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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Former Goya Executive Joins
GOP Race for U.S. Senate

Andy Unanue, the former chief
operating officer at Goya Foods, has
joined the race for the Republican
nomination for United States Senate,
according to The Star-Ledger. The
paper reported that the candidate and
his father, Joseph, were fired in 2004,
as Goya vice-president and president,
respectively. Allegations were made
in a lawsuit that Mr. Unanue “came to
work drunk at least five times.” The
candidate denied the report but said,
during a trial, he arrived for work
“hung over” and that he “drank a lot
during company parties.” He said his
firing was the result of “a family
dispute.”

In announcing his campaign, he
said he would like to use his “busi-
ness experience to strengthen our
economy and create more and better-
paying jobs” in the U.S. Senate.

He was also given the party line in
Cape May County, which does not
hold a convention for the June Pri-
mary, and won the Monmouth County
convention for its line.

He joins state Senator Joe
Pennacchio (LD-26, Morris Plains)
and Ramapo College finance profes-
sor Murray Sabrin in the GOP race.
Anne Estabrook dropped out after
suffering a minor stroke.

Princeton Businessman Opts
Not to Enter GOP Senate Race
Politickernj.com has reported that

Princeton businessman John Crowley
has decided not to enter the Republi-
can Primary race for the United States
Senate seat held by Democrat Frank
Lautenberg. Mr. Lautenberg is seek-
ing a fifth term. Mr. Crowley is presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
Amicus Therapeutics, a clinical-stage
biopharmaceutical company in
Princeton.

Ex-Glen Ridge Mayor Looks
To Have Corzine Recalled

Former Glen Ridge Mayor Carl
Bergmanson has filed notice with the
state Attorney General’s office to have
Jon Corzine recalled as New Jersey
Governor, according to The Star-Led-
ger. The effort is the first since the state

passed the recall law in 1995. Mr.
Bergmanson would need 25 percent
of the state’s registered voters, about
1.2-million voters, to sign in order to
get a recall question on the November
election ballot. He has launched a
website, recallcorzinenow.com.

Mr. Bergmanson was previously
known for trying to get Pluto rein-
stated as an official planet, The Led-
ger reported.

Two State Dept. Employees
Fired Over Passport Flap

Two State Department workers
were fired last month for improperly
accessing the passport files of Presi-
dential candidates Barack Obama,
Hillary Clinton, both Democrats, and
Republican John McCain. All three
are United States Senators.

Byrne Won’t Challenge
Lautenberg in Primary

Former Democratic State Chair-
man Tom Byrne has announced he
will not challenge United States Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg in the June Pri-
mary. A financial consultant, Mr.
Byrne is the son of former Governor
Brendan Byrne.

Hussein Agency Paid
For Trip by Congressmen

An official with a Michigan char-
ity was charged with setting up a trip
for three United States Congress-
men that was paid by Saddam
Hussein’s intelligence agency, ac-
cording to The New York Times. The
lawmakers are Democratic Reps. Jim
McDermott of Washington, David
Bonior of Michigan and Mike Th-
ompson of California.

According to the story, Iraqi intelli-
gence officials allegedly paid for the
trip through an intermediary and re-
warded the charity official, Muthanna
Al-Hanooti, with two-million barrels
of Iraqi oil. None of the congressmen
were charged. Officials said they had
no information that the congressmen
knew who paid for the trip.

Obama Leads Clinton
By 10 Points in Poll

A new national poll puts Barack
Obama up 49 to 39 percent over
Hillary Clinton in their race for the
Democratic Party nomination for
President, according to the Associ-
ated Press.

The Pew Research Center poll was
conducted March 19 to 22, and in-
volved phone interviews with 1,503
adults, including 618 Democratic and
Democratic-leaning registered vot-
ers.

Mr. Obama leads in total delegates
over Mrs. Clinton, 1,629 to 1,497,
according to RealClearPolitics.com.
A total of 2,025 are needed for the
nomination. John McCain has cap-
tured the 1,191 delegates for the Re-
publican nomination.

READING IS FUN…State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) takes
part in the Read Across America event at Barnes & Noble on Mar. 3, in Springfield.
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         A Taste of Temple Sholom-          
      Prospective Member & Religious School Open House. 

