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GENERATING LOCAL SUPPORT…Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Provi-
dence), second from left, presents a ceremonial $68,027 check last Tuesday to
Westfield officials to be used for the purchase of two emergency generators for the
Westfield Fire Department. Pictured, from left to right, are Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, Mr. Ferguson, Town Administrator Jim Gildea, Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
Fire Chief Dan Kelly and State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield).
The grant comes from the federal government’s Department of Homeland Security.

Thinking about locking-in
your heating oil price?
Talk to Petro first.

Switch to the Petro Ceiling Plan and protect your oil price now.
The Petro Ceiling Plan can help you protect your oil price now and hopefully 
take advantage of lower oil prices in the future. 

Serving our neighbors for over 100 years.
Petro is the country’s leading provider of home heating oil, so we can support all of your 
heating and cooling needs better than any other oil company. Plus, we live and work 
where you do, so we’re always here when you need us — 24/7, all year.

For more information on how we can help you with your 

home heating needs, call 866.526.8822.

petro.com

Ceiling Plan requires automatic delivery. Subject to credit approval and change without notice; additional terms and conditions may apply. Nassau Lic. No. H3600630000. 
Suffolk Lic. Nos. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 678944. CT Lic. No. S1-386512/HOD-183. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2007 Petro.  P_07165

Freeholders Award Grants
From Kids Rec. Trust Fund

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Representatives of
Union County municipalities received
grant awards totaling $1.2 million as
parts of the freeholders’ annual Kids
Recreation Trust Fund grant program,
a matching-grant program the county
established in 2004. The freeholders
also approved scholarships to finan-
cially needy children to attend sum-
mer programs.

“There are a lot of great projects
that are going to get done, and we are
happy to be part of that,” said Free-
holder Dan Sullivan, chairman of the
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund.

Westfield received $50,000 for
improvements to Windsor and
Mindowaskin Parks. Recreation Di-
rector Bruce Kaufmann said the town
would use the money to bring play-
ground equipment into compliance
with new state safety regulations.

Mountainside Recreation Director
Frank Masella said the borough would
use the $30,000 it received for “major
renovations” at its two playgrounds,
including doubling the size of its tod-
dler playground. The borough also
plans to replace the backboards at
basketball courts near the
Mountainside Community Pool.

Fanwood Councilman David Valian
said the borough would use the
$41,000 it received for improvements
for the playground at Forest Park.

“We are going to use this and make
them better,” Mr. Valian said.

Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy
said the borough would use its $60,000
as part of the $2.1-million upgrade to
athletic facilities at James V. Guerriero
Memorial Field, the borough’s Little
League field. The borough also gar-
nered 15 scholarships.

Other towns receiving money in-
cluded Berkeley Heights, $20,000;
Clark, $30,000; Cranford, $75,000;
Elizabeth, $100,000; Hillside,
$l5,446; Kenilworth, $50,000; Lin-
den, $100,000; New Providence,
$30,000; Plainfield, $100,000 and 75
scholarships for kids to attend sum-
mer programs; Rahway, $36,000 and
45 scholarships; Roselle, $50,000 and
100 scholarships; Roselle Park,
$25,000 and 25 scholarships; Scotch
Plains, $30,000; Springfield, $50,000;
Summit, $50,000 and 25 scholarships;
Union, $87,000, and Winfield,
$16,250.

Mr. Sullivan said the board would
award another set of grants totaling
$500,000 as part of its historic preser-
vation grants at its October 25 board
meeting.

Later in last Thursday’s meeting,
Tina Renna of Cranford, president of
the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, said she was “sure that [towns]
don’t get back what they put into [tax
dollars].”

In other business, the board adopted
an ordinance to reduce copying costs
charged to the public for obtaining
county documents. The first through
10th page will be free; the county
previously charged 75 cents per page.
The cost of pages 11 through 20 re-
duced from 50 to 10 cents per page,

and pages after that reduced from 25
to 10 cents per page. The board
adopted the previous ordinance in
August 2003.

“We have removed a lot of the
barriers (in obtaining public records),”
Mr. Sullivan said.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion “condemning the unconscionable
act of veto” by President George W.
Bush of the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (SCHIP). According
to the resolution, the veto places “in
jeopardy New Jersey’s successful and
needed Family Health Care Program
that covers 124,000 children and
80,000 parents.”

Freeholder Adrian Mapp said the
President’s veto is “something that
just boggles the mind.” He said the
House of Representatives needs 14
more votes to override the veto. He
said Democrats have enough votes in
the Senate to overturn the veto.

The board approved a $66,400 con-
tract to The PMK Group of Cranford
for design and construction adminis-
tration for improvements to the Echo
Lake Park dog park. The county’s open-
space fund will pay the contract.

The freeholders also approved a
resolution urging Governor Jon
Corzine and the state to continue to
fight the Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA) airspace re-
design plan.

The board approved a resolution to
increase by $20,000 funding to defend
the county in a continuing lawsuit by
Maria Todaro, bringing the amount
paid to Garrubbo, Capese & Millman
of Westfield to $100,000. Ms. Todaro
won her initial lawsuit after she charged
that she was discriminated against,
when she was not promoted to the
post of superintendent, because she is
a Republican. The job went to Michael
Florio, the son of former Union Mayor
Joseph Florio, a Democrat.

