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POLICE BLOTTER

Vital Statistics 
Births 8 
Deaths 2 
Marriages 5 
Civil Unions 1 
Domestic Partnerships 0 
 
Communicable / Reportable 

Diseases 
Hepatitis A 0 
Salmonella 0 
Hepatitis C 0 
Influenza 0 
Lyme Disease 0 
Disease Outbreaks 0 
Other 0 
 

Retail Food Inspections 
Excellent 0 
Passed 3 
Conditionally Satisfactory 0 
Unsatisfactory 0 
Total Initial/Re-inspections 0 
Mobile Food Inspections  0 
Temporary Inspections 0 
Food Samples / Lab Tests 0 
Retail Food Complaints 0 
Food Borne Illness 0 
 

Environmental 
Garbage 1 
Rodent 2 
Animal Control 1 
Lead Investigations 0 
Heating Complaints 0 
Nuisance 1 
Air, Water, Noise Complaints 0 
 
Health Screenings/Programs 
Blood Pressure 0 
Diabetes 0 
Stroke 0 
Health Education 0 
Other 0 
Flu/Pneumonia Vaccinations 0 
 

Child Health Services 
Child Health Clinics 0 
# of Children Attending 1 
# of Vaccinations Given 1 
Physicals 1 
 

Nursing 
Home Visits 0 
School Audits 0 
Other 0 
 

Other Inspections 
Pools 0 
Tobacco Age of Sale 4 
Nursery/Day Care Centers 0 
Other 0 
 

Enforcement 
Court Summons 0 
Board Hearings 0 

Regional Health
Department Blotter

Statistics for Fanwood, July 2007

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE THAN COFFEE FETCHERS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times’s sum-
mer interns, shown above in the Times office in July, have completed the
newspaper’s internship program and have served the paper in significant ways.
The interns have penned news and feature stories, participated in the editing and
layout processes and have worked on group projects, such as an online election
section and upcoming in-print features. The Times thanks them for their dedica-
tion and hard work. Left to right, are: Ebony McQueen, Abby Ryan, intern
coordinator Katie Newingham, Kelsi Browning, Martin Sweeney, Jenna Nierstedt,
Allison Gibbons, Jillian Hernandez, Beth Budnick and Liza Katz. Not pictured,
Georgia Mierswa and Sarah Queller.

Four Indicted for Swindling
88-Year-Old Westfield Man

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Four Elizabeth resi-
dents face between five and 10 years in
prison if convicted following their in-
dictment last week on charges they
swindled an 88-year-old Westfield
man, authorities said last week.

Authorities charged Janet Garcia,
53, her children Richard, 26, and
Jacqueline, 31, and Richard Garcia’s
girlfriend, Lucia Heinz, 23, in the six-
count indictment.

According to Assistant Prosecutor
Ann Rubin, under the first three
charges of the six-count indictment,
Richard Garcia and Heinz are charged
with theft, theft by deception and
conspiracy to commit theft by decep-
tion.

In counts four through six, Janet
and Jacqueline Garcia are charged

with theft, theft by failure to make
required disposition and conspiracy
to commit theft.

Ms. Rubin said the four would be
arraigned on October 1.

According to the Westfield Police
Department, Richard Garcia be-
friended the victim, who is legally
blind and suffers from Alzheimer’s,
in his daily activities. The suspects
were later able to gain access to the
man’s bank accounts, securities and
personal property. They scammed
him out of $150,000 and persuaded
the man to turn over power of attor-
ney.

The Westfield and Elizabeth Police
Departments executed a search of the
suspects’ Pennington Street address
on May 1 at which time they seized
evidence such as cash, computers and
bank records.

who now heads his own firm. The
third ward race pits incumbent Re-
publican Mark Ciarrocca, an attor-
ney in Union, against Democratic
challenger Matt Sontz, a lawyer who
also holds a degree in mechanical
engineering. In the fourth ward, re-
tired Macy’s executive Lenore Scurry,
a Democrat, challenges incumbent
Republican James Foerst, an attorney
in Millburn.

Republicans hold both a 6-2 coun-
cil advantage and the mayor’s office.

Republican Mountainside Coun-
cilman Glenn Mortimer, a realtor,
and his running mate, Jeffrey Wass, a
member of the borough’s planning
board, are unopposed for seats on the
borough council; there is no Demo-
cratic ticket.

Stephen Napolitano joins incum-
bent Charles Lombardo on the Demo-
cratic ticket for Garwood Council.
They face Republicans Anthony
Sytko, a law student who came within
25 votes of a council seat three years
ago, and Dennis Clark, a supervisor/
dispatcher with a medical courier.
Republican Councilman Victor
DeFillippo is not seeking a second
term. Democrats hold a 5-1 edge on
the council plus the mayor’s seat.

