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A great French marshal (Louis-
Hubert-Gonzalve) Lyautey once
asked his gardener to plant a tree. The
gardener objected that the tree was
slow growing and would not reach
maturity for 100 years. The marshal
replied, “In that case, there’s no time
to lose. Plant this afternoon.”

As a practicing attorney in New
Jersey for almost two decades, I have
visited hundreds of its municipali-
ties, and I continue to be thankful that
Westfield is my hometown. I believe,
however, that I can make it an even
better place to live.

Rather than focus on the job ahead,
I understand that my opponents want
to concentrate on the past. I under-
stand that they are “upset” that the
budget they have presided over for
the past four years was characterized
in the recently held forum as 40 per-
cent larger over that time period. They
claim that was a falsehood and say
that it was only between 27 and 28
percent higher over that time period.
They say that it was, in fact, the
municipal taxes that went up 40 per-
cent over the last four years.

I believe that they probably should
have left well enough alone. Not only
has the “actual” budget increase out

paced inflation, but also the increased
taxes haven’t resulted in increased
services for the residents of Westfield.
Just ask the people who use Memo-
rial Field, or whose streets haven’t
been paved in over four years, or the
commuters who complain about the
trash at the train station.

I choose to be positive. Unlike the
present administration, I promise you,
if elected, I will oppose the appoint-
ment of patronage jobs to the
Westfield Planning Board, whose
chairman is a real-estate developer. I
will oppose no-bid contracts. I will
oppose raising the hourly payments
for the attorneys we do hire (even
though such raises were never re-
quested). I will help to reform our
building code, beyond mere height
restrictions and fence proofing of
construction sites. I will work to avoid
excessive multi-year task forces and
“white papers” and take action to
solve problems.

As I stated during the recent forum/
debate, I will work to make the mu-
nicipal court more effective while
reducing the expense. Most impor-
tantly, I will work every day to antici-
pate the needs of the people of
Westfield and make it not only a great
place to live but also the greatest
place to live.

Living in Westfield and having met
many people here, I realize how for-
tunate I am to live here. I also realize
it takes hard work to keep Westfield
strong and to make it stronger. We are
entering a new time. We need new
ideas and people of action. We need
to think ahead, for sources of energy,
for positive ideas and the ability to
see things through.

At the funeral for Robert Kennedy,
Senator Edward Kennedy, quoting
George Bernard Shaw, said that his
brother would say, “Some people see
things as they are and say ‘why?’ I
dream things that never were and say
‘why not?’”

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Bruce Regenstreich, Candidate for

Westfield Town Council, Ward 2 League Thanks Volunteers, Sponsors
For Success of Touch-A-Truck

Last Sunday, the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield held its first Touch-
A-Truck event at the Westfield train sta-
tion parking lot. On behalf of the Junior
League, I wanted to thank the Town of
Westfield, our sponsors, the volunteers
and the community for making the event
such a success.

What was Touch-A-Truck? Touch-
A-Truck was a fundraiser in which the
entire family could participate. Volun-
teers brought trucks and cars of all shapes
and sizes and kids could climb in and
look at them. Local authorities, includ-
ing police, firefighters, the bomb squad,
the St. Barnabas fire safety house, and
emergency personnel all brought their
equipment. The Army Reserve was there
with vehicles, as were local landscapers,
construction companies, trash removal
companies, and the utilities, such as
Comcast. Food vendors contributed to
the festive affair, and there was a raffle,
plus a kids’ area, with crafts and bouncy
houses.

The event could not have been a success
without our many volunteers. First, thanks
to the people who brought vehicles to the
event and stayed all day. Second, thanks to
the students from local schools, churches,
and girl-scout troops who worked at the
event helping the Junior League members.
Without the volunteers who made them-
selves available, and those who made them-
selves and their vehicles available for the
day, there would have been no event. A
special thanks to George Withers, Jr. of G-
Wiz for his help in preparing for the event
and helping all day at the event.

The Junior League was lucky enough
to have several generous corporate spon-
sors for the event: PSE&G, Comcast,
Elizabethtown Gas, Mazzilli Masons,
United Crane of Kenilworth, Preferred
Maintenance and Carting and M&R Land-
scaping. Their donations offset our ex-
penses and their vehicles added to the
fleet of vehicles that the children enjoyed.

We also want to thank the Town of
Westfield, the members of the town coun-
cil of Westfield and the Westfield DPW
for providing the location and support for
the event.

