
Page 14  Thursday, September 13, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Football Team
No. 4 on N.J. Win List

According to the Website
www.texashsfootball.com, the WHS
Blue Devils came into the 2007 season
as the fourth-winningest team in New
Jersey football history. After last
weekend’s games, Phillipsburg is the
leader with 595 victories, followed by
Atlantic City (557), Montclair (552),
WHS and Hammonton (548) and then
Paulsboro (547). (It should be noted
that those teams count victories over
alumni and local club or amateur teams
back 100 or so years ago, which WHS
does not.)

And checking out the National High
School Record Book, WHS’s 15 un-
beaten seasons still is in the national
top 10 all-time. Those years are: 1901,
1930, 1931, 1941, 1944, 1947, 1961,
1965, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1974,
1976 and 1977.

Of the 26 N.J. schools listed with
over 400 wins, only Montclair and
Summit are located north of Route 22,
which makes me think there are some
North Jersey schools — Hackensack,
Ridgewood, Passaic, Union,
Plainfield, Elizabeth, Morristown,
Roxbury and Hackettstown come to
mind — that haven’t had anyone add
up all their W’s.

As far as win No. 548, you might
have to go back to 1978, when WHS
won 67-0 at Linden and Ron Allen
was a two-way standout, to find a
game where WHS outrushed Linden
by over 200 yards. But that’s what
happened Friday night at Linden’s
Cooper Field. Ron’s son Malcolm
rambled for 121 yards on 22 carries
and Ricardo Johnson added another
82 on 17 attempts, while the WHS
defense, led by ends John Dugan and
Willie Johnson, held Linden to minus
five yards rushing in a 27-13 opening
win. And all this with WHS two-way
standout Scott Newman not in the
lineup (he hoped to be cleared by
doctors on Tuesday to return to prac-
tice). Newman was ably replaced by
Ryan Scanlon at guard and T.J. Mruz
at linebacker.

The home opener is Saturday, 1
p.m., against a Cranford team that
features an outstanding runner in Chad
Faulcone and a solid two-way athlete
in quarterback/safety Simon Smith.
Last year WHS ended a three-year
losing streak to the Cougars. This
will be the 50th meeting of the two
rivals (the first was a 12-0 WHS win
in 1905), a series the Blue Devils lead
37-12.

NON-PUBS UPDATE
A South Jersey newspaper recently

did a story about the ever-widening
differences between public and non-
public schools. The reason for the
story was a 13-year-old from
Somerdale, Camden County, had de-

cided he wanted to improve his edu-
cational chances by attending …
Camden Catholic? Gloucester Catho-
lic? St. Augustine Prep? Holy Cross?
Notre Dame? CBA? Holy Spirit?
Those would be good guesses, given
their proximity to Somerdale. And
there’s also Haddonfield High where,
for a fee, you can send your student-
athlete.

But no, the young man will be
attending St. Patrick High School in
Elizabeth, a parochial school some
80 miles from his house.

Oh, did we mention that the young
man is 6-foot-6 and projected to be
over 7-feet tall by the time he gradu-
ates from the tiny basketball factory?

Anyhow, the story got me to won-
dering. How good are these paro-
chial/prep coaches, or are they just
the beneficiaries of great talent. If
Kevin Boyle coached basketball at
WHS and Kevin Everly was at St.
Patrick, who would win? If Jeff
Buxton coached wrestling at WHS
and Glen Kurz was at Blair Academy,
who would win? If Greg Toal coached
football at WHS and Jim DeSarno
was at Don Bosco Prep, who would
win? If Mike Sheppard coached base-
ball at WHS and Bob Brewster was at
Seton Hall Prep, who would win? If
Arky Crook coached tennis at WHS
and George Kapner was at Newark
Academy, who would win?

Remember that Everly, Kurz,
DeSarno, Brewster and Kapner are
successful with the talent located just
within their school district. The oth-
ers aren’t limited by a town, town-
ship, county, state or (in St. Pat’s case
sometimes) country restrictions.
“Have visa, can play” could be on the
back of the St. Pat’s t-shirts.

And pul-eeeeze don’t bring up all
the money parents have to spend for
their athlete-students to attend these
catholic/private schools and play for
their all-star teams. Many parents are
more than willing to start their child’s
potential (and often fruitless) Olym-
pic team or scholarship-earning chase
by spending whatever it takes to make
that happen. (In many cases, they’ll
spend more money trying to get that
scholarship than the actual scholar-
ship money they are hoping to save.)

