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Cranford UCC  Campus
Offers Internet-Safety Courses

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Division of Economic De-
velopment and Continuing Educa-
tion offers courses on personal safety,

including identity theft and how to
protect children who are using the
Internet.

“Defending Yourself Against Iden-
tity Theft” will be held on Thursday,
October 25, and Tuesday, December
4, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on the college’s
Cranford campus. This course will
help individuals identify what iden-
tity theft is, how it occurs and tech-
niques that thieves use to obtain one’s
personal information and will offer
tips to help safeguard one’s identity.
The cost of this course is $25.

“A Parents Guide: Kids Social Net-
working on the Internet” will be held
Wednesday, December 5, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. at the Cranford campus. It
will discuss social-networking sites
on the Internet, such as MySpace, and
how parents can teach their children to
be safe in these online communities.

These social-networking sites makes
it easy for young people to express
themselves and to keep in touch with
their friends; however, they can also
exchange inappropriate information
about themselves and encounter inap-
propriate behavior and may not know
what is appropriate to post online.

This course will discuss safety tips,
using privacy settings and guidelines
to help make safe decisions about
using online communities. The cost
of the course is $25.

The college’s Cranford campus is
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue.
For more information or to register
for either course, call the Division of
Economic Development and Continu-
ing Education at (908) 709-7600.

THRICE AS EASY…The Cucuzzella triplets have it easy when deciding what to
wear to school. They attend Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield,
which mandates that students wear uniforms. Pictured, from left to right, are
Rebecca, Joshua and Noah.
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The weekly column written by local high school students

The SAT: Thank
Goodness It’s Over!

By WILLIAM J. VOGT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What a week! In the midst of my
ever-constant college application pro-
cess, I had to prepare myself for what
could possibly be the most important
three hours and 45 minutes of my
young life. The SAT was this Satur-
day at Westfield High School, and I
was stressed out!

The test was, of course, not the only
thing on my schedule. As a senior who
hopes to be accepted at a top college, I
am involved in many activities, both
co-curricular and extra-curricular, that
take up much of my time and increase
the burden on my pressure-packed,
Advanced Placement way of life.

To add to my worries and my lack
of relaxation, the wonderful people at
the College Board decided that the
SAT should take place on a Saturday,
and not just on a Saturday, but on a
Saturday morning.

Now, for a teenage male like my-
self, the words “Saturday Morning”
are synonymous with “sleep.” It is the
one time throughout the week that is
truly yours; no one is to wake you
during those precious hours that offi-
cially begin the weekend.

But not so, says the College Board,
which controls your life when it
comes to higher education. A stu-
dent, in the board’s view, should
wake up during the wee hours of the
morning (okay, so it was actually
6:30 a.m., but who’s counting?) and
take an exam with questions that are
barely decipherable and answers that
are vague to the extreme.

“So, why take it?” some say. The
answer is all too simple – your score
is used to compare you to thousands
of other college applicants from
around the globe. As such, a bad day
could cost you. Big.

These were the thoughts that were
in my mind when I entered the test
room. I’m sure other students felt just
the same, but at least they knew some
of the other people in the room and
could worry together.

I, being from a different school,
was alone. Fortunately, I was so tired
it did not seem to matter.

The test began. It was nice to know
that it did not seem like it was as much
of a “moment of truth” that it was the
last time. This calmed me down a bit,
and I completed the exam a few hours
later without too much panic.

Others, however, had different
thoughts. After the test, I heard moans
about the essay and groans about the
math section. I also heard horror sto-
ries ranging from calculator malfunc-
tions to getting caught with a cell
phone – a big no-no these days.

My mother said I looked relieved
after the test, but I am not so sure I
truly am. Yes, it is nice to get some-
thing this stressful and time-consum-
ing out of the way, but I know that
there is still a long way to go.

People have told me that I would be
so much happier when this was over.
My reply, even now, is still the same.
I’ll be anxiety-free in August 2008,
when I go off to college.

William is a student at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School.

