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NJ Transit Studies Initiatives
Along Central NJ Corridor
NEWARK — The NJ Transit board

of directors has approved a study to
explore initiatives to increase the use
of public transportation along the I-
78 and Raritan Valley Line corridors.

The study will build upon a North
Jersey Transportation Planning Au-
thority (NJTPA) study and advance
some of the NJTPA recommenda-
tions for non-highway solutions to
meet the region’s current and future
mobility demands.

“This study will help NJ Transit
identify opportunities as we look to
offer transportation alternatives to
residents and employers alike in a
growing section of the state,” said NJ
Transit Chairman and Transportation
Commissioner Kris Kolluri.

The board will evaluate the cre-
ation of new or expanded multi-modal
park-and-ride facilities and the po-
tential extension of rail service on the
Raritan Valley Line westward from
High Bridge to Phillipsburg.

“As we move forward with our
analysis of the regional transporta-
tion network capacity and needed
improvements, we will continue to
reach out to local communities to
address their concerns as we help to
shape solutions that will benefit resi-
dents, the economy and the environ-
ment,” said NJ Transit Executive Di-
rector Richard Sarles.

“Our region’s residents want to be

RUDY, RUDY, RUDY...Women for Rudy started its kickoff campaign with a
party for Presidential candidate Rudy Guiliani at Bay Head this summer. The
Ocean County mayor and Republican supporters cheered him on for the GOP
Presidential nomination in 2008. Above, Diane Barabas of Westfield poses with
Mr. Guiliani. The women’s group seeks to expand its volunteer corps to help at
local phone banks and fundraising events; those interested can contact
amandagasperino@joinrudy2008.com.

Join Us For This Two-Mile Scenic Walk!

Mountain Ave & E. Broad Street

To register, call 908.654.9445 or
visit

Light The Night Walk
National Spokesperson

Lautenberg’s Solid-Waste
Facilities Measure Passes

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S.
Senate last week passed a temporary
measure authored by Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ) to allow New Jer-
sey to regulate some solid-waste pro-
cessing facilities on railroads.

The measure was included in a
one-year spending bill for transpor-
tation and housing programs. Cur-
rently, a loophole in federal law pre-
vents the state from enforcing envi-
ronmental, health and safety regula-
tions at these sites. New Jersey wants
to regulate these facilities after find-
ing fire hazards, groundwater con-
tamination and debris in local neigh-
borhoods, Mr. Lautenberg said.

“President Bush sided with the rail-
road companies, but, ultimately, the
Senate approved my measure to pro-
tect the health and safety of New
Jersey’s communities. We need to be
able to protect ourselves from the
environmental and safety hazards
caused by the piles of waste sitting on
these sites. New Jersey residents de-
serve better than to have potential
health hazards in their backyards,” he
said.

The White House issued a state-

ment threatening to veto the bill: “The
administration also objects to allow-
ing states to regulate solid waste stored
along rail property, preempting au-
thority granted to the Surface Trans-
portation Board. A multiplicity of
standards across states would create
confusion for stakeholders and po-
tentially create an undue burden on
interstate commerce.

“The courts have ruled that the only
agency that can oversee rail waste
sites is the federal Surface Transporta-
tion Board (STB), which has taken a
piecemeal approach to making deci-
sions about whether or not a waste
transfer station can be allowed to oper-
ate,” Mr. Lautenberg said. “No federal
safety or environmental standards ex-
ist and the agency has no inspectors.”

Mr. Lautenberg, Senator Robert
Menendez (D-NJ) and three other
senators have proposed the Clean
Railroads Act of 2007 (S.719), which
would change federal law perma-
nently to give New Jersey the ability
to regulate these sites. Mr. Lautenberg
said he expects the Senate’s com-
merce committee will consider the
bill this month.

OPEN FOR BUSINESS… From left to right, Naomi McElynn, Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce executive director; Sherry Cronin, Downtown Westfield
Corporation executive director; Luiza Campos, Scott Marcondes, owners Sandra
and Mark Marcones, Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Beverly Caldora, a member of
the WACC Board of Directors, attend the recent grand opening of Gaucho’s BBQ
and Grill at 615 South Avenue West.

able to ride buses and trains,” said
NJTPA Chairman and Union County
Freeholder Daniel Sullivan. “The I-
78 study will develop transit options
to accommodate their complex travel
needs.”

“This study will provide an oppor-
tunity for the public to get involved
and learn about the region’s transpor-
tation challenges and the range of
mass transit options,” said board mem-
ber and Hunterdon County Freeholder
George Muller.