Some of these schools are brazen
in their attempts to get kids. Don’t
think so? I could give you the names
of a handful of outstanding WHS
swimmers in the last 10-15 years who
were actively pursued by a parochial
school in a neighboring county. And
I’ve seen high school coaches sitting
in the stands at Pop Warner games,
wearing their “State Champions”
jackets. Since they had no relatives
playing on either team, just what ex-

actly where they doing there? And
why were they wearing those jack-
ets? And who could forget the catho-
lic school football coaches talking to
a wide-eyed freshman star at a rival
public school about transferring (he
did) … during the post-game hand-
shake line! Are you kidding me?

Here are some comments by paro-
chial/private coaches in that article.

Coach Boyle says: “We send kids
to Duke and North Carolina and
Florida. People look at us and say,
‘Hey, they make pro players.’ We
have better ingredients because we
can get better ingredients.”

Den says: Does anybody think Al
Harrington and Samuel Dalembert
would have been unable to make the
NBA if they hadn’t attended catholic
school in Elizabeth?

Coach Dennis Barth at baseball
power Gloucester Catholic says: “If
anyone has an advantage, it’s the pub-
lic schools. They know who they’re
going to have coming up since first
grade.”

Den says: The publics know who
they have coming up since first grade,
but so do you through your South
Jersey baseball hitting academy and
your father coaching the legendary
Brooklawn legion team.

Coach Gary Papa at wrestling
power Camden Catholic says: “If
you’re going to separate non-publics
based on strength and success, why
don’t you also separate Group 1 from
Group 4?”

Den says: Uh, Gary, they do sepa-
rate Group 1 from Group 4.

Former Gloucester Catholic player
Chris Rollins, a Chicago Cubs draftee,
says: “Gloucester Catholic was a base-
ball powerhouse and baseball was
my only reason for going there.”

Den says: Hello, NJSIAA, are you
listening?

The mother of the 13-year-old in
question says he is going to St. Patrick
for “an educational opportunity.”

Den says: No comment (and trying
hard not to laugh).

The NJSIAA has policies in place
that prohibit switching schools for
“athletic advancement.” But that’s
almost laughable, especially recall-
ing when a standout swimmer several
years ago told the Philadelphia In-
quirer, after transferring from East-
ern Regional to Cherry Hill East, that
he made the move “because it gives
me a better chance of being on a state
champion.”

Consider this: Did Lance Thomas
get into Duke because he left SP-F and
went to St. Benedict’s Prep? He aver-
aged 4.0 points per game last year.

Consider this: Dahntay Jones
played at Steinert High, down in

Mercer County, and later averaged
14.3 ppg during his career at Duke.

Consider this: Duke also had 7-
foot Brian Zoudek this year, out of
Haddonfield High (see first paragraph
above), which is one of the state’s top
school systems.

Believe it or not, things are only
going to get worse. Recent reports
have major colleges actively recruit-
ing and signing seventh and eighth
grade football and basketball players
to college scholarships. We’re talk-
ing kids who haven’t even reached
puberty!

And people wonder why I yearn
for the good ol’ days.

IN THE GENES
Jeff Backus, an offensive tackle

with the Detroit Lions who hasn’t
missed a game since he was drafted
out of the University of Michigan six
years ago, was ranked the No. 179
overall player in the entire NFL by
Sports Illustrated’s Peter King.
Backus is the son of former WHS all-
stater Bill Backus (Class of ’67).

Randy Winn is having a wonderful
year with the San Francisco Giants.
Through Sunday’s games, the 33-
year-old son of WHS all-around
standout Dwight Winn (’62) was hit-
ting .296 with 36 doubles and 10
home runs. He is a 10-year veteran
with 90 career home runs.

NEW COACHES
WHS has two new varsity head

coaches this year, and both — Molly
Phelan and Brooke Smith — are WHS
graduates.

Phelan (’97) takes over as the field
hockey coach, replacing Maggie
McFadden, who stepped down after
posting a 179-162-72 record in 24
seasons.

Smith (’99) is the new girls swim
coach, taking over for Jaime Ruszala,
who went 49-11 in four years with
four county championships and a state
title last winter before heading west
to get married.

STRANGE BUT TRUE
In the last eight WHS vs. Linden

football games, WHS is 3-1 at Lin-
den, and 1-3 at Kehler Stadium.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
Tony DiIorio is the winner of this

week’s free sub from Al the Owner at
Westfield Subs (261 South Ave. West).
In his first varsity appearance, the
junior quarterback hit on 8 of 17
passes for 108 yards and a pair of
touchdowns in a 27-13 victory over
Linden.

