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Special Teams Deliver Devils
A 13-7 Win over Minutemen

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After doing a couple of post-game
interviews, Jim DeSarno was looking
for the fastest way to the bus.

“I want to get out of here before I
wake up and find out this didn’t really
happen,” the happy WHS football
coach said after Friday night’s monu-
mental 13-7 victory over Elizabeth at
Williams Field.

It was a vintage, old-time defen-
sive struggle, with the Blue Devils
taking advantage of six turnovers and
getting a pair of fourth-quarter touch-
downs from Ricardo Johnson. The
victory was WHS’s first over Eliza-
beth since a 16-6 victory in 1984, and
its first win at Williams Field since a
10-0 triumph in 1979.

There were defensive heroes
aplenty, but you’d have to start with
ends John Dugan and Willie Johnson,
tackles John DiIorio and Ryan
Scanlon and inside linebackers Scott
Newman and T.J. Mruz. They were
seemingly everywhere. Outside
’backers Joe Vall-Llobera and Mike
Wikander did their jobs, forcing wide
stuff back to the middle of the field.

In the secondary, corners Danny
Selert and Manny Mills basically had
one-on-one coverage all night as WHS
played to stop the run. And safety
Charlie Read came up with a fumble-
causing tackle and a game-clinching
interception in the closing minutes.

Aside from three plays — a 59-
yard TD burst on a quick-hitter, one
40-yard pass completion (on which
Selert recovered to cause a fumble)
and one short pass to elusive Ray
Graham that became a big-gainer —
the WHS defense came up huge.

It was the type of defense that keeps
a team playing deep into November,
or maybe even early December. The
victory was worth at least 11 power
points (3-3 Elizabeth being a Group 4
school with three wins, so 2x4+3=11),
but it could become worth 13 if the

Home Game in Playoffs
Is There For the Taking

Devils of the Week
Alex Tarlow

Aileen Grogan
Cross country

Minutemen regroup to beat Linden
and East Side the next two weeks.

WHS (4-2) is currently tied for
fifth place for the eight-team field in
North Section 2 Group 4, but the four
teams ahead of WHS have all already
played seven games.

The current top eight in North 2
Group 4 are: Piscataway (7-0, 75
points), Hunterdon Central (7-0, 71),
Bayonne (6-1, 47), Woodbridge (4-3,
40), Westfield (4-2, 39), Franklin (4-
2, 39), Phillipsburg (4-3, 36) and
Elizabeth (3-3, 28).

If WHS takes care of business and
wins games seven (vs. 3-3 Shabazz,
Saturday at home) and eight (at 4-2
Scotch Plains), there will be a home
game in the first round of the play-
offs. And with Bayonne facing un-
beaten St. Peter’s Prep this week and
Woodbridge in a toss-up game against
4-3 South Brunswick, it’s not incon-
ceivable that WHS could even earn
the third seed. Franklin has winnable
games against 2-4 Watchung Hills
Saturday and then 2-4 Ridge.

But first things first, and that starts
Saturday against Shabazz. The two
teams have played nine times, with
WHS holding a 5-4 lead. Malcolm
Allen (who sat out Friday’s win with
an injury) ran for 204 yards in last
year’s 16-0 WHS victory. Remem-
ber, folks, this week’s Shabazz game
is every bit as important as last week’s
Elizabeth game and next week’s
Scotch Plains game. Why? Because it
is THIS WEEK’s game.

The best thing about football is that
you only get so many chances. In
some sports, you play 20, 25, 30
games. Football is very limited. To-
morrow becomes yesterday really
quick. So there is no reason — and
really there is no time — to get really
high or really low about any one
game. DeSarno, his staff and his se-
niors have done a great job of bring-

ing WHS back from week two’s stun-
ning loss to Cranford. That game is so
far in the rear view mirror now that
it’s nearly impossible to remember it,
especially after watching the defen-
sive effort last Friday night.

You can watch all the offensive
highlights on the 24-hour TV sports
shows, watch the Texas Techs and the
Boise States put up 50, 60 points, but
at this point in the season it’s defense
that keeps you playing. And while
most people would prefer to watch a
35-33 shootout, The Den has always
much preferred a 7-0 or 13-7 slugfest.
Shabazz has wins over Plainfield, East
Side and Kearny, and losses to SP-F,
Linden and Elizabeth.

At this writing, Saturday’s weather
forecast is for upper 60s with show-
ers, i.e., perfect football weather.

SOCCER UPDATE
The Union County Tournament

semifinals at A.L. Johnson’s new turf
field in Clark will both feature a
Westfield team, the boys facing
archrival Scotch Plains-Fanwood Sat-
urday at 7:30 p.m., and the girls taking
on Union Catholic Sunday at 4 p.m.

