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POLICE BLOTTER
state requirements. “It doesn’t make
sense,” she said, noting that towns are
allowed to have a surplus to lessen the
chance of spikes in tax increases.

In order to take the burden off tax-
payers for supporting local schools,
Ms. Genovese said additional rev-
enues or “some dedicated taxes”
would be necessary.

On the monetization plan proposed
by Governor Jon Corzine to either
sell or lease state assets such as the
New Jersey Turnpike and the Garden
State Parkway, Ms. Genovese said
the state must find a revenue source
“to combat the problems of not fund-
ing pensions and of our debt load.”

“So am I for it absolutely? I can’t
say that I am because we haven’t even
seen the proposal. But you have to
punch the numbers and you have to
see if this is not going to be a one-time
fix but if it’s going to cut down on our
long-term debt. Then that means every
year we will have more money to work
on infrastructure, to work on the school
construction fund,” she said.

Ms. Genovese has said she wants to
bring back “honesty and integrity” to
Trenton. She said she would have liked
to have seen “more bite” in the newly
enacted ban on dual-office holding for
elected officials, noting that the law
grandfathers existing legislators. She
said she would support a complete ban
on holding multiple elected offices.

On the issue of the arrests, indict-
ments and convictions of elected of-
ficials, Ms. Genovese said no matter
what bills are created and passed by
the legislature, “frankly, you can’t
legislate good behavior.”

“You have to make sure that you
are sending the people down there [to
Trenton] that you feel are confident
and ethical people.”

On state pensions, she noted that
state union workers have pensions
included in their contracts. “We need
to get the pension system up and
running,” she said.

Ms. Genovese said she also is a big
supporter of stem-cell research and
global-warming initiatives.

On the issue of stem-cell research,
the candidate said, “This is another
issue where New Jersey can be the
beacon of light for the rest of the
country. Global warming, stem-cell
research – this is one of the reasons
why I want to get involved. These are
very important issues. New Jersey can
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Gina Genovese Interview

MEET THE CANDIDATE...Gina Genovese of Long Hill, the Democratic candi-
date for the District 21 State Senate seat, sits down with Westfield Leader assignment
editor Paul Peyton last Monday to discuss the election and the issues on which she
is campaigning. Watch the exclusive interview at goleader.com/video.

Westfield
Wednesday, September 19, a Westfield

resident reported that his 2001 Volkswagen
was burglarized while parked at the south-
side Westfield train station lot. The passen-
ger-side front window was smashed, and a
satellite radio valued at $50 was removed.

Wednesday, September 19, a Westfield
resident reported that her 1991 Ford Tau-
rus was burglarized at the south side
Westfield train station lot. Someone
smashed the passenger-side front win-
dow and removed a car stereo valued at
$129.

Wednesday, September 19, a Westfield
resident reported that a Trek bicycle was
damaged with scratches while secured at
the Westfield south-side train station lot.

Sunday, September 23, Elizabeth
Jimenez-Perez, 45, of Manville was ar-
rested by Scotch Plains police on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant with
bail of $500. She was committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, September 18, Angel Aponte,

41, of New Brunswick was arrested on
numerous outstanding Bordentown
Township warrants after a motor-vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Tuesday, September 18, Andre
Reynolds, 40, of Greenbrook was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop in the 100 block of
South Avenue.

Wednesday, September 19, Robyn B.
Cohen, 40, of Stanford, CT was arrested
on Sayerville warrants after a field inves-
tigation on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, September 20, Jorge Nunez,
38, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension and provid-
ing false information to police after a
motor-vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.

Thursday, September 20, Earlisha M.
Green, 20, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Watchung warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Saturday, September 22, Kashari D.
Slaughter, 21, of Fanwood was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of South
Orange, Garwood and Scotch Plains after
a field investigation.

Saturday, September 22, Rhonda R.
Peck, 24, of Somerset was arrested on

outstanding Piscataway and Watchung
warrants after a motor-vehicle stop on
Shasta Pass.

Monday, September 24, Brian A.
Mundy, 19, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Roselle Park warrant after
a motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, September 24, Gregory L.
Peterson, 2nd, 21, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Carneys Point
warrant after a motor-vehicle stop on
South Avenue.

Tuesday, September 25, a resident of
Mary Lane reported that someone stole
his silver, 2003 Dodge pick-up truck,
while it was parked in front of his house
sometime between the hours of 10 p.m.
and 7 a.m.