The Devil’s Den appears Thurs-
day in The Westfield Leader during
the school year. Contact us with
comments, complaints or sugges-
tions at bj1019@aol.com. GO
BLUE DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Tony DiIorio

Football
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WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

At the Westfield YMCA - Confrence Room 1

(220 Clark Street location)

The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for the
2008 baseball season.  Anyone interested in addressing the board
is welcome to attend the meeting or contact the board directly at
westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the WBL
Board of Directors for the 2008 season:

TITLE

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Pony / Mustang League

Major League

International League

Registration

4th Grade

3rd Grade

2nd Grade

1st Grade

Kindergarten

Equipment / Uniforms

Sponsors

Safety Director

Field Schedule / Umpires

Summer Travel

NAME

Leo White

Phil Russo

Ron Greenberg

Frank Fusaro

Emanuel Psyhojos

Charlie Meyer

Rick Elliott

Ed Savickas

Joe Rinaldi
Michael Varano
Tony Catanzaro
Dan Duffy
Paul Friel
John Monaghan / John Githens

Jack Reilly

Dan Eliades

Gary Fox

Al Rabinowitz

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th - 8:00 PM

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
St. Bart’s Championship Game

Westfield/Linden Football
SPF/Shabazz Football

SPF/Cranford Boys Soccer
SPF/Westfield Boys Soccer
Westfield/SPF Girls Soccer

GL/Roselle Football

Blue Devil Boys Shutout
SP-F Soccer Raiders, 1-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys’
soccer team found success to get the
ball into the goal mouth in the first
half to earn a, 1-0 victory over the 1-
1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys in its
season opener in Scotch Plains on
September 10.

Blue Devil junior Mike Irving
headed the winning shot off a re-
bound into the upper right hand cor-
ner.

“It was a great kick from about
midfield and I think it was Matt Gralla
who kicked it. It was bouncing around;

Mike Forgash ripped a shot that hit
the post. It popped up and I was in the
right spot to head it in off the re-
bound. Scotch Plains is our rival and
this is just what we wanted to do
today,” said Irving.

Both goalkeepers delivered pow-
erful performances including numer-
ous unbelievable saves. Senior Blue
Devil Gregory O’Brien’s aggressive-
ness and quick reactions kept the Blue
Devils’ den safe from scoring.
O’Brien registered six saves on eight
shots on goal, while Raider goalie
Brandon Reddington finished with
six saves on eight shots on goal.

“This is our first game of the year
and that’s how we seriously ap-
proached it. Of course, it’s Scotch
Plains, so it’s a little more than that.
Win or lose, we are playing next
week, the week after that and the
week after that and we had certain
goals that we set and we met all but
one of them,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner. “The kids had
a wonderful first half and had the
better of the play, better chances.

SCOTCH PLAINS $515,000 WESTFIELD $579,000

WESTFIELD $1,995,000 WESTFIELD $725,000

WESTFIELD $499,000

WESTFIELD $499,900

Split Level home includes 9 rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths,
Formal Dining Room, Country Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room, den
and full basement.

Spacious Split Level features 8 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, hardwood floors throughout, new Kitchen, bath, windows,
CAC, furnace, roof, deck, garage door and more.  Also includes a
Florida Room with wood-burning stove and has a freshly painted
interior.  A must see!

When only the best will do.  A tribute to uncompromised elegance,
amazing, hand-crafted detail and features.  For the discerning buyer
who appreciates quality.  A Primavera home stands alone.  Home
is ready!

Perfect for NYC commuters.  Close to bus, train, schools and down-
town.  This Colonial offers 9 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Family Room with gas fireplace, Formal Din-
ing Room and Central Air Conditioning.

Easy living with open floor plan.  Great location!  This Ranch offers
6 rooms and includes 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Living
Room/Dining Room combo, gleaming hardwood floors, new win-
dows, 2 fireplaces, new roof, gutters and siding, new CAC, energy
efficient furnace and patio.

Sunny Colonial features 6 rooms and includes 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths,
Eat-In Kitchen, pantry, Formal Dining Room with beamed ceiling,
hardwood floors, archways, high ceilings, updated Kitchen with eat-
ing area and powder room, newer Recreation Room and office, Liv-
ing Room with bowed wall, 2-zone heat, updated electric.  Close to
town and transportation.


