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HOLY TRINITY STUDENTS BACK TO SCHOOL…Michaela Brennan, Steven
Guastamacchia and Declan Murphy, from left to right, wait patiently for the first
day bell to ring them back to class for the 2007-2008 school year.IN THE ACT...Academy-Award-winning actress Celeste Holm, right, honors

Dorothy Szot, former principal of Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield,
for her 50 years spent in Catholic education as a teacher and principal.

Holy Trinity School Opens
Doors with New Principal

Gatherers Honor Szot
At Celebration Dinner

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, serving the
area since 1916, opened its doors
once again to students and parents on
Wednesday, September 5. Sister
Maureen Fichner, newly appointed
principal, greeted parents at a back-
to-school coffee hosted by the Home
and School Association (HSA).

Doreen Notar, HSA president, said,
“We look forward to a new and excit-
ing school year and we have many
fun events scheduled for parents and
students.”

First up is a Family Comedy Night
starring Gary DeLena on Friday, Sep-
tember 21, to be held at the
Mountainside campus. Ms. Notar also
said that back-to-school nights would
be held on September 19 (Westfield
Campus) and October 11
(Mountainside), followed by a wine
tasting on October 12 and Octoberfest
on October 28.

Fall sports are underway, said Ath-
letic Director Jim Killeen. “Cross-
country and girls volleyball kick off
our school year. Our cross-country
team has enjoyed great success over
the years and we look forward to

another good season. Girls volley-
ball, directed by Jean McAllister, is
growing in popularity and some of
our alumni are playing on their high
school teams,” said Mr. Killeen.

Sister Maureen announced new
additions to the faculty this year. They
are Noreen Wickwire (kindergarten),
Rosemary Malcolm (Grade 4), Col-
leen Cattafe (Grade 7), George
Polasky (Grade 8), and Regina Puzzo
(Computers). Kathleen Maloney
moved from Grade 4 to Grade 2.

Retiring teachers Lois Wallin, Jo-
seph Wargo and Sue Boscia were hon-
ored in the spring, as was retiring prin-
cipal Dorothy Szot. Computer teacher
Delia Chamorro has taken a leave of
absence to work in the missions in
Kenya, a project supported greatly by
parents and faculty. Ms. Chamorro will
return to Holy Trinity in February.

Speaking about the upcoming school
year recently, Sister Maureen said,
“This year will generate the challenge
of transformation for the school com-
munity. Moving into a new adminis-
tration after many years excites me to
unite all to see a growth in faith, love
and education for our children.”

WESTFIELD – More than 500
people gathered to honor Dorothy
Szot, former principal of Holy Trin-
ity Interparochial School in Westfield
on June 14 at the Pines Manor in
Edison.

Ms. Szot, who retired in June, spent
50 years in Catholic education as a
teacher and principal. She was asso-
ciated with Holy Trinity
Interparochial for 40 years, first as a
faculty member and for the last 24
years as principal.

Joe Nolan, Holy Trinity Class of
1972 and current WABC and WPLJ
on-air personality, emceed the din-
ner. He said of Ms. Szot, “not only
was she a great teacher and principal,
but she was my mother’s best friend.”

Mr. Nolan’s late mother taught at
Holy Trinity School in the 1970s.

Brother Ralph Darmento, deputy
superintendent of education for the
Archdiocese of Newark, gave the in-
vocation and Reverend Kevin
Hanbury, vicar of education, and Sis-
ter Joan Amelia Ferrugiarro also
spoke.

Other speakers included Maria
Smith, Renee Rauch, Joe Cecala, Dan
Egan, Bob Gregory, and Dennis Egan.
Tim McLoone and The Shirleys pro-
vided entertainment.

Bill Fitzpatrick, who served on the
dinner committee, said “Dorothy
Szot’s vision of a faith-filled school
of excellence has certainly come to
fruition and this is due to her leader-
ship and dedication over the last 40
years.”

The Dorothy Szot Celebration Din-
ner also served as a kickoff event to
establish and Endowment Fund for
Holy Trinity Interparochial School.
The fund also incorporates a scholar-
ship and financial aid fund that will
be named in Ms. Szot’s honor.

