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Bible Verses Offer Wisdom
To Help Us Deal With Fools

By BRIAN NICKLAUS

A paradox is something that seems to
be a contradiction. There are many
apparent contradictions in the Bible,
most of which can be cleared up by
Bible study and carefully defining terms.
But what about Proverbs 26:4-5?

Two verses, back to back, give op-
posite instructions for the same situ-
ation. So, how should we respond to
a fool? Verse 4 says “do not answer a
fool according to his folly,” while the
very next verse says, “Answer a fool
according to his folly.”

Verse 4 is easier to accept and under-
stand. Of course, we don’t want to
stoop to someone’s level when they are
acting foolishly. Don’t play their game.
That seems more consistent with Bibli-
cal teaching on attitude and character.
The purpose of not responding accord-
ing to his folly is so that we won’t be
like him. Don’t become a fool or be
foolish in the way you deal with fools.
Some people and some characteristics
bring out the worst in us.

The next verse seems to give us per-
mission to “fight foolishness with fool-
ishness.” That is tempting. That is usu-
ally our normal response when some-
one is being immature, selfish, angry,
sarcastic, etc. We like to throw things
back at people. The writer tells us to
respond this way so that the fool won’t

be wise in his own eyes. He needs to
realize that he is being foolish. Is it the
shock value? Is it that foolishness is the
only language he understands and that
reason is worthless?

The apostle Paul might be able to
help us understand this verse. In 2
Corinthians chapters 10-12, Paul must
defend himself and his ministry be-
cause others were looking down on
him and attacking him. Paul “boasts”
in his sufferings because he knows
his opponents are arrogant and boast-
ful. Paul recognizes that boasting is a
foolish thing to do but realizes that is
what his opponents need to hear and
realize. In a sense, Paul is giving a
practical illustration of Proverbs 26:5.
In 12:11, Paul says, “I have made a
fool of myself but you drove me to it.”

Of course, you and I need to be
careful and not use this verse as an
excuse to be rude, mean, foolish or
judgmental in dealing with people
who truly are foolish.

Definitely try verse 4 first. Don’t
play their game. Don’t respond as
that person would. Don’t be like them.
But if you must, to make them realize
it, be very careful in the way you do it,
or you may become a fool yourself.

* * * * * * *
Mr. Nicklaus is the minister at the

Echo Lake Church of Christ, located
at 419 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Oriental Rug Sale on Tap
At Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will offer Ori-
ental rugs for sale in Assembly Hall
on Friday, November 2, from 7 to 9
p.m. and Saturday, November 3, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Handmade in Pakistani homes by
fairly paid adults and sold by Ten
Thousand Villages, the rugs will be
available in a variety of sizes and
colors. Home-based rug knotting
provides men and women in the vil-
lages of Pakistan equal access to a
fair living wage.

Based in Lahore, Pakistan, Ten
Thousand Villages works exclusively
with JAKCISS Oriental Rugs. Be-
gun in the late 1960s by a Pakistani
Baptist pastor, JAKCISS helps arti-
sans to work together and supports
village development through build-
ing schools and helping to complete
roads and homes.

Rug sales through Ten Thousand
Villages stores across Canada and
the United States have helped to pro-
vide work for more than 750 fami-
lies in Pakistan, giving them income
for food, health care, education and
improved housing.

In addition to the rug sale, the
church will hold a silent auction fea-
turing various items and services. A
Thanksgiving hostess basket, games
basket and baby basket, as well as a
holiday gift wrapper, a band for one’s
next party and a window decorator,
are among the offerings that will be
available for bid. There also will be
a bake sale.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 233-0301
or visit westfieldpc.org.

Joanne Goldblum Is Named
Community Health Leader

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
resident Joanne Goldblum was among
10 individuals honored in Washing-
ton, D.C. October 3 as recipients of
the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation’s 2007 Community
Health Leaders Award.

