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MORAWSKI WANTS 4TH UCT CROWN

Blue Devil Net Girls Are
Very Young but Talented

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two straight years of Union County
Tournament (UCT) dominance is on
the line when this season’s Westfield
High School girls tennis team takes
to the courts with a very young but
talented squad. Four-time UCT cham-
pion Lane Maloney, first singles
player Nikki Reich and UCT doubles
champion Lindsay Goldberg have
graduated but tri-captain Kim
Morawski returns and will be seeking
her fourth UCT doubles crown.

Last year, the Lady Blue Devils
won three of the five flights, while
placing second at first singles and
third at second doubles, to easily grab
the UCT title with 88 points. Maloney
won at second singles, Reich placed
second and Goldberg teamed with
Morawski to win the first doubles
title, while Tara Criscuolo, now a
sophomore, won at third singles.

Joining Morawski in the leader-
ship rolls as tri-captains are Allanah
Suchomel, who played second
doubles last year, and Aly Annis. All
three have had very stiff competition
from the very talented freshmen class,
as well as several highly improved
upperclassmen.

“The incoming freshmen are very
good and all the people returning are
better so I think we have a good
chance,” said Kim Morawski.

“It will be pretty exciting. We have
a lot of good freshmen and some of
our upper classmen have come a long
way,” said Blue Devil Head Coach Ed
Tirone. “We are young and inexperi-
enced but talented. It’s how that tal-
ent can handle stepping up and play-
ing high school tennis and being in-

volved in high-pressure situations.
Westfield usually has a pretty high
profile program. Two of our top three
players are probably freshmen, and
freshmen or sophomores (are) possi-
bly playing doubles. As it stands right
now, I see one or two seniors playing.
That is the extent of it.”

To date, Criscoulo and freshman
Samantha Borr are vying for the first
singles position. Morawski’s sister
Melissa, a freshman, and junior Amy
Weiss are contending for the third
singles position.

Most likely, the first doubles pair
will be Kim Morawski and the person
who does not win the third singles
position. Morawski, who had already
won at second doubles her freshman
and sophomore years, would love to
repeat as the UCT first doubles champ.

“That would be exciting! I’m hop-
ing to get first doubles again. I’m also
hoping it’s with my sister. That would
be fun,” she said.

Twelve girls have been competing
for the second doubles spot. Two fresh-
men, Izzy Weisman and Debbie Wu,
have shown promise, as well as senior
Hannah Weisman, junior Amanda
Simmons and, “Alannah (Suchomel)
played last year so she has the experi-
ence,” said Tirone who added, “If I
could take the attributes from this one,
this one, this one and this one, we
could make one good tennis player.
They all have possibilities and that’s
where we are. We are up in the air with
whom it’s going to be. Obviously,
Kim has played three years so she’s
going to be one of our leading people.”

The Blue Devils host Montclair in
their home opener tomorrow, Sep-
tember 7, at 4 p.m.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE $629,900 WESTFIELD $3,695,000

WESTFIELD $699,900 WESTFIELD $1,695,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $579,999

SCOTCH PLAINS $799,000

Lovely Ranch with best of two worlds.  Offers 7 rooms and includes
3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths.  Westfield living with Mountainside taxes.
Lovely street. Close to NYC bus.  New French doors and roof, 2
tiered deck, beautifully landscaped rear yard and hardwood floors.
Also includes French drains and sump pump.

Stunning new home.  This property is over 8400 square feet and has
exciting architectural elements and is reminiscent of a European
country manor.  Noteworthy features include 14 rooms, 5 Bedrooms,
6.5 baths, Master Suite, gourmet Kitchen, large Family Room, fabu-
lous Library, 6 fireplaces, soaring ceilings, custom woodwork and
solid oak plank flooring.

Move to New Jersey - to this charming 5 Bedroom home with hard-
wood floors, beautiful entrance foyer, Living Room with stone fire-
place, Formal Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen, near train and park,
front & back porches and a lovely yard.

Wychwood Colonial with perfect blend of formal and casual in-
cludes 10 rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms, 4.1 baths, large Family
Room off updated Eat-In Kitchen with granite counters, Master Bed-
room with full bath and good closet space, private guest or au-pair
suite, 2nd floor laundry, Living Room with fireplace, Dining Room
off Kitchen.

Beautiful and spacious home on a cul-de-sac.  With over 3200 square
feet of living space, this home features 10 rooms and includes 4
Bedrooms, 3.1 baths, Formal Living Room and Dining Room, an
updated Eat-In Kitchen with center island and granite counter.

Stunning 8 room Dutch Colonial on a 100’ x 350’ gorgeous prop-
erty with a brick patio, shed and fish pond.  Home includes 8 rooms
and features 3 Bedrooms, Kitchen with custom maple cabinets, granite
countertops and stainless appliances, Living Room with wood burn-
ing fireplace and Formal Dining Room.