George Kapner’s boys advanced to
the showdown with a 2-0 victory over
A.L. Johnson. Andy Flood and Matt
Isabella had the goals. So now WHS,
which already has two regular-sea-
son wins over the Raiders, gets a shot
at its first three-win season over SP-
F, while the suddenly red-hot Raiders
can basically make their season with
a win over the top-seeded Devils.
Adding even more drama to the game
is that WHS is 11-3-3, giving Kapner
210 career wins, one behind Walt
Leonow as the school’s all-time
winningest boys soccer coach.

Corrine Parkinson’s goal was the
difference in the girls’ 1-0 quarterfinal
win over Cranford. Coach Katie
Wertheimer’s club seems to be peak-
ing at the right time and could face SP-
F in the Nov. 3 final if they both take
their semifinal matches. There’s noth-
ing like an extra WHS vs. SP-F meet-
ing to get everybody’s blood boiling.

UCT UPDATE
The WHS gymnasts captured an-

other Union County championship last
Friday, with sophomores Lacy
Cummings and Jenna Rodrigues fin-
ishing 1-2 in the all-around to lead the
way. Cummings also won the vault,
while Rodrigues — one of the school’s
best all-around athletes — captured
the floor exercise for the second straight
year. While the point total (109.425)
was slightly less than WHS’s school-
record effort (110.425) against Bishop
Ahr, it was another solid effort for
coach Melissa Bryan’s crew. Up next,
the sectional meet on Nov. 3.

Also on Friday night, coach Bev

Torok’s volleyballers, seeded No. 6,
knocked off third-seed Union Catho-
lic 25-22, 25-22 in a really tough
quarterfinal. Paige Roudebush (13
digs, 5 kills), Larryssa Borkowski
(16 digs, 2 aces) and Caroline Fallon
(12 digs, 3 kills) sent the defending
champion Devils into the semifinals
(yesterday) against No. 2 seed Roselle
Catholic (top-seeded Cranford faced
No. 4 Rahway in the other semifinal).
The final will be at WHS tomorrow
night.

The Union County cross-country
championships were yesterday at
Warinanco Park in Roselle, but the
never-ending WHS vs. SP-F rivalry
was in full bloom there a week earlier
at the Watchung Conference champi-
onships, where the Blue Devils cap-
tured both titles, with SP-F second in
both.

The boys’ victory was not unex-
pected, although the first-place finish
by senior Alex Tarlow was. Using his
mid-distance sprinter’s final kick,
Tarlow pulled away in the final quar-
ter-mile to beat SP-F’s duo of Pat
Doliber and Martin Sweeney.

The girls, on the other hand, needed
someone to step up and sophomore
Aileen Grogan did just that, passing
three or four runners near the finish to
get the key second-place points that
gave WHS a narrow three-point vic-
tory over SP-F.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free subs from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) go to harriers Alex
Tarlow and Aileen Grogan. Tarlow,
better known as a spring track half-
miler, added a semi-surprise distance
championship to his trophy case at
the Watchung Conference meet.
Grogan came up huge (an unbeliev-
able 69-second drop from her previ-
ous best time) to finish a surprising
second, and helping the WHS girls to
the conference championship.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. GO BLUE DEV-
ILS!

because you can’t let plays like that
bother you throughout the game or
else you are not going to win. We gave
them the first punch. We came back.
That kind of shocked them a little,”
said Dugan who added, “We buckled
down a lot. We got fired up after the
special team played a big part. It was
great seeing Willie (Johnson) do that.
We got a lot of pressure on the quarter-
back. We were using our hands well
like we practiced all week and the
coaches said, ‘just read your assign-
ments and things will happen’.”

Linebacker TJ Mruz made a huge
contribution by delivering a crushing
hit on an Elizabeth receiver, jarring the
ball loose and recovering the fumble
late in the second quarter. Late in the
third quarter, safety Charlie Read jolted
the ball loose from Mayer and line-
backer Scott Newman recovered the
ball on the Westfield 40-yard line.

Early in the fourth quarter, Vall-
Llobera’s punt bounced toward the
Minutemen’s goal line. As soon as it
was picked up, special teams’ man
Jhakyse Williams knocked the ball
loose and Emanuel Mills recovered it
on the three. From there, with 10:58
remaining, running back Ricardo
Johnson (23 carries, 69 yards) slipped
in for the TD and Michael Clark
booted the point after.

On the ensuing kickoff, Ricardo
Johnson banged into the Minuteman
return man, causing a fumble, which
Johnson recovered at the nine. After
failing to move the ball, the Blue
Devils attempted to kick a field goal.
Twice, just as the ball was booted, the
refs penalized the Minutemen for
offside violations. The third field goal
attempt missed to the left.

“We still had the momentum. We
knew once we got the ball we could
score,” said quarterback Tony DiIorio,
who completed six passes for 40

yards. “I got to give credit to the
special teams because they got us
inside the 10-yard line twice. We capi-
talized on that and won the game. I’m
speechless. When you play hard, the
bounces go your way. We got a couple
of bounces on special teams. It fired
up our team.”

