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ON THE MOVE...The Little Shop of Comics is greeted during their move
to their new location at 393 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.  Pictured, left
to right, are: Township Prosecutor Tom Russo, Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA) President Frank DiLollo, owners Lena
and Steve Olsen and SPBPA Vice President Ray Pardon.

Corrections
A photo caption on page 2 in the

March 27 issue incorrectly identified
Mountainside Fire Chief Neil Will-
iams as being in the photo when, in
fact, it was construction official
George McGrath, pictured on the left.

In a front-page article on March 20
on the concept of merging munici-
palities, it was incorrectly stated that
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have a
shared fire department and rescue
squad. They have separate volunteer
fire departments and rescue squads.

SPFD Receives $5,000 Boost
For Equipment, Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rapid Inter-
vention Team (RIT) members in
Scotch Plains, who during emergency
operations arrive at the scene to sup-
port the potential rescue of firefighters
in danger, received a boost from a
grant earmarked for equipment and
training.

Commerce Insurance Services, Inc.
and Fireman’s Fund Insurance Com-
pany partnered to award the Scotch
Plains Fire Department a $5,000 grant.
Specifically, grant funds will be used
to train departmental firefighters,
through a standardized program cre-
ated by Union County, on proper rapid
intervention techniques. In addition,
funds will purchase rescue ropes, forc-
ible entry tools and bolt cutters to
support rescue efforts.

 “Under state regulations, if I send
two firefighters into a building, I must
provide two firefighters outside whose
sole responsibility is to rescue the
firefighters in the building should they
get trapped,” said Scotch Plains Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis. “In Union
County, because of our mutual aid
system, those firefighters often come

from surrounding departments, so it’s
critical our firefighters receive the
same training as firefighters from
neighboring departments. This grant
will allow that to take place.”

 “Firefighters put themselves in
grave danger everyday,” said Michael
Avalone, vice president of Commerce
Insurance Services. “It’s critical they
have the proper training and tools to
do their jobs safely. The result is a
community whose residents and prop-
erty are better protected.”

The grant package is part of a na-
tionwide program called Fireman’s
Fund Heritage which is funded by
Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company.
The program is designed to provide
needed equipment, training and edu-
cational tools to local fire depart-
ments. Since 2004, Fireman’s Fund
has issued grants to hundreds of dif-
ferent departments totaling over $17
million. Independent insurance agen-
cies/brokers that sell Fireman’s Fund
products, like Commerce Insurance
Services, are able to direct these grants
to support fire stations in their com-
munities.

phone company in order to bring com-
petition to the country. As a result,
New Zealand now has seven phone
companies and one of the world’s
best communications systems. The
new government also ended regula-
tions on agriculture, leading to New
Zealand becoming the world’s num-
ber one source for dairy products and
among the top three for meats, he
said.

Mr. Lonegan continued his world
discussion with Ireland. He talked
about how it overcame the economic
problems it had in the 1980s. When a
new conservative government was
elected, the first thing it did was cut
taxes and eventually cut the govern-
ment by 40 percent. As a result, he
said, Ireland currently has the num-
ber one economy in all of Europe.

He explained that these countries
had success with the American model
of capitalism because officials under-
stood its principles. Mr. Lonegan de-
scribed these principles as personal
choice, voluntary market exchange,
freedom to enter and compete and pro-
tection of people and property. He gave
an example of corruption in New Jersey
by discussing State Senator Joe Vitale’s
(LD-19, Woodbridge) proposed, uni-
versal health insurance program.

Mr. Lonegan also said Gov. Corzine
is attempting to create the Thomas
Edison Commission, which would
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Lonegan
decide on which businesses and in-
ventors enter the state.

He then described that because of
taxation, New Jersey is the 50th worst
state to start up a small business.

He ended his speech by saying that
anti-capitalistic countries, such as
Russia, are adopting capitalistic ten-
dencies.

He said the state was “yearning to
return to its roots,” when it had been
the least taxed state in the union, and
the only way to do so was a return to
capitalism.

Afterwards, there was a question-
and-answer segment, in which resi-
dents voiced their concerns about the
control of local government. The most
vocal words were against Gov.
Corzine, saying that, “He [Corzine]
has no regard for the working-class
people, and he has no will.” One
member of the public asked if he
could be taken out of office.

As the evening ended, many of the
attendees were pleased by Mr.
Lonegan’s words. “He had good ideas.
He really calls for more basic govern-
ment principles,” said Harry McNally
of Fanwood.

