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KENYA DIG IT…Through the sale of hand-sewn tote bags, the Fanwood
Presbyterian Women have raised $5,000 to send to a Kenyan village to fund the
digging of a well so the women will no longer need to walk miles to bring water
back to their people. Pictured above from left to right around a facsimile of the
check are: Cena Pollitt, Nancy Bassman, Ellie Kramps, Judy Wussler, Barbara
Knapp and Jeanmarie Stewart.

State, Local Election
Campaigns Kick Off

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The Labor Day Weekend
is the traditional kickoff of the fall
election campaign season. Statewide,
voters will elect representatives to all
120 seats of the legislature; all terms
expire this year. Locally, Westfield,
Fanwood, Garwood, Cranford and
Berkeley Heights will decide govern-
ing body races. Kenilworth and Sum-
mit will elect mayors.

In Fanwood, first term Mayor Col-
leen Mahr is currently unopposed in
her re-election bid; former GOP can-
didate Patricia Lindsey dropped out
of the race two weeks ago. Republi-
cans have until Wednesday, Septem-
ber 19, to file a replacement candi-
date for the November ballot.
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti, a Republican, is unopposed
in his quest for a sixth term.

Fanwood Democrats seek to hold a
6-0 command on the borough coun-
cil. Incumbent Katherine Mitchell, a
nurse, seeks re-election and was to
have run alongside incumbent Jo-
seph Higgins. Mr. Higgins resigned

from the council two weeks ago and
will not run in November; former
councilman William Populus has re-
placed him on  the current body and
has confirmed he will run on the
Democratic ticket. Former borough
police chief Anthony Parenti and Joel
Stroz, a corporation litigation attor-
ney, are running for council on the
GOP ticket.

Westfield, which changed from
two- to four-year council terms in
2003, has races in each of the town’s
four wards. In the first ward, Repub-
lican Frank Arena will face attorney
Ross Katz, a Democrat, in the battle
to fill the seat which Republican Pe-
ter Echausse will vacate. Mr. Arena, a
sales executive with an information
technology company and the brother-
in-law of former Mayor Greg
McDermott, ran unsuccessfully for
county freeholder in 2004.

Republican Second Ward Council-
woman Jo Ann Neylan, a former pros-
ecutor in Brooklyn, faces a challenge
from Democrat Bruce Regenstreich,
a former district attorney in New York

SP-F School District Welcomes
Back Students, Unveils Changes
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By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Schools
throughout the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district opened their
doors to new and returning students
this morning,
marking the offi-
cial start to the
2007-2008 school
year.

As of Friday,
August 31, the dis-
trict had 5,341 reg-
istered students
enrolled in its
schools. The
school year wel-
comes 51 new
teachers into the
district, officials
said. Scott
Bortnick is the
new kindergarten
to grade 12 science
supervisor for the
district, and Timo-
thy Donahue is the
new assistant prin-
cipal with respon-
sibilities for guid-
ance services at
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High
School. Susan Kukucka is the new
principal at McGinn School; she suc-
ceeds former principal Mariana
Cassidy.

Officials said more than 100 el-

ementary-school teachers attended
workshops over the summer in lan-
guage arts and literacy, mathematics,
technology and assessment. Plans are
in the works to incorporate more
Smart Boards, interactive touch-

screen whiteboards – in the class-
rooms.

Evergreen School has new teach-
ers at the first-, third- and fourth-
grade levels. School One purchased

new literature for its reading program
with hopes to enhance both guided
reading instruction in primary grade
levels and reading circles in third and
fourth grade.

At Brunner School, students will
learn sign lan-
guage.

According to
officials, students
at Park and Terrill
Middle Schools
will have altered
daily schedules.
Every Wednes-
day, grades 6 to 8
will have an eight-
period school day,
compared to the
standard seven-
period day for the
remainder of the
school week. The
eighth period will
serve as an advi-
sory period in
which each grade
level will have a
lesson pertaining
to a broader,
learning-based
topic.

According to
the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Board of Education bul-
letin, the advisory periods will “of-
fer students enrichment opportuni-
ties while simultaneously provid-
ing students and teachers a struc-
ture in which to forge close rela-
tionships.”

Team-building exercises will also
be incorporated into the advisory
program. The bulletin states that “the
activities are structured so that stu-
dents work collaboratively to prob-
lem-solve, while exercising inter-
personal skills, establishing trust,
demonstrating respect for others and

SP Town Hall Renovations
To Be Completed By Oct. 15

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Thomas Atkins said the lat-
est schedule for the renovations of the
municipal building now lists a “sub-
stantial completion date” of Monday,
October 15, when the building should
be “99-and-a-half-percent finished,”
he said.

The $3.9-million refurbishment,
which started late last year, was ini-
tially expected to be completed two
months ago, but periodic spells of
bad weather — from cold and icy
conditions in February and March to
heavy rains in the late spring and
summer — have been a factor in the
construction delays. In addition, Mr.
Atkins said in July there was some
concern about whether Paley Con-
struction Co., the general contractor,
was using an adequate number of
workers.

The first stage of the renovation
was replacing the 33-year-old
building’s flat roof with a slanted
roof.

Last week’s sunny and mild tem-
peratures allowed progress to con-
tinue, with completion of the roof
over the new second floor above the

police station and the accomplish-
ment of further façade work.