A Westfield resident from 1968 to
1982, Ms. Goldblum is
the daughter of Richard
Samuel of Scotch Plains
and Ellen Luger of New
York City, formerly of
Westfield. Now living in
New Haven, Conn., she
has been recognized with
the award for her leader-
ship in and advocacy for
maternal and child health.

Ms. Goldblum is
founder and president of the New
Haven Diaper Bank, which distrib-
utes free diapers to families through a
network of social service agencies,
churches and educational institutions
throughout Greater New Haven. Be-
gun in 2004, it provides more than
40,000 free diapers every month to
families in need.

Ms. Goldblum, who as a social
worker spent many years interacting
with homeless and high-risk families,
discovered these families could not use
food stamps or funds from other social
programs for basic items like diapers,
toilet paper or sanitary napkins.

Recognizing that no one was “con-
necting the dots” for low-income
families, she decided to use diapers
as the way to begin a discussion and
to advocate for more comprehensive
approaches and systems.

Ms. Goldblum has worked to ex-
pand the understanding of the link
between such policies and the poten-
tial to prevent health problems and
child abuse that can result from poor
hygiene for infants.

With typical costs for diapers aver-

Joanne Goldblum

Garwood to Conduct
Decorating Contest

GARWOOD – The Celebrations
Committee of Garwood has revealed
that the borough will hold its annual
Halloween House/Fall Decorating
Contest. Judging will take place on
the Saturday and Sunday evenings
before Halloween, October 27 and
28. Three prizes will be awarded,
along with an honorable mention.
Prizes for the winners will be pre-
sented the following week.

Halloween Celebration
On Tap In Fanwood

FANWOOD – The annual Fanwood
Halloween Parade and Costume Con-
test will kick off at 5:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 31, in the
Fanwood Memorial Library parking
lot at North Avenue and Forest Road.

A “trunk or treat” event will take
place, featuring surprise treats for
trick-or-treaters. Children and adults
who want to join the parade are in-
vited to assemble in front of the
library at 6 p.m. The parade will
depart for LaGrande Park at 6:15
p.m. and  end at the skating rink near
the tennis courts at the park.

The costume contest will be held
there for children of all ages starting
at approximately 6:30 p.m. Addition-
ally, a Jack-’o-Lantern Contest will
be held outside the LaGrande Park
building. Participants are asked to
bring their pumpkins there and fill
out an entry form by 6 p.m.

The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion will present the  celebration. Prizes
will be awarded for the best costumes
and best jack-’o-lanterns. Free cider,
doughnuts and coffee will be available.

Scholar Shares With Rotary
Experiences While In Rome
WESTFIELD – Ben Schellack

spoke to the Rotary Club of Westfield
October 9 about his experiences af-
ter being sent to study in Rome for a
year by the Rotary in Nashville, Tenn.

Mr. Schellack’s topic was interre-
ligious studies, specifically the rela-
tionship between Christians and Jews
in the first five centuries after Christ.
A graduate of Vanderbilt University,
he plans to pursue a doctorate in
theology and hopes to become a col-
lege professor.

Mr. Schellack studied at the
Gregorian University in Rome,
where the pope has studied and where
many priests and nuns work on mas-
ter and doctoral degrees. His room-
mate was a Muslim from Turkey.

According to Mr. Schellack, liv-

ing in Rome for a year gave him a
greater understanding of other cul-
tures and he expressed his gratitude
to the Rotary organization for giving
him this opportunity.

The Rotary International Founda-
tion sponsors one of the largest in-
ternational scholarship programs in
the world called the Ambassadorial
Scholarship. Scholars study in a dif-
ferent country, where they serve as
unofficial ambassadors of goodwill.
Since 1947, more than 47,000 schol-
ars from 110 countries have received
scholarships of more than $476 mil-
lion through the Rotary Foundation.

SCHOLASTIC EXPERIENCE…Mark Elsasser, vice president of the Westfield
Rotary Club and executive director of the Westfield Area “Y,” left, together with
Rotarian and Westfield Downtown Corporation Executive Director Sherry
Cronin, welcome scholar Ben Schellack to the Rotary club’s October 9 meeting.
Mr. Schellack described his experiences while studying in Rome for a year.