“He was very compelling and re-
ally spoke for citizen activism,”
Fanwood resident Monica Felsing
said. “The government of New Jersey
is the real problem people need to
fix.”

Jail Guard, Maintenance
Worker Indicted in Scheme
ELIZABETH – A corrections of-

ficer, a maintenance worker, four in-
mates and the girlfriend of one of the
inmates were named last week in a
19-count indictment for allegedly
smuggling tobacco in to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, according to
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow. The indictment was
handed up by a grand jury last
Wednesday afternoon, after press
deadline. An indictment is a list of
charges that must be proven in a court
of law.

According to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, Corrections Officer Stephen
Matthews, 48, of Union was indicted
for three counts of bribery, three
counts of official misconduct and one
count of conspiracy to commit brib-
ery and/or official misconduct.

Also indicted was Joseph Pecoraro,
37, of Elizabeth, a senior mainte-
nance worker at the Union County
jail, authorities said. Pecoraro is fac-
ing two counts of bribery, two counts
of official misconduct, two counts of
conspiracy to commit bribery and/or
official misconduct, as well as one
count of providing an electronic de-
vice, the prosecutor’s office said.

Both men were suspended without
pay from their jobs in August when
the charges first surfaced.

Four inmates were also named in
the indictment, as was the girlfriend
of one of the inmates. They are: Jer-
emy Watson, 22, of Plainfield, who
was convicted of murder after a trial
last month; Abdul Griggs, 36, of
Piscataway and Shariff Raymond, 27,
of Elizabeth, both awaiting trial for
murder in separate cases; Jadon
Russell, 29, of Linden, who was re-
cently convicted of drug and weap-
ons charges, and Watson’s girlfriend,
Kelly Spicer, 36, of Elizabeth, law

enforcement officials said.
According to Union County Assis-

tant Prosecutor William Kolano, who
heads up the office’s Special Pros-
ecution Unit, Matthews and Pecoraro
were accused of smuggling tobacco
products and a cell phone into the jail
over a five-month period last year. He
said Watson was running a lucrative
underground sales network with the
assistance of Griggs, Russell and
Raymond.

“The contraband consisted of
Marlboro cigarettes and Bugler loose
tobacco,” Mr. Kolano said. “Watson
and his cohorts were selling the
smuggled goods to other inmates for a
large profit. Spicer acted as the outside
link between the inmates and the pub-
lic employees by providing the money
to pay off Matthews and Pecoraro for
their part in the operation. On three
different occasions Spicer left the
money in Matthews’ late-model Lexus
SUV, which was parked in the Union
County parking lot.”

Lieutenant Robert McGuire of the
Union County Police Department and
Investigator Donald Johnson of the
Union County Department of Cor-
rections Internal Affairs Unit headed
up the investigation.

“The investigation involved exten-
sive surveillance and detailed moni-
toring of movements among the play-
ers,” Mr. Kolano said. “In less than
two months, Lieutenant McGuire and
Investigator Johnson had built a solid
case.”

“The motivation for the charges
listed in the indictment was simple
greed,” Mr. Romankow said. “It is
another troubling chapter in the his-
tory of the Union County jail as it
existed prior to the changes that were
put into effect as a result of the es-
capes in December, 2007.”

Westfield Police Receive
Shooter Response Training

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — With students in
the district on spring break, the
Westfield Police Department utilized
Westfield High School to conduct
active shooter response training this
past week.

Developed after analyzing lessons
learned from the shootings at Colum-
bine High School in Colorado in 1999,
active shooter response training is
meant to teach police officers tactics
for responding to situations such as a
shooter in a school.

After the tragedy at Columbine,
law enforcement officials realized that
standard procedures, such as nego-
tiation and waiting for specialized
units to arrive, could actually do more
harm than good when dealing with
assailants who are intent upon harm-
ing other individuals.

“Now the way that these [active
shooter situations] are viewed and
the way that law enforcement re-
sponds to them is different,” Westfield
Police Captain David Wayman said.

When an active shooter is present,
police officers are now trained to as-
semble into teams and enter the build-
ing in order to contain and neutralize
the threat to prevent further injuries
or loss of life.

Officers undergoing the training
first received classroom instruction
on tactics to use when responding to
an active shooter. Secondly, they
employed hands-on training with the
tools and equipment they would use
to react to an active shooter. The
exercises included practicing door
breaching techniques at a specially
designed breaching cage to simulate

different types of locked doors that
officers may encounter.

The officers practiced a number of
different scenarios, from room clear-
ing to dealing with wounded victims
to hidden and multiple shooters.