Initially awarded $378,000 by a
jury, she later settled with the county
for $300,000. Officials have said Ms.
Todaro has appealed the second part
of the suit, in which she states she
should be entitled to the position based
on her qualifications.

Ms. Renna said the case has cost
the county more than $675,000.

“Give the taxpayers a break,” she
said, asking the board to settle the
case. She called the board’s contin-
ued fight not to promote Ms. Todaro
“a petty political thing.”

The board announced that free-
holder clerk Nicole DiRado has re-
ceived an award for project manage-
ment for running the county’s Public
Archives, Records Infrastructure Sup-
port (PARIS) program. She told The
Leader/Times the county has used $3
million in PARIS grants to create
electronic copies of county docu-
ments, including maps and county
surrogate and county clerk records.

She said 18 of the county’s 21
towns are eligible for future PARIS
grants after the state approved their
assessments. Those towns all partici-
pated in a shared-services program
the freeholders sponsored. Scotch
Plains, Elizabeth and Clark did not
participate in the forum.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

AC New Acting Mayor Seeks
Delay in Paying Back Debt

Atlantic City Council President
William “Speedy” Marsh became
acting mayor following Mayor Bob
Levy’s resignation due to health rea-
sons and a federal investigation into
his veteran’s disability payments, The
Press of Atlantic City reported. Levy
had disappeared for two weeks.

Hours after being sworn into of-
fice, Mr. Marsh asked a judge to de-
lay an order to repay a $363,000 debt
he owes the city. Mr. Marsh and
Lorenzo Langford, a former city
mayor, had sued the city, claiming
they had been fired from the city’s
board of education a decade ago due
to political retaliation. A state supe-
rior court judge said the settlement
should never have been made be-
cause Mr. Lanford was mayor when
the city council approved the
$850,000 settlement. Mr. Marsh had
served as Mr. Lanford’s campaign
manager.

Ex-Mrs. New Jersey
Arrested for Bad Checks

Former Mrs. New Jersey Heather
Di Carlo, 36, was arrested and charged
last week with writing bogus checks
to the tune of $70,000, according to
The Star Ledger. She was arrested at
her Essex Fells home by investigators
from the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office.

The 2005 Mrs. New Jersey was
accused of writing bad checks to pur-
chase tables, chairs and other an-
tiques from a store in Rockland
County, N.Y.

Bryant’s Lawyer Claims
Christie is Playing Politics

State Senator Wayne Bryant’s at-
torney has charged that U.S. Attorney
Chris Christie targeted Bryant for po-
litical reasons, The Star Ledger re-
ported. “The U.S. Attorney’s politi-
cal aspirations are well-known. It has
been widely reported that the U.S.
Attorney is the Republican

frontrunner for the nomination to run
against Governor (Jon) Corzine in
2009,” said Carl Poplar, Bryant’s at-
torney. Bryant faces charges of brib-
ery, fraud and corruption.

In response, Mr. Christie said,
“This is the same old story that’s
been peddled for the last six years by
every political figure charged by our
office. We stand by our successful,
non-partisan record of fighting po-
litical corruption in New Jersey.”
Bryant faces between 24 and 30 years
in a federal prison.

Feds Say Elizabeth
Misspent Title 1 Funds

The Elizabeth Board of Education
may have to return $2 million in fed-
eral grant funds unless it can prove
the money was spent properly, The
Star-Ledger has reported.

A U.S. Education Department au-
dit of Title 1 funds found that Eliza-
beth spent $822,000 on tutors for
both Title 1- and non-Title 1-eligible
schools. Another $505,000 went to a
district-wide after-school program
that included students not covered
by Title 1, and $618,000 went to
schools that had been removed from
Title 1 eligibility.

Elizabeth and the state department
of education contest the findings of
the audit. The city attributed the find-
ings to record-keeping errors.

Examiner.com Says Berger Will
Serve as Hillary Clinton’s Advisor

Examiner.com has reported that
Sandy Berger, President Bill Clinton’s
national security advisor, has joined
New York Senator Hillary Clinton’s
Presidential campaign. Mr. Berger
pleaded guilty to stealing classified
terrorism-related documents in 2004
from the Washington, D.C. National
Archives; he was fined $50,000, put
on probation for two years and
stripped of his security clearance for
three years. Mrs. Clinton said Mr.
Berger has no official role in her
campaign.

BG 55 Handheld Blower

Primer bulb and 
throttle lock ensure 
fast starts

Adjustable tube 
length

$13995

Always wear protective apparel as recommended in your instruction manual.

STIHL - 8,000 Servicing Dealers Nationwide!

stihlusa.com
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Premium Brand.  
Affordable Price.

MS 250 Chain Saw

$29995
Designed for firewood cutting  
and around-the-home tasks

Excellent power-to-weight ratio

16” bar

$21995

MS 180 C-B STIHL MiniBoss™

14” bar

One of our most popular 
homeowner saws

Exclusive toolless Quick Chain 
Adjuster for fast, easy chain 
adjustment

MS 180 C-B / MS 180 C-BE 
FREE Extra Chain and STIHL Hat 

A $20.00 Value

MS 250 / MS 250 C-BE 
FREE Carrying Case and STIHL Hat 

A $40.00 Value

MS 290 
FREE Carrying Case, Extra Chain and STIHL Hat 

A $60.00 Value

Offer ends 10/31/07. See dealer for details. 

Purchase one of these featured chain saws and receive 
FREE STