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LAW SAVES THE DAY, KRUPER NETS WINNING GOAL

SPF Soccer Raiders Head Off
Lady Farmers’ Late Rally, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Goalkeeper Jackie Law brought the
adrenalin level of the spectators and
participants to an all-time high with
two brilliant saves in the final two
minutes to preserve a 1-0, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team victory over the visiting
Union Farmers on October 17. Raider
Raychel Kruper buzzed in the win-
ning goal off a feed from Sarah

Canfield.
The 9-7-1 Farmers had defeated

the 10-2-3 Raiders, 2-1, early in the
season but the Raiders were set on
revenge and showed it in a big way in
the first half with an unrelenting shell-
ing of the Union goal. The Raiders
launched 12 shots on goal during that
onslaught, while Law was virtually
on a holiday, with no need to make a
save. In the meantime, Farmer keeper
Amanda Luciano, who finished with
14 meaningful saves, was forced to
make seven of those in the first half.

Raider Tina Carmarda unloaded the
most ammunition, and the majority
of her 10 shots on goal came from

eight direct kicks. Her most danger-
ous shot came from a direct kick
midway through the first half when
she hooked a right-to-left shot that
nailed the upper post and rebounded
back to Luciano.

“Her leg is so strong! She kicks like
a guy would kick. She’s a smart
player,” said Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing.

The shelling finally paid off with
6:57 remaining in the first half when

Canfield slipped a pass into Kruper,
who drilled a powerful, left-footed
shot into the net.

“We have been telling Raychel to
shoot a lot more and she did. It was a
nice shot,” said coach Ewing.

“Canfield laid it back to me. I
dribbled and I ripped it with my foot,”
Kruper described. “We just had to
play with all our heart. We knew we
could have taken it harder to them last
time but we didn’t play our game.
Today, we settled it down, played our
game and took a bunch of shots.”

“It’s awesome that Raychel got a
goal. I tell her every day. I don’t think
anyone has ever seen what Raychel

can do when she takes shots. She
literally breaks my wrists,” said Law.

The scenario in the second half was
a different story with both teams fir-
ing nine meaningful shots on goal
and Law was put to the test, making
all nine of her saves. With 23 minutes
remaining, Farmer Kiki Foushee
slipped into the center box and headed
the ball into the net, but not before the
ref blew the whistle for an offside
call.

The Farmers, who had no corner
kicks in the first half, took five in the
second half, the first was a bouncer
that Law smothered. But the best was
yet to come with less than two min-
utes left. A corner kick into the box
allowed a Farmer to head a shot that
forced Law to leap and tip it over the
crossbar. The corner kick after Law’s
tip, was a good one and another dan-
gerous shot forced Law to take mat-
ters into her own “hand” to make a
diving, ball-tossing save.

“It’s part of the game. We played a
great game today. We had a little
breakdown on those corner kicks and
it happens. The first one, the girl got
her head on it. It was just one of those
reaction things. The ball came right at
me. I was lucky I got my hand on it
and tipped it over the crossbar. The
second one, I literally did not want it
to come in. I grabbed it and threw it
around the net. I couldn’t believe
myself that I did that. I probably
should have gotten it with both hands
but, with the adrenalin pumping, I’m
just glad I got a hand on it,” explained
Law, who recorded her 11th shutout.

“She’s probably the best goalie in
Union County. The last minute-and-
thirty she proved it,” said coach
Ewing.
Union 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Clock
Soccer Lady Minutemen, 6-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometimes it’s hard for a team to
come out pumped up for battle after
recently having knocked off a top-
ranked state team like Kearny. The
Westfield High School girls’ soccer
team then turned its focus by dazing
Elizabeth with a barrage of vicious
shots and walked away with a 6-1,
conquest at Westfield’s Gary Kehler
Stadium on October 17.

“Kearny is an excellent team. I
think we were suffering from
Stephanie Cortinhal being injured and
I was trying to figure out where we
were going to put people. The second
time around, we really prepared for
them, we knew what they had and the
people we needed to mark. I just need
to say that our girls played really
well,” said Westfield Head Coach
Katie Wertheimer. “On any given day,
anyone can step up and take on a top
team and you can’t always go by
records necessarily. It’s a game-by-
game thing. We’re still struggling to
become more consistent.”

“In the game with Kearny, they
beat us pretty comfortably last time
we played them, so going in we
thought that we should leave it all on
the field and do our best since we had
nothing to lose,” added goalkeeper
Claire Bennett.

After the Kearny conquest, the
Westfield squad maintained their fo-
cus and punished a lower-caliber
Elizabeth team, marching up field
unchallenged and ultimately convert-
ing six goals in the first half.

Three minutes into the game,
Hannah Wharam ripped in the first
Blue Devils’ goal. Brittany Cortinhal,
assisted by Corrine Parkinson, suc-
cessfully penetrated the Minutemen
defense and drilled a shot into the net
seven minutes later. Tara Handza,
assisted by Shannon Murray slid in
the third goal at 16:31.