Among other municipal races in
the county, Kenilworth Mayor Gregg
David, a Democrat, faces a challenge
from GOP Councilwoman Kathi
Fiamingo. Summit Mayor Jordan
Glatt, the first Democrat to serve as
mayor in the city’s history, will face
Councilman Michael Vernotico, a
Republican, in his bid for re-election.

In Cranford, where the GOP took a
3-2 edge on the governing body last
year, Democrats George Jorn and
George McDonough seek to hold on
to the Democratic seats, while Re-
publicans Mark Smith and Marcia
Garcia seek to give the GOP a 5-0
majority.

In countywide races, Democratic
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich faces chal-
lenges for the post he has held for 30

years from Republican Peter Lijoii of
Summit, who the sheriff defeated
three years ago, and Charles E.
Mitchell, Sr. of Roselle, an indepen-
dent running under the “Clean Up
Government” slogan.

In the race for freeholder, incum-
bents Bette Jane Kowalski, board
chairman, and Dan Sullivan, who
works for the state’s Motor Vehicle
Services Commission and has been a
freeholder since 1995, seek re-elec-
tion. Plainfield City Council Presi-
dent Rayland Van Blake will join
them. Mr. Van Blake replaced Free-
holder Adrian Mapp after the Demo-
cratic Party’s county organization
bumped Mr. Mapp from the party
line.

Mr. Mapp seeks re-election on the
independent slate; hopefuls Becky
McHugh of Linden and George
O’Grady of Elizabeth join him.

On the Republican line, Wallace
Shackell Jr. of Cranford, Robert Reilly
of Cranford and Patricia Quattrocchi
of Garwood, a four-time freeholder
candidate, will run for seats.

Democrats have held a 9-0 major-
ity on the freeholder board for the
past 10 years.

At the state level, in District 21,
which includes Westfield,
Mountainside and Garwood, former
Long Hill mayor and current com-
mitteewoman Gina Genovese, a
Democrat, challenges Republican
Senator Tom Kean Jr.’s re-election
bid. In the Assembly race, Republi-
can incumbents Jon Bramnick of
Westfield and Eric Munoz of Summit
will face Democrats Norman Albert
of Cranford and Bruce Bergen of
Springfield, an attorney in Cranford
who ran for the assembly in 2005.

Green Party candidates George
DeCarlo, the Green Party’s state
chairman, and Ryan Reyes, an inter-
preter, both of Berkeley Heights, and
Libertarians Darren Young of Sum-
mit, a software developer, and Jeff
Hetrick of Mountainside, a manage-
ment representative for a chemical
company, also vie for District 21
assembly seats.

In District 22, Republican write-in
Rose McConnell of Phillipsburg faces
off against Democratic incumbent
Nicholas Scutari of Linden for State
Senate. In the assembly race, Demo-
crats Linda Stender of Fanwood and
Jerry Green of Plainfield, both in-
cumbents, seek re-election against
opposition from Republicans Bryan
Des Rochers of Rahway and Robert
Gatto of North Plainfield.
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Election Preview

building relationships. At times, the
team-building activities will include
groups of students from all grade
levels working together toward a
common goal.”

Sixth-grade students will engage
in activities focused on character
education and creative inventions.
In grade 7, students will participate
in a “pay-day project,” examining
the process of career exploration
and setting goals. Eighth graders
will be instructed in a “college ex-
ploration project” that will offer a
personal connection between learn-
ing and the process of planning for
college, according to a BOE re-
lease.

Park and Terrill teachers partici-
pated in a collaborative workshop to
learn about the advisory program on
Tuesday, their first professional-de-
velopment day of the school year.

This year, the middle schools be-
gin class at 8:10 a.m. and conclude
at 2:42 p.m. Officials said the
Wednesday advisory programs
would have no effect on these start-
ing and closing times since the length
of all periods will be shortened on
advisory days.

District schools were busy with
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Back to School
construction throughout the sum-
mer. Workers installed a partial new
roof at Coles School from the main
office to the third- and fourth-grade
lobby.

At Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, workers renovated the girls’
locker room and expanded both the
front and senior parking lots, adding
around 60 new spots for students,
faculty and visitors, officials said.
Trees on the front lawn had to be cut
down to make room for the parking
lot.

Parking permits were issued to stu-
dents with a driver’s license begin-
ning August 21; students that live
“too close” to the school were denied
permits, multiple sources said.

In terms of parking, Cedar Street
and Green Forest Park will provide
50 more spots for high school driv-
ers.