Garwood Sets Town-Wide
Litter Cleanup for Saturday

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil passed an ordinance Tuesday night
banning smoking in parks, heard a
report on firefighting training for the
Garwood Pointe Mews and an-
nounced a community-wide cleanup
day for this Saturday, September 29.

Councilman Charles Lombardo
said the 13th annual litter-cleanup
day would be held from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. He advised residents to call (908)
789-0710 for more information.

The council passed an ordinance
banning smoking at Harry Hartman
Field on Second Avenue and at the
Garwood Memorial Park and Little
League Field on Myrtle Avenue, ex-
cept in designated areas.

The ordinance does not cover the
Guerriero Field project. Mayor Den-
nis McCarthy said an ordinance would
be drafted, if needed.

Councilman Keith Sluka, head of
the council’s fire committee, said the
Garwood Volunteer Fire Department
met recently at the Garwood Pointe
Mews to become familiar with the
fire-fighting mechanisms.

“Under the leadership of Fire Chief
Ed Silver, they laid out a plan of attack
if a fire should ever occur in the com-
plex. They discussed fire-fighting strat-
egies and identified deficiencies in
their equipment and in the complex’s
internal fire control systems.

“Ironically, during the training, the
fire department was called to assist in
Mountainside, so the new occupants
experienced deployment in real time,”
Mr. Sluka said. “[The fire department
is] always looking for volunteers.”

Resident Anne Leonard addressed

the council regarding the issue of the
synthetic turf that will be used on the
James V. Guerriero Memorial Field
park project.

“The Home News Tribune newspa-
per has an article about the safety of
synthetic turf and the carcinogens
that are in it. I don’t think this is safe,
and I felt the council should look
further into whether to use it on the
field project,” Mrs. Leonard said.

Mr. Sluka replied, “Giants Stadium
has it and they can afford actual grass.
The maintenance of synthetic is bet-
ter. It’s hard to say which causes
[more] pain, getting sacked by a 250-
pound football player or landing on
synthetic turf.”

Mrs. Leonard asked the council to
not “move too fast” on the project and
handed a copy of the newspaper ar-
ticle to members of the governing
body. She said, “Our children are
younger. It’s not the high-school kids
playing on [the] fields.”

Dennis Clark, president of the lo-
cal chapter of Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW), asked residents to come
out on Saturday, October 13, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. for the VFW’s second
annual blood drive.

Ted Ritter for The Westfield Leader
EXCHANGING INFORMATION...Local builder Ralph Rapuano Jr. responds
to a question during Tuesday night’s Westfield mayor and council meeting.
Councilman James Foerst is seated at right.

locked at night,” he said. Mr. Ciarrocca
suggested that the building depart-
ment could “put out a memo” clarify-
ing regulations in town.

“Ninety-nine percent of the time,
I’m doing things the right way,” Mr.
Rapuano responded. “But there might
be hiccups,” he added, acknowledg-
ing that construction sites are busy
places that can be dirty and disruptive
to neighborhoods sometimes.

“What we’re trying to do here is
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Developers Address Council
promote a good-neighbor policy,” said
Councilman James Foerst. “The town
takes no pleasure in issuing a [code]
violation,” he said.

Mr. Foerst suggested that local de-
velopers consider meeting to explore
ways they can work together to ensure
compliance with local regulations.

“I’m glad you came out tonight and
discussed some of the positives; we do
need to communicate more,” Mayor
Andy Skibitsky told Mr. Rapuano.

Another local builder, Steve Needle
of Needle Point Homes, also spoke to
the communication issue.

“We have to work together com-
pletely,” he said. “If there’s a prob-
lem, we [should] work it out together.”

“I think that’s a fair comment and
suggestion,” Mayor Skibitsky re-
sponded. “We can go over these is-
sues.”

In other business, the governing
body approved on first reading an
ordinance that formally includes ex-
isting handicapped parking spaces in
front of Westfield High School on
Dorian Road in the town’s motor-
vehicles and traffic code.

The council also approved resolu-
tions to award contracts for installing
decorative lighting in town parking
lots 1 and 8 and for leaf collection
equipment and hauling.

DWC Welcomes New
Businesses to Westfield

WESTFFIELD — The Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC)
welcomes the following new busi-
nesses to the Westfield’s shopping,
dining, and service district:

Coldwater Creek, located at 126
Central Avenue, specializes in
women’s apparel, accessories, jew-
elry and gifts.