NJ Transit awarded a $1.2-million
contract to Systra Consulting Inc. of
Little Falls after a committee consist-
ing of NJ Transit and NJTPA officials
evaluated six proposals. Expected to
be completed by the end of 2008, the
study will be federally funded.

The initial NJTPA study, initiated
in 2006, developed a program of rec-
ommendations that were released in
the spring of 2007, including new or
expanded multi-modal transit hubs
and new bus service from the western
parts of the corridor to major employ-
ment destinations along Route 22,
bus operations on roadway shoulders
along congested highway sections.

NJ Transit is the nation’s largest state-
wide public transportation system, pro-
viding 865,000 weekday trips on 240
bus routes, three light-rail lines and 11
commuter-rail lines. It is the third-larg-
est transit system in the country.

Rahway PD Seek Funds
For Widow Of Slain Cop

By DEBRA DOWLING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In an upcoming
and possibly unprecedented case, a
police officer’s widow employed in
the Westfield public schools system
has been ordered to repay money she
was awarded by a court to the very
man who allegedly killed her hus-
band half a century ago.

That man, Robert Zarinsky, is al-
ready in prison for the murder of a
teenage girl from Atlantic Highlands
and serving a 98-year sentence. He
has been incarcerated since 1975.

Meanwhile, Elizabeth Bernoskie,
76, a lunch aide at Tamaques Elemen-
tary School, could lose her Rahway
home because a wrongful-death suit
she won in 2003 was overturned in
July by an appellate court judge.

Mrs. Bernoskie had only received
about $150,000, apparently from a
sizeable trust fund owned by Zarinsky.

Zarinsky was not indicted until
2000, 42 years after Rahway Police
Officer Charles Bernoskie, only 29
years old, was fatally shot.

Mrs. Bernoskie’s nightmare began
the night of November 28, 1958, when
she, the mother of five who was preg-
nant with the couple’s sixth child, got
the news that her husband had been
killed in the line of duty while trying
to stop a burglary at a Rahway car
dealership.

The case went unsolved for de-
cades until police got a break in 1999.

Zarinsky’s sister, Judith Sapsa, came
clean and led detectives to two men –
her cousin, Theodore Schiffler, in Penn-
sylvania, and her brother. Mrs. Sapsa
testified she was a young girl when she
witnessed her mother taking bullets out
of the bodies of both men on their
kitchen table in Linden with tweezers
and a tongue depressor. The family was
sworn to secrecy. Mrs. Sapsa passed
away three years ago, and their mother,
Veronica Zarinsky, died in 1995.

A criminal jury found Robert
Zarinsky not guilty, citing too much
time had passed and impaired

Zarinsky’s chance to present a proper
defense. Zarinsky represented him-
self as legal counsel.

However, in 2003, Mrs. Bernoskie
won a civil case against Zarinsky for
wrongful death, amounting to nearly
$13 million, she said.

“I didn’t even get 10 percent of
that, and after legal costs (about
$60,000) I divided it among my chil-
dren except for minor repairs to my
house,” she said in an interview held
near her husband’s memorial in
Rahway and at police headquarters.

“We were so glad when Zarinsky
was finally caught, and it’s terrible
that it turned out this way,” said Rahway
Police Captain Joseph Mikajlo. “But
we are not going to let her lose her
house. Everyone wants to help.”

An active fundraiser started by
Rahway police is ongoing. Mrs.
Bernoskie’s lawyer, Kenneth
Javerbaum of Springfield, said dona-
tions have been pouring in, some from
across the country.

“I had no idea she worked in
Westfield,” said Westfield Police Of-
ficer Leo Lugo, who heads the local
PBA.

Mr. Lugo said he was devastated to
hear of Mrs. Bernoskie’s predicament.

“I guarantee you, we will contrib-
ute what we can,” he said.

An expansive hearing – at which
both Mrs. Bernoskie and Zarinsky
are to appear – is scheduled in state
superior court soon, but no date has
been set yet, Mr. Javerbaum said.

Donations can be sent to: The
Bernoskie Justice Fund, c/o Kenneth
S. Javerbaum, Park Place Legal Cen-
ter, 959 South Springfield Avnue,
Springfield, N.J. 07081-3555.

Mr. Javerbaum said in the event the
decision is reversed, all monies will be
returned to donors.

State Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan,
a Democrat from Middlesex County,
plans to introduce a bill that would
remove the statute of limitations on
civil suits involving murder. The legis-
lature is in recess until November.

Debbie Dowling for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEMORIAL...Elizabeth Bernoskie, 76, a lunch aide at Tamaques Elementary
School, stands by a memorial to her husband, slain Rahway police officer Charles
Bernoskie.