The 4-2 Blue Devils’ offense did,
however, save the best to last when they
put together a seven-play, 49-yard TD
drive that ended with Johnson pushing
over from the one with 4:31 remaining.
The point after was blocked.

The 3-3 Minutemen’s last-ditch
offensive effort was buried when Read
intercepted Greene’s pass at midfield.

Blue Devil split end Jihad Billups
finished with three receptions for 15
yards. Wide receiver Chris Sheehan
had two receptions for 19 yards and
Ricardo Johnson had a six-yard re-
ception.

With a win over Malcolm X.
Shabazz this Saturday, the Blue Dev-
ils could pretty much earn a spot in the
upcoming playoffs. “We can’t have
any letdowns at all. A fifth win would
pretty much guarantee us a spot. That’s
what we need,” said DiIorio.

“Our defense was awesome! One
play! Our ‘D’ line did a great job
holding their big offensive line. Kenny
Miller, our defensive coordinator, put
together a great plan,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno. “I was
very pleased with how aggressive we
were. We knew we needed that for
games like this. It was a total team
effort. Our special teams helped us.
Our punting game worked. We got
field position. When they got field
position, we defended. Our defense
won this game flat out, with help
from our special teams. That’s what
you need to win ball games.”
Westfield   0   0   0 13 13
Elizabeth   7   0   0   0 7

Raider Soccer Boys Leap Over
Hump, Defeat Farmers, 2-1

After forfeiting two victories due to
an NJSIAA violation and losing 2-1 to
Westfield on October 10, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team had its backs pushed to
the wall with a 5-8 record and found
itself in a do-or-die situation to qualify
for the state playoff. Standing in the
Raiders’ way were scheduled games
with Roselle Park, Elizabeth and Union
before the cutoff date of October 19.

The Raiders annihilated Roselle
Park in the opening round of the Union
County Tournament on October 13,
nipped Elizabeth 1-0 on October 15

then burned the Union Farmers, 2-1,
on October 17 to even their record to
8-8. A rescheduled game with the
Plainfield Cardinals on October 19
was postponed due to heavy rains.

Against the Farmers, sophomore
Johann Hernandez took a feed from
Tyler Stanek and ripped a shot into
the netting late in the second half. The
12-4 Farmers took a 1-0 lead two
minutes into the first half when Rob
Barrera, on a feed from Brian Barrera,
scored. Late in the first half, Raider
Brian Hessemer scored on a penalty
kick to tie the score.

High School UCT
Boys Soccer Results:

QUARTERFINALS:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3, Cranford 2

Johann Hernandez, Tyler Stanek,
Adam Brous and Mike DeVizio net-
ted goals in a shootout for the victory.
Westfield 2, A. L. Johnson 0

See Story on page 15
Elizabeth 3, Governor Livingston 2
Union 1, Union Catholic 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEALING THE VICTORY…Quarterback Tony DiIorio takes a knee as time
runs out to give the Blue Devils a 13-7 victory.

SCOTCH PLAINS $749,900 WESTFIELD $719,000

WESTFIELD $1,837,000 WESTFIELD $639,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $479,000

WESTFIELD $1,550,000

Bright and airy Split Level on beautiful property.  Ideal for formal
and casual living.  Includes 8 rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, Family Room with wood-burning fireplace, handcrafted mantle
& glass enclosed bookcases, Formal Dining Room and enclosed porch
with access to 800 square foot backyard.

Conveniently located close to downtown & transportation, this
Townhouse offers an updated Kitchen with granite, many cabinets
and breakfast bar.  Also includes a Living Room with fireplace, For-
mal Dining Room, updated half bath, Master Suite with walk-in
closet and master bath, partially finished basement, detached garage
and CAC.

Gracious Wychwood Colonial features 10 rooms including 4 Bed-
rooms, 3.5 baths, superbly updated Kitchen, Formal Dining Room,
Family Room, Master Bedroom with full bath and wall of closets,
Living Room and Library with wood-burning fireplaces and Recre-
ation Room.

Picturesque English style Colonial features a vestibule that opens to
the Living Room with fireplace and built-in bookcases, den, Formal
Dining Room, lovely 3-seasons porch, large Kitchen, 3 nice-sized
Bedrooms, 1.5 baths and many updates such as electric, CAC, roof,
bath and many windows.

Fabulous, all updated center hall Dutch Colonial with 11 rooms
offers 6 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, foyer, veranda style front porch, Butler’s
pantry, lots of built-ins and architectural detail, high ceilings, Kitchen
with center island, pantry and separate dining area, Formal Dining
Room and Living Room with wood-burning fireplace.

Custom 4 Bedroom Cape on large lot features 8 rooms and includes
2 baths, Living Room with wood-burning fireplace, hardwood floors
under carpet, deck off Dining Room overlooking park-like yard and
CAC.  Larger than it looks!


