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GIBBONS RIPS GAME WINNER, SPELLMAN GETS 3 RBI

St. Luke Grabs ‘Angels’ Halo
With 11-10 Win Over St. Pats

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After three-straight doubles, Keith
Gibbons ripped an RBI single in the
bottom of the sixth inning in what
turned out to be the winning run to
earn St. Luke the Angels Division
crown with an 11-10 victory over St.
Patrick in the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League playoffs at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
August 29. St. Luke advanced to face
archrival St. Jude for the overall St.
Bart’s crown on Labor Day.

Just off the injured reserve list,
Gibbons, guarding first base, followed
up with spectacular (three-inch verti-
cal) leaping grab of a liner to set up
the first of three-straight outs in the

top of the seventh to preserve Luke’s
victory.

But Gibbons was not the only hero
in this ferocious showdown between
two quality teams – St. Luke entering
the game with a 16-6 record and St.
Pats with a 15-7-1 record. Luke team-
mate Kevin Spellman rapped an RBI
double, an RBI single and an RBI
sacrifice fly. Damon Roth rapped a
pair of doubles and a rare single,
while scoring twice and adding an

RBI. Scott Smith smacked an RBI
double, singled and scored once. Cap-
tain Luke Fugett plopped an RBI
single, tripled and scored. Bill
McKinney (2 runs scored) and Rick
Regenthal (run scored) each had two
singles. Nick DiNizo doubled and
scored, Art Hobble wiggled an RBI
single and scored, Bob Pielhau had
two RBI and Larry Szenyi singled.

Pat leadoff hitter Paul Bifani singled

GOLF INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE
• Private Lessons
• Group Lessons
• Gift Certificates
• Video Swing Analysis

Call Derek McDonald PGA Teaching Professional.
Tel: 908 232 4288
• 2004 New Jersey PGA Assistant of the Year 
• Top 10 in New Jersey Player of the Year Award 2005

Echo Lake 
Country Club

derekmcdonald92@pga.com
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St. Bart’s Championship Game to be in September 13 Issue.BLACH, KARIS, COLINERI NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Raiders’ New Look Expects
Success in Girls Volleyball

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Outdoing the achievements of last
year will not be good enough for this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ volleyball squad. Fin-
ishing with a 14-9 record, the Raiders
qualified for the first time to the
NJSIAA Group 3, Section 2 Tourna-
ment where they fell to Teaneck in a
two-point, Game 3
heartbreaker.

“We made team
goals that we set for
ourselves as a
benchmarks last
year. Out of the
eight, we accom-
plished four, includ-
ing making it to the
states and keeping
up communication
on the court. Those
were big milestones
for the program.
We’re hoping to turn
the program around,
make it legitimate
and the girls are
working hard to do
that,” said Raider
Head Coach
Adriene Stack.

The Raiders gradu-
ated five varsity play-
ers, but the loss of
three-year setter
Maetal Rosenberg
may be huge. “The
setter I like to equate
to a quarterback.
They are the leaders
on the court, they set
the tone and those are big shoes to fill.
Along with her, I lost outside hitter
Morgan and Allison Brown, my oppo-
site hitter. I believe that those shoes can
be filled this year because I have girls
who work very hard and are very deter-
mined to win. I believe they are going to
go far this year.”

The higher experience level may
pay off for the Raiders with the return
of team captains, Izzy Blach, Alyssa
Karis and Nicole Colineri.

“Izzy, Nicole and Alyssa have an
intensity that teams really should be
intimidated by,” said Stack. “They
play to win the game, play to win
points and they play to keep their
teammates up.”

The Raiders return 11 varsity play-
ers, including five seniors, five jun-
iors and one sophomore. It is a nice
nucleus led by middle hitter Blach.

“She is a phenomenal player, plays

an aggressive game and it’s some-
thing to really be in awe when you see
her play,” said Stack.

Opposite hitter Colineri, a great
athlete who is very fast, has an ability
to reach to any ball with her aggres-
sive style.

As to Karis, Stack said, “She is
someone who has continued to grow
and develop over the years and has

really stepped into her game as a
middle hitter. It’s beautiful to watch
her play and think back to when she
was a sophomore and how much she’s
grown in those years.”

Senior setter Alicia Mathews uti-
lized excellent speed on the court and
is very aggressive at the net. Senior
opposite hitter Meghan Reilly, a phe-
nomenal back row passer according
to Stack, throws her body down to the
court to play up any kind of dink or
any kind of ball. Junior Nicole
DeSando will take the court as the
outside hitter.

“I’ve known her since her fresh-
man year and to watch her become
such an aggressive hitter and a vocal
player on the team is really great to
watch,” said Stack.

Last year’s junior varsity setter Kim
Shelus will also be an asset. “She has
a great back row pass and has a great

touch, so I’m still deciding where I
like to place her,” said Stack.