Since these situations may present
circumstances beyond what police
officers encounter on a day-to-day
basis, special weapons and tools are
necessary. In addition to standard
shotgun training that all officers un-
dergo, the Westfield Police
Department’s Emergency Services
Unit is equipped with AR-15 rifles.

The department also recently ob-
tained five sets of breaching tools
through a Homeland Security grant.
These tools are used to gain entry to
locked or barricaded buildings.

In addition, Capt. Wayman said the
department has acquired blueprints
to all of the public and county schools
in the district, and the town and board
of education are working on an e-
alert system to notify parents of situ-
ations at the schools.

All officers in the department will
undergo training during the week,
and officials hope this will give them
an overview of the tactics necessary
to deal with active shooter situations.

“Over the course of the eight days
of training, everyone will be trained
in the active shooter and in the breach-
ing tools,” said Capt. Wayman.

Capt. Wayman said that he was
pleased with the cooperation of school
officials in making the high school
available to them for training. He also
credited his fellow officers for their
eagerness to participate in the pro-
gram.

“Every officer realizes the impor-
tance of not only being able to pro-
vide service for the town in which
they work, but it [an active shooter]
could happen anywhere,” said Capt.
Wayman.

In addition to the training being
conducted at the high school, eight
officers in the department have also
attended a two-day active shooter re-
sponse course run by the Union
County Emergency Response Team.
Police Chief John Parizeau said that
the department hopes to send more
officers to the county training pro-
gram in the future.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood

Saturday, March 29, Michael J.
Krasnor, 23, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Garwood after a motor vehicle stop on
the 400 block of LaGrande Avenue.
According to police, he posted bail and
was released.

Sunday, March 30, Khanh M.
Nguyen, 23, of Blackwood was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Mullica
Township after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. According to police, he
posted bail and was released.

Sunday, March 30, a Fanwood resi-
dent reported that while she was shop-
ping in an establishment on the 100
block of South Avenue, someone re-
moved her purse from her shopping
cart.

Monday, March 31, Kimber J. Tho-
mas, 27, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was ar-
rested on an outstanding Scotch Plains
warrant after a field investigation. Ac-
cording to police, she posted bail and
was released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 24, a resident of

Plainfield Avenue reported that some-
one obtained personal information
about him and opened a credit card in
his name without authorization.

Monday, March 24, an owner of a
Route 22 business reported that some-
one removed several hundred dollars in
merchandise without paying.

Tuesday, March 25, police received a
report that someone ordered $40 worth
of gas from a Route 22 gas station and
fled after trying to pay with a stolen
credit card.

Tuesday, March 25, James Brown,
37, of East Orange was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 27, Alejandro
Gonzalez, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 27, Bruce Edwards,
54, of Blairstown was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, March 30, Beth Nugent, 44,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. Accord-
ing to police, she was processed and
released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 25, a Globe Avenue

resident reported that someone removed
approximately 1,000 pounds of scrap
metal from a container in the rear of the
property. According to police, 10 coun-
terweights also were removed. The ap-
proximate value of the stolen items is
$1,200, police said.

Tuesday, March 25, Tyrone A. Gar-
ner, 48, of Jersey City was arrested at

the Hudson County jail on outstanding
warrants in the amount of $580.

Wednesday, March 26, Ryan P. Priest,
18, of Berkeley Heights was arrested
and charged with underage driving
while intoxicated (DWI) and refusal to
submit to a breath test after being in-
volved in two motor vehicle accidents.
According to police, Priest also was
issued summonses for careless driving
and unsafe lane change. He was re-
leased pending a court date, police said.

Thursday, March 27, police re-
sponded to a report of a hit-and-run
accident on Route 22. According to
police, the victim was traveling in the
left lane when a small, black
Volkswagen entered the roadway, strik-
ing his vehicle on the passenger side.
The victim was able to get the other
driver’s license plate number before
the driver fled, police said.

Thursday, March 27, a Summit Av-
enue dentist reported that someone en-
tered her unlocked office through an
adjacent hallway and removed her
laptop when she stepped out of the
office for approximately three minutes.
According to police, two receptionists
stationed to the right of the office said
they did not see or hear anything un-
usual.

Friday, March 28, Dwayne E. Howell,
40, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on an outstanding
warrant.

Saturday, March 29, Patrick M.
Blewitt, 33, of South Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI after
being involved in a single car motor
vehicle accident on Route 22. Accord-
ing to police, he also was issued sum-
monses for unsafe lane change, care-
less driving and driving while sus-
pended. He additionally was charged
with outstanding warrants out of Hill-
side and Roselle Park.

