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Lady Blue Devils Nip Raiders
For WC X-C Championship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Union Farmer Gridders Stun
SP-F Football Raiders, 22-13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

real good player.’ But you got to have
11 guys playing,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “We didn’t
play as good as we can play. It’s
something that we have to evaluate
on film. I give Union credit because
they played well.”

Senior Keith Baker led the Raiders
with 15 tackles and linebacker Tim
Green made seven tackles and blocked
an extra point. Defensive lineman Joe
Blaes recorded two sacks and totaled

four tackles. Defensive back Mike
Ferrara made five tackles.

Things looked bright for the Raid-
ers when they marched 75 yards to
pay dirt on five plays to take a 6-0
lead. On the second play, Taylor broke
through the middle and hooked down
the left sideline for a 61-yard gallop
to the Union 13-yard line. Three plays
later, he dashed into the end zone
from the 11-yard line.

Seven minutes later, with 4:03 left
in the first quarter, Nesmith tossed a
long bomb to Lee, who grabbed the
pass and sped down the right sideline
for the 70-yard TD. Tim Green
blocked the point after. Early in the
second quarter, Lee had a 31-yard run
to the Raider four-yard line where
Nesmith ran it in to put the Farmers
ahead, 13-6.

On the Raiders’ next series, after
a two-yard gain from Taylor,
Chervenyak hit D’Agostaro on a
crossing pattern. D’Agostaro turned
on the burners and headed into the
end zone with 9:09 left in the half.
The Farmers, however, came back
and took a 20-13 lead with 3:58 left
when Stephon Whitehead shed the
Raider line and sprinted 49 yards
for a TD.

“I think we made a lot of mistakes
today that we haven’t been making.
Again, it’s not the kids’ fault. It’s my
job to get them ready to play and
make sure that that doesn’t happen. I
have been doing this long enough that
on any given Saturday or Friday any-
thing can happen,” said coach
Ciccotelli. “I know that. I hope the
kids know that.”

The Farmers’ defense did not yield
in the second half and, with less than
two minutes remaining in the game,
sacked Chervenyak in the end zone
for a safety.

“It was the same defense we saw
last week,” said coach Ciccotelli. “The
game comes down to blocking and
tackling. I still think we have a good
football team but you have to show up
to play each week.”
Union 6 14 0 2 22
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 6 7 0 0 13

It helps me pace myself. If I ran out in
front like Brittney, my race would be
done,” said Valdes.

Blue Devil Rose Driscoll finished
fifth with a time of 21:05 followed by
Union’s Stephanie Genna (21:16) and
Kearny’s Tania Bernardino (21:31).
Raider Cathy Harley finished eighth
at 21:34 followed by Kearny’s Dariza
Betances at 21:40 and Blue Devil
Bridget Grogan at 21:44. What sealed
the deal was that the Blue Devils’ No.
4-5-6 and seven runners (Rebecca
Castaldo at 22:05), Tessa Schaaf at
22:26, Allie Lowenstein at 22:39 and
Alexis Constantine at 22:39) finished
11-12-13 and 14 ahead of the Raid-
ers’ No. 5 runner. However, running
with six girls still made the contest as
close as it could get.

“We have a relatively strong team.
We lost our strong front from last
year but we all knew we could get it
together,” said Valdes.

“Our team is small but our team is
close. We are small but tough,” com-
mented Veeck.

“The pack is the way Westfield
has always run,” said Blue Devil

Head Coach Thom Hornish. “We
knew going in that we needed to
break up Scotch Plains’ number 3
and 4 runners. The other task was to
split number 1 and 2, as well as 2 and
3, which we were able to do. We had
great races up front. Aileen Grogan,
Rose Driscoll and Bridget Grogan
did their job. But the real story is
what the 4-5-6 and 7 runners did. It
was a tight race and it is a compli-
ment to Scotch Plains. It’s important
to know that Scotch Plains ran six
runners. They were hurting a little
bit. They’ve been banged up. They
gave one great race. Victory is nice
but compliments to the team that
came in second is nice.”

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield (W) 42, 2. Scotch Plains-

Fanwood (S) 45, 3. Kearny (K) 79, 4.
Irvington (I) 104, 5. Union (U) 108, 6.
Linden (L) 145

TOP 10 INDIVIDUALS:
1. Veeck (S) 20:31, 2. A. Grogan (W)

20:39, 3. Valdes (S) 20:42, 4. Hyppolite
(U) 21:01, 5. Driscoll (W) 21:05, 6.
Stephanie Genna (U) 21:16, 7. Tania
Bernardino (K) 21:31, 8. Harley (S) 21:34,
9. Dariza Betances (K) 21:40, 10. B.
Grogan (W) 21:44
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Westfield . . . Picturesque Tudor on winding Westfield street in coveted location close to award winning
schools, downtown and New York City transportation. Loaded with charm, this home boasts a welcoming front
porch, deep mouldings, beautiful leaded glass, hardwood floors with inlaid borders and more! The floor plan is
composed of spacious rooms punctuated with cozy nooks & crannies, and offers a large living room with
woodburning fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with separate breakfast room, sunny family room with
built-in bookcase, four bedrooms including third floor master suite, and basement study. This lovingly maintained
home filled with enchanting detail awaits a proud new owner!  Offered for $760,000.  WSF0831
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Rodrigues, Cummings Lead
Blue Devils to UCT Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A solid group of Westfield High
School Blue Devil gymnasts, led by
Lacy Cummings and Jenna
Rodrigues, captured its second con-
secutive Union County Gymnastics
Tournament title with a 109.425 total
in Westfield on October 19. Cranford
placed with a team total of 104.95
and a very strong showing by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, earned the team
third place with a 101.925 total.

