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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Former Classmate of John List, Jr. Recalls Reaction
From Roosevelt School’s Guidance Counselor’s Office

Towns Should Create Safe-Driving
Campaign, Enforced by Tickets

Every SP Spending Increase is Like
‘Throwing More Gasoline on the Fire’

Thank you for the prominent coverage
of John List’s recent passing.

I think everyone who lived in Westfield
at the time has their own story of how the
List murders impacted them. I was a
classmate of John, Jr. at Roosevelt and
knew him and his younger brother, Fred,
through the student council, of which I
was president during the 1971-1972
school year. I attended the family’s fu-
neral at Redeemer Lutheran Church as
the Roosevelt student body’s representa-
tive.

The Westfield Leader’s front-page ar-
ticle on March 27 conveys the shock and
horror that many of us felt when we
learned about the brutal quintuple homi-

cide and List’s subsequent disappearance.
I’d like to share my own recollection of
the List murder aftermath, please.

A day or two after the family’s bodies
were discovered, I was in the Roosevelt
guidance counselor’s office for some rea-
son and was watching the office secretary
go through a stack of computer punch
cards that, at the time, were “state-of-the-
art” technology for grading and printing
report cards. (Each student had a card
with his or her demographic information
on it, and teachers recorded class grades
on separate cards, all of which were then
taken over to the high school, where a
high-speed computer, for its time, pro-
cessed the data on the cards and printed In the interest of improving quality of

life in our towns, let’s kill two birds with
one stone: enforcement of New Jersey
state driving laws. Property taxes are a
killer, and state funding cuts are pro-
jected, so why not fill the gap through
serious ticketing of drivers – residents
and visitors – who routinely drive through
stop signs, fail to signal, don’t yield to
cars or pedestrians, don’t turn on lights in
rain or fog, ignore speed limits and pass-
ing rules and don’t pay attention because
of cell phones and other distractions?

It is in the interest of all to improve the
safety of everyone in our towns, while the
outrageous driving practices we see daily
– and the irresponsibility of some pedes-
trians – are utterly indefensible, so what is
holding back the police? We all moved
here because Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Garwood, Cranford and
Mountainside are charming communities
where adults and children can walk or

ride a bike to school, the train or down-
towns full of shops, restaurants and more.
This is only possible if everyone who
shares the streets and sidewalks makes an
effort to both look and think about others
as we travel – or cross – the road.

As part of an effort to preserve the special
qualities of our towns, why not promote a
safe-driving campaign, enforced by serious
ticketing? It could be dubbed: “We Care
About Our Citizens and Our Visitors, So
Please Follow All Traffic Laws – Violators
Will Be Ticketed.” Who could object? The
same people we see tailgating, passing on
the right and cutting corners at turns want
their own children to be safe walking to
school, so there’s no justification for driv-
ing in any manner that earns them a ticket.

Whether we close our budget gaps or
achieve safety through traffic enforce-
ment, we all come out ahead.

 Pamela Orbach
Westfield

It is often said that those who ignore
history are doomed to repeat it. One can-
not help but see the similarity of the
economic policies of Herbert Hoover,
John McCain, Marie Antoinette and the
team of Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks
and Manager Tom Atkins. Let’s look at
the facts.

In an economic meltdown similar to
what we see today, President Herbert
Hoover let market forces deal with the
stock market crash of 1929. As a result,
former heads of banks and other large
institutions stood on street corners selling
apples to support their families. John
McCain has set his policies for our eco-
nomic problems in accordance with the
policies that produced what was called
the Great Depression of the 1930s. Of
course, Marie Antoinette said, “Let them
eat cake,” when she was told that the
people had no bread to eat. This was a
precursor to the French Revolution in
which her head was cut off.

Mr. Marks and Mr. Atkins want to raise
taxes, for among other things, to add
money to the capital fund, so that Scotch

Plains can pay the down payment for
bonds that may be required in 2012. They
also want to keep the highest surplus in
the town’s history, so that Scotch Plains
can get a good bond rating in 2012 for the
bonds that may be required. If the con-
stant large increases in our local property
taxes keep coming and push seniors to
leave Scotch Plains to be replaced, if at
all, by families with children, we will see
the school component of our taxes sky
rocket.

Mayor Marks and Mr. Atkins will tell
you that the municipal portion of the taxes
is small. While that is true, it is the only
portion they can control, and every in-
crease is like throwing a little more gaso-
line on the fire. They worry about making
Scotch Plains the golf and recreation capi-
tal of Union County. If they keep up their
tax, bond and spend policies, we will not
have time to engage in recreation but will
all have to learn how to knit and sew to
make our own clothing.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

In years past, the final step in a town’s
budget process was to calculate the differ-
ence between anticipated expenses and an-
ticipated revenues, with the result being the
amount needed in property taxes to balance
the budget. This sum becomes the munici-
pal tax levy and is the sole factor in deter-
mining the municipal portion of your prop-
erty tax bill.