Another summer fades into the past
and another year of high school sports
is on the horizon. The sound of the
marching bands and cheerleaders, the
hot dogs (smothered in spicy brown
mustard), the athletes playing for the
pride of their home town, their school
and with the friends they’ve grown up
with since grammar school. Is there a
better time of year?

As we await tomorrow’s opening
day/night, here are the 10 best reasons
to be a WHS fan this school year:

1. John Dugan, Scott Newman. As-
suming they are healthy (and find their
white socks by game time), these two
should lead the defense, which is still
what wins football games. (Newman
will likely miss tomorrow night’s
opener at Linden due to a knee injury
but should be good for the home opener
vs. Cranford on Sept. 15).

2. Alex Tarlow and Evan Friedman.
With them leading the way, WHS’s
cross country and track teams will be
gunning for county, sectional and state
honors.

3. Erin Miller, Gabby O’Leary and
Tara Handza. The sharp-shooting
Miller will graduate as the school’s
all-time basketball scoring leader
(male or female). And O’Leary and
Handza should help her keep WHS
winning until Diana Venezia returns.
The talented sophomore had ACL sur-
gery last month and hopefully will
rehab in time to contribute come
county and state tourney time in
March.

4. The Matts—Green, Blutfield,
Gelmetti, Morgan and Meserole—of
the boys swim team. Along with Luke
Granstrand, Jon Holt, Matt Haddad,
Chris DeLaFuente, Max Blum, Evan
Paulan, Mike Oster and Larry Zhang,
they should be in the hunt for state
title No. 21.

5. John Barnes. The junior went 26-
9 last year, won a district title and is
the key guy on coach Glen Kurz’s
very young wrestling team.

6. Alexi Kuska and Suzanne
Lemberg. When March rolls around,
senior Kuska will likely be talked
about as the best freestyle swimmer in
WHS girls’ history. And considering
there have been girls like Lora Mas-
ters, Dana Zonnevylle, the Scott sis-
ters, Kerry Hertell, Christina and Mei-
Mei Caroe, Abby and Jesse Coxson
and others, that’s really saying some-
thing. But Lemberg, a sophomore,
has the potential for three school
records, too.

7. Justin Olsen, Evan Shapiro, Vall-
Llobera and Mike Cappiello in the
middle of the baseball lineup. Add
Chris Jenkins on the mound, and this
is a team that could go far even with
wood bats.

10 Best Reasons to Follow Westfield
High School’s Teams This Year

8. Cyndil Mathew. If coach Tara
Pignoli can convince the talented jun-
ior to just swing for singles and doubles,
she might bat 1.000 (and the triples and
homers would come). And there are
seven other returning starters as
Pignoli’s crew eyes a big season.

9. Boys tennis. What do you do after
winning the Tournament of Champi-
ons with no seniors in your top seven?
You do it again, but with a bigger, fatter
bull’s eye on your back. Kevin
Shallcross, Ravi Netravali, James Chu,
Greg Luppescu, Dean Thompson,
Graeme Stahl, Jason Snyder and Co.
should be up to the task.

10. Jack Martin. Is there a better
coach in New Jersey? In any sport?
The 2008 spring boys’ track team
could be one of his best, and he’s had
a bunch of really good squads.

And while we’re on the subject,
here are 10 things we would love to
see happen during the 2007-08 school
year:

1. Don Bosco Prep, Bergen Catho-
lic, St. Peter’s Prep and St. Joseph
(Montvale) are put into a giant all-
parochial league with the rest of the
state’s two-, three- and four-county
all-star teams. We can even give them
their own chat room so they can sit
there all day and tell each other how
great they are and how public schools
are a bunch of whiners. Maybe we
could even set them up with a special
reflective screen on their computer, so
they could stare into it and say, “Mir-
ror, mirror … who’s the best of all” all
day.

2. Parents and fans, even the high
schoolers in the stands, learn that boo-
ing is a sickness, a form of insanity,
not a right because you buy a ticket.
Only idiots and morons boo. Athletic
directors will remove any “booers”
from the premises, and officials can
penalize any team whose fans are
seen or heard booing during a game.

3. Companies make baseball caps
that can only be worn with the bill of
the cap in the front. Wearing them
backward or sideways will cause an
irritating electric shock.

4. All black Nike swoosh mini-socks
are put into a giant incinerator and
burned into oblivion. C’mon, just do it!

5. No more high school sports shows
on television, like Two-A-Days or Fri-
day Night Lights.

6. Steroid sticks, aka aluminum bats,
are outlawed. How can you be anti-
Barry Bonds and pro-aluminum bats?
Let’s find out how good a hitter you
really are. (Note: If you want to play
home run derby, go play softball.)

7. Dancing around after a tackle or
a long run, posturing, preening, and
wild celebrations after a touchdown;
make it a 30- or 45-yard penalty, with

ejection from the game for a second
offense. And if your team is losing by
more than two touchdowns when it
happens, it’s an immediate ejection.