Tamar Jewelry, a fine jewelry and
Citizen watch retailer, is now open
at 55 Elm Street with a store reno-
vation.

Gaucho’s BBQ and Grill offers
Brazilian cuisine and delivery at
615 South Avenue, West.

Aerosoles, a footwear store, is
now open at 161 East Broad Street.

Unlimited Communications has
moved to 305 South Avenue West.

Mario’s Italian Deli will open
soon at 339 South Avenue, West.
Cool Vines will open soon at 23
Elm Street. 210 South Avenue, West
will soon house With a Cherry on
Top ice cream store.

Talking about the rise of the county
tax levy from $150 million in 2000 to
$238 million in 2007, Ms. Kowalski
said the freeholders “are doing our
best to hold the line.” She said the
overall $414 million budget is up 3
percent over last year.

“A lot of the costs that we have to
cover, of course, are mandated. There
are salaries and pensions negotiated,
labor agreements,” she said.

The freeholder chairman said the
county is working on shared services
by combining services offered by
municipalities with the county to help
lower the impact on taxpayers.

She said towns could save money
by joining the county’s gasoline pur-
chasing cooperative: “This is like a
no brainer – why not go in with the
county when we can get a better price
instead of paying several cents more
per gallon where they are?”

The county also offers geographic
information systems (GIS) services
and has developed a new informa-
tion-technology initiative with four
towns for high-speed Internet access
for faster connections to municipal
websites and e-mail systems. GIS
stores geographic reference informa-
tion, such as maps.

Mr. Sullivan said Union County is
working with Bergen County to offer
space at the new 75-child-capacity
Union County juvenile detention cen-
ter in Linden. He said Union County
would benefit by helping to lower the
county’s cost of the soon-to-open fa-
cility. Union County is also working
with the New Jersey Association of
Counties (NJAC) to initiate a county
shared-services network with neigh-

boring Essex and Middlesex Counties
similar to what Hunterdon and Warren
Counties have through NJAC.

On transportation issues, Mr.
Sullivan said Union County has ad-
dressed “a major problem” by work-
ing with the state to develop a pedes-
trian shuttle bus service along Route
22 aimed at workers and customers
of the “big box stores” such as Tar-
get and Home Depot.

“The idea that you would get out of
a bus on the westbound side and now
try to make your way across six lanes
of traffic on Route 22 to get to your
job – I mean, you’re literally taking
your life in your hands,” he said. “So
this is going to go, I think, a really
long way to get people to work and to
get them to work safely.”

The county has received a $300,000
state grant to purchase two shuttle
buses and has money remaining on a
previous grant to operate the service.

Ms. Kowalski said the county has
developed a tourism initiative promot-
ing its parks system, designed in the
1920s by the sons of American land-
scape architect Frederick Law Omsted,
along with its historical sites, the soon-
to-open restored Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway and the
expanded Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside.

She said this year’s Four Centuries in
a Weekend event, scheduled at histori-
cal sites around the county on October
20 and 21, will feature period re-enact-
ments at all of the sites as part of the
county’s 150th anniversary celebration.

If elected, Mr. Van Blake said rec-
reational and youth services are areas
he would “like to champion.” As a
councilman, he said, he helped the
city garner $1.2 million in grants to
rehabilitate two of Plainfield’s pools.

He also is interested in senior ser-
vices; he said he would bring a “fresh
perspective, new energy and definitely
new ideas” to enhance county senior
programs. Mr. Van Blake said he has
worked to expand Plainfield’s tax
ratables in its business district, noting
that 13 redevelopment projects are in
the works in the city, two of which are
under construction.

Mr. Sullivan concluded by citing the
board’s education initiatives, noting that
the Union County Magnet High School
is “now one of the highest rated schools
in the country, let alone the county or
the State of New Jersey. He said the
school, which specializes in mathemat-
ics and the sciences, would add a per-
forming arts component.

He said the county would soon
award $1 million in grants through its
Kids Recreation Trust Fund to all 21
towns to create playgrounds and other
recreational opportunities.
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Linden PD Investigates
Playground Fires

COUNTY – The Linden Police De-
partment asks the public for its assistance
in their investigation of three recent play-
ground fires in the city. The fires occurred
over a four-day period and are all consid-
ered suspicious, according to police.

