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WF Chansonettes
Begin Fall Rehearsals
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes

of Westfield continue to rehearse for
their winter concert series, “Once
Upon a Holiday,” to be performed
throughout December.

The program will feature songs
from holiday celebrations on Broad-
way, both around the world and close
to home. Selections include “A Holly
Jolly Holiday,” “Sing Gloria,” “Afri-
can Noel,” “Hanukah Nagilah” and
“Let There Be Peace on Earth.”

The Chansonettes is an all-women’s
choral group that sings three-part
harmony, under the direction of Jean
Schork with accompanist Mel Freda.

The group is always looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends. No auditions
are required.

For anyone who is a soprano, sec-
ond soprano, alto or loves to sing,
rehearsals are held once a week on
Wednesday evenings at the Presbyte-
rian Church on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Anyone needing more information
or interested in joining the group or
booking a holiday concert may call
Nancy Vickers at (908) 654-8675 or
Claudia Osborne at (908) 232-0477.

Music Has Power
Honors WF Resident
WESTFIELD – On Monday,

Westfield resident Thomas Nobile
received honors at The Music Has
Power Awards.

The Institute for Music and Neuro-
logic Function (IMNF) honored Mr.
Nobile, vice president and a senior
portfolio manager of The Bank of New
York Mellon Wealth Management, for
his dedication and support of the mis-
sion to raise awareness about music’s
ability to awaken, rehabilitate and heal.

The Music Has Power Awards is a
benefit concert that raises funds for
music therapy programs, along with
clinical and scientific research on mu-
sic and the brain. The therapists at the
institute work with people suffering
from a variety of neurological disor-
ders, including Parkinson’s,
Alzheimer’s and stroke.

The Institute for Music and Neuro-
logic Function (IMNF) is a member
of the Beth Abraham Family of Health
Services.

The event will be held at Feinstein’s
at Loews Regency – The Nightclub of
New York, featuring Michael
Feinstein.

Oratorio Singers
Reveal ‘07-08 Schedule

AREA – The Oratorio Society of
New Jersey will present two choral
events during the 2007-2008 season.

The fall concert on December , at
Immaculate Conception Church in
Montclair will feature Verdi’s Re-
quiem with professional soloists and
instruments. The spring concert will
be presented on April 12 at Union
Congregational Church in Upper
Montclair and will feature Great Op-
era Choruses.

Rehearsals for the fall concert will
begin on Tuesday, September 18, at
7:30 p.m. at Cedar Grove High School.
Scores will be available at the first
rehearsal.

The Oratorio Society of New Jer-
sey welcomes new voices as well as
returning singers. No audition is nec-
essary. Yearly dues are $50 (seniors
and students are $40). Rehearsals con-
tinue on Tuesday evenings from 8 to
10 p.m. at the high school on Rugby
Road.

The society comprises approxi-
mately 60 members from northern New
Jersey. Anyone in interested in joining
may call (973) 744-0330 or (973) 783-
3837 or visit oratoriosocietynj.org.
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Pre-K, Children, Teens & Adults

FALL SESSION STILL FORMING

500 North Avenue East, Westfield  (908) 654-5663
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VACNJ Begins Accepting
22nd Juried Show Entries

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ), located at
68 Elm Street in Summit, is officially
accepting entries for consideration in
its 22nd annual international juried
show, which will be on exhibition
from February 8 to March 21, 2008.

This annual juried exhibition draws
entrants from around the world, whose
work reflects every art medium. The
arts center received more than 1,800
entries last year, representing the me-
diums of painting, sculpture, mixed
media, watercolor and photography.

In addition to the submissions that
came from every area of the United
States, the VACNJ received entries
from Italy, Israel, Germany, Japan,
Canada, Sweden, England, New
Zealand, Thailand, South Korea, Ar-
gentina, Czech Republic, Spain and
Mexico.

A distinguished member of the arts
community is chosen as juror each

year. The arts center will welcome
Carter Foster, curator and curator of
drawings at the Whitney Museum of
American Art, as this year’s juror.

