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SWEET TOOTH...One of Scotch Plains’ new businesses, the Candy Bouquet, located at 1638 East Second
Street, this week held a ribbon cutting for its grand opening. Pictured are Scotch Plains Business &
Professional Assoc. (SPBPA) President Frank DiLollo and Candy Bouquet owner Karen Mortarulo.

SMILES...The Chelsea at Fanwood hosted a pancake breakfast on March 22, with
proceeds donated to the Fanwood Police Benevolent Assoc. (PBA) Local no. 123.
The PBA officers donate their time, energy and passion to the community. They
sponsor events, such as Santa’s fire truck gift delivery, an annual Kids Safety Day
and fundraisers for local families in need. “It was a great day and really meant a
lot to the PBA to receive so much support,” said Tony Espinosa, PBA president.
Pictured are Fanwood police officer Robert Sanchez and his son.

Eric Nierstedt for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHERE’S THE PROSPERITY?…Steve Lonegan, former mayor of Bogota and
executive director of the New Jersey chapter of Americans for Prosperity, speaks
Monday before the Fanwood Republicans.

Bd. OK’s Extended Porch,
Built-in Swimming Pool

A BIG BOOST…The Scotch Plains Fire Department is presented, last Tuesday,
with a $5,000 check from the Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, Michael Avalone, of
Commerce Insurance Services, Inc., Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis and
Danny Perry of the Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company. See story on page 12.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In a five to one
decision, the borough’s planning
board approved a variance applica-
tion for a front-yard setback for ho-
meowner Lorine Quinn-Foy at 106
Hunter Avenue at its meeting on
March 26.

Ms. Quinn-Foy submitted a pro-
posal to construct a front-porch ex-
tension and addition to her home. The
required, minimum setback in the
neighborhood is 30 feet, while the
proposed front porch extension would
reduce the front-yard setback to 20
feet.

Ms. Quinn’s architect, Thomas
Kaufman told the board that the ma-
jority of homes in the neighborhood
had inconsistent front-yard setbacks,
giving the neighborhood an eclectic
mix of styles and variations.

Five board members agreed that
the proposed front porch would add
character to the neighborhood and
that the variance request was diminu-
tive.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings, however, voted against
the application, citing that the front
yard setback was too drastic and not
consistent with the majority of homes
in the neighborhood.

A conditional use application for a
built-in swimming pool and adjacent
deck was approved unanimously for
Karen Diaz of 157 Westfield Road.
Ms. Diaz complied with the Borough
Engineer Joseph Pryor’s request to
reduce the size of the proposed, back-

yard deck from 1,200 square feet to
550 square feet surrounding the pool.
Planning Board Attorney Robert
Renaud explained to the board that
the reduced size met the conditional
use criteria and did not require any
variances.

Ms. Diaz told the board that she
intended on consulting with the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension re-
garding the types of foliage to plant to
mitigate run-off water, which tended
to coagulate in her yard.

The board unanimously approved
Cindy and David Lazarus’ applica-
tion for a variance for a backyard
deck that would reduce their rear yard
setback to 15.7 feet, while the ordi-
nance calls for a 25-foot setback. The
board cited the deep woods bordering
the backyard as an adequate buffer to
justify permitting the backyard vari-
ance for the deck.

The board also grandfathered ap-
proval for a side-yard shed and exces-
sive lot coverage, as these were exist-
ing conditions prior to the Lazarus’
purchase of the home. Mr. Renaud
explained to the board that due to the
addition of a large family room, the
ratio of building coverage to lot size
exceeded the ordinance. The Lazarus’
described to the board the perma-
nence of the shed, which is surrounded
by plantings and a fence.

The next planning board agenda
meeting is on Monday, April 14, and
the next planning board regular meet-
ing is on Wednesday, April 23. Both
meetings will be held in the borough
council chambers at 7:30 p.m.

Lonegan: NJ Must Look to
World’s Economic Successes

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Steve Lonegan,
former Bogota mayor, spoke at a Re-
publican-organized Grassroots Tax-
payer Action Seminar in Fanwood at
the Forest Road Park building on
Monday night. Mr. Lonegan, execu-
tive director for the N.J. chapter of
Americans for Prosperity, a group
represented in 21 states, spoke for
nearly an hour and a half on the cur-
rent condition of New Jersey’s
economy and how the state has fallen
away from capitalism. To make his
case he cited examples of how differ-
ent countries had moved to a free-
enterprise system to improve their
economy.