Under Governor Corzine’s new 4-per-
cent tax cap rules, calculating the municipal
tax is now an earlier step in the 2008 budget
process, as we struggle to project whether or
not the town will have the additional rev-
enue it needs in 2008 to meet the increase in
costs for the same services provided in the
$36-million budget in 2007.

One of the perverse ironies of the 4-
percent cap, in the name of property tax
reform, is that, in principal, it will tempt
municipalities to propose the maximum tax
increase in years of sub-need, so that the
highest possible tax basis is available for tax
increases in future years when the need may
be very strong.

By rule, a municipality cannot tax its
residents for funds it will not spend in the
current year, so any push in the tax rate that
is necessary to capture the full 4 percent
must also be offset with an equal increase in
spending. Perverse indeed, when the stated
goal of government is to minimize taxes;
however, with the new tax cap, some now
see a strategic need to “max out” the tax
basis yearly and long-term disincentives to
keeping increases below 4 percent.

As we work through the 2008 Westfield
budget, it is clear that the 4-percent maxi-
mum tax increase ($797,000) is in great
need and is in fact insufficient to offset cost

So-Called Property Tax
Reform is a Perverse Irony

increases in just three areas alone: RVSA
sewer charges ($340,000 increase), library
expenses mandated by the state ($173,000
increase) and health insurance premiums
($291,000 increase). At this stage, the bud-
get projects a $1.6-million deficit in deliv-
ering all 2007 services at 2008 prices and a
4-percent tax cap.

The final tax will be closer to a 9.5-
percent increase, as the state has created a
generous loophole for itself in allowing a
tax pass-through directly to our taxpayers of
about 5.7 percent for certain state charges to
the municipality ($800,000) and their re-
duction state aid $(411,000) to our commu-
nity.

The town council’s remaining challenge
is to reduce the deficit by increasing rev-
enues, such as parking fines and other fees,
and decreasing expenses through program,
service and employee reductions. In this
process, government will need to be
downsized and reinvented, and many non-
essential services will be considered for
elimination. Services that local government
will no longer be able to afford or provide
are likely to cost our residents far more on
a private basis per household.

In one of the highest taxed states in the
country, the final irony could be this: though
impossible under the new law, some, if not
many, Westfield residents would be in fa-
vor of a tax increase nominally higher than
4 percent as a way of avoiding even higher
private costs for replacing discontinued
municipal services of importance or useful-
ness to them. And they called it “property
tax reform.”

Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman

Residents Should Vote ‘Yes’
To ‘Continue What Has Been Done’

In relocating back to Westfield in Au-
gust from Massachusetts, we were count-
ing on the excellent school system we
remembered from our own high school
days. Three of our daughters started at
McKinley School, Edison Intermediate
and Westfield High School in September,
and we can attest that the constant com-
mitment to quality education is alive and
well in the Westfield Schools.

We have encountered energetic, tal-
ented and available teachers who make a
difference on a daily basis; a wide range of
high school course offerings; programs
designed to meet the varied interests and
aptitudes of the student body; devoted
middle-school guidance counselors who
smoothed the transition as we switched
schools; an elementary-school principal
whose presence in the school, on the play-
ground and in the halls gives our daughter
a sense of support and confidence to do her
best; librarians who take time to pull books
to feed a reader’s passion; a music pro-
gram that nurtures new skill and grows
ability; varsity athletics that value aca-

demics and foster commitment and team
pride; an impressive focus on technology-
enabled learning and support and parent
organizations and individuals who give of
their resources and time endlessly. These
are just a sampling of the depth of pro-
gramming, administration and quality staff
we have seen in our first year returning to
Westfield. Please join us in April to pass
the budget.

This year, you are not voting to choose
to add a program or build a structure, but
you are saying “yes” to continuing what is
already being done. In a time when we are
all trying to make dollars go further and
every cent count, the schools find them-
selves in the same position. “Yes” means
you support what is being done today and
want the same for tomorrow. Vote “yes”
April 15 to support the school system that
produces the invaluable experience of a
total education for the children of
Westfield.

Mary and Dennis Reilly
Westfield

the grade reports.)
The secretary was openly crying as she

went through the deck of cards to find just
two of them: one each for John and Fred
List. She put them aside and continued to
cry. John and Fred would not be getting
report cards that marking period.

For some reason, this simple adminis-
trative action made it very clear to me that
two Roosevelt students were no longer
with us.

Thirty-seven years later, this small act
is what I recall first when I think about the
List family murders.

