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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE 

 
  The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that 
Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. 
Outhwaite, Esq. and Lisa Stein-Browning, Esq. will present to the public a free 

seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” at The 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark on Thursday, October 18, 2007 and Saturday, 
October 20, 2007.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for 

over 35 years, Mr. Outhwaite for over 17 years and Lisa Stein-Browning for 
over 2 years, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer your 
questions concerning separation, divorce, division of assets, domestic violence 
and post-divorce Court review of alimony and child support as well as the law 

governing civil unions.   
 
  Information will also be provided on divorce mediation, an 
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce mediation offers 

the potential for significant savings while assuring that your rights are fully 
protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court 
proceedings. 
 

  If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating 
divorce, or if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or 
divorce, this Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the 

Seminar may be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of 
former spouses.  Free Personal Consultation to All Attendees.  

 

WHERE: 

The Crowne Plaza Hotel 

36 Valley Road  

Clark, New Jersey 07066 

732-574-0100 

 

WHEN: 

Thursday, October 18, 2007 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Saturday, October 20, 2007 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Reservations Required (no names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served 
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http://www.aplconsultingllc.com

A Westfield Business Serving Surrounding Areas

CAMPAIGN SUPPORT…Westfield Ward 1 Town Council candidate Frank
Arena (R) receives support for his campaign on October 6 at the Lawrence
Avenue home of John and Nancy Reynolds. 75 people attended. Pictured, left to
right, are: Mr. Arena, John and Nancy Reynolds and Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky.

While many issues involving local
government require balancing com-
peting factors, few involve consider-
ing as many interests as revising
municipal land use and construction
laws. We all want to maintain the
character of our town, but we must
also weigh individual property rights,
all while staying within the confines
of State building codes and regula-
tions.

Many residents are surprised to
learn that local land use is not gov-
erned exclusively by municipal ordi-
nances. Instead, state law controls
many aspects of local land use laws.
For example, State law requires that
any changes to construction laws must
be applied equally to new construc-
tion and renovations to existing struc-
tures. Like many neighboring com-
munities, we in Westfield are trying
to strike the right balance as we revise
our construction codes.

As a lifelong resident, I am very
concerned about maintaining the char-
acter of our town and ensuring that
construction sites are safer for those
who live nearby. Two years ago, we
began the process of revising our land
use codes by reducing the allowable
height of houses and by passing a
corner lot ordinance to prevent “shoe-
horning.” We also enacted significant
mandates at demolition sites to im-
prove safety. Among those are the
requirement for fences at sites, and
that the owner certify that all asbestos
is removed before demolition can
begin.

In addition, prior to the commence-
ment of a demolition, owners must
provide notice to the owners of neigh-
boring properties and conduct an el-
evation survey. This study provides
baseline elevation data, which can be
compared to the post construction
elevation data to ensure that no new
drainage problems were created by
the construction of the new house.

While we have made significant
progress, more changes are needed.
Last year, the Land Use Task Force
was formed to recommend additional
changes. This group consists of vol-
unteers from a cross-section of our
community including an architect, a
builder, a land use attorney and a
number of citizens who are not in-
volved professionally in construction.
The chair of the task force, Bill
Heinbokel is also a lifelong resident
of our town who has volunteered on a
number of land use boards. This group
has been meeting twice a month and
has heard from many groups with
varying interests including, builders,
realtors, architects, those involved in
historic preservation and the general
public.

The Land Use Task Force is final-
izing the report of their recommenda-
tions to the town council. Because of
the importance and complicated na-
ture of their work, it is important that
the task force has conducted its work

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Mark Ciarrocca for Reelection

Westfield Town Council, Ward 3

MEET THE CANDIDATES
JoAnn Neylan for Reelection

Westfield Town Council, Ward 2

It’s been my privilege to serve as
Westfield’s 2nd Ward Council repre-
sentative over the past four years. It
has been a rewarding experience, both
in terms of working with my col-
leagues on town council to build a
better community, and in terms of
meeting so many new neighbors and
residents.

Being an effective councilwoman
is really about two things: building
relationships with your constituents
and having the ability to get things
done. I believe I’ve built a strong
track record of success over the past
few years on town council. I’d like to
share just a few of my accomplish-
ments with you and ask for your sup-
port for reelection next month.

As chair of the Public Works Com-
mittee, I helped lead work on a white
paper study designed to take a look at
how we can improve efficiency and
enhance communications between the
department of public works and the
town. For example, when one full-
time employee voluntarily resigned,
we filled that position’s responsibili-
ties by reprioritizing the work of sev-
eral part-time workers.

Budgeting efficiently is not only
about cutting costs, but also spending
taxpayer dollars wisely. This year, we
invested in installing GPS in our DPW
trucks. While it cost some money, the
devices, which were welcomed by
DPW workers, made it much more
efficient for them to do their jobs by
allowing them to know which trucks
were in which part of town at what
time. They were able to do more work
and spend less time driving to and
from projects.

I’ve also been aggressive in secur-
ing Transportation Trust Fund grants
from the state in each of the four years
I’ve been in office, resulting in an-
nual awards of approximately
$150,000 to $200,000. The last two
Westfield streets repaved thanks to
state dollars were South Chestnut and
Highland.

Another example of greater effi-
ciency was changing organizational
reporting lines so that the superinten-
dent, construction and maintenance
all report directly to the town admin-
istrator and town council. The result

in this exhaustive and deliberate man-
ner. I am confident, however, that the
time that they have spent listening to
residents, those in the building pro-
fessions, doing extensive research and
consulting with our municipal pro-
fessionals will result in viable recom-
mendations that are within State laws,
protect individual property rights,
while ensuring that we maintain the
character of our great town.

