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Former WF Native Returns Home
For Screening of xxx xxxxxxMovie

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
resident Samuel Freeman, a screen-
writer and movie producer, recently
visited the Kenilworth Public Library
(KPL) for a special screening of his
new movie, Unholy, to speak about
the process of writing and producing
a feature film.

Unholy, which premiered in Au-
gust at the Pioneer Theater in New
York City, came out on DVD Septem-
ber 4. The movie stars Adrienne
Barbeau and Nicholas Brendon.

The plot of Unholy is loosely based
on fact and focuses on a classified
military document discovered in
Downington (now Dowington), Pa.,
after WWII.

The document details Nazi experi-
mentation with the occult.

“It was certainly surreal coming
back to New Jersey for the screen-
ings,” said Mr. Freeman, an executive
producer at Sky Whisper Productions,
the production company that devel-
oped Unholy. “[There’s] nothing like
having a screening in the area where
you grew up.”

“I was really happy with how the
audience responded to the movie and
was glad to see that they not only
seemed to understand it but also ap-
preciated the intricacies and the com-

plexities of the film,” he continued.
Dale Spindel, KPL director and a

friend of the Freeman family, attended
the New York City premiere and co-
ordinated Mr. Freeman’s visit to the
KPL.

“Although Unholy is a horror
movie, it’s not a ‘slasher,’” Ms.
Spindel commented.

“I was favorably impressed,” she
continued. “Unholy has a cerebral
plot line, but you have to get to the
end of the movie in order to fully
understand it.”

Wayne Stromko of Roselle Park,

who attended the screening and pre-
sentation, came away equally im-
pressed.

“I loved the movie, and I loved
being able to see it in the environment
of the library,” he said.

Calling Mr. Freeman “absolutely
brilliant,” Mr. Stromko thought the
movie “insightful.” He especially
liked that there was a “twist” to it.

Mr. Freeman chose his hometown
of Westfield and surrounding area to
film parts of Unholy.

The garage seen in the movie is the
garage of his parents’ Westfield home.

He also shot scenes for the movie at
Sam’s Farm in Springfield, which is
now closed.

According to Mr. Freeman’s
mother, Jane, the screenwriter has
always been affected by the movies
he saw.

“He was ‘wowed’ by the first
Scream, and that got him into the
horror genre,” she said.

She said surpassing the thrill of
writing a screenplay and seeing it to
fruition was the opportunity to work
with Brendon, who earned fame on
the “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” tele-
vision show.

“That was the highlight of every-
thing for Sam – picking up Brendon

at the airport,” Mrs. Freeman said.
“It was a young boy’s hero come to

life,” she added.
Mrs. Freeman loved the experi-

ence as well, saying she was “equally,
if not more so, excited,” even waking
up at 5 a.m. to bake oatmeal-raisin
cookies for everyone.

Mr. Freeman attended Solomon
Schecter Day School in West Orange
and Tisch School of the Arts at New
York University.

He is currently working on two new
horror/thrillers, which he hopes to get
off the ground in the near future.

To learn more about Unholy, visit
the movie’s website at
unholymovie.com.

OH, THE HORROR...Sam Freeman, left, speaks with audience member Wayne
Stromko at the Kenilworth Library. Mr. Stromko was inspired to write a poem
about the movie when it was over. Above, he reads it to Mr. Freeman.

Inside: Victoria McCabe reviews the NJ Symphony Orchestra.

Next Week: Ms. McCabe checks out Radiohead’s “In Rainsbows.”

Samuel Freeman, center, films in front of his family’s
house on Hillcrest Avenue in Westfield.

Samuel Freeman, right, and “Buffy” star Nicholas
Brendon, left, take a break from filming on Hillcrest
Avenue.

Geoff Clark of WF’s Jay’s Cycle
To Bike Across Country for Cancer

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Geoff Clark, sales
manager of Jay’s Cycle Center in
Westfield, is set to fly to San Diego on
October 20 and then pedal his way
back to Westfield on a three-week
bike journey for cancer.

Formerly from Westfield and cur-
rently residing in North Plainfield,
Mr. Clark said he had always dreamed
of such an adventure. He was in-
spired to finally put his plans into
action by the loss of his father’s long-
time girlfriend due to lung cancer. It
will also be in celebration of his 40th
birthday.