Andrew Karp
Sonoma, Calif.

Former WF Resident Kept Scrapbook Of Stories
On John List Murders, Saved All Related Articles

I grew up in Westfield, attended all the
schools and moved from there about three
years ago. I always had the fascination in
the List case, as did everyone in Westfield.
I saved all articles in the paper pertaining
to the List murders. I bought a T-shirt at
his trial that said, “Hi, I am Bob Clark”
[John List’s pseudonym]. I was in touch
with Ann Rule, a famous writer of “True
Life Murders.” I told her I had all the
articles and would be happy to send them
to her to write a book on John List.

She was in the middle of writing the
books “Small Sacrifices and a Stranger
Beside Me,” the story of Ted Bundy.
Anyway, as years went by, I never lost
interest in the case. I purchased many
photos of the List house, the murder scene
and John List’s mug shot. I have kept all
these in scrapbooks, not sharing them
with anyone while he was still living. I
also had purchased the book List co-
authored while he was in jail. I had also
been to Frankenmuth, Mich., to see his

family plot, where he will never be bur-
ied, nor in Westfield either.

It’s sad when one takes the lives of so
many family members and sad, too, for
John List that no one claimed his body.

Jennifer Lee
Castle Hayne, N.C.

Editor’s Note: Mrs. Lee sent her com-
plete collection to The Westfield Leader
this week for care and public archiving.
We’re reviewing how to proceed.

Lesniak Ripped GW for
His Law Firm’s Interest

Here is a Paul Harvey “The Rest of the
Story” moment. But instead of something
inspirational or uplifting, this, unfortunately,
reveals greed, arrogance and abuse of power.

As you may be aware, the New Jersey
State Legislature is considering cutting
state aid to small towns under 10,000 popu-
lation, of which my Garwood is among
them. This is in order to address our state’s
fiscal crisis problems. An elected Garwood
borough official expressing concern for
Garwood’s constituents reached out to the
local senators and assemblymen covering
this area. The assemblymen showed com-
passion. However, one senator, Senator
[Ray] Lesniak, decided to write an edito-
rial in the March 6 edition of the Star-
Ledger’s New Jersey section. Although
the town wasn’t mentioned by name, he
noted our 0.8-square-mile size and the loss
of $350,000 in aid, and used our concerned
“borough official” and our Garwood as an
example of how small towns don’t want to
help themselves. He said we had a large
development proposed that would bring in
large ratables, but our planning board had
turned it down, with Senator Lesniak stat-
ing, “This town chose higher property
taxes because development proposals
weren’t quite what it wanted.”

And now “the rest of the story.” The
development, which Senator Lesniak
claimed was beneficial to Garwood, was
located on a back neighborhood off the
main streets. Where nine houses are al-
lowed, the developer proposed to put 47
apartment units in a three-story building,
with underground parking for 95 automo-
biles. Indeed, Garwood would have gar-
nered $400,000 in ratables but at what
cost? The neighborhood is zoned for two-
family homes and is mostly Cape Cods.
But the real dirt lies beneath this project.
This developer was using a local legal firm
as his application attorney. Three months
before the application was to be heard, the
applicant changed his law firm to a firm by
the name of “Weiner Lesniak.” Senator
Lesniak is the principal. Two months be-
fore the hearing, a $7,500 donation was
given by the project applicant to Senator
Lesniak’s political committee. It appeared
to Garwood that Senator Lesniak was pos-
sibly strong-arming himself into this ap-
plication to make good money off of the
applicant and Garwood. He then sent his
best lawyer to the hearing; but, alas, the
Garwood planning board turned it down.

A few years ago, Senator Lesniak
bragged to the Star-Ledger that he is the
“political boss” of the area. He “controls”
elections, political appointments and
which developments are for the towns in
his so-called kingdom. He has become
quite good at his destruction on the resi-
dents, all to his financial gain. He has
wrested control of our Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority over the years. His
Weiner Lesniak legal billings went from
$80,000 to $500,000 in 10 years, all paid
by tax monies. He was able to manipulate
his nephew into the Union County
manager’s job, now paying $155,000 per
year. This fellow had no experience or
education for this position 12 years ago
and still doesn’t. County taxes have sky-
rocketed 70 percent since year 2000 as
pay-to-play, cronyism, lawsuits and nepo-
tism run rampant at the county. And col-
lateral damage occurs as the county
manager’s wife had a good-paying county
job, and even his mother-in-law is on the
county payroll, where another hard-
pressed senior could have had that job.

