated by the Harvest
Quilters. That same year the quilters
gave nine quilts to the newly opened
Center for Hope Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care in Scotch Plains.

The women also used funds raised
at their most recent quilt show to
make a contribution to the Hope Hos-
pice again in 2008.

“For such a small group, we have
done some great things and continue
to do so,” said Ann Eelman, Harvest
Quilters chairperson.

One of the things that set the Har-

vest Quilters apart from other quilt-
ing groups is that the group functions
with minimal administration.

“We have never elected officers,
nor charged dues,” explained Mrs.
Eelman. “The group’s sole focus is
quilting, and we don’t want anything
else to get in the way.”

Educating the public about quilts is
also one of the missions of the Har-
vest Quilters.

“We carry on the tradition of what
quilting meant to women during the
last century,” Mrs. Eelman contin-
ued.

“A quilt is more than a bed cover, it
is a thing of historical significance.”

To further its commitment to edu-
cation, the Harvest Quilters made a
donation to the Newark Museum to
preserve New Jersey quilts.

“Sharing the Quilts XXV” prom-
ises to be filled with color, fabric and
patterns. The quilters will display vin-
tage wedding gowns, wedding and
anniversary quilts, quilted and cloth
bags, cloth dolls and baby quilts, a
group of Flying Geese quilts, and
many quilts commemorating 25 years
of the Harvest Quilters.

Fabric squares will be available for
children and adults to write messages
to American soldiers in Iraq.

Harvest Quilt member Azie Kohn,
whose daughter is serving overseas,
will then send them on to Iraq to
encourage U.S. servicemen and
servicewomen.

Also planned are live demonstra-
tions of piecing techniques and quilt
making, a tearoom for lunch and
snacks, and viewer’s choice voting.

Admission to “Share the Quilts
XXV” is $6 for adults and $3 for
children under 12 years old. Door
prizes will be given out throughout
the day.

For further information, e-mail
aeelman@gmail.com or call (908)
755-7653. More information about
Harvest Quilters of Central New Jer-
sey is available at http://
harvestquilters.com.

THE FABRIC OF A COMMUNITY…The Harvest Quilters of Central New
Jersey will present “Sharing the Quilts,” an annual sale whose proceeds go to
charity. The group will meet at the Terrill Road Bible Chapel in Fanwood. Fabric
will be available in order to write messages to American soldiers serving overseas.

Orchestra Announces
Beauty and the Beasts

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, April
12, at 8 p.m., at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) presents
Beauty and the Beasts, a family con-
cert.

Children, parents and grandparents
of all ages will enjoy Prokofiev’s time-
less musical tale of Peter and the
Wolf, narrated by WSO’s own Mae-
stro David Wroe.

Maestro Wroe will introduce the
tones and timbres of various instru-
ments of the orchestra, while relating
the story of Peter and his friends as
they capture a beastly wolf.

Maestro Wroe will recreate and
narrate Richard Strauss’s colorful
Duet Concertino, an orchestral ver-
sion of the original tale of Beauty and
the Beast, musically related by the
clarinet and bassoon duet of WSO
principals William Shadel and Frank
Morelli.

In symbolic terms, the clarinet rep-
resents a princess, while the bassoon
denotes a bear; when the two dance

together, the bear transforms into a
prince.

The evening culminates in a full
orchestral experience with the per-
formance of Beethoven’s Eroica sym-
phony.

An outpouring of creative energy
composed in the midst of suffering,
reflecting heroism, death and revolu-
tion, Eroica is an example of sym-
phonic genius and a fitting close to an
evening of orchestral enlightenment.

Tickets, priced between $25 and
$65, may be purchased directly from
the WSO office (224 East Broad
Street) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400.

Tickets are also available at Town
Bookstore in Westfield and Martin
Jewelers in Cranford.

Students under 16 can attend for
$5, with the purchase of an adult
ticket.

For further information, call (908)
232-9400, log on to its website
westfieldsymphony.org, or e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org.

Musical Club Presents
Concert at Baptist Church

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present a concert
on Wednesday, April 9, at 1 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church, located at
170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Featured on the program are vocal
performances by a soprano and a
mezzo-soprano, as well as a piano
soloist.

Soprano Nancy Deutsch, accom-
panied by pianist Mary Lou Stevens,
will perform “Always Through the
Changing” from the opera The Bal-
lad of Baby Doe, by American com-
poser Douglas Moore.

She is joined by bass-baritone
Butch Cooper to perform “Là ci
darem la mano!” from Mozart’s Don
Giovanni and “Dirait-on” by Morten
Lauridsen. Lauridsen, who teaches
composition at the University of
Southern California and is one of
America’s most-performed compos-
ers of choral music.

Pianist John Blasdale will perform
Prelude in C Minor, Opus 9, No. 1,

by Russian composer Alexander
Scriabin.