According to Linden Police Detective
Daniel Sadowski, who is heading up the
investigation, the fires did substantial
damage to playground equipment, but no
one was injured.

The first fire occurred Sunday, Septem-
ber 16, at 8:30 p.m. at the Al Kalla Park on
Highland Avenue. The fire was set on a
platform of the jungle gym. The second
incident occurred Monday, September 17,
at 3:59 p.m. at the Sunnyside Park on
Summit Terrace under a swing set.

A jungle gym was destroyed during a
Tuesday, September 19, fire that occurred
at 1:10 a.m. at the Al Kalla Park on
Highland Avenue.

Anyone with information about any of
these incidents is asked to contact Detec-
tive Sadowski at (908) 474-8520 or Lin-
den Police Lieutenant Raymond Tyra at
(908) 474-8551.

Union County Crimestoppers is offer-
ing a reward of up to $5,000 for any
information leading to the arrest and in-
dictment of individuals responsible for
these fires. The confidential
Crimestoppers Tipline is (908) 654-TIPS.
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WF BOE
A recent calendar printed with vaca-

tion days and snow days reflected an
inaccurate fourth snow day on Good
Friday, March 21. BOE President Ginny
Leiz said the error was an oversight.

“It was not the intent of the board to
have it on a Good Friday,” said Board
Vice President Julia Walker. The board
agreed to remove the fourth snow day.

“It’s very unlikely we would need
it,” said Ms. Leiz. The last time a
fourth snow day was used was in
1998. Another misprint included
March 31 as an off day. Officials said
there would be school on that day.

On behalf of The BRAKES Group
(Bikers, Runners and Kids Are En-
titled to Safety,) founder and co-chair-
man Sara Clarkson spoke about its
commitment to boost the number of
children walking to school. Wednes-
day was the annual “walk to school”
day, which began in 2000. “I would
like it to become a trend as opposed to
an event,” she said.

Through a $36,100 grant from the
state department of transportation, the
organization is purchasing and install-
ing speed boxes on walking school
routes. The boxes will take up most of
the grant money. The funds will also
go towards a “walking school bus”
made up of a group of children walk-
ing to school with one or more adults,
as is popular in Europe and California.

“The only way it’s going to work is
to get support from superintendents,
parents and the town,” said Ms.
Clarkson. “We desperately need par-
ent volunteers to support the program.”

Programs at schools over the next
month encompass “Organizing the
Disorganized Student” hosted by
Myrna Wasserman on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 2, at 7:30 p.m. at Edison Inter-
mediate School.

WHS Back-to-School Night will
be held tonight at 7:30 p.m.

The board also noted that five WHS
seniors – Jordana Confino, Emily
Cozzi, Tim Kuehn, Pratik Mehta and
Cindy Wang – were named National
Merit Scholarship semi-finalists for
high scores on their PSATs.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CLEANING UP SHOP...Workers demolish a building that formerly housed La
Belle Cleaners and The Mattress Factory on North Avenue in Garwood as part
of a new redevelopment project.

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
STARVED OUT OF YOUR GOURD...An array of gourds and apple cider were
among the offerings at Westfield’s farmers’ market, held each Saturday through
October 15 in the South Avenue train-station parking lot.
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Westfield Holds FestiFall
Chamber Executive Director Naomi
McElynn told The Westfield Leader
on Monday, noting more than 300
artisans and craft vendors are ex-
pected to participate. A juried arts
and crafts show is scheduled to be
part of the festivities, and the petting
zoo has been upgraded.

The KidZone, to be located at East
Broad Street and North Avenue, will
feature rides, contests and activities.

According to Ms. McElynn, the
festival’s main stage on Elm Street
will be “jam-packed with talent and
excitement” between 11 a.m. and 4
p.m. Musical performers will include
Southern Fried Funk and Static Jacks.

In Fanwood, the 12th annual Fanny
Wood Day festival will take place
from noon to 5 p.m. at South and
Martine Avenues.

Named for a Victorian-era folklore
figure whose vivid writings were said

to have helped attract residents to the
fledgling community in the late 19th
century, this event also will feature
offerings for all ages and palates.

“I think we’re going to have a really
good program,” said Councilwoman
Donna Dolce, who chairs the event’s
committee. She said a large number of
vendors are expected this year and
noted  that various contests give Fanny
Wood Day a hometown “Mayberry”
feeling that enhances its popularity.