Mr. Lonegan began the evening by
relaying his publicized arrest, in Cape
May at Governor Jon Corzine’s town
hall meeting on his financial restruc-
turing and debt reduction plan, say-
ing that “seven officers” arrested him
and had removed his “dangerous
wallet.”

Mr. Lonegan then moved on to a
discussion of America’s past, saying
that Americans have a long history of
individualism and that, “We loan the
right to govern to the government.”

He also added that, “If they are
reckless and irresponsible, we have
the responsibility to take it back.” Mr.
Lonegan said that he felt the state
government had “become reckless
and irresponsible.”

Mr. Lonegan then moved on to how
America was the first country to op-
erate under an economic system of
capitalism. However, Mr. Lonegan
said that he would prove that the state
had shifted away from a free capital-
istic market and was suffering for it.
He began by showing the examples
of capitalism through “Reaganomics,”
which he said, led to “probably the
most prosperous period the nation’s
ever seen.”

Mr. Lonegan furthered his case
through discussions on government
changes in other countries, begin-
ning with Chile. He explained that in
1978, Chile was the poorest nation in
South America. However, after a gov-
ernment coup, the new leaders
adopted the capitalistic workings of
America through a man named Milton
Friedman. In 1980, Chile set up a
privately held Social Security sys-
tem, in which a worker could choose
from one of six plans. He said Chile is
now the wealthiest nation in South
America and the fifth wealthiest in
the world.

He then discussed the economic
history of New Zealand, which he
said had a collapsing economy dur-
ing the 1980s. A new conservative
government was elected to deal with
the failing agriculture, a major source
of income, as well as a failing com-
munications network. The govern-
ment sold off the country’s one tele-
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Marks Notes Displeasure At SP
Access to FW Train Station Lot

Fanwood Council Discusses
Historic Preservation Options

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said on Tuesday that
Fanwood officials need to be made
aware of Scotch Plains’ displeasure
at how parking passes are made avail-
able for township residents at the
Fanwood train station.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing, the mayor said daily parking fees
at the station have increased from
$3.25 to $5 and that Scotch Plains
residents wishing to purchase longer-
term parking permits are charged
higher rates and “don’t have the same
access” in terms of securing the per-
mits as do Fanwood residents. He

asked Councilman Jeffrey Strauss and
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato, the
council’s representatives to the two
towns’ shared services committee, to
speak about the matter at the
committee’s meeting on Friday.

During this past weekend, fliers
were posted on the municipal build-
ing and throughout downtown Scotch
Plains urging residents to boycott
Fanwood and businesses there in pro-
test of the higher parking fees. Mayor
Marks said he spoke with the town-
ship resident who posted the notices
and the resident, who he did not name,
had asked the shared services com-
mittee to discuss the issue.

While “Fanwood does have juris-

diction” over the train station lot,
Mayor Marks said Fanwood citizens
“avail themselves of many Scotch
Plains facilities where there is no
cost.”

Without elaborating, he warned
that, “We may have to evaluate some
of our programs” that offer access to
Fanwood residents. He urged Mr.
Strauss and Mrs. Coronato to “be as
forceful with that message” as they
think is necessary at Friday’s meet-
ing.

In other business, the council will
hold its next budget meeting on Thurs-
day, April 10, where it will discuss
specific revenue projections and rec-
ommendations put forth by Township
Manager Thomas Atkins. It’s expected
that the new state-mandated 4-per-
cent property tax levy cap will be
discussed. Mr. Atkins said the 2008
municipal budget could be ready for
introduction late this month.

The Sunday, June 1 Volunteer Rec-
ognition Picnic at Brookside Park is
expected to draw 150 to 200 attend-
ees, according to Councilman Kevin
Glover. At Tuesday’s meeting, there
was a discussion of how to pay for the
event, which will cost between $4,000
to $5,000.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
finance officials had asked her to iden-
tify the specific township account
from which the expenses for the pic-
nic will be paid. Mr. Atkins said the
money could come from one of two
accounts: administration or celebra-
tion of public events.

Mayor Marks called it “an interest-
ing dilemma,” given the township’s
financial constraints. “Is it appropri-
ate to introduce a new event?” the
mayor asked. Mr. Glover spoke of the
“value that volunteers contribute to
the township,” and said that, “In a
tough year, we value them even more.”

Several members of the board of
directors from the Resolve Commu-
nity Counseling Center met with the
council to discuss an extension of
their lease allowing the counseling
service to use the 300-year-old
Hamilton House adjacent to the
Osborn Cannonball House on Front
Street. The group’s 20-year lease
ended in December, and board mem-
bers, after showing a brief video out-
lining the group’s services, asked the
council to consider a new 20-year
lease.