Personalized Video and DVD

Sports Recruiting – Family Biographies

Special Events – Video Montages

Boomerang Video – (908) 447-4594

boomervid.com
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Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child

Oak Knoll offers:
•Outstanding academics
• Innovative cultural arts
•An active faith experience
• Competitive athletics program
• Laptop Program
•Wireless Campus
• Community service
• Financial aid

ACatholic independent school building the future for
youngwomen grades 7-12 and boys&girls gradesK-6.

Saturday, November 3
9:30 am Tours

10:00 am Presentation
10:30 am Faculty Visits&Tours

Sunday, October 21
1:30 pm Tours
2:00 pm Presentation
2:30 pm Faculty Visit&Tours

Upper School Open Houses 2007

St. Bartholomew Academy
Celebrates New Programs

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew Academy in Scotch
Plains will welcome prospective stu-
dent families and guests for Academy
Day on Tuesday, October 23, from 9
to  11:30 a.m.

With the beginning of the new
school year, St. Bartholomew was
designated an academy by the Arch-
diocese of Newark and has enhanced
a variety of academic programs. The
Catholic school serves students from
pre-kindergarten through grade 8.

“Our transition to an academy
model highlights our continued com-
mitment to value-centered education,”
said the Reverend John Paladino, pas-
tor of St. Bartholomew parish.

“We are excited about the addition
of new programs and what that will
mean for our students,” he added.

St. Bartholomew was founded in
1950 and became a co-sponsored in-
stitution with Immaculate Heart of
Mary parish in Scotch Plains in 1992.
The campus is located off Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

In addition to modern classrooms,
the school offers computer labs, mu-
sic and art rooms, a gymnasium with
a full stage, a fully equipped science
lab, a library and a media center, as
well as an outdoor recreation area.

The school employs SmartBoard
technology and computer-based
learning. New additions to the cur-
riculum include a “Writing Across
the Curriculum” program that meets
once per week for grades 3 through 5.

This program integrates topics from
other courses of study, such as sci-
ence, mathematics, social studies and
religion, into writing pieces such as
persuasive essays, brochures, com-
pare-and-contrast pieces and research
reports.

Mobile Laptop Learning Lab tech-
nology publishes students’ final work.
Technology will be further integrated
into the curriculum at St. Bartholomew
Academy by the use of SmartBoard
technology, a computer room with
Internet access and digital projectors.

The academy’s fully equipped sci-
ence lab has the benefit of laptop
computers connected to the Internet.

The enhanced technology program
also includes a technology intern pro-
gram for those students who wish to
learn more about the use and mainte-
nance of the school’s desktop com-
puters, laptops, Smart Boards and
computer lab.

These students will assist the
academy’s program coordinator in in-
tegrating technology into the classroom
by the delivering of equipment and
troubleshooting problems for teachers.

A new character-education pro-
gram follows the Character Counts!
program designed by the Josephson
Institute Center for Youth Ethics.

Students will study pillars of char-
acter including responsibility, respect,
caring, citizenship, trustworthiness
and fairness.

All classes will experience each
pillar at the same time with cross-
curricular themes and activities. St.
Bartholomew Academy’s Gifted and
Talented program will include differ-
entiated instruction within the stu-
dents’ classrooms and a monthly the-
matic activity designed to promote
each student’s gifts and interests.

An addition to the performing-arts
programs at St. Bartholomew Acad-
emy includes performing arts in the
middle-school language-arts curricu-
lum and an after-school drama club.

In addition, each class at St.
Bartholomew Academy will attend
performances at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center, the Paper Mill
Playhouse and the Raritan Valley
Community Center Theater.

“Our academy is well positioned to
be among the quality Catholic schools
in Union County,” said Sister Louise
Lauretti, the school’s principal.

“Our new offerings will continue
our tradition of quality education,”
she said.

The special open-house event will
feature presentations, including those
for forensics and music, as well as
classroom visits to highlight various
programs and services.

Those interested in attending the
event can reserve a space by calling
(908) 322-4265. More information is
available at stbacademy.org.

I’D LIKE TO THANK THE ACADEMY…Scotch Plains’ St. Bartholomew
Academy will welcome prospective student families and guests for Academy Day
next Tuesday. Above, St. Bartholomew students show off their new Academy
uniforms.