Last Friday evening, friends, fam-
ily and co-workers gathered at Jay’s
Cycle Center to show their support at
a send-off party.

Stephen Thompson, chief of Pedi-
atric Neurology and Neuro-Oncol-
ogy at the Joseph M. Sanzari
Children’s Hospital in Hackensack
University Medical Center, attended
and spoke about his pediatric oncol-
ogy research group, Tomorrow’s Chil-
dren Institute, which will be a benefi-
ciary of Mr. Clark’s charity ride.

Dr. Thompson first met Mr. Clark
when he decided to “change his life”
for the better by beginning an exer-
cise regime. He received Mr. Clark’s
help choosing a bicycle, along with

his coaching advice.
“A bike is an investment, and – like

any other investment – you need to
have a good investment advisor,” Mr.
Thompson said. “He is such a great
guy and really has the patience of a
saint.”

Peggy and Stephen Murphy of
Cranford attended the party to sup-
port Mr. Clark, who has coached them
as well.

“He’s an inspiration,” Ms. Murphy
said.

“He’s unbelievably kind and knowl-
edgeable,” Mr. Murphy said. “I had
been riding for years, but once I came
to him, I realized all I had been doing
is just pedaling.”

Mr. Clark used websites such as
Google Earth and mapmyride.com to
plot his bike route from California to
New Jersey, where he will encounter
various weather conditions and geo-
logical elevations.

He plans to ride at least 170 miles
daily with frequent stops for meals on
the road as needed.

“I’ll probably burn 7,000 to 8,000
calories a day,” Mr. Clark said. “I’m
going to be hungry.”

His former Westfield neighbors,
Priscilla and Casey Woodruff, also
came to the send-off party.

“I did the Florida AIDS ride, which
was 90 miles daily for three days, and

I was exhausted,” Ms. Woodruff said.
“So, I can’t imagine 170 a day for
three weeks…it’s incredible. We hope
he raises a lot of money and aware-
ness.”

A friend, Paul Drake, will assist
him for a good portion of the trip.

“We’ve decided to rent an RV for
the first 10 days because crossing the
desert is extremely difficult,” Mr.
Clark said, anticipating weather well
above 90 degrees.

This will afford him a cooler for
drinks, a restroom and an air-condi-
tioned escape should he become over-
heated.

Otherwise, he will basically only
carry a small gear bag for clothing
and toiletries.

Mr. Clark said friends plan to join
him for parts of the ride in Texas and
Mississippi. Friends will also pro-
vide some lodging, although he has
additionally made hotel reservations.

He plans to return to New Jersey on
Sunday, November 11, and invited
supporters to join him in Cape May to
bike together to Jay’s Cycle Center in
Westfield.

Those interested in finding more
information about joining the ride
and/or to reading his blog during the
trip can find it at Enduranceguru.com
– a website he set up to raise funds for
a cancer-research foundation.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXCITEBIKE…Geoff Clark, sales manager of Jay’s Cycle Center in Westfield, displays a map route of his planned cross-
country bike trek that will begin in California and end at the Westfield bike shop. Mr. Clark’s journey will benefit cancer
research and can be tracked on enduranceguru.com. Last Friday, the establishment held a send-off party, and Mr. Clark
displays a bike similar to what he will ride.

Order early.  Due to the overwhelming response last year, we accept orders on a first come first serve basis.

visit our website at www.clyneandmurphy.com

Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy
Dinner Rolls

Our Ever-So-Popular Key Lime Pie

Turkey Stuffing
Sweet Potato Casserole

Green Beans with Cashew Butter
Our Glazed Carrots

$269
Prime Rib Dinner

For Party of Ten to Twelve

$329
8 to 10 lb.  Boneless USDA Prime Rib (Medium Rare)

(Extra Drumsticks & Breast Meat Available)

Cheddar Mashed Potatoes • Green Bean Casserole • Glazed Carrots
Mushroom Gravy • Dinner Rolls • Key Lime Pie

439 south avenue west, westfield, nj
(right by the Circle) 908-233-9733 fax: 908-518-7770

16 to 18 lb. Oven-Baked-To-Perfection Turkey
For Party of Ten to Twelve

Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner

Let us do the work while you enjoy the Holidays!  We will cater your
Holidays from soup to nuts.  Here are some suggestions . . .

Happy Thanksgiving