Cummings took all-around top hon-

ors with a 36.85 total and shattered
the state’s top score on vault, per-
forming a front handspring, front tuck
that earned her a 9.8. Cummings
placed third in both the uneven bars
(8.9) and beam, (9.35) and finished

fourth on floor exercise with a 9.0.
Rodrigues added plenty of diffi-

culty to some of her routines and
placed second in the all-around with
a 36.725 total. She wowed the crowd
with a wonderful floor exercise to
capture top honors with a 9.15.

“For Jenna and I to come out on top
together is really great. We wanted to
finish one, two and we did. I was
proud of my performance but there is
always room for improvement, no
doubt about it,” said an exuberant
Cummings.

Describing her vault, she
said, “When I ran down the
vault, I knew it was going to
be a good one. I knew what
I had to do and it showed.
9.8, is the highest score I
ever received. It felt really
great to come out on top,
especially at our own gym.”

“It felt great to stand on
top, leading the team to the
win, with my best friend
Lacy, while personally, I
was so thrilled to win floor.
It’s my favorite event, “said
Rodrigues. “This is the first
time I have competed this
year using my new music
and things couldn’t have
gone any better. I have a lot
of fun with this routine and
I feel like I can really ex-
press my personality. With
a well-exemplified dance
and execution, I scored just
as expected and I look to
improve with more supe-
rior tumbling at the sec-
tional and state meets. My

goal for the remaining meets is to
break my personal all-around score
of a 37.6.”

Rodrigues placed second on bars
with a 9.05, fourth on beam at 9.25
and sixth on vault at 9.275. Blue

Devil Tina Chabrier placed second
on floor exercise with a 9.0. Allie
Barba snatched fifth on beam (9.125)
and Kelsey Greenfield took sixth on
bars at 8.5.

Raider Gina Pelosi took sixth in the
all-around with a 34.65 and in vault,
she placed fourth with a 9.4. Adding
a new mount on bars and finishing
with a fly away dismount, Pelosi tied
for sixth with Green on bars. Con-
necting a front-handspring to a round
off, she placed sixth on beam at 9.5.

“Vault was my second event and
doing so well was motivation for bars
and beam,” said Pelosi. “My goal was
to stick the beam and I was really
happy that I was able to do it.”

“This is what we’ve been working
so hard to achieve all season,” de-
scribed Raider Head Coach Lisa
Cerchio. “Our goal was to break a
team score of 100. Beam was our last
event and our four girls, Pelosi, Jes-
sica Colineri, Lindsay Robinson and
Ali Lasher, rallied and stuck their
routines. We not only broke 100, but
had our second high season score.”

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UPSIDE-DOWN WORLD…Blue Devil Lacy
Cummings performs a back somersault on the
balance beam. Cummings won the all-around
with a total of 36.85.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADER OF THE PACK…Raider Brittney Veeck, center, ran at the front of the pack for the first mile and crossed first
with a time of 20:31. Blue Devils Aileen Grogan, left, and Rose Driscoll, right, keep up the pace.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRIPPING THE BALL LOOSE…Raider defensive lineman Joe Blaes strips the
ball loose from quarterback Deon Nesmith but the play was ruled dead.

14 Endor Lane Mountainside, New Jersey 

Open House Sunday, October 28th 1:00—4:00PM 
 

Presiding over a tranquil Wychwood cul-de-sac, this warm-hearted Ranch welcomes you 
with hardwood floors, moldings, sun-catching windows and custom built-ins. Elegance per-
vades the living room while the family room and adjoining updated kitchen radiate with 
timeless comfort. Sure to be a favorite spot, the enclosed porch offers a panoramic view of 
the “English” style gardens. Other features include nice sized bedrooms and ample closet 
space. Presented for $745,000. Dir: New Providence to Wychwood to Endor 
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572 Winyah Avenue Westfield, New Jersey  

Open House Sunday, October 28th, 1:00—4:00 PM  
 

This enchanting Wychwood Colonial boasts traditional details and modern amenities, 
highlighting a family room addition with built-ins and an updated granite-accented kitchen 
with breakfast bar. The master suite is a private haven while a second bedroom suite and 
three more bedrooms welcome everyone. An office, rec room, sauna, climate controlled 
wine cellar and beautiful grounds with a two-tiered patio enhance the allure of this setting. 
Presented for $1,595,000.  Dir: E. Broad to Wychwood to Winyah 
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