He will also perform the first
movement of Beethoven’s last piano
sonata, the Sonata in C Minor, Op.
111.

Mezzo-soprano Drude Sparre
Roessler will perform works of
French composer Gabriel Fauré, ac-
companied by pianist Marie-Danièle
Mercier. These include the songs
“Ici-bas!” and “Après un Rêve,” as
well as the song cycle “Poème d’un
Jour,” Opus 21, which includes
“Rencontre,” “Toujours” and
“Adieu.”

Kay Macrae will serve as the
program’s chairman, and the club’s
hospitality committee, chaired by
Edna Borchers and Maryann Doll-
ing, will provide hospitality.

A reception, featuring light re-
freshments, will follow the perfor-
mance. All are welcome to stay and
meet the performers. For more in-
formation, call (908) 232-2173.

Les Malamut Hosts
Evening of Poetry

AREA – The public can hear local
poets and celebrate National Poetry
Month with an evening of poetry and
art at the Les Malamut Art Gallery on
Thursday, April 17, at 7 p.m.

The gallery (wheelchair accessible,
on the lower level of the Union Public
Library) is located at 1980 Morris
Avenue. This event is free and open to
the public.

Part of a newly initiated series of
events taking place inside the gallery,
this evening presents the opportunity
to hear five local poets read their
works. Attendees will also have the
opportunity to view the current ex-
hibit, “Reflections,” by photographer
Greg Cummings of Fanwood.

One of the five poets to read, Joy
Ann Lara (writing as “JJG Cabanos”)
now resides in Westfield. Tom Plante
of Fanwood will also take part. Mr.
Plante is a co-director of the Fanwood
Arts Council.

For more information, contact Bar-
bara Wirkus at dmbbw33@yahoo.com
or (908) 276-6656.



Page 24  Thursday, April 3, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Beauty and the Beasts

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

PETER AND THE WOLF
Duet-Concertino for Clarinet and Bassoon

soloists William Shadel (Clarinet) and Frank Morelli (Bassoon)

Symphony No.3 Eroica

Maestro Wroe recreates and narrates

SPECIAL OFFER

Students under 16 

$5 with purchase of adult tic
ket

Inspired by Loss of Child, WF Family
Aims to Help Others through Liam’s Room

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — It has often been
said that there is no greater joy than to
give birth to a child and no greater
tragedy than to lose one. And the
McNamara family of Westfield recently
experienced both.

They spent 16 months tending to
their infant son, Liam, while he suf-
fered the devastating effects of Lissen-
cephaly, a brain disorder that ultimately
took his life.

Lisa McNamara, Liam’s mother, de-
scribed the time period as one fraught
with unanswered questions and a lack
of readily accessible guidance.

This led to the McNamaras starting
their foundation, Liam’s Room, Inc., to
help support other families dealing with
a child’s chronic or terminal illness.

Mrs. McNamara recalled the dis-
tress she felt soon after Liam and his
fraternal twin brother, Nathaniel, were
born. Liam’s troubled breathing imme-
diately necessitated a trip to the neona-
tal intensive care unit (NICU), where
doctors noted facial features that could
be indicative of certain possible syn-
dromes.

Initial tests were inconclusive, but
Liam remained hospitalized for an ad-
ditional week due to feeding difficul-
ties.

Once Liam came home, Mrs.
McNamara and her husband, Peter,
started to notice something was “off.”
Liam had an unusual demeanor and
continued having difficulty eating. He
cried inconsolably most of the time.

The family sought specialists but
they wouldn’t have a definitive diagno-
sis for months.

“We had no answer and no direction,
which was very frustrating,” Mrs.
McNamara said.

Liam finally had an MRI at four
months old, and the McNamaras got
their answer.

“The neurologist put up a picture of
Liam’s brain, and we could see instead
of having the normal bumps, his was
totally smooth,” Mrs. McNamara re-
called.

This meant Liam would be
cognitively delayed and he would never
walk, talk or even lift his head up.

They were also devastated to learn
Liam had one of the most severe types,
Miller-Dieker Syndrome, so his lifespan
would most likely be less than two
years.

Amid the shock and despair, the

McNamaras were riddled with ques-
tions.

“I remember asking, does he even
know who we are?” Mrs. McNamara
said.

The doctor reassured them that he
did. And Liam eventually learned to
smile and react to his family. Mrs.
McNamara said his older brother,
Trevor, then seven-years-old, used to
read him books, which Liam appeared
to really enjoy.

The family tried to keep life as “nor-
mal” as possible for as long as they
could.

But knowing the inevitable was com-
ing, they were not only concerned for
Liam’s fulfillment in life, but for how
his brothers would cope.

“I didn’t want them to be afraid of
Liam or of seeing a seizure or a hole in
his tummy and a tube that comes out of
it for food,” Mrs. McNamara said.