Holy Trinity’s board of pastors has

appointed Sister Maureen Fichner as
the next principal of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School.

The school, which is accredited by
the Middle States Education Asso-
ciation, currently has an enrollment
of 450 students located at campuses
in Mountainside and Westfield.

Westfield High School
Strikes Up the Band

WESTFIELD – The high school
football season is underway, with try-
outs and camps merely a summer
memory.

What sports fans may not realize is
that during the summer, another ele-
ment of the football tradition was in
motion at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. A total of 86 members of
the Westfield High School marching
band, its director and assistants con-
tinually practiced to prepare for kick-
off in September.

Beginning with three days of
marching and playing instruments in
Westfield, the band and color guard
traveled to Greeley, Pa., arriving at
band camp for five days of rehearsals
lasting nine hours a day. The band
members memorized music and
learned marching formations during
this time.

Newly appointed band director Dan
Zugale, who also is an instrumental
music teacher at Edison Intermediate
School, began working with the high-

school marching band eight years ago,
assisting the percussion section.

With 13 new members of the
Westfield High School marching
band, Mr. Zugale remains optimistic
and says he is “grateful for the oppor-
tunity to work with such an outstand-
ing group of people, including par-
ents, staff and students.” He said,
“My first year as director has gone
smoothly thus far.”

The band will perform at Westfield
High School’s first home game at
Kehler Stadium, marching to this
year’s “Russian” theme, on Saturday,
September 15.

The first of many band competi-
tions begins Saturday, September 29,
in Piscataway. In the meantime, the
86 students will rehearse four days a
week, three hours a day, upholding a
Westfield High School tradition that
has lasted close to 90 years.

Mum’s The Word
At Westfield High School

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School marching band will hold its
annual fall mum sale Saturday, Sep-
tember 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. rain
or shine at Edison School at the cor-
ner of Rahway Avenue and Grove
Street.

The sale will feature nine-inch
mums in an assortment of colors at
$6.50 each. Proceeds help sponsor
the many band events, activities and
competitions. Westfield blankets and
other merchandise will also be on
sale. For more information, call (908)
232-6434.

STORED ENERGY…The Franklin School fifth-grade Class of 2007 presented
the Westfield Rescue Squad with a check for an $884 donation over Labor Day
weekend. The fifth graders had operated a school store this past school year as
they do every year to help offset activity costs. They then split the profits to include
their favorite charity and additionally donated some earnings back to Franklin
School to use for its library restoration. Pictured are Westfield Rescue Squad
President Reid Edles, class of 2007 fifth-graders Morgan McAlister and Kim
Roth and Kim’s mom, Grace Roth, former owner of the Town Book Store, who
shared her talents for retailing to oversee the school store’s successful operation.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

The Student View to Return Shortly
The Student View will return once

students have settled in. If anyone is
interested in contributing his or her
thoughts about school life, local hap-
penings, politics, state/national phe-
nomenons etc, feel free to contact
Education Editor Michael Pollack at
edu@goleader.com

The Leader/Times is looking for high-

Mountainside’s Kinney
Becomes Klein Scholar

MOUNTAINSIDE – Nora Kinney
of Mountainside, a first-year student
at Franklin & Marshall College, has
been named a Klein Scholar.

The Klein Scholar Program recog-
nizes students who have demonstrated
excellence in a challenging high-
school curriculum and have contrib-
uted to their school and community
in significant and positive ways. The
scholarship is for $5,000 a year and
may be renewed for up to eight se-
mesters of study.

Nora, a 2007 graduate of Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights, is the daughter of Brian and
Nancy Kinney of Mountainside.

Sixth Grader’s Poem
Receives High Merit
WESTFIELD – Earlier this year,

Mary Randazzo, the daughter of Ed
and Joan Randazzo of Westfield, sub-
mitted a poem to a Creative Commu-
nication-sponsored contest for young
poets.

Mary is in sixth grade at Edison
Intermediate School. Her poem was
selected from thousands of entries as
one of the top 10 in her grade divi-
sion.

The contest was held for all stu-
dents in kindergarten to grade 12.
The top 10 poets in each division
each receive special recognition in
the poetry anthology “A Celebration
of Young Poets.”