New this year, the best-in-show
winner will receive, along with a
$1,000 cash prize, the chance to meet
and have lunch with Mr. Foster. The
prize includes roundtrip travel with a
one-night hotel stay in Summit, plus
travel to New York City.

Those wishing to submit artwork
must send slides and digital image
entries no later than December 1.
Those seeking official entry forms
can send a self-addressed stamped
envelope to Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey, 68 Elm Street, Summit,
N.J., 07901, e-mail
mari@artcenternj.org or download
the prospectus at artcenternj.org.

For more information about
VACNJ, visit artcenternj.org or call
(908) 273-9121.

Niebisch Demonstrates
Watermedia Techniques

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
meeting will be held on Thursday,
September 20, at 7 p.m. on the lower
level of the Scotch Plains Library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. A dem-
onstration on Experimental
Watermedia Painting Techniques will
follow a brief business meeting.

Eileen Niebisch is a multi-stylistic
artist who uses various techniques in
watercolor, acrylic layers and collage
to capture the essence of different
subjects and themes.

Her artistry has evolved from study-
ing since 1972 with master artists in
workshops all over the country and at
the Art Students League of New York.
Her art conveys her spiritual aware-
ness and love for God. Her style is
revealed in her organic abstracts, us-
ing floral and landscape themes, as
one observes the Yin and Yang of
color contrasts and shapes.

An award-winning artist, she recently
joined the teaching faculty of Visual
Arts Center in Summit. Her paintings,
murals and commissions can be found
in private collections in North and South
America, as well as Europe.

The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Tom Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

ODD World Premiere – Just Part
Of Summit Playwright’s Vision

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – “I guess I keep coming
back to ‘Fragility of Childhood’ as a
theme,” said playwright Hal Corley
of Summit, whose play ODD opened
last weekend at Kean University.

“Even when I branch out, family
stories are the biggest ‘grabbers’ for
me,” he said at a rehearsal of his two-
act, four-character play that was se-
lected by Premiere Stages for pro-
duction.

ODD, which stands for “Opposi-
tional Defiance Disorder,” runs week-
ends through September 23.

Premiere Stages, the Equity The-
ater housed at Kean University in
Union, selects three top plays yearly
from approximately 350 entries, pre-
sents staged read-
ings of those top
three, gets feed-
back from audi-
ence members and
then chooses one
for a world pre-
miere.

Mr. Corley had
hoped for his lat-
est work merely to
be noticed. “Liter-
ally, [the play]
came out of my
computer in Janu-
ary; my agent
mailed it to the
competition just in
time for the dead-
line. I was hoping
for a reading.”

His play won a
coveted spot and
the staged reading
of ODD took place
on Friday the 13th
in April where Mr.
Corley felt the au-
dience was “en-
gaged in and ar-
rested” by his
work.

But when the hoped-for call came
stating that the Premiere Stages se-
lection committee had all but final-
ized the decision to select ODD for
production, there was a heart-stop-
ping question. Was Mr. Corley will-
ing to change the ending of the play?

“I had a weekend to think it over,
and I know I made the right choice,”
the playwright said.

An admittedly gutsy play, it gives a
full-blown portrayal of the disorder
that is actually real, not fictional.

Artistic director and director of this
show John Wooten explained his phi-
losophy. “If you are going to do a play

like this, it has to be blatantly honest.
You can’t sugarcoat it at all. It might
be uncomfortable for the audience at
times, but you need to be true to the
core of the play,” he said.

Playwright Corley said he enjoys
working with director Wooten. “John
helped me and guided me in the pro-
cess of revision,” he said.

“It’s rare to be able to work with
someone in a collaborative sense who
sees the integrity of the work but also
[sees it] as one in progress,” Mr.
Corley said of his new colleague.

“The caliber of collaboration is un-
paralleled,” Mr. Corley continued.
“John directs, these gifted actors bring
it to life and I, as the playwright, sit
there terrified!”