Saturday, March 29, an employer at
a Route 22 tennis club reported that
someone removed $1,700 from a
cashbox in his office. According to po-
lice, the victim returned from a tennis
lesson and found the cashbox opened
and the money removed. The victim
stated that he is the only one who touches
the box and that any fingerprints on the
box other than his would most likely be
those of the suspect, police said.

Sunday, March 30, a resident of Cen-
tral Avenue reported that sometime
overnight someone damaged her mail-
box. According to police, several mail-
boxes in the vicinity were damaged.

Westfield
Tuesday, March 25, Robert Carter,

51, of Westfield was arrested on the 600
block of Stirling Place on an active
traffic warrant from Cranford. He was
released after posting $89 bail.

Saturday, March 29, Adriann N.
Roulhac, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
at Plainfield police headquarters on a
Westfield criminal warrant. She was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
held on $118 bail.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROTECT AND SERVE...Westfield Police Officers undergo training at Westfield
High School during the school’s spring break on March 25. The training is to help
the officers deal with the potential of a gunman being on the loose. Pictured, left
to right, are: Officer Jason Carter, Police Chief John Parizeau and Det. Sgt. John
Rowe.

In other business, the governing
body discussed a proposed resolu-
tion, to be considered at next week’s
regular meeting, pertaining to an “en-
vironmental services” contract cov-
ering the downtown redevelopment
area.

In particular, this measure would
include scoping the “remediation” of
the Livingston-Wilbor site on South
Avenue, which was demolished by
the collapse of a wall of the property
being built next door.

The borough is considering acquir-
ing the property with hopes of selling
to a developer to complete a piece of
the downtown’s ongoing makeover.

Mayor Mahr said determining any
environmental issues at the site, in
addition to other properties to be re-
developed, will help in “closing the
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Fanwood Council
circle of questions that need to be
asked and the public wants answered.”

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
said a public meeting regarding the
Helen Street reconstruction project
was held last week, drawing about
nine residents.

Mr. Pryor said the residents spoke
out against installing sidewalks along
Helen Street between King and Coriel
Streets, citing loss of front yard space
and impacts on landscaping.

Mr. Pryor suggested revising the
scope of work to remove the sidewalk
component.

“In the current financial climate,
you could easily justify it,” he said.

Mayor Mahr asked Mr. Pryor to
“cost estimate” the project without
the sidewalks before a final decision
is made.

“Why would Corzine want the
small towns to disappear?” one par-
ent asked. “People move to small
towns because they don’t want to live
in a big town where services are
stretched and people don’t know their
fellow town citizens.”

Many parents voiced their agree-
ment with Mayor Robert Viglianti,
whose letter to the editor appeared in
last week’s The Scotch Plains -
Fanwood Times. The mayor said,
“We’re sharing plenty of services.
What more can we do?”

Mountainside currently shares
many of its services, including its
health department, tax assessor and
engineer. Students attend Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights as part of a send/receive
agreement.

When presented with the scenario
of Mountainside merging with her
town, Westfield resident Madeline
Gerris said, “Our schools are already
busting at the seams, so I am not sure
where the state would like us to put
more kids.”

Other Westfield citizens admitted
that they had not paid attention to the
funding cuts issue because “it doesn’t
affect us” or had not heard rumors
about merging with Mountainside.

During a gathering of friends in
Cindy Rogers’ Mountainside neigh-
borhood, the subject of funding cuts
came up. “The consensus was that the
small towns were going to get hurt
the most,” Mrs. Rogers said.

“The majority opinion is that pen-
sions are the biggest cost. Policemen

and firemen should always receive
their pensions,” she continued. “How-
ever, there should be a reworking of
the pensions for all other employees,
both local and state.”

“This would never happen in busi-
ness and should not happen in gov-
ernment,” Mrs. Rogers added.

Scotch Plains resident Ken Einhorn,
who owns a local flower shop, told
The Times that, “Lowering my taxes
would be a good thing. But on the
other hand, I think [a merger] would
be bad because people would be dis-
placed out of jobs. You can’t have two
police departments, two tax asses-
sors, two mayors.” He believes the
problem “lies at the state level —
that’s where things should start.” He
pointed to public employees “col-
lecting two or three pensions” and a
need to “get rid of no-show jobs.”