“I think it’s going to put a signifi-
cant dent in the problem,” said SPFHS
Principal David Heisey, referring to
the new parking procedures in a July
interview with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Juniors receiving their licenses for
the 2007-2008 school year will re-
ceive parking permits on other resi-
dential streets, which Scotch Plains
and Fanwood have yet to decide
upon.

The $2-million Turf-It project com-
mences in December following the
fall athletic season. Artificial turf will
be installed at the varsity soccer field
and football field. The high school’s
track will also be replaced.

A number of changes in curriculum
at the high- school level have been
made in the social studies department
under the direction of department su-
pervisor Brad Siegel. The freshman
World History course has been re-
placed by U.S. History I; sophomore
U.S./ History I has thus been replaced
by U.S. History II for future years.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A BIRD’S EYE VIEW…The annual Labor Day weekend St. Bart’s Festival in
Scotch Plains marks the end of summer and beginning of the school year.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, September 1, a business

on Park Avenue reported that some-
one removed a sign, valued at $400,
from the front of the store.

Saturday, September 1, Kenneth
Robert, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant, as well as
underage drinking after police re-
sponded to a report of a disturbance
on Bartell Avenue.

Saturday, September 1, a customer
at a Park Avenue bank reported that
someone withdrew money from her
account without her knowledge.

Sunday, September 2, a resident of
Lamberts Mill Road reported that
someone struck his vehicle while it
was parked and fled the scene with-
out stopping.

Sunday, September 2, a resident of
Rambling Drive reported that a former
co-worker has been calling her on the
phone repeatedly for the last several
weeks.

Fanwood
Thursday, August 30, Raquel M.

Jara, 22, of Linden was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for an
outstanding warrant out of Plainfield.

Thursday, August 30, Randy R.
Burch, 24, of Cherry Hill was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
for an outstanding warrant out of
Bordentown.

Saturday, September 1, Jason T.
Cagle, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for
outstanding Plainfield and Union
Township warrants.

Saturday, September 1, Larry G.
Langford-Davis, Jr., 31, of Plainfield
and Amin H. Bradbury, 27, of New-
ark were arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road and charged
with unlawful possession of a weapon,
unlawful possession of a handgun,
possession of a defaced weapon, pos-
session of hollow-point bullets, pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS), possession of a CDS
with intent to distribute and posses-
sion of a handgun while in possession
of a CDS.

According to police, Langford-
Davis was also charged with posses-
sion of a firearm by a convicted felon.
Lanford-Davis is being held at the
Union County jail on bail set at
$250,000 cash, police said.

Police reported that Bradbury is
being held on $150,000 cash bail at
the Union County jail.

Sunday, September 2, Paul
Caccuittolo, 22, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with obstruction
of justice after interfering with a po-
lice investigation. He was issued a
summons and released.

Sunday, September 2, James J.
Lambert, 41, of Fanwood was ar-
rested in the 100 block of Russell
Road and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). He was processed
and released to a responsible adult,
police said.

Westfield
Monday, August 27, Jack D.

Lipsett, 3rd, 22, of Garwood was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on a traffic warrant issued by
Westfield. He was released after post-
ing $91 bail.

Wednesday, August 29, Leonard
R. Newsome, Jr., 26, of Hillside was
arrested on West South Avenue near
Crossway Place pursuant to a Roselle
criminal warrant during an investiga-
tion following a motor vehicle stop.
Newsome was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and
later released on his own recogni-

zance per the Roselle Municipal
Court.

Thursday, August 30, a Cranford
resident reported that her motor ve-
hicle, a 2007 BMW X5, sustained
damage while parked at Mindowaskin
Park the previous day. The damage
consisted of scratches in the vehicle’s
paint and body caused by a key or
similar type object.

Friday, August 31, John Johnson,
74, of Plainfield was arrested on the
100 block of Summit Court and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Friday, August 31, Patrick Hughes,
18, of Westfield was arrested on the
300 block of Clark Street and charged
with possession of heroin, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia with in-
tent to distribute and possession of
hypodermic syringes. He was released
on his own recognizance.

Friday, August 31, Derrick
Cornigans, 55, of Newark and Chris-
topher Boals, 28, of Massapequa, N.Y.
were arrested at Davis Court and East
Broad Street and charged with pos-
session of hypodermic syringes.

Boals also was arrested on an out-
standing Cranford traffic warrant with
$50 bail and three Newark criminal
warrants totaling $950 bail. He was
committed to the Union County jail
on default of bail.

Sunday, September 2, Hakim Ali,
52, of North Plainfield was arrested
at Woodland Avenue and East Broad
Street on a Rockaway Township crimi-
nal warrant with bail of $1,257. Ali
was released after posting bail.