In the mix, include setter junior Jill
Coffeey, who possesses a beautiful
touch on the ball and can set three-two
or one’s. Junior Kristen Betau, a very
aggressive player, will be an opposite
hitter. Junior Ciera Gano will occupy
the middle or outside position.

“Great height, great intensity, wants
to win and will
capitalize on
any opportu-
nity to get any
playing time
in the game,”
said Stack of
Gano.

Sophomore
outside hitter
Becky Brand
has a strong
court sense and
has created a
great serve.

“I am al-
ways looking
for a champi-
onship, not for
me but for
them and the
Raiders are a
force to be
r e c k o n e d
with,” con-
cluded Stack.
“I expect
them, I don’t
hope for, I ex-
pect them to
make it to
states and I
expect them to

make it beyond the first round. I
expect them to make it beyond the
first round of counties and these are
goals that are attainable if they stay
focused, push themselves and give
the game and their team everything
they have.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A RAIDER FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH…Enjoying a lighter moment
before a hard practice are volleyball players, Izzy Blach, Alyssa Karis, Nicole
Colineri, Alicia Mathews, Meghan Reilly, Nicole DeSando, Kim Shelus, Jill Coffey,
Kristin Betau, Ciera Gano and Becky Brand. Assistant coach T.J. Gavor and Head
Coach Adriene Stack.
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WESTFIELD WYCHWOOD GEM $1,699,900
Welcome to 445 Topping Hill in the heart of Wychwood.  This architectural gem blends old world elegance with 21st

century technology.  An arched mahogany front door echoes the four stone arches of the front façade.  Ten foot high
windows, with upper & lower transoms, anchor the spectacular entry foyer which opens to a formal dining room,
gourmet chef ’s kitchen & step down family room with 10-foot ceilings.  Oversize windows throughout flood the open
floor plan with natural light.  The master bedroom features a tray ceiling, spa quality private bath, a huge walk-in closet
and balcony overlooking the rear property.  Comfortably proportioned, this 11 room, 5 bedroom 4 full & 1 half bath
home offers 4,900 SF of beautifully crafted living space.  (052111324)

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 9/9  1-5PM $569,000
Move right in!  This lovely & meticulous Split Level home boasts a spectacular property on a peaceful, quiet
street.  It has been completely updated inside & out within the past 5 years.  The exterior updates include
a new roof, siding, windows, deck and front walkway.  The interior updates include  a new kitchen, full bath
& powder room, CAC, furnace & hot water heater.  Custom shelving, built-in, plenty of closet space, new
interior trim work and paint complete the appeal of this beautiful home . . . make it yours today!  DIR:
Summit Ave. to Moss Ave. #13  (052111421)

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 9/9  1-5PM $430,000
Welcome to this 4 bedroom, 2 full bath Split Level home.  There is a new family room addition (2006) with
full bath and hardwood floors under most carpeting.  A spacious new deck and private backyard complete
this lovely home.  DIR: Front St. to Hunter #431 (052111497)

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 9/9  1-5PM $470,000
This lovely 3 bedroom, 2 full bath Colonial boasts a charming entryway with French doors that open to an inviting living
room with a brick & wood mantle wood burning fireplace.  Archways lead to a sunlit den with track lighting & a formal
dining room with chair rails.  The eat-in kitchen, with newer appliances, offers abundant wood cabinetry & counter
space.  The 2nd floor offers 3 bedrooms with ample closet space and a main bath.  Hardwood floors under carpeting, a
walk-up attic – perfect for storage/expansion, a basement with a full bath, a 2-car garage, cement patio & partially
fenced-in yard complete this choice home.  Situated on a tranquil tree-lined street, near town & transportation, this
lovingly maintained home can be yours today!  DIR: South Ave. or Scotch Plains Ave. to Drake Pl. #629  (052111448)

WESTFIELD PRE-CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY $1,789,000
Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this distinctive custom CH Colonial residence boasts 4,000 SF of luxury
plus an additional 1,700 SF of finished basement w/full bath.  A regal stone façade with Hardi-Plank ™
siding, 3 car garage and substantial property are just the beginning.  Amenities include a 2-story foyer with
solid oak staircase, 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors level 1 & 2, formal living and
dining rooms featuring mahogany inlays and tray & boxed beam ceilings, designer kitchen plus breakfast
room, master retreat with fireplace, sitting room, dual walk-in closets and ensuite spa like bath, full walk-up
attic and more!  (0520001589)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,575,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom interior.
Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2-story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large center island kitchen
with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook, wet bar, and a spectacular family
room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood-burning fireplace w/marble & imported mantle.  A 1,600 SF
finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room.  The 2nd fl. accompanies
4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room & walk-up attic.  The master suite will include his/her walk-in
closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more!  Call 908-591-6283 for more details.
(052111031)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING INTO SECOND TO START A RALLY…Damon Roth face dives into second base an incites a series of three
straight doubles followed by Keith Gibbons’ RBI single to lead St. Luke to an 11-10 victory.