If you have any questions about
this or any other issue, please contact
me at (908) 233-1611 or visit me
online at mark2007.com.

is that we now know better where
money needs to be spent and how
many trees need to be trimmed or
how many roads need to be repaired
over a period of time.

I’ve also worked hard to make two-
way communication between town
government and its citizens simpler
and easier, specifically by improving
and updating several hotlines for is-
sues of high importance to residents.
Prior to our pothole hotline, citizens
sometimes didn’t know whom to call
to address the problem. Today, the
pothole hotline number (789-4100,
ext.612) has been used to success-
fully report and repair potholes on a
regular basis, usually within two
weeks. The leaf hotline (789-4120)
can be used to schedule specific pick-
ups above and beyond the two town-
wide passes. This is particularly use-
ful if residents feel a leaf pile is a
traffic hazard and should be removed
expeditiously. Channel 36 now com-
municates the leaf pickup schedule to
help keep citizens informed.

Finally, there’s the field hotline,
which provides users with accurate
and updated information on our fields.
The recreation commission is now
staffed with four workers who are
specifically responsible for field
maintenance. When not working on
the fields, they’re available for other
functions, but having them there
means that we have dedicated full-
time resources for our playing fields.

Over the next few years, I’d like to
continue leading our beautiful town
in a way that maintains our quality
services and unique charm while
maximizing taxpayer dollars. Thank
you to my 2nd ward constituents who
gave me the opportunity to serve you
for the past four years. And I would
very much like your support once
again this November.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Council President Kathy Mitchell, Councilman
Bill Populus and Assemblywoman Linda Stender, all seeking reelection on
Tuesday, November 6, were hosted at a cocktail party at the home of Peter, Pam
and Elliot Sayles last week. Residents discussed issues with the candidates. For
information on upcoming house parties where one can talk one-on-one to the
Democrat candidates, please visit fanwooddems.com or call (908) 789-7577.

The 21st Legislative District team
(R) of Senator Tom Kean (Westfield),
Assemblyman Eric Munoz (Sum-
mit) and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (Westfield) were recently
endorsed by the Fraternal Order of
Police (FOP) and the New Jersey
State Policeman’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation (PBA) for their re-election
on November 6 to the New Jersey
State Legislature.

“I am honored to have earned the
endorsement of police officers
throughout the state,” said Sen. Kean.
“Their support reflects my commit-
ment to enacting tough, far-reaching
policy measures that reduce recidi-
vism, increase public safety and de-
crease costs to taxpayers.”

The lawmakers have been at the
forefront of various public safety ini-
tiatives that include establishing a
criminal penalty for individuals who
drive without ever having received a
license, enhancing penalties for re-
peat drunk drivers, revising regula-
tions governing security guards and
authorizing an independent study of
the emergency medical services sys-
tem (EMS) in New Jersey.

The three incumbent legislators
have also introduced legislation that
would require inmates with sufficient
means to pay their incarceration costs,
increase the penalties for harboring
or concealing a sex offender and per-
mit municipal police officers to make
arrests for any disorderly person’s
offense outside the territorial limits
of their municipality.

“Public Safety has been and will
continue to be one of my top priori-
ties,” said Asm. Bramnick, who is the
ranking Republican member of the
Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee.

The laymakers have also been en-
dorsed by the Sierra Club, NJ Envi-
ronmental Federation, New Jersey
Educational Association and the New
Jersey State Nurses Association.

LD21: Kean,
Munoz, Bramnick

Endorsed for Reelection Peter Corvelli, Candidate for
Mayor of Kenilworth

LD-20 representatives recently pre-
sented Kenilworth Mayor Gregg
David with $75,000 in extraordinary
aid. Kenilworth has the second low-
est taxes in Union County. In addition
to fiscal responsibility, grants from
county and state govern-
ments – like extraordinary
aid – help keep our local
taxes low, our roads paved,
our schools open, and our
borough safe.

This November, it’s im-
portant to elect a mayor
and council members who will work
with the state and county govern-
ments to secure additional revenue
for our borough.

I have proven myself capable of
that job. No taxes were increased

while I was finance chairman. I have
worked with county officials to se-
cure road pavings, new street signs,
and instituted the handy-man pro-
gram for our seniors. As mayor, I will
continue to fight for our borough to

secure the best resources
available for our residents.

How does Republican
Councilwoman Mayoral
contender Kathi Fiamingo
stack-up? On her 2006
campaign website, Ms.
Fiamingo stated that ex-

traordinary aid should not be given to
“a suburban community with a strong
tax base like Kenilworth.”

Councilwoman Fiamingo is
wrong on taxes and wrong for
Kenilworth.

�HOLDING THE LINE ON TAXES
� IDENTIFY TRAFFIC HOTSPOTS
�CONTROL DEVELOPMENT
�24-HOUR HOTLINE

ARENAFRANK

FOR COUNCIL. WARD 1.
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ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 6. PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE.

Four Questions on
Election Day, Nov. 6

STATE — On Election Day, Tues-
day, November 6, 2007 the public
will be asked to vote on four public
questions.

Question 1: Dedicates Annual Rev-
enue of An Amount Equal To A Tax
Rate of 1 Percent Under The State
Sales Tax For Property Tax Reform
(Editor’s Note, This is $.01 of the sales
tax of $.07, or 17% of total sales tax).

Question 2: Stem Cell Research
Bond Issue of $450 Million.

Question 3: Green Acres, Farm-
land, Blue Acres, And Historic Pres-
ervation Bond Act of 2007 for $200
Million.

Question 4: Constitutional Amend-
ment Concerning The Right To Vote
For Certain Persons (Editor’s Note:
deletes the phrase “idiot or insane
person”).

See goleader.com/07election for
more details.