Senator Lesniak has feathered his nest
lucratively for himself, his law firm and
his relatives. How many towns have re-
fused his self-serving greed and now have
his wrath for their resistance, going so far
as him using Garwood as some kind of
example? And now you have the rest of
the story.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Lt. Colonel Thanks
Paper For Iraq Call

I truly appreciate you and your staff for
their interest in talking to me here in Iraq.
I think it is terribly important to get the
message out.

The entire Westfield community and
surrounding areas have been stupendous
with their support. It is truly special the
friendships I have made.

I look forward to visiting upon my
return.

Lt. Col. Timothy Whalen

Bramnick, Angelini  Promote
Bill Banning Dual-Office Holding

Several recent newspapers reports show
that the practice of dual-office holding is
very much alive and well in New Jersey.

The Legislature should act on the
Bramnick-Angelini bill, putting an imme-
diate halt to the practice of dual-office hold-
ing.

The dual-office-holding ban never should
have included a grandfathering clause in the
first place. When a practice is wrong, and it
is costing the taxpayers money, it should be
stopped as soon as possible, and there is no
excuse for allowing people to continue in
these dual roles.

The Bramnick-Angelini bill, A-2456, re-
moves the provision of the current law,
which permits a member of the Legislature
who held more than one elective public
office on February 1, 2008, to continue to
hold those offices. Under our bill, a legisla-
tor must either resign from the Legislature,
or remain as a member of the Legislature

but resign all other elective public offices,
within 14 days after the bill’s enactment.

The Gloucester County Times, Tuesday,
reported that Senator Stephen Sweeney,
who announced last year that he would not
seek another term on the Gloucester County
freeholder board, has changed his mind and
will move forward in his bid for re-election.
A Star-Ledger story last week showed that
there has actually been an increase in the
number of dual-office holders since the
bill’s enactment.

Some officials had indicated that they
would voluntarily comply with the spirit of
the new law by stepping down from their
posts, but they have now backed away from
those promises. Exempting current dual-
office holders from this ban will only allow
the problem to continue to fester, and we
need to put a stop to it now.

Asm. Jon Bramnick, LD-21
Asw. Mary Pat Angelini, LD-11

It’s April Fools Day
“The first of April is the day we remember what we

are the other 364 days of the year.” — Mark Twain.
This Tuesday, most residents were careful about

believing what they heard or saw because of April
Fool’s Day. They didn’t want to get hooked by a
prank. We were careful that day, too,
about believing press releases sent to
us. One that we received was about
Senator Stephen Sweeney, Senate
Majority Leader, Gloucester County
Freeholder and Iron Workers Union
Treasurer (all the same person). We
were sure it was a joke.

The April Fool’s Day tradition is
thought to have started in France
around 1582. Prior to that, the New
Year was celebrated for eight days,
beginning on March 25 and ending
on April 1. Charles IX changed the
calendar then. The Gregorian calen-
dar was introduced, and New Year’s
Day was moved to January 1.

However, news back then traveled
by foot, and many did not learn of the calendar
change for several years. Others refused to accept
the new calendar and continued to celebrate the New
Year on April 1. The populace labeled these people

as “fools” and subjected them to ridicule. They were
made the butt of practical jokes.

This tradition of pranks on the first day of April
spread to England and Scotland in the 18th century
and was then introduced to the American colonies.

For the most part, April Fool’s Day is
supposed to be a funfest where some
carry out their brand of humor at the
expense of others.

Pranks on April Fool’s Day range
from simply saying, “Your shoe’s
untied!” or perhaps setting a
roommate’s alarm clock back an hour.
Whatever the gag, the trickster ends it
by yelling to his victim, “April Fool!”

The joke: Seems that Senator
Sweeney campaigned for election last
fall, promising to end his double-
dipping ways and resign as county
freeholder if elected senator. On April
1, he reneged on his promise and
again will seek re-election as free-
holder.

Were Samuel Langhorne Clemens alive today, he
might revise his statement — “The first of April is the
day New Jerseyans remember that they are fools 365
days of the year.”

Mark Twain

Letters to the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cachinnate – To laugh loudly or too

much
2. Scorper – A jeweler’s gouging tool

used for engraving metal
3. Vogie – Cheerful; merry
4. Vitric – Having the nature of glass

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCORIA
1. An outer covering of a plant
2. A film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. The slag or refuse left after the metal

has been smelted from the ore
4. A mild form of smallpox

OLECRANON
1. The upper part of the hind leg of a

horse
2. The part of the ulna projecting be-

yond the elbow joint
3. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
4. The governor of a province in the

Turkish empire
CIERGE

1. A large pole used to motivate a raft
down a stream

2. The siphon-like part which allows a
mosquito to draw blood from its prey

3. A wax candle
4. Pain in the bladder

BOREGAT
1. The rock trout of California
2. A land crab
3. A war horse
4. Harsh in taste, acrid