                              Come Experience a Sunday Morning with us! 

UC High School. Sunday, April 6th
 9:30am-noon  

 

Meet the Rabbi, Director of Education, and teachers. Get a look 

at our school in action! Take part in our classes & experience our 

innovative & meaningful Jewish learning. Programs for adults too!   
           

 

 

At Passover we say... 

“Let all who are hungry come and eat.” 

Hungry for Judaism?  
Please join us for the second Seder. 

All are welcome Sunday, April 20th at 6:00 pm 

Please call to reserve a seat & for payment information. 

 
Temple Sholom      A Reform Congregation 

          LaGrande and Martine Avenues, Fanwood 

         Mailing Address: P.O. Box 539, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 
         908-889-4900 (phone) temple@sholomnj.org (e-mail) 

                 www.sholomnj.org (website) 908-889-9920 (fax) 
 

                           Please RSVP for both events! 
 

Operation Red Shield
Celebrates Fifth Anniversary

Golfers Say Fees Too High to
Attract Non-County Residents

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Representatives of
Union County’s golf courses told the
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Thurs-
day, that increasing golf fees at the
county’s three public courses and priva-
tizing the facilities would lead to less
golfers and reduced revenue. The free-
holders approved higher rates as part of
an overall ordinance on county recre-
ation facilities.

Some residents said out-of-county
rates are too high and, thus, do not bring
in as many golfers to Union County
courses.

“If our rates were a little bit lower, we
probably would get more golfers,” said
Cranford resident Lavinia Ruby, who
heads the Galloping Hill Woman’s Golf
Club Association.

“It’s (out-of-state resident fees) just
really, really high,” said Cranford resi-
dent Jeff Reisel, president of the Ash
Brook Golf Association. He said with
the new fee structure, “[Union County]
is getting pretty close to resort rates.
You’re not going to get anyone at a
public course.”

Noting the obesity problem in the
country, Laura DeMichelle of Eliza-
beth said she believes with higher golf
fees, the freeholders are “discouraging
exercise.”

Under the newly approved rates, daily
green fees at the courses will rise by $5,
to $27 on weekdays and $29 on week-
ends for county residents. County se-
nior citizens will now pay $16 and $29,
respectively, an increase of $5 and $2.
County organizations will now be
charged $55 on weekdays, an increase
of $22 from last year, and $60 on week-
ends. Shotgun starts will jump $20, to
$70 on weekdays and $75 on week-
ends.

Twilight golf fees are going up $5, to
$23 on weeknights and $24 on week-
ends. Seniors will pay $13 on week-
nights and $22 for weekends, an in-
crease of $2 and $4, respectively.

Out-of-county adult golf fees were
raised to $58 for weekdays and week-
ends. Last year’s fees were $48 for
weekdays and $54 for weekends. Out-
of-state residents will pay $70 on week-
days and $110 on weekends, $10 over
last year.

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
said the county had to increase the fees
to eliminate a deficit in the operations.
County Manager George Devanney has
said the county’s courses lost half a
million dollars last year.

Elizabeth resident Jerry Goldman,
who has been active with the Oak Ridge
Golf Course in Clark, said the county
should better promote its golf courses
to out-of-county residents. He said golf-
ers could play the whole day for the one
price.

“They can play more golf for the
same price,” he said. “But you have to
advertise. They have to know.”

On the issue of privatization, which

Mr. Estrada said is being considered as
a long-term solution, Mr. Reisel said
the county should turn to its courses’
golf officials for options to attract more
golfers. He said these professionals have
suggestions such as increased youth
programs and leagues.

“There are a lot of options out there
to get rounds up,” Mr. Reisel said.

He said if the freeholders opt to priva-
tize the golf courses, “give it two or
three years, and you’ll be back to your
golf professionals [running the
courses].”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth said golf is declining around the
country, not just in Union County.

He also said the county’s problem is
not weekend use, but weekdays, “when
the courses are empty.”

Freeholder Estrada told The Westfield
Leader, “We have to entertain [other
options] to have profitable golf opera-
tions.”