Another shelling came from Maher,
who rocketed a shot past the helpless
keeper on an on an assist by Natalie
Morrison at 16:59. The Blue Devils’
fifth goal came when Clark slipped
the ball to Morrison who outfoxed a
defender and blasted the ball in the
upper left netting.

“I really got a good pass from
Meredith Clark and I just stayed over
and put it in,” said Morrison.

With 5:09 on the clock, Clark set
up Morrison, who drilled the ball past
the keeper from just 13 feet away for
her second goal.

“I took it off the side and thought I
can definitely take these girls on,
brought in through the defenders and
shot the ball in,” said Morrison.

“We’re really excited so it’s a big up
after Kearny,” added Brittany
Cortinhal. “We’re coming out strong,
looking very good obviously and we’re

just going to continue. We’re espe-
cially looking forward to Cranford in
the county tournament. That’s a big
rival and we want a big win.”

When asked about goalie Bennett’s
performance, she said, “Claire is a
brick wall. She’s our brick wall!”

“We were on our game in Kearny;
probably the best game we’ve played
all season. We got our shots off, won
all of the fifty-fifty balls. It wasn’t
even like Kearny was dominating us
at all. We really connected and put
them completely away,” added Ste-
fanie Cortinhal. “In games like Eliza-
beth, obviously it is not as intense
however we do want to maintain our
momentum and keep playing hard. It
gave us an opportunity to work on our
passing game and get our shots off on
net.”
Elizabeth 0 1 1
Westfield 6 0 6

WF PAL A-Blue Blanks
Belleville PAL, 28-0

The Westfield PAL A-Blue foot-
ball team improved its record to 6-1,
with a 28-0 victory over Belleville.
A-Blue will play its final regular-
season game this Sunday at Scotch
Plains at 1:15 p.m.

A-Blue’s defense dominated
Belleville by not allowing any first
downs and tallying negative yardage
for the entire game. Defensive line-
man Tyler Monaco and Nick Ertman
and middle linebacker Chris Albanese
strongly contributed to the defense’s
success, while cornerback Jackson
O’Leary had a quarterback sack. This
was the third shutout of the season.

A-Blue’s halfback had touchdown
runs of 10-yards, eight-yards and one-
yard. Kyle Star led the team in rushing
with eight carries for 84-yards, includ-
ing a 23-yard touchdown run behind
the blocking by Abe Fertig-Cohen,
Rich O’Connor and Michael
DeLouisa. Quarterback Nathan
Mitchell connected with tight end Alex
Williams twice for a total of 28 yards.

Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR PAY DIRT…Westfield PAL A-Blue’s Kyle Star, No. 27, rushes
for a 23-yard touchdown in the 28-0 win over Belleville.

SP Recreation Begins
Basketball Season

SCOTCH PLAINS – More than
150 boys and girls in grades third
to eighth, showed up on October
16 and 17 at Park Middle School,
in preparation for the upcoming
recreation basketball season.
These young athletes were busy
fine-tuning their skills around the
hoop for what should be an excit-
ing and fun season. The nights
featured many of the volunteer
coaches instructing and encour-
aging the players in this pre-sea-
son event.

The 2007-2008 Basketball pro-
gram, which emphasizes skill de-
velopment and fun, has over 300
children signed up to play within
the five divisions. Participants will
practice and play their games dur-
ing the week, at both Park and
Terrill Middle Schools, with prac-
tices beginning the second week
of November and games starting
shortly afterwards.
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471 Edgewood Avenue, Westfield
$560,000

Charming 3 Bedroom 1 ½ bath home featuring
a Living Room w/fpcl; Formal Dining Room;
updated Kitchen w/granite counters; Sun
Room w/access to 2 tiered deck overlooking
deep fenced lot; Family Room plus Recreation
Room and 1 car Garage.  Convenient to
Franklin and Roosevelt Schools!

728 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
$999,000

Stunning 4 Bedroom Colonial magnificently
renovated in 2005 by Anthony James with
great attention to detail thru-out featuring a
Living Room w/custom built in’s and fireplace;
Formal Dining Room w/custom moldings;
state of the art Kitchen w/granite counters and
top of the line appliances; first floor Office/
Den with gorgeous custom built-in’s; fabulous
bathrooms; and Recreation Room.  Private
rear-yard with hot tub.  Conveniently located
to Washington School.  Truly a must see!

737 Prospect Street, Westfield
$1,299,900

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, October 28th • 1-4pm

Wonderful new home built with great attention
to detail on deep lot featuring an open front
porch; 2 story entry Foyer; formal Living and
Dining Rooms; Kitchen w/center island and
eating area open to Family Room w/fireplace;
Master Bedroom suite with walk in closet and
private bathroom; 2nd floor laundry; and multi
zone heating and cooling.  Great location close
to town and across from playground!

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, November 4th • 1-4pm

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE TO HER WORK…Raider Allyson Straniero, No. 3, glares at the ball
during the game with the Union Farmers.

The Scotch Plains Recreation Basketball Program

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DAZZLING A MINUTEMEN…Blue Devil freshman Hannah Kronick, No. 13,
got the opportunity to work her skills against Elizabeth. Westfield clocked the
Minutemen, 6-1.