Garwood resident Angelo Alimonti
said, regarding a possibility of merg-
ing with Clark, “It’s good and it’s not
good. There are some communities
that would benefit from it because of
their locales, but Garwood would be
hard because of increasing [school]
enrollment. A place like Winfield
would work because of their small
enrollment, but Garwood would
struggle.

“Plus, Garwood has no home rule
and very little representation in Clark,
which would only get worse in a
merged school district,” he contin-
ued. Garwood students attend Arthur
L. Johnson High School in Clark.

Eric Nierstedt and Fred Rossi con-
tributed to this story.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Region’s Residents
Discuss Town Mergers

Mountainside BOE Adopts
Budget at Emergency Mtg.

By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES and
HORACE CORBIN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of edu-
cation (BOE) adopted its budget for the
2008-2009 school year last Thursday
night. A total of $12.2 million would be
raised in property taxes to fund the plan.
“Today is the last day that we can approve
it,” Business Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin said.

Voters will be asked to decide on the
tax levy and select candidates running for
the board on Tuesday, April 15.

The board planned to act on the budget
on March 25, but its meeting was can-
celled. BOE President John Perrin ex-
plained, “Our regularly scheduled meet-
ing was unable to occur because we didn’t
have a quorum” (four of the seven board
members are required to attend).

The total expenditures proposed for
2008-2009, according to the Mountainside
school district’s website, is $15,865,990.
This includes $3.1 million to send stu-
dents to Governor Livingston High School
in Berkeley Heights, $1.2 million for spe-
cial education and $389,360 for repay-
ment of debt. This is an increase over the
expenditures for the current year, shown
as $14.9 million. The expenditures for the
previous year are shown as $13.7 million.

Revenues to pay for the proposed
spending plan come predominantly from
property taxes, and are augmented by
state aid, federal aid, depletion of cash
reserves and dissolution funds.

According to Mr. McLaughlin, the
2008-2009 budget will only have
$574,963 (or 4 percent of revenues) in
dissolution funds left to pay current oper-
ating expenses. The dissolution fund is
the result of the breakup of the former
county regional school district, which
included high schools in Clark, Berkeley
Heights, Springfield and Kenilworth.
Mountainside and Garwood teenagers also
attended schools in the district. Voters
passed a referendum in 1996 to break up
the district.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Richard O’Malley said that three years
ago, he and others on the board were
presented with a “horrific…financial
mess.” He said Mr. McLaughlin deserves
a “tremendous amount of credit” for di-
recting the district out of it while always
putting the children first and never letting
them suffer. Mr. McLaughlin said that the

board has been able to offset the “inher-
ited structural deficit” rather well and
keep moving forward with education.

“The budget was fully under-funded
three years ago by one-third,” Mr.
McLaughlin said, referring to the fact that
10 special education students were esti-
mated then, but the district consistently
had 15. “We made that gap up by collect-
ing $400,000 in tuition adjustments [from
Berkeley Heights],” he said.

Mr. McLaughlin said that the budget
would have a 3.1 percent decrease in it
compared to last year if these dissolution
payments were not ending in October
2008. “Were it not for this loss, we would
not have to ask the taxpayers for a dollar
[increase] at all,” he said.

State aid for this year is $887,994, or 6
percent of total revenue. According to
Mr. McLaughlin, state aid is up about 20
percent over last year. He said that the
state is actually four years behind in the
amount of aid it gives out. However, he
said the state was supposed to have given
$144,000 in additional aid to the district
each year for the last five years.

The school tax is about 60 percent of
the total property tax bill in Mountainside.
Municipal and county property tax por-
tions have yet to be determined.

In Mountainside, the polls will be open
April 15 from 2 to 9 p.m. at Deerfield
School, borough hall and the Presbyte-
rian Church on Deer Path and Meeting
House Lane. Voters will be asked to con-
sider the budget and the three candidates
seeking election to the board for two open
seats.

Other business items, originally sched-
uled for the meeting canceled on March
25, were moved to the public meeting on
Tuesday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m. The agenda
includes the proposal to promote Deerfield
School Principal Jeanette Baubles to CSA
to replace Mr. O’Malley, who is leaving
at the end of the school year to become
superintendent of the Matawan-Aberdeen
regional school district. The board is set
to vote on a three-year, $135,000-per-
year contract for Ms. Baubles. If approved,
she would continue to serve as Deerfield
principal through Friday, May 16. The
appointment is subject to the approval of
Union County Executive Superintendent
of Schools Carmen Centuolo.

The board also will vote on hiring RLF
Associates to conduct a search for a new
Deerfield principal at a cost of $3,200.


