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Special Events

Union County
We’re Connected to You!

A SService oof

The BBoard oof

Chosen FFreeholders

CELEBRATING
Union County’s 150th Anniversary

2007

Four Centuries
in aWeekend

Saturday
October 20th
(10am-5pm)

Sunday
October 21st

(12-5pm)

For more info and
a free flyer contact

Union County
Office of Cultural
& Heritage Affairs

908-5558-22550
culturalinfo@ucnj.org

Funded in part by the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division in the Department of State

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   
www.wmlnj.org 

 W E S T F I E L D  M E M O R I A L
L I B R A R Y

presents

This event is a part of the TGIF series of free programs designed to both 
enlighten and entertain. Light refreshments will be served.

Community Room, Westfield Town Hall 

All up and down the eastern seaboard there was panic in the streets. 
Churches were filled. Chaos was everywhere. 1938 War of the Worlds. 

by Henry Morse, The Old Time Radio Man

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Anthony Parenti, Candidate for

Fanwood Borough Council

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Gina Genovese,  Candidate
 for NJ Senate, District 21

CAMPAIGN SUPPORT…Westfield Ward 4 Town Council candidate, Lenore
Scurry (D), is joined by friends, supporters and LD-21 State Senate candidate
Gina Genovese at a cocktail part hosted by Rosemary and Marc Millet at their
home in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Ms. Genovese and Ms. Scurry.

Lenore Scurry considers herself a
true Westfielder, as she was raised in
town, graduated from the Westfield
school system and has a long history
of community and volunteer service.
She currently serves on the North
Atlantic Region Board of the
Soroptimists as district director of 14
clubs in New York and New Jersey.

The Soroptimists are an organiza-
tion of business and professional
women who volunteer service to their
communities and work to improve
the lives of women and girls in local
communities and throughout the
world in 120 countries.

Ms. Scurry is treasurer of the Union
County Women’s Political Caucus and
was a member of Westfield Schools
Strategic Action Plan Committee.

Gina Genovese, candidate for state
senate in the 21st Legislative District,
has a three-tier plan to provide prop-
erty-tax relief to homeowners. The
plan proposes evaluating three key
areas for tax reform – Equitable dis-
tribution of education costs, confront-
ing New Jersey’s debt and sharing
municipal and county services.

“The people of New Jersey need to
know that those of us running to rep-
resent them in this year’s November
election hear what they are saying
loud and clear,” says Ms. Genovese.
“They are saying their property taxes
are out of control.”

Currently, only 20 percent of the
education costs of towns in District 21
are funded through state aid, while the
average town in New Jersey has 31
percent of its education costs funded
through state aid. Historically, New
Jersey’s school-aid formulas did not
meet State Supreme Court standards
and did not incorporate up-to-date
numbers on variables like property
values and special education costs.

The last revision to the school-aid
formula was in 1994, and from 2000 to
2006, a disproportionate flat funding
system has been used. Flat funding
resulted in significant property tax in-
creases across the state, “and it’s these
tax increases that District 21 has never
recovered from,” Ms. Genovese said.

Warren resident Robert Corcoran
said, “Our property taxes have in-
creased over 40 percent in the three
years we have owned our home, and

there’s no end in sight.”
Ms. Genovese said her plan would

directly reduce property taxes for resi-
dents of District 21 by using an equi-
table school-aid formula that incorpo-
rates current numbers on student en-
rollment, property values, income lev-
els and special-education costs. In this
way, the plan would alleviate District
21 residents from paying dispropor-
tionate amounts of New Jersey’s edu-
cation costs, and property taxes would
decrease for residents like Mr. Corcoran.

“As a business owner, I know how
one has to put themselves in debt in
order to see an eventual profit, Ms.
Genovese said. But it’s time for New
Jersey to face its financial crisis. For
too long, the State of New Jersey has
increased its debt service, and our
debt in the next few years will in-
crease due to policies enacted in the
1990s. These policies stopped fund-
ing state pensions, lowered income
taxes for the highest income earners
and did not balance these tax reduc-
tions with reductions in spending.

Governor Corzine has proposed us-
ing the value of the Turnpike to offset
the state’s debt. Although this has not
been a popular proposal, Ms. Genovese
said the idea should not be disregarded.
“While it may not be New Jersey’s
final answer to offset our rising debt,
we should not stop creative ideas from
being discussed because these ideas
may lead to new and better answers to
our state’s financial difficulties.”