Finally, thanks to the families that at-
tended the event. We appreciate your
support. The Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield has a long and distinguished
history of volunteer service to Westfield,

Cranford, and the surrounding area. As a
member league in the Association of Jun-
ior Leagues International, Inc., our trained
volunteers have been leaders in the
Westfield area for more than 80 years.

As an educational and charitable orga-
nization, our members are committed to
improving this community and fulfilling
its mission — to help women and children
in crisis. Through our projects and partner-
ships with other community agencies, we
strive to positively impact the lives of area
citizens. Our fundraising endeavors such
as “Touch-A-Truck” provide financial re-
sources for those worthwhile projects.

Elizabeth Ferguson
JLEP President 2007-08

Franklin Lakes

Westfield Municipal Budget Increased
By 28.68 Percent, Not 40 Percent

As members of the Westfield Town
Council, and chairman and vice-chair-
man of the council’s finance committee
we were distressed to hear the false and
misleading statements made by ward 2
council candidate Bruce Regenstreich
regarding the town’s budget during last
Sunday’s televised candidate’s debate
hosted by The Westfield Leader and The
League of Woman Voters.

In response to a question from the
moderator, Mr. Regenstreich stated, “the
budget in Westfield, as you know, and as
many of you may not know, has increased
by 40 percent over the last four years.” In
his closing statement, he made this erro-
neous claim for a second time.

As a matter of public record, the town’s
total budget in 2007 was 28.68 percent
more than it was in 2003, not 40 percent
as Mr. Regenstreich claimed. Perhaps he
misspoke, or was misinformed or, worse
yet, was uninformed. The fact is the
candidate’s misrepresentation should not
go unchallenged, especially given the
obvious political self-interest.

Each year as part of the budget process,
the State of New Jersey by law sets the
dollar amount of specific municipal ex-
penses, which the town is powerless to
dispute or reduce. These are called “man-
dated expenses,” and they include items
such as pension contributions and library
expenses.

If we added to these mandated ex-
penses the annual increases in our health
insurance premiums and sewer costs,
which are both driven by market forces
(our suppliers), this group of non-discre-
tionary expenses increased 85.81 percent
during the four-year period. By compari-
son, the rest of the budget – all the ex-
penses the town council does actively
control- increased only 15.35 percent
during the same time frame.

In simple and clear terms, while the
overall budget increased 28.68 percent
during the four-year period, the portion of
the budget that the town council does
control increased an average 3.83 percent
per year (15.35 percent in total). And, we
have worked very hard to improve our
health care expenses the best way we
could: by negotiating health-plan options
into our collective-bargaining agreements
that were more cost favorable to the town.
As explained during the debate by ward 4

Councilman Jim Foerst, this health cost
savings in the current year is $282,000.

As state-mandated expenses have in-
creased dramatically each year, state aid
to municipalities, sadly, has not. Conse-
quently, municipalities are forced to rely
on property tax increases to fill the budget
gap. In the four-year period under discus-
sion the municipal portion of your prop-
erty-tax bill increased 39.76 percent, as
ward 4 candidate Lenore Scurry correctly
stated, and perhaps this statistic was the
source of Mr. Regenstreich’s confusion;
however, neither Mrs. Scurry nor Mr.
Regenstreich bothered to explain a very
important point underlying the increase:
31.45 percent went to fund increases in
mandated health and sewer expenses,
while only 8.31 percent, or an average
2.08 percent increase per year, went to
fund increases in discretionary spending.

In fact, in two of the four years, the taxes
needed for discretionary spending went
down as other town revenues increased,
and we reduced the employee count where
possible, in pursuit of Mayor Skibitsky’s
objective of “doing more with less.”

With discretionary spending increas-
ing a total of 15.32 percent in four years,
which also includes annual pay increases
required by our union agreements, the
financial management record of the cur-
rent mayor, council, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea and municipal department
heads is one of outstanding success and
fiscal prudence, especially compared to
neighboring communities.

However, municipal taxes are only
17.11 percent of your total property-tax
bill, and our municipal effort it is of little
solace to all of us who share a much larger
and heavier tax burden with many resi-
dents all across the state. Candidates for
public office should take more time, prepa-
ration and care to understand municipal
finance, the burden of state mandated
expenses, the realities of the town’s bud-
get and the fiscal challenges facing the
holders of the office they aspire to.