At its meeting next week, the coun-
cil will introduce an ordinance in-
creasing various fees charged under
the Uniform Construction Code. Con-
struction Official Robert LaCosta told
the council on Tuesday that the in-
crease was necessary because state
regulations require such an adjust-
ment when shortfalls occur. In 2007,
he said, the township collected about
$550,000 while expenses in that area
totaled about $613,000.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Nine members of
Fanwood’s Historic Preservation
Commission attended the borough
council’s monthly agenda meeting
Tuesday night after Mayor Colleen
Mahr invited the officials to partici-
pate in a “dialogue” regarding the
panel’s future.

Last fall, the governing body asked
the commission to “revisit” its ordi-
nance and “to review what’s on the
books,” said Mayor Mahr.

In particular, the mayor said the bor-
ough wanted to determine “where [the
historic preservation ordinance] was
weak and where it could be stronger.”

Commission Chairman Delores
O’Brien and the borough’s historic
preservation consultant, Nancy Zerbe,
subsequently helped prepare a letter
of response, parts of which were dis-
cussed Tuesday night.

Ms. Zerbe said the document is
intended to explain “how to go
through the process and strengthen
your historic preservation program.”

But, Ms. Zerbe said there was “hesi-
tance” to make the commission more
of a “regulatory body.”

“I strongly believe Fanwood needs
to make a decision on whether to go
in that direction,” Ms. Zerbe said.

Mayor Mahr and several council
members said they would like to re-
ceive recommendations from the com-
mission on what properties it thinks

should be preserved and related policy
issues regarding the historic district
and registry listings.

“[If] you’re going to drive the bus;
you have to come forward,” said
Mayor Mahr.

“We have to be clear about policy
and procedure,” Councilwoman
Donna Dolce said. “We have a policy;
you don’t have a procedure, [but] we
could validate a procedure you rec-
ommend to us,” Ms. Dolce added.

Ms. O’Brien responded that the
commission is active in historic pres-
ervation education and other initia-
tives, but she said one of the
commission’s key requests is for sup-
port to conduct “an updated survey of
the historic structures in the borough.”

Ms. Zerbe said that it’s important
to determine “what’s historic in
Fanwood and what’s a threat.”

The commission also looks to de-
termine the impact of the borough’s
Master Plan on historic sites.

Commission member Margaret
McIntyre said, “We really want to
have a town-wide discussion” about
historic preservation issues, especially
involving “people who live in his-
toric structures.”

“Our ordinance is not that strict
compared to other towns,” said Ms.
O’Brien, asserting that the borough
should put its historic district near the
train station on a local “registry.”

“It’s not that easy,” Ms. O’Brien
said, suggesting that the commission
would require “training and support”
to complete such a task and to take a
more regulatory approach to preserv-
ing properties.

“You have the [historic preserva-
tion] framework; it’s just not being
fully implemented,” said Ms. Zerbe.

“We’ll talk amongst ourselves
about this as a council and get back to
you all; thanks for working with us,”
responded Mayor Mahr.
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Citizens Speak Out on
Possible Town Mergers

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written or The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Members of the
Mountainside Senior Citizen’s Club
were not without opinion when asked
about Governor Jon Corzine’s plan to
cut state funding to the borough.
“Well, I don’t like that,” Mary Gibney
said at the club’s meeting in Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church. “We have
enough problems.”

Mrs. Gibney is responding to the
Governor’s plan to cut $249,939 in
state funding to the town – half of
what Mountainside currently receives
for municipal expenses. Gov. Corzine
has said he wants small towns to find
ways to share services with nearby
communities or merge with one of
their neighboring towns.

“We’re better off with a small tax
hike than to combine with a larger
town and get a huge tax hike,” Marie

Harrison said.
“I don’t go for this combining with

other towns,” Louisa Bataille added
in agreement.

As the conversation grew louder,
so did the opinions. “We may have to
combine schools,” one member
added.

Another member suggested that
Gov. Corzine cut state employee sala-
ries by 3.5 percent for one year: “He’d
have a big cut and he can leave us
alone.”

One senior citizen, when asked her
opinion, simply said, “Let’s face it, I
don’t like Jon Corzine under any con-
dition.”

The sentiment wasn’t much differ-
ent at the Elks Club where a group of
Mountainside parents gathered in sup-
port of the town’s baseball team play-
ing in Cooperstown this summer.
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