Towns are beginning to share per-
sonnel and equipment without the loss
of the individual identities of each
community. Sharing services is a way
to reduce costs around the state. Shar-
ing services conserves money that can
be passed on to the residents of Dis-
trict 21 in direct property tax relief.
People need to understand that by
consolidating, we can cut down on the
duplication of services and the dupli-
cation of cost. The state can also pro-
vide more incentives for sharing ser-
vices to move us in this direction.

Ms. Genovese is confident that her
plan will bring relief to the over-bur-
dened taxpayers of the 21st District.

Meet the Candidate
Lenore Scurry

for Westfield
Council Ward 4

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Joel Stroz, Candidate for

Fanwood Borough Council

Fifty years ago, I chose to live in
Fanwood, work in Fanwood, and
raise my family in Fanwood. I be-
lieved then, as I do now, that Fanwood
with its “small hometown” atmo-
sphere sets itself apart from other
municipalities.

My broad experience working in
public service for over 55 years has
given me the requisite skills to help
guide Fanwood into growth that could
ease our tax burden for the present
and future. When dealing with cur-
rent and future public safety matters,
my training and experience in pedes-
trian, traffic and personal safety would
be an asset to the borough.

Fanwood must be prudent when
spending taxpayer money and in tak-
ing on long-term debt obligations. As
a Fanwood councilman, I will be very
careful dealing with “short-term”
budget fixes. Experience clearly dem-
onstrates that becoming dependent
on short-term aid lures us away from
addressing the spending side of the
budget, which is the costly side for
taxpayers. I realize “short-term” fixes
eventually evaporate and the taxpay-
ers are left shouldering the heavy tax
burden. For example, even with ex-
traordinary aid in 2007, the munici-
pal portion of Fanwood taxes went up
by a gigantic 7.3 percent.

Downtown development can be
good for the borough by bringing in
new tax revenues and convenience
for our citizens. In contrast, over-
development brings about overcrowd-
ing, parking problems, noise, pedes-
trian and vehicular safety concerns,

The Fanwood Borough Council
needs to assure the immediate and
proper repair of the South Avenue and
Second Street corner stop sign. The
present condition represents both a
danger and potential borough liability
that has been allowed to persist for far
too long. The stop sign has been bro-
ken for several weeks and has had only
temporary Gerry-rigged repairs.

As the redevelopment agency for the
downtown redevelopment block, the
council should never have allowed con-
struction work to destroy the integrity
of one of the borough’s stop signs.

Last Saturday, I saw the sign blown
over, apparently by the wind, and
facing toward the new construction.
Essentially, there was no stop sign at
that busy downtown corner. I imme-
diately took a picture of the hazard-
ous condition and brought it to the
police station. The Fanwood police
immediately righted the sign, but it
must be permanently fixed to prevent
another collapse.

In my view, the all-Democrat coun-
cil has permitted this dangerous con-
dition to persist for such a long period
of time because they suffer from what
is often referred to as “group think.”
This is a natural phenomenon that
occurs in insulated groups of people
and is not a stain upon any individual’s
character.

As a homogenous group, the all-
Democrat borough government is not
capable of looking critically at its
own actions and policies.

The one-square-block-sized down-
town redevelopment effort provides
several examples of how the lack of
reality permeates the present Fanwood
council. Everyone wants to promote
the downtown redevelopment plan –
which is proper. The result of one-
party rule, however, is that no mem-
ber is willing to confront the obvious
shortfalls. Fanwood could only ben-
efit from more productive ideas and
alternative perspectives on the bor-
ough council.

Here is an example of the borough
council’s consensus for failure. After
about four years of this
administration’s control of the down-
town redevelopment block, not one
building has been completed. In con-
trast, private projects in Fanwood,

not related to the downtown redevel-
opment block, have moved right past
the council’s project.

The Dunkin’ Donuts has been torn
down and rebuilt. The Mattress Factory
store purchased a building on South
Avenue, rebuilt it and had it occupied in
four months. The Town Bank, the
Goddard School, and Fonte Plaza
(across from the Chelsea) are ready for
occupancy. Again, none of these projects
are part of the downtown redevelop-
ment block, despite campaign litera-
ture suggesting otherwise.

In fact, a private developer in
Garwood put together an 80-unit
mixed-use project from start to finish
while the Fanwood council has
struggled for years over issues like
centralized “trash castles” for indi-
vidual dumpsters behind the stores
along Martine Avenue. In direct con-
trast to the Garwood project,
Fanwood’s Station Square portion of
the downtown redevelopment plan, a
24-residential-unit project at the cor-
ner of La Grande Avenue and Second
Street (the old Dean Oil property),
was approved 15 months ago and has
yet to see a shovel of dirt moved.