Screening to Address
Abu Ghraib Scandal
WESTFIELD – The Union County

Peace Council will host a special free
screening of the HBO documentary
Ghosts of Abu Ghraib on Wednesday,
October 31, at 7 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church.

Blending in-depth interviews with
witnesses, victims and military guards
directly involved in the abuse of detain-
ees at Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison along
with other contextual footage, film-
maker Rory Kennedy probes the psy-
chological and political underpinnings
behind the headlines of this scandal.

Discussions and refreshments will
follow the screening. The church is
located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield. The parking lot for the
church is on Ferris Place, off of Pros-
pect Street. Participants are asked to
enter by the side door. For more infor-
mation, visit ucpeace.org, e-mail
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.com
or call Diane at (908) 233-7344.

aging $100 a month for one child, a
poor family prioritizing its needs
might have to allow an infant or tod-
dler to remain in the same diaper for
an entire day, or try to wash and reuse
a disposable diaper.

Resulting diaper rashes can turn
into staphylococcus infections, and

the crying of an uncom-
fortable baby places it at
greater risk for abuse.
Children whose parents
fail to provide a supply of
diapers can be refused ad-
mittance to daycare, and
without childcare, parents
are unable to remain in the
workforce.

To stock the Diaper
Bank, Ms. Goldblum held

a “Stroll-a-thon” last year and pro-
motes diaper drives so corporate groups
and organizations can participate in
this philanthropy. This year, her orga-
nization raised more than $65,000 from
an event called New Haven County
Cutters Diaper Night Out, sponsored
by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Connecticut.

The Diaper Bank gained support
from Connecticut State Senator Toni
Harp and it is expected the project will
be expanded to two additional sites in
the cities of Hartford and Bridgeport.

The Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion Community Health Leaders pro-
gram awards $1.25 million each year
to health leaders who have surmounted
personal and other obstacles to im-
prove health and health care at the
community level.

Each of the Community Health Lead-
ers Award recipients honored this month
received $105,000 to further the work
of his or her program and a $20,000
personal award. To submit a nomina-
tion for Community Health Leaders
2008, visit communityhealthleaders.org
for more information.

Michele Marron-Meyerhoff has progressive Scleroderma which will certainly take her life 

without a STEM CELL TRANSPLANT USING HER OWN STEM CELLS. Three months 

ago, all we could do was pray for Michele and her family. Our prayers were answered with 

this procedure. All that stands in the way is money, and isn’t money a really bad reason for 

someone to lose their life.

The price of admission for this procedure is $160,000
The health-care facility requires $160,000 for Michele to be admitted to have the procedure. 

to raise the required funds. Your gift, large or small, is tax deductible and will contribute to 

saving Michele’s life. A shortfall of money is a really bad reason for a person to die.

Making a Donation is easy and Tax Deductible
Donations can be made on line at www.transplants.org and conducting a patient search for 

“Marron”. NFT’s secure web site will automatically allocate your donation to Michele’s 

fund. Checks can be mailed to National Foundation for Transplants, 2560 US Highway 22, 

Number 208, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-1529. Any funds sent to this address will be deposited 

into Michele’s fund.

National Foundation for Transplants
2560 US Highway 22, No. 208
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-1529
www.transplants.org

Be an Angel & Join Us at

Sunday October 28th, 1-4pm
Auction, Food, Drink, Music, Fun

$50.00 donation at the door

INSURANCE WILL NOT PAY!
Because this treatment is considered experimental for Scleroderma, Michele’s insurance 

company will not cover the costs of this life-saving procedure, even though it is covered for 

the treatment of other autoimmune diseases like Lupus and has been used for the treatment 

of Breast Cancer for over 10 years.

On-Line donations are 
fast and secure at

www.transplants.org
Find a Patient “Marron”

Have you ever wished 
you could really 

make a difference 
in someone’s life?

Have you ever wished 
you could really 

make a difference 
in someone’s life?