8. Dunking is returned to its illegal
status of the late 1960s. Every dunk,
even during layup drills, was a techni-
cal foul back then. We say every dunk
earns an ejection and 10 free throws
for the other team. And there will be
no more “charging” or “offensive”
fouls if the defensive player is not
actually playing defense. Just step-
ping in front of an offensive player in
midair is gutsy, but it’s not playing
defense, and the stepping-in-front
player will be charged with the foul.

9. People wise up and stop listening
to the morons on sports-talk radio and
use the mute button when they watch
the clowns on SportsCenter.

10. All current leagues not set up on
a county basis are disbanded (schools
in Sussex, Monmouth, Ocean,
Hunterdon, Warren and Middlesex
counties are OK) and county or multi-
county leagues are set up, irregardless
of football power points. Let’s bring
back neighborhood rivalries, in all
sports.

WHS vs. SP-F
Speaking of backyard brawls, this

will be the 37th season of what has
become one of the top high school
rivalries in New Jersey — Westfield
vs. Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Although
Scotch Plains didn’t have its own high
school until 1926 — before that, the
kids in the township went to either
Westfield or Plainfield — the rivalry
was sporadic from 1926-1961, when
WHS joined the Watchung Confer-
ence. Since then, things have been,
shall we say, very intense.

Last year WHS had 26 wins, SP-F
nine and there was one tie. The total
from 1926-27 through 2006-07 is:
WHS 713 wins, SP-F 290 wins, with
30 ties. That gives WHS a winning
percent of nearly 72 against the Raid-
ers.

But over the years, most of the
greatest moments in SP-F sports his-
tory have been at WHS’s expense.

There was 1978, when an 0-2-1 SP-
F notched its first football win over
WHS after 16 losses and a tie; or
1999, when the Raiders won the county
boys swimming championship to end
WHS’s national record 42-year reign;
or 2001, when SP-F stunned the WHS
tennis team 4-1 for its only win in over
a half-century; or last winter, when
WHS’s bowling team went 26-1, the
lone loss being to SP-F.

And the last two football games
have had the kind of finishes that beat
just about anything shown on ESPN
Classic; SP-F rallying for an overtime
win in 2005, and WHS scoring 14

points in the final five minutes to win
last year.

The schools’ soccer teams don’t
have to wait long to get their seasons
into high gear. They’ll be squaring off
Monday at 4 p.m., the boys at SP-F
and the girls at Kehler Stadium.

Why Not Us?
Does anybody else look at the team’s

in North Section 2 Group 4 —
Bayonne, Bridgewater-Raritan, Eliza-
beth, Hunterdon Central, North
Hunterdon, Piscataway, Phillipsburg,
Ridge, J.P. Stevens, Watchung Hills
— and say, “Why not us”?

OK, that’s by far the toughest sec-
tion in the state, but I look at our seniors
— Dugan, Newman, Allen, Scanlon,
Wansaw, Vall-Llobera, Stanley,
Gribbon, DiIorio, Brand, Martinez,
Read, Selert, Wilt, Wikander, Mills,
Falk (hope I didn’t forget anybody) —
and think, why not us?

Burke To Be Honored
Dennis Burke (WHS Class of ’64),

one of the craftiest lefties to ever wear
the Blue and White, will be inducted
into the East Carolina University Hall
of Fame on Oct. 5. ECU’s all-time
earned run average leader at 1.33 (he
had a 17-4 career record), Burke was
a standout for Norm Koury’s first two
WHS teams and also pitched for
Westfield American Legion Post 3
and Robert Turner’s Westfield Mer-
chants.

Other WHS lefties in the ’60s were
Pat Kennedy, “Wild Bill” Dlouhy, John
Bednarz, Bob Thiel and Skeeter
MacCloskey.

In Passing
In the summer of 1969, one of my

jobs at the Plainfield Courier-News
was tracking down box scores for the
Union County, Plainfield Twilight and
Tri-County baseball leagues. The Tri-
County was interesting in that I’d
pretty much never heard of the towns
in the league: Alpha, Clinton, Riegel
Ridge, Washington and Whitehouse.

The man who ran the Tri-County
League for nearly all of its 40 years
was Wes Lance, perhaps a bit more
famous as a state senator. I never met
Mr. Lance, but I never heard anybody
say a bad thing about him, and as
presidents go, that’s pretty good. Mr.
Lance passed away last week at the
age of 98. He joins names like Robert
Turner, Al Moeller, Ray Pope, and
others who gave so much of their time
to enable young men to play summer
baseball.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints and sugges-
tions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Blue
Devils! Devil of the Week will return
on Sept. 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TRI-CAPTAINS…Seniors Allanah Suchomel, left, Aly Annis,
center, and Kim Morawski will lead the youthful but talented Blue Devil net girls
to another successful season.