The council has not uttered a single
word in public during that period of
time as to the status of the project –
i.e., when it will start, if ever.

Another example of the downside
to one-party rule on the downtown
redevelopment plan is the firewall
collapse at the Station Mews project
in May of this year. That disaster
garnered regional media coverage
with two people hospitalized. Yet,
five months after the collapse and
with a new wall constructed under the
approval of the council, they have not
seen fit to inform the people of
Fanwood of the reason for this dan-
gerous building failure or who was
responsible. Obviously, the council
does not want to detract from the
project, and because they are all in the
same party and run on the same ticket,
no member has stepped forward to
demand public disclosure.

The long delay of the downtown
redevelopment block is unfortunate,
but we are now facing public safety
concerns. The borough council needs
some fresh perspectives to accom-
plish its mission.

as well as other quality-of-life issues.
Fanwood’s two-and-one-half year
calamity with the Transfer of Devel-
opment Rights (TDR) is an example
of an attempt to impose unreasonably
dense development on South Avenue.
I do not believe transforming the char-
acter of Fanwood from a pleasant
suburban atmosphere to high-level
landscape/sight polluting, urban-type
building is “smart growth.”

Fanwood should be balanced with
protecting its suburban, small-town,
distinctly residential, low-density
character.

My running mate, Joel Stroz, and I
truly believe government must work
for the taxpayers. Our citizens expect
and deserve the best in protective,
recreational and convenience-type
services, and it’s the responsibility of
local government to provide these
services. As your councilmen, we will
aggressively pursue what taxpayers
believe is right for Fanwood.

I will use my experience in govern-
mental service to benefit our resi-
dents, and I will be a strong advocate
in making sure that every tax dollar
spent at Fanwood Borough Hall is
wisely spent. Before I retired as
Fanwood’s police chief, a prominent
Fanwood citizen labeled me as being
“taxpayer-friendly.” As your coun-
cilman, I pledge to continue embrac-
ing this characterization.

Vote for a change in taxation and
spending by electing Tony Parenti
and Joel Stroz to the Fanwood Coun-
cil on Tuesday, November 6. Together,
we can “Make Fanwood Better.”

FIRST STATE BANK
Cranford, NJ

1,800,000 Shares
(Subject to increase to 2,070,000 Shares)

COMMON STOCK
OFFERING PRICE: $9.00

MINIMUM PURCHASE: 1,000 Shares
Secondary Stock Offering

Offering Circular and Subscription Agreement
Available upon request

Offered through: R. Seelaus & Co., Inc
Summit, NJ

(908) 273-3011

This announcement is under no circumstances to be construed as an
offer to sell or as a solicitation of an offer to buy any of these securi-
ties. The offering is made only by the offering circular.

AN INVESTMENT IN THE COMMON STOCK OF THE BANK
INVOLVES SIGNIFICANT RISKS, AS DESCRIBED UNDER THE
HEADING “RISK FACTORS” IN THE OFFERING
CIRCULAR.THESE SECURITIES ARE NOT DEPOSITS AND
ARE NOT INSURED BY THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE
CORPORATION OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCY.

Adelines
R I S T O R A N T ER I S T O R A N T ER I S T O R A N T ER I S T O R A N T ER I S T O R A N T E

Diverse Selection of Chicken, Veal, Steak and

Seafood. Call us for our weekly specials

Featuring Northern Italian Cuisine

Invites You to Celebrate

A Complimentary Bottle of

Norton Cabernet, Norton Chardonnay

or Norton Marlot

During Dinner on October 24, 25, 26, 27

    Make Your Reservations Early - Entries Starting at $16.95

Table of 2 or more - For Consumption in Restaurant Only!

Our One-Year AnniversaryOur One-Year AnniversaryOur One-Year AnniversaryOur One-Year AnniversaryOur One-Year Anniversary

Dinner Hours: Mon-Sat   4:30 - 10:00 pm

Lunch Hours: Mon-Sat  11:30 -   3:00 pm

FULL SERVICE BAR

2243 Hamilton Boulevard

www.adeline-restaurant.com

FORMERLY MICHAEL ANTHONYS

South Plainfield - 908 - 755 - 8520

knowledge is power.

   read candidate bios.
   learn the issues.
   watch the videos.

goleader.com/07election