They can begin by trading in political
rhetoric for the facts and fine print and
better serve the residents and voters of
Westfield.

Peter Echausse
Sal Caruana

First Ward Councilmen
Westfield

Mitchell, Populus
Deserve Re-Election

I’m proud to say I’m among the sup-
porters of Kathy Mitchell and Bill Populus
for election to the Fanwood Borough
Council. When my wife, Phyllis, and I
moved to Fanwood with our children
about five years ago, we saw a beautiful
community with great people and a top-
notch school system. I have seen our town
grow so much over the past five years.
Crime is down, municipal spending is
prudent and the downtown is beginning
to rival those of our neighboring towns.

Just in the past five years, the new
development done so far will bring in
about $400,000 yearly to Fanwood as
permanent tax relief. We have the mayor,
Kathy Mitchell, Bill Populus and the other
council members to thank for this vision.

Our town, under this administration’s
leadership, is getting better, but they have
more work to do. We need individuals
elected to council who have the experi-
ence to make the decisions necessary to
further improve Fanwood.

Kathy and Bill will continue the excel-
lent progress. Please join me in voting for
them on November 6.

Freeholder Al Mirabella
(D) Fanwood

Reader Disagreed With
GOP on Redevelopment

I am deeply troubled by the inconsis-
tent positions expressed in the local pa-
pers by Republican candidates Joel Stroz
and Anthony Parenti. Both criticize high
property taxes and the progress of down-
town redevelopment by the Democrats
currently in office. However, among the
cornerstone issues of the GOP’s slate is
fighting to protect the residential charac-
ter of Fanwood by opposing high-density
housing and the location of a proposed
consolidated library [...]

I agree that high-density housing is not
in line with Fanwood’s quaint character.
That is why I am so pleased that Mayor
Mahr, Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell and
Councilman Bill Populus and their col-
leagues, eliminated the high-density resi-
dential district from the Republican rede-
velopment plan. The new redevelopment
seems to be progressing rapidly, with all
the construction and acquisitions in the
downtown and even outside the redevel-
opment zone.

So, logically, if Mr. Stroz and Mr.
Parenti are being truthful about their po-
sition, they should be supportive of Mayor
Mahr’s success in the redevelopment pro-
cess and grateful that the Republican plan
was thrown out after the public voiced
their concerns.

When the Republicans were in power,
their platform was opposing the extraor-
dinary aid applications. But thanks to
Mayor Mahr, hundreds of thousands of
dollars in state and federal aid have helped
to minimize our property tax increases.
Consolidation and shared services will do
the same, so it is no surprise that the
Republican candidates are complaining
about something that will save our tax-
payers money.

Victoria Cook
Fanwood

From a Friend in
Southern California

The fires have been very bad in north
county where I live. We are on advisory
evacuation notice, but I believe we will not
have to go. Fires continue in south Escondido
where thousands have evacuated and to the
east where a number have evacuated.

The fires appear to be moving away but
with winds gusting into the 30’s mph,
humidity at 6 percent and temperatures in
the 90’s and 100’s, we will have a rough
day today [Tuesday]. Over 300,000 have
been evacuated, over 300,000 acres
burned and over 1,000 homes burned so
far. We still have a day-and-a-half of bad
conditions. Thank god very few killed
(one reported so far). Injuries are ap-
proaching 40.

The police, fire and emergency crews
have done a great job getting people out
when you consider many of the evacuated
only had one or two roads to get out. The
facilities for people evacuated are doing
great and there is food, shelter, cots, etc.
for the people.

The problem is this is a rural area and
there are thousands of large animals; this
is where we are running out of shelter.

Sent to Publisher
Horace Corbin

Letters & Candidates
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MS Resident Thanks
Rescue Squad, Police
On September 19, I was in the unfor-

tunate position of being in immediate
need of ambulance services. The
Mountainside Rescue Squad and
Mountainside Police Department’s
rapid response times, as well as the
professionalism and concern they dem-
onstrated, were truly exceptional. I
would like to acknowledge their fine
efforts and express my heartfelt thanks
to them both.

Sean Flannery
Mountainside

Call 908-518-7870 or visit our Sales Center. www.millenniumhomes.com

Rise above the ordinary 
with 3-level living and a 
private elevator.

Move up to a spacious, 
comfortable 2-bedroom, 
2.5-bath condominium.

Enjoy the big picture of a richly
 fulfi lling 55+ lifestyle in the heart 
of walkable Garwood.