Mr. Atkins told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week that the
building’s new heating and air-condi-
tioning system is expected to become
operational in the last week of Sep-
tember.

Until then, the building’s summer
hours have been extended until the
end of this month, with offices open
from 8 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday, until
7:30 p.m. on Thursday and until 12:30
p.m. on Friday.

The window air-conditioning
units are expected to be fully re-
placed next week, while the new
windows in the existing second
floor, which houses the administra-
tion, engineering, building and con-
struction offices, will also be in-
stalled next week.

Interior work on the new second
floor, to be utilized by certain police
department personnel who have been
ensconced in the building’s basement,
will be done later this month, Mr.
Atkins said. The police department
itself has been housed in a trailer in
the municipal parking lot since the
early days of the project.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROCK N’ ROLLING…Pat DiNizio of The Smithereens, left, belts out the Beatles’
classic “I Saw Her Standing There” with The Broadcasters at the St. Bart’s
Festival in Scotch Plains on Sunday night.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NUNSENSE…Nuns enjoy some ice cream during the annual St. Bart’s Festival,
held during Labor Day weekend in Scotch Plains.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME BACK HOME…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr administers the oath of office to Councilman William
Populus, right, at a special meeting Tuesday night. Mr. Populus, who will finish the term of recently resigned Councilman
Joseph Higgins, plans to run for a full term in the fall.

Populus Joins Fanwood Council,
Will Run on Nov. Democratic Ticket

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at a special meeting immedi-
ately prior to Tuesday night’s council
agenda meeting, administered the
oath of office to Councilman William
Populus.

Last month, Council President
Katherine Mitchell nominated Mr.

Populus, a Democrat, to finish out the
remaining term of Councilman Jo-
seph Higgins, who resigned unex-
pectedly, citing personal reasons re-
lated to his ongoing divorce.

Mr. Populus served one full term
and part of another term as a council-
man during the mid and late 1990s.
Prior to the swearing-in ceremony,
Mayor Mahr said she was happy to
“welcome him home.”

When asked after Tuesday night’s
meeting if he expects to be on the
ballot in this November’s election,
Mr. Populus, who also ran for mayor
in 1999, said, “I have learned to ex-
pect everything,” before confirming
that he will seek a full council term.

Also at the special meeting, the
governing body discussed a trio of
proposed ordinances pertaining to
salary increases for borough public
works and non-union employees.

Councilman Bruce Walsh voted
against two of the measures, includ-
ing the ordinance spelling out the 4-
to 4.5-percent range of possible in-
creases for non-union employees. He
called for more discussion of the is-
sue before the mayor and council
vote on specific increases by posi-
tion.

“I think we need that kind of a
discussion before we make any deci-
sions about [borough employees’]
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SP Expects Proposals For
New Center by End of Month

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship recreation commission will re-
view proposals from architects later
this month for a new senior-citizens
and community center at Scotch Hills
Country Club before submitting a
report to the township council, offi-
cials announced at Tuesday night’s
council meeting.

Last month, Mayor Marty Marks
said Scotch Hills was a possible lo-
cation for a new center, with the
existing clubhouse possibly being
razed and rebuilt. The mayor said at
the time that it was important to
recognize the site’s historical sig-
nificance. Scotch Hills was origi-
nally called Shady Rest, a club for
African-Americans. Any new facil-
ity would likely be named for John
Shippen, Shady Rest’s golf profes-
sional and the first African-Ameri-
can golf pro in the United States.

Last week, recreation director Ray
Poerio held what he termed “a very
productive meeting” with eight ar-
chitecture firms to discuss the project.
Robert Lynes from the Hatch Mott
McDonald engineering consulting
firm also attended to discuss the spe-
cifics of the project.

Township officials expect to re-
ceive formal proposals from the firms
late next week before the facilities
subcommittee of the recreation com-
mission would review the proposals
and then meet with the top candidates
the following week. The subcommit-
tee would report to the full commis-
sion, which would then report to coun-
cil members.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, Councilman Jeffrey
Strauss, the governing body’s liaison
to the recreation commission, said it
is “not a fait accompli” that the exist-
ing facility at Scotch Hills would be
razed and replaced. Instead, he said,
the architectural proposals are a first
step in exploring options for the build-
ing.

Councilman Kevin Glover, the
council’s liaison to the senior-citi-
zens advisory committee, asked for
the minutes of the August 29 meeting
with the architectural firms as well as
“all documentation” that has been
produced so far. He said that “the
council needs to participate in the
process as it moves along” instead of
merely being presented with a final
plan developed with minimal council
input.

Mayor Martin Marks said that coun-
cil liaisons serve two purposes —
conveying the sense of the council on
matters of importance to these non-
governmental bodies and getting a
sense of those entities’ thinking for
the council. He said council members
should “keep that in mind as we move
forward in the process.”

Later in the conference meeting,
during an update on the municipal
building renovations, Mr. Glover said,
with construction projects planned at
Scotch Hills, the township public
works facility and the two firehouses,
it was important to avoid the delays
experienced with the municipal build-
ing project.

On August 14, the council met with
the contractor and architect to assess

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Archives
SCHOOL’S IN… Classes begin today at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
shown above, and the rest of public schools in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district.
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