Another issue raised was the county’s
annual contract with Goose Control
Technology of New Jersey, Inc., of
Metuchen. The $38,000 contract, ap-
proved by the board, is for management
of the county’s Canadian goose popu-
lation at county parks.

Valerie Argenal of Rahway urged the
county to utilize the “free” services of
Geese Peace for non-violent ways to
address the goose problem. She urged
the county to post signs for park users
not to feed the waterfowl.

“I see the geese everywhere, and
killing them is just not the answer,” she
said.

Mr. Devanney said the county has
“put together a comprehensive plan” to
reduce the goose population. “The
goose numbers are going down.” He
said a few years ago, the county imple-
mented a “reduction” program whereby
the goose population was cut by 800.

On another matter, Tina Renna of
Cranford, president of the Union County
Watchdog Association, said she no-
ticed that Mr. Devanney’s office had
been “remodeled.”

“[Small town governing bodies] don’t
know how they are going to make ends
meet, and you have the county
manager’s office remodeled?” Mrs.
Renna questioned.

In response, Mr. Estrada questioned
Mrs. Renna on calling the project a
remodel. He said it was done for “secu-
rity reasons.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he would like Union County to
follow the lead of other counties, such
as Hunterdon, which has lowered their
tax levies.

Westfield resident Lance Cook asked
the freeholders to “do all you can to
reduce taxes” by looking “at every line
item.”

The next freeholder committee meet-
ing on the proposed $414-million bud-
get and $254 million tax levy is Wednes-
day, April 16, at 5 p.m. at the county
administration building in Elizabeth.

WESTFIELD — Operation Red
Shield came into being in the first few
days of “Operation Iraqi Freedom.”
According to Major Donald Berry,
New Jersey State Commander of the
Salvation Army, “The program, which
is now five years old, is but another
page in the history of the Salvation
Army’s ministry to members of the
armed forces and their families dating
back to the Spanish American War
when Salvation Army officers
accompanied troops to the Philippine
Islands.”

Deployment kits, containing
personal care items, have been an
important piece of the Operation Red
Shield initiative since the program’s
founding five years ago and more
than 7,000 kits have been distributed
to date. Operation Red Shield is not
limited to the distribution of
deployment kits. Emergency
financial assistance to families for

utility bills, rent and mortgage
payments, medical bills and other
essential items is made available on
a case-by-case basis. To date,
$500,000 in aid has been provided to
service families.

Stuffed toys, popular with children
of all ages, have been distributed in
large numbers through Operation
Red Shield to children of armed
forces members. Others have been
shipped to soldiers, then given to
Iraqi children who, in return, have
pointed out potential hazards to the
soldiers.

Steps are underway to supply kits
to the members of the New Jersey
Army National Guard as they prepare
for a major mobilization by mid-2008.
Individuals and organizations wishing
to assist in meeting the demand for
deployment kits should drop off travel
sized toiletries at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

Environmental Panel Urges
Turning Off Idling Cars

FANWOOD — Gary Szelc, chair-
man of Fanwood’s Environmental
Commission, asks residents to turnoo
idling car engines.

“Vehicle exhaust is the leading
source of hazardous air pollution in
our state. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school zones are a popular place for
idling cars and school buses to line up
to drop off or pick up students,” Mr.
Szelc said. “Unfortunately, these are
areas where idling can cause the great-
est harm to children, who breathe in
more exhaust because they are closer
to tailpipe level and because they
breathe at a faster rate than adults.
And those sitting inside their vehicles
are not immune from the danger.”

State law already prohibits idling

for longer than three minutes, but
environmental experts strongly rec-
ommend turning off the engine when-
ever a vehicle is stopped for more
than 10 seconds, according to the
environmental commission.

Fanwood’s volunteer environmen-
tal commission has seven members
appointed by the mayor. Its is the
watchdog of the borough’s natural
resources. Recent projects include the
updating of the borough’s Environ-
mental Resource Inventory and the
2nd Annual Great Fanwood Bird
Count in February. The Commission’s
next monthly meeting is Thursday,
April 17 at 7:30 p.m. and the public is
welcome to attend. For information,
visit fanwoodec.org.

Name

Address

City                                                    State

Zip                        Telephone

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
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