• Expansive fl oor plans with 1,883 – 2,858 sq. ft . 

• Private elevators in each home

• Community room and bocce court

•   Minutes from Garwood’s dining, shopping  and the train

•  Just one mile from downtown Westfi eld and Cranford

• Attractively priced from just $499,990!

Sales Center open daily 11am – 5pm.
Closed Wednesday and Thursday.

Directions: 
N from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-N to exit 136. Make a 
L onto Centennial Ave. Go 1.3 mi and turn L onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi 
to 506 North Ave., to Sales Center on the L.

S from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-S to exit 137. Merge 
onto NJ 28/North Ave. East toward Cranford. Go 2.5 mi. to 506 North Ave., 
to Sales Center on the R.

 
MODEL 
GRAND 

OPENING!

Elevated

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: PMK Group; 65 Jack-
son Drive, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: To perform
certain air quality testing in the Municipal
Building and take such action as may be
necessary within the purview of resolution
adopted 10/23/07 or as otherwise directed
by Anthony Romano, Municipal Manager
Thomas E. Atkins or other Township per-
sonnel.

DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $7,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/25/07, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on November 8th at 7:30pm, in Council
Chambers in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey to hear and consider the fol-
lowing application:

Charlotte Merritt (the “Applicant”) is seek-
ing a Minor Subdivision Approval relative
to premises known as 703 and 707 Pros-
pect Street, Westfield, New Jersey (the
“Property”), also known as Lots #12 and
#13 in Block #1001 on the Tax Map of the
Town of Westfield to allow a boundary line
adjustment. The back line of Lot #12 will
move in a northeasterly direction 111.67
feet, reducing the lot depth to 133.33 feet.
As a result, Lot #13 will increase in size by
6,700.2 square feet which Applicant will
use as additional space in the back yard.

In conjunction with said application for
Minor Subdivision Approval, the Applicant
is also seeking a variance for the Pro-
posed Lot #12 from the following provision
of the Land Use Ordinance of the Town of
Westfield:

Section 11.08.E.6:  Ordinance requires
a minimum side yard of 10 feet. Lot cur-
rently has a side yard of 6.1 feet. Proposed
lot has a side yard of 6.1 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30am to 4:30pm.

Charlotte B. Merritt
703 Prospect Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07922
1 T - 10/25/07, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey on
October 23, 2007 and the 20-day period of
limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such
ordinance can be commenced, as pro-
vided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to
run from the date of the first publication of
this statement. Copies of the full ordi-
nance are available at no cost and during
regular business hours, at the Clerk’s of-
fice for members of the general public who
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE IM-
PROVEMENT OF
SOUTHSIDE FIELD IN, BY
AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPRO-
PRIATE THE SUM OF
$1,985,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Improvement of Southside
Field, including, but not limited to, installa-
tion of a synthetic turf field, lighting, a
playground and related amenities, con-
struction of a parking lot and the making of
related improvements in, by and for the
Township.

Appropriation: $1,985,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $1,890,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $ -0-
Section 20 Costs: $185,000
Useful Life: 15 years

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 10/25/07, The Times Fee: $49.47

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 11/8/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Long-Life Pavement Marking Contract, North - 2008 Various locations
in Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Warren Counties -
Including and North of Route 57; Region North; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 07454

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 10/18/07, 10/25/07 and 11/1/07, The Leader Fee: $205.02

Close enough...for the moments that count.
• Less than 2 miles from Westfi eld’s shopping and train 

to Manhattan
• Clubhouse and heated pool
• Granite countertops, hardwood fl oors and 

Jenn-Air appliances
• Energy-effi cient Andersen® Windows
• Award-winning, low-maintenance designs

Directions from the GSP: Take exit 135 to Central Avenue in 
Clark. Turn left at North Avenue and proceed to fi rst right onto 
Elm. At 2nd light turn left onto Dudley and go to fi rst right onto 
Prospect. Turn left onto Madison and follow to end. 
Directions from the West: Head east on US-22 toward Echo 
Lake. Turn slight right onto Lawrence Ave. Make 1st right onto 
Barchester Way. Turn right onto Oak Tree Pass. Turn right onto 
Prospect St. Turn left onto Madison Ave. Follow to end.

For Upcoming Communities, 
visit www.PRCHomesVIP.com

Open daily, 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

908-301-9200
www.prcnewhomes.com

Starting at $579,000
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See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