ENERGY SAVER...Westfield’s Deputy
Fire Chief Kenneth Dannevig walks the
extra mile with Tamaques School raffle
winner Brian O’Dwyer, right, during
International Walk to School Day on
October 3. Sponsored by B.R.A.K.E.S.,
students helped the community save en-
ergy and reduce traffic. Tamaques cel-
ebrated its 10th year of walking, and
families were encouraged to continue
walking and keep track of their steps for
better health. As an added incentive,
participants could sign up and receive
free pedometers donated by the New
Jersey Department of Health and Se-
nior Services and the New Jersey Coun-
cil on Physical Fitness and Sports.
Tamaques fifth grader Matthew Will-
iams also is pictured.

Join Us For Academy Day! 
A Special Open House Event
Tuesday, October 23rd from 9-11:30 a.m.

Presentations • Classroom Observation •Music • Tours • and more!   
Call 908-322-4265 to reserve your space. 

ST.BARTHOLOMEW
ACADEMY
STRIVE • BUILD  • ACHIEVE

Pre-K through Grade 8  

2032 Westfield Avenue • Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 •www.stbacademy.org

McKinley Participates
In Walk to School Day

WALK ON THE WILD SIDE…Students have fun signing and creating a colorful
“WE WALKED” banner, which was later posted inside McKinley Elementary
School to commemorate October 3’s National Walk to School Day.

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
October 3, more than 250 students at
McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield walked to school in recogni-
tion of National Walk to School Day.

This international event is cel-
ebrated as an opportunity to re-dis-
cover walking to school as a fun and
healthy way for parents to spend qual-
ity time with their children.

A few days before the event, a
special raffle was held. Raffle win-
ners received a pedometer or an op-
portunity to walk to school with a
Westfield firefighter or McKinley
School Principal Claudia Andreski.

All walkers wore something red on
the way to school that morning, so they
were particularly visible to passing cars.
Parents were given the opportunity to
give feedback on the safety of their
route and received information on how
to teach kids about walking safely.

“With the ongoing attention being
paid to Americans’ sedentary lifestyles,
sending children to school on foot or
bike eliminates one aspect of our car-
culture,” said Sara Clarkson of
Westfield’s B.R.A.K.E.S. (Bikers, Run-
ners And Kids are Entitled to Safety)
Group.

“If students can’t walk the whole
way, we are asking parents to start
dropping them off a block or two
from the school campus. This reduces

the congestion around the school cam-
puses and gives children more fresh
air and exercise,” Ms. Clarkson said.

B.R.A.K.E.S., a pedestrian-safety
organization in Westfield, coordinated
the event. To learn more, e-mail
TheBRAKESgroup@aol.com.

GAMES, CRAFTS AND GHOSTS – OH MY…The Great Pumpkin Fair, hosted
by Franklin Elementary School, will return this year on Saturday, October 20,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., rain or shine, at Roosevelt Intermediate School. Face
painting, a haunted house, games, arts and crafts, prizes, food and treats will be
available. See release at left.

Franklin School to Hold
Pumpkin Fair Saturday

WESTFIELD — The Franklin El-
ementary School Parent Teacher Or-
ganization (PTO) is gearing up for its
annual Great Pumpkin Fair, to be held
this Saturday, October 20, from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School, located at Clark Street and
Dudley Avenue in Westfield.

This Franklin School tradition will
feature a haunted house, games, face
painting, gift-basket raffles, arts and
crafts,prizes, food and treats. The fair
will take place rain or shine, and pro-
ceeds will benefit the Franklin PTO.

BOE Meeting to Include
Superintendent Report
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board

of Education will meet on Tuesday,
October 23, at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.

The business agenda will include a
report on Superintendent Margaret
Dolan’s plans for implementation of
board goals for 2007 – 2008.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able on westfieldnjk12.org and in the
board secretary’s office at 302 Elm
Street on Friday, October 19.

All board meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV-36 on Tues-
days and Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
and Saturdays and Sundays at 10 a.m.