An opening ceremony will kick off
at noon, at which time the children’s
amusement area also will open. Young-
sters may participate in these special
amusements for an all-day cost of $10.

At 12:05 p.m., the second annual
“Parade on Wheels” will get under-
way. Participants are invited to deco-
rate their bicycles, wagons, strollers or
other non-motorized means of travel
and proceed down Martine Avenue.
Those wishing to take part should as-
semble by 11:45 a.m.; officials will
announce winners at 12:35 p.m.

At 12:20 p.m. will be the introduction
of Mr. and Mrs. Fanwood 2007. Bob and
Grace Kruthers, who have lived in the
borough for more than 50 years, will
portray Fanwood’s first couple.

Other events will include the judg-
ing of a pie-baking contest at the South
Street Café on South Avenue at 12:30
p.m., an ice cream-eating contest at
1:15 p.m. and a 3 p.m. pie auction to
benefit the Fanwood Rescue Squad.
The Fanwood Arts Committee will
sponsor a 2:15 p.m. performance by
the jazz band Full Count Band.

Entry forms are still being accepted
for the pie-baking contest, the “Parade
on Wheels” and the ice cream-eating
contest. Forms are available at the South
Street Café, at Double Dipper on North
Martine Avenue, at borough hall or at
visitfanwood.com.

Rounding out the day’s festivities
will be a classic car show, sponsored
by the Cougar Club of New Jersey
and Pennsylvania, beginning at 11
a.m. in the south-side train station lot.
Judges will award prizes at 2 p.m.
Participants may register on the day
of the event for $15, with proceeds
benefiting Children’s Specialized
Hospital school programs.

Fire Dept. Forms Plan
For Pointe Structure
GARWOOD – Last Tuesday

evening, the Garwood volunteer Fire
Department met at the new Garwood
Pointe to familiarize itself with the
structure’s firefighting mechanisms,
including the Pointe’s standpipes.

The fire department identified shut-
off switches for the elevators and
became acquainted with the
complex’s overall layout.

Under the leadership of Fire Chief
Ed Silver, the department laid out a
plan of attack should a fire occur at
the complex. The group discussed
firefighting strategies for every loca-
tion in each structure.

The department identified any defi-
ciencies in its equipment and the
complex’s internal fire-control systems.

Recently, the fire department pur-
chased a lightweight hose that would
be carried by each firefighting unit to
extend its current hose length, spe-
cifically needed for this complex.

During the training at the Pointe,
the department received a call and
had to assist other departments in
Mountainside.

The department continues to seek
volunteers.

FW to Hold Megan’s
Law Presentation Oct. 3

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Com-
munity Policing Alliance (CPA) and
the Fanwood Police Department, in
conjunction with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, will host a pre-
sentation on Megan’s Law on Wednes-
day, October 3 from 7:30 p.m. until 9
p.m. at Park Middle School, located
on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Due to limited seating capacity,
individuals who want to attend this
event must register in advance.

Those wishing to register can send
an e-mail with a subject line “Octo-
ber 3 Event” that lists the names of
those attending to
fanwoodcommpolicing@yahoo.com.

Questions may be directed to Lieu-
tenant Richard Trigo of the Fanwood
Police Department at (908) 322-5000,
extension 117.

Organized in 2004 by the Fanwood
Police Department, the CPA invites
all residents, as well as those working
in Fanwood, to attend meetings and
become a member of the CPA.

Their goal is to create a link be-
tween the police and the community to
address topics including crime pre-
vention, child safety and community
events. The CPA meets monthly on the
fourth Wednesday of every month ex-
cept during the summer at the Forest
Road Park Building on Forest Road.

For more information, visit
FanwoodCPA.org.

set the pace for the rest of the country
and it would be great to be a part of it.”

She said she hopes to see “communi-
ties come together” to meet the goals of
the state’s new global-warming law,
which mandates that by 2020 emission
levels be what they were in 1990 and
sets a 2050 target that will require addi-
tional cuts. The state, she said, also is
working on an energy master plan.

“We really need to pare down what
we are doing to the environment,”
Ms. Genovese said.

Ms. Genovese and Mr. Kean are
scheduled to debate Tuesday, October
16, at the Millburn Community Center
in a forum sponsored by the local chap-
ter of the League of Women Voters.

Watch the interview at goleader.com/
video and read up on election candi-
dates at goleader.com/07election.