They inquired about therapists, but
had a hard time finding one that special-
ized in pediatric bereavement.

Again, they were disappointed that

there did not seem to be any readily
available sources to help with such
preparations.

Liam soon grew sicker and stopped
smiling. Seizure activity increased. He
required both physical and occupational
therapy.

His facial structure made swallow-
ing difficult, allowing fluid to enter his

lungs, requiring a suction machine to
alleviate.

“It’s this horrible tube you stuck down
his nose, and it made this really loud
noise, and he would scream,” Mrs.
McNamara recalled. “They show it to
you once and expect you to be able to go
home and do this to your child!”

But Mr. and Mrs. McNamara perse-
vered, doing everything they could to
help Liam maintain the best quality of
life possible. They enlisted a nurse to
help.

Liam struggled through frequent
bouts of pneumonia, requiring mul-
tiple hospitalizations at Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit.

After much anguish, the couple even-
tually signed the do not resuscitate
(DNR) order.

“Even though Peter and I wanted
him around forever, we didn’t want to
see him keep suffering,” Mrs.
McNamara said.

On March 9, 2007, Liam’s parents
took turns rocking him in his hospital
room. He took his last breaths cradled
in Mrs. McNamara’s arms.

While Mrs. McNamara said the Over-
look staff was “fabulous” that day, she
will never forget the cold surroundings
of the metal crib, the flickering fluores-
cent lights and the chipped linoleum
floors.

“Not that you’re necessarily paying
attention to that, but it just adds to the
moroseness,” Mrs. McNamara said.

So now, in Liam’s memory, Liam’s
Room, Inc. is working with Overlook
Hospital to completely redesign the
room Liam used and provide support
for families in similar situations.

John Gregory, director of palliative
care at Overlook, said this includes
training staff in pediatric palliative care
specifically.

“The room will provide a home-like
atmosphere,” Dr. Gregory said. “It won’t
only be for end-of-life care, but also for
any significantly ill pediatric patient
who need hospitalizations.”

Lisa Ciarrocca, child life manager at

Lecture Asks: ‘Is Your
Garden for the Birds?’

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will offer a lecture at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside, located at 452 New
Providence Road, about making one’s
garden a welcoming site for birds.

The lecture will take place on Tues-
day, April 8, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Birds can provide a unique dimen-
sion to one’s garden, filling it with
year-round activity. Ruth Yablonsky
will teach attendees how to attract
birds in every season.

Ms. Yablonsky is a Trailside park
naturalist and Master Gardener who
will discuss landscaping, plantings,
birdseed, bird feeders and birdhouses
that will invite feathered friends to
people’s gardens.

The fee for this lecture is $5 per
person for Union County residents
and $10 per person for those from
other counties. Pre-registration is pre-
ferred as space is limited. Doors open
15 minutes prior to the event.

For additional information about
this event, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/trailside.

The McNamara family of Westfield – Clockwise from left,
baby Liam, parents Lisa and Peter, Liam’s twin,
Nathaniel, and Trevor.

Sandra Nissen Photography

Overlook, explained that support would
be provided to families from the onset
of diagnosis.

“There are so many decisions to be
made, and we’ll be working to guide
them,” Ms. Ciarrocca said, citing a
binder of resources being created. “But,
of course, you need funding for all
this.”

The McNamaras hope to raise
$50,000 for Liam’s Room. They have
set up a website, liamsroom.org, and
this Saturday, there will be a charity
softball game for children in grades 2 to
7 at Tamaques Park in Westfield. Reg-
istration is still open for the event.

‘“When you have a loss like this, it’s
hard not to go inside yourself and say, ‘I
just can’t deal with this,’” Ms. Ciarrocca
said. “But to keep this vision and to keep
coming here where your child was...Lisa
[McNamara] is amazing.”

“I just really needed to do some-
thing,” Mrs. McNamara said. “I couldn’t
let all this happen and just go about my
merry way. I felt this is why Liam came
to us. This is why he was here.”

Baby Liam

‘Touching’ Play, Letting Go, Seen
As Therapeutic for Grieving Family

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK – Approximately 10 years
ago, when Clark resident Marylee
Terrano wrote her first play, Letting Go,
it was a two-act, 18-character play.

“The Women’s Theater Company of
New Jersey was excited to develop new
female playwrights’ talent at that time,
so I submitted my first play, and it was
accepted and produced,” she said.

This year, the Women’s Theater Com-
pany of New Jersey presented her play
again, during the first three weekends
of March, at the Parsippany Commu-
nity Center.

For this go-round, however, Ms.
Terrano, during a phone interview, said
she did a massive rewrite, transforming
the work into a 90-minute play, pre-
sented without intermission, and par-
ing it down to a mere eight characters.

“I always see the play as a work in
progress,” she said. “Writing can al-
ways be better.”