Sunday, September 2, Kevin
Ungaretta, 25, of Clark was arrested
on three traffic warrants, one from
Dunellen with $500 bail and two from
Scotch Plains totaling $1,000 bail,
following a motor vehicle stop at
South and Central Avenues. He was
released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 28, a resident of

Pembrook Road reported that some-
one removed a plate compactor and a
wheelbarrow from his backyard. The
missing construction equipment is
valued at approximately $2,300.

Thursday, August 30, a patron of
the Mountainside Community Pool
reported that someone removed her
wallet from her unattended bag while
she was at the pool. According to
police, the wallet contained $40 cash
and two credit cards. The wallet was
recovered later that day when a resi-
dent found it in the roadway in front
of the pool, police said.

Friday, August 31, a business on
Route 22 reported that someone
knocked down the company’s sign
sometime overnight. According to
police, the New Jersey Department of
Transportation was working on the
road overnight and it is suspected that
a backhoe could have knocked down
the sign. The incident is being inves-
tigated, police said.

Friday, August 31, a resident re-
ported being the victim of possible
identity theft. According to police,
the victim received a bill from Sprint
listing a cell phone number that was
unknown to him.

Monday, September 3, Julio G.
Alvarado, 38, and Delancy Taylor,
42, both of Elizabeth, were arrested
for theft of a movable property after
stealing a scrap  air-conditioning unit
from a property on Sheffield Av-
enue.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RAISING THE ROOF (AND THE REST OF IT TOO)…After a stop-work order
halted construction on a Sinclair Place home in Westfield in June, officials deter-
mined that the structure’s foundation is “in the wrong spot,” Town Administrator
Jim Gildea told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at the time. To bring the house
into compliance with the site plans as approved by the planning board, the owner/
developer of the property must lift the house off its original foundation, move it
about 18 inches to the right and rotate the house at an angle; and separately move
the garage in a similar manner. Workers have dug a hole to the right of the house
to eventually accommodate the new basement foundation that will be re-formed.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CATCH A COLD(WATER CREEK)...Coldwater Creek, a women’s clothing and
accessories store, has opened its Westfield branch at the corner of Central Avenue
and Elm Street, in the building that formerly housed Express.

salaries,” Mr. Walsh said.
Mayor Mahr agreed and added that

a public hearing on the salary range
measure is not scheduled until Mon-
day, September 17.

The governing body also reviewed
administrative issues related to state
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) regulations.

Borough officials said Fanwood,
beginning next year, must begin work-
ing to rehabilitate 10 affordable hous-
ing units, even though the borough
currently meets its COAH goal for
constructing new affordable housing
units.

Officials said it is not clear how
long the borough could take to reach
the rehabilitation goal.

“What I’m concerned with is…the
mechanism for doing this; can we
partner with the county?” asked
Mayor Mahr.

After further discussion, Mayor
Mahr directed Eleanor McGovern,
borough clerk, and Dennis Estis, bor-
ough attorney, to get more specific
information from the borough’s
COAH consultant.

During the agenda meeting, the
governing body heard a presentation
from Fanwood Senior Citizen Club
President Jim Peeney.

Mr. Peeney commended the bor-
ough for recently hiring a grant-
funded coordinator, Paulette Drogan,
to manage local senior programs. He
said the club plans to meet with her
for the first time later this month.

“She’s going to be a tremendous
asset to us,” Mr. Peeney said. “There
are some holes that we’re not filling,”
he added, noting that the senior club
is able to run a lot of activities on its
own.

“We certainly would appreciate
something in the [2008] budget to
help us subsidize some of these
things,” said Mr. Peeney, specifically
mentioning bus trips, which he said

the status of the municipal building
project, whose completion has been
delayed for months. Mr. Glover said
he had asked earlier this year for
regular progress reports and said the
renovation project had caused “hard-
ships” for residents and township
employees working in the building.

“It would be good to have some
explanation, full disclosure, as to what
happened,” he said.

Mayor Marks said the issues Mr.
Glover raised had been discussed at
the August 14 meeting, which Mr.
Glover was unable to attend because
he was out of town. The mayor sug-
gested that Mr. Glover meet with
Thomas Atkins, township manager,
to get further details from that meet-
ing.

Mr. Glover said that he “had asked
for a meeting” with the contractor
and architect and said he was “disap-
pointed” that the meeting was even-
tually scheduled for a date when he
would be unable to attend.

are often too expensive to attract larger
numbers of seniors.

Mayor Mahr, crediting Mr.
Peeney’s leadership, said the senior
club is a “strong, united group…and
that’s what we want; however when-
ever we can help, we will.”
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