Each top-10 winner receives a com-
plimentary copy of the anthology and
a $50 savings bond. Poems are se-
lected for their literacy merit, creativ-
ity and social significance.

school students from various local towns
– not just Westfield and Scotch Plains.
This includes students from public, pri-
vate and parochial schools. Anyone
interested in writing, contact the paper.

From experience,  The Student View
helps enhance writing skills and pro-
vides clips for colleges when the time
comes to apply.

By using science, technology and planning, emergency management deals
with disasters and extreme events that can deeply affect a community.  Find
out ways to reduce the risk of disasters, how to plan and prepare for them, as
well as how to respond and recover. Learn about the Hazardous Materials
Response Team, and how to prepare your own personal disaster kit.

Join the Chelsea at Fanwood for a

Critical and Informative Workshop
Presented by Ben Laganga,

Director of Union County Emergency Response

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and
community involvement and family education.

Open to the public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

WHEN: Wednesday, September 19, 2007
TIME: 2:00 p.m.
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200

Custom Fabricated Cabinetry & Furniture
Finished Basement with Media Center
Bedroom Window Seats with Storage
Libraries with Hidden Liquor Cabinet
Impeccable Refinishing and Painting

GERARD KELLY

908-209-0104

brogankelly@comcast.net

For Questions or Advice, Call

Fully Insured

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

MARCH ON...The 86-member Westfield High School Marching Band rehearsed
this summer at band camp in Pennsylvania.

Teachers Engage
In Reading Seminar
WESTFIELD – A two-week

seminar recently concluded in the
Westfield Public Schools, with 20
teachers acquiring and discussing
ways to approach reading instruc-
tion.

The participants consisted of
novice to veteran kindergarten to
grade 12 teachers, who were led by
Barbara Ball, Heather Rocco and
Christine Carswell.

“Participants engaged in mean-
ingful discussions and designed
new learning activities that will
guide their reading instruction for
many years,” said Heather Rocco,
Westfield High School English
Department chairman.

While this was the first year of
the Westfield Reading Project, the
idea came from the Westfield Writ-
ing Project, a seminar the district
has held for numerous years.

READ BETWEEN THE LINES…From bottom row, left to right, teachers John
Borja, Darren Finkel, Liz Kwiatkowski, Lauren Christie, Katie Wertheimer,
John Cheddar, Liz Soriero, and top row, Daria Plaskon, Audrey Zavetz, Penny
McDonnell, Mary McCabe, Vicki Coppola, Kelly Molnar, Jennifer Gould, Anne
Marie Petriano, Doreen Grezlak and Suzy Kaplan take part in a two-week
seminar concerning reading instruction. Not pictured are instructors Barbara
Ball, Heather Rocco and Chris Carswell. See related release on this page.

Poppyfields Home   to host trunk show of luxurious 

linens, one of the kind pillows and furniture 
 

On Thursday, September 20, Poppyfields Home will host a trunk 

show featuring Bella Notte Linens, Embellished Pillows and J.M. 

Paquet upholstered furniture. Located in downtown Westfield, 

Poppyfields Home has expanded its inventory offering customers 

linens, furniture, upholstery, gifts and accessories from CRIB to 

KING.  Now in its 10th year of business the store carries Redford 

House, Eddy West, Newport Cottage, Art for Kids furniture, Lee Ind., 

J.M. Paquet, Patchouli upholstered furniture, Bella Notte, Elizabeth 

Allen, Pine Cone Hill, Vera Bradley linens for the family, chandliers, 

lamps, pillows, artwork and many NEW gift and accessory items.  In 

home decorating service always available. On September 20 from 4-

9pm we invite all for wine and cheese and meet the Bella Notte and 

J.M. Paquet specialists. The specialists along with Poppyfields Home 

staff will be available to design your bedroom and living/family rooms.  

Trunk show orders discounted 20%. Advanced appointment is 

recommended, call for more details. Poppyfields Home is open 

Tuesday to Saturday 9:30 –5pm, evening hours by appointment.  It is 

located at 116 Elm Street, Westfield.  For more information and/or an 

appointment, call 908-518-9495. 
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