The story is based on the death of her
husband’s first wife and its effect on his
young son, Michael Terrano, and the
rest of the blended family.

When Michael, at age 5, had a bal-
loon, he asked if he could send the
balloon up to heaven to his deceased
mother. It was that image that served as
the basis for the play. ‘“There are many
levels of ‘letting go,’” the playwright
explained.

“My husband, Richard [Terrano], had
difficulty in letting go of his dead wife.
I wrote this play for Richard’s son,
Michael, so that both he and my hus-
band could let her go.”

This topic of learning to heal lent
itself to the play’s set design — a split
stage, with half on earth and half in the
“place of adjustment before eternity.”

Despite the serious topic, this is not a
somber play, Ms. Martin insisted.
“There’s lots of laughter through the
pain along the way.”

“So many people tell me they have
been touched by the story of what hap-
pened to us,” Ms. Martin said. ‘“People
come up to me after the show, hug me
and thank me for the ‘nice gift.’ They
even share their stories with me, too.”’

Ms. Terrano was also in front of the
camera, as an actress in daytime soap
operas, including “Ryan’s Hope” and
“One Life to Live,” and television com-
mercials, and on stage performing in
regional theater.

“Marylee Martin,” her stage and pen
name, was even cast in the national
touring company of Godspell, years
ago.

Despite her success as an actor, Ms.
Terrano knew it was impossible to raise

her small daughter, Leighanne, while
traveling in a professional theater com-
pany, so she opted to make her living as
an accountant.

“Accounting is my analytical self;
yet, writing sets the soul free,” she said
of the seemingly antithetical worlds.

Twenty years later, Ms. Terrano is
still an accountant by day and contin-
ues to write in her spare time. “Writers
just have to write,” she explained.

Writing is more than just a creative
outlet for actresses and playwrights.
“You do it because your soul demands
you do it,” she said.

According to the creator, the first
version of Letting Go received “pretty

good” reviews.
“It was my first play, so after it was

produced, I decided I’d better study and
really learn what I was doing,” she said
with a laugh.

She then studied at Columbia Uni-
versity under Susan Charlotte, an award-
winning writer.

Sharing her sense of humor, Ms.
Terrano said that one reviewer was
complimentary overall, but said the
play “wouldn’t win a Pulitzer Prize.”
She jokes about that statement with the
actors and director.

“It may not win the Pulitzer,” she
said, “but it’s doing exactly what I’d
hoped — touching lives.”

Methodist Church Hosts
Trumpet, Organ Concert

VITAL ORGANIST…David Glukh,
holding a piccolo trumpet, and Trent
Johnson, organist, will present an
evening of works written for trumpet
and organ.

WESTFIELD – On Friday, April 4,
at 7:30 p.m., Trent Johnson, director of
music and arts at First United Method-
ist Church in
Westfield, and pic-
colo trumpet player
David Glukh will
present a trumpet
and organ recital at
the First United
Methodist Church.

Mr. Johnson and
Mr. Glukh are both
preparing for a trip
to Kiev, Ukraine,
next month to par-
ticipate in the Kiev
Music Festival.

At the festival,
Mr. Johnson will
have three orches-
tral works pre-
miered, his Trum-
pet Concerto with
David Glukh, his
new Viola Concerto
with violist Brett
Deubner of the New
Jersey Symphony
and a new work for organ and strings.

The concert on April 4, will feature
Mr. Johnson’s Trumpet Concerto and
works by Monteverdi, Piazzola, Joseph
Kosma and others.

Mr. Johnson will perform on the
church’s Aeolian-Skinner and Möller
pipe organs.

Mr. Glukh is originally from Mos-
cow, where he attended Gnesin’s Mu-
sic School. He later immigrated to the
United States and graduated from The
Juilliard School in New York City.

He was formerly principal trumpet

player of Dallas Brass and is currently
bandleader and soloist of the David
Glukh International Ensemble, Klezmer

Ensemble, Wholly
Brass and the Man-
hattan Soloists, as
well as being a
freelance musician
in New York.

Mr. Johnson is an
organist, composer,
pianist and conduc-
tor of the Oratorio
Singers of
Westfield. He is a
graduate of the
Peabody Institute
of the Johns
Hopkins Univer-
sity and The
Juilliard School.

As a composer,
recent premieres
include the
Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s
premiere of The
New Colossus, the
Oratorio Singers’

premiere of his Five Psalms for solo-
ists, chorus and orchestra, as well as the
premiere of his quintet commissioned
by the Cygnus Ensemble at New York
City’s Merkin Concert Hall.

Attendees are asked to contribute a
$10 donation. The church is located at
1 East Broad Street. For information,
call the office at (908) 233-4211 daily
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The church and sanctuary are wheel-
chair-accessible. Parking is available in
the church lot off of Ferris Place, on
adjacent streets and in nearby lots.