When asked which came first, the
concept or the
characters of his
play, Mr. Corley
smiles slightly.
“Actually, I saw a
flyer offering tu-
toring. They are
everywhere these
days. And I won-
dered at what point
do people open
their homes and
lives to strangers?”

Originally, the
tutor was the
work’s main fo-
cus, but Mr. Corley
said the play took
a turn and “this
journey is the
child’s.”

The “child” is a
screaming, seem-
ingly undisci-
plined 15-year-old
named Michah
(played by
Malachy Orozco),
who meets his
match in his tutor
(Joseph Adams).
Toby Poser plays

Anna Marie, the single mother who is
stigmatized by all of the letters of
label tattooed on her special-educa-
tion son.

Ilana Seagull plays Ilona, a high-
school senior who offers to tutor
Michah in mathematics only because
it pads her college application form.

Even as late as last Saturday before
opening night, September 7, the play-
wright scribbles notes and double-
checks the flow of the language of his
work for any tweaking or revising.
After all, it’s a work in progress.

And oh, for that revised ending?
Check out the play for yourself.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
ODDBALL…Malachy Orozco as
Michah, center, reads aloud for his
tutor, Joe (Joseph Adams), right and
his mother, Anna Marie(Toby Poser),
in ODD, a play by Summit resident Hal
Corley. The world premiere of the two-
act play runs Friday and Saturday
nights and Sunday matinees at Kean
University.

Cranford HS Student Wins
‘Fresh Films’ Experience

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — It’s common to
see a teenager at the movies. It’s even
common to see a teenager starring in
a movie. What’s not so common is a
teenager having the opportunity to
write, direct, produce, film and edit a
movie, which is what Cranford High
School senior Rebecca Hoeffler got
to do this summer.

Rebecca successfully competed
against thousands of other young ap-
plicants nationwide to win a position
on a film crew for the annual Samsung
Fresh Films contest.

The teen said she became interested
in film a few years ago and often opted
for using the medium for school projects
whenever she could. She and a friend
spotted the contest in a magazine.

“We had to send in an essay about
why we want to be a filmmaker and
an idea for a film,” Rebecca said.

According to Alana Bardauskis,
marketing manager for Fresh Films,
winners were selected from all differ-
ent experience levels to share their
talents and learn alongside other teen
filmmakers.

“We know that making movies is
something that many dream about
but don’t have the tools or the training
to turn into reality,” Ms. Bardauskis

said. “Fresh Films connects them to a
realistic introduction of the nuances
of filmmaking as teens cast, create,
shoot and edit their short film within

a one-week production schedule.”
Not only was Rebecca selected to

participate, but her script idea was cho-
sen for the New York City crew’s project.

Rebecca reported that the seven
days she spent in the city working on
the production were action-packed
from the start.

“I thought we’d have a briefing or
something, but the second we got
there, we started casting,” she said.

Work ran the gamut from technical
work, like using boom mikes and
editing software, to directing and pro-
ducing.

Rebecca said she found producing,
which even included securing food
donations for the crew’s meals, to be
the most challenging. Her favorite
aspect was directing.

Her crew’s film, Duck Love, was
scheduled for shooting in Central Park
on what Rebecca described as the
only rainy day during a week of beau-
tiful weather this summer.

“We had to run under a tunnel in the
middle of a scene when it started to
downpour,” she said. “We had to get
all the cameras under an umbrella
and make sure nothing got wet. But in
the end, it all worked out.”

The editing process followed, and
Rebecca found the opportunity to
work with professional software such
as “Final Cut Pro” amazing.

Duck Love was one of nine films
produced nationwide for the contest
in the categories of Comedy, Drama
and Action/Thriller. Viewers voted

Rebecca Hoeffler

FRESH FACE...This summer, Cranford High School student Rebecca Hoeffler
competed against thousands of other young applicants nationwide to win a
position on a film crew for the annual Samsung Fresh Films contest. Above, at left,
she makes pre-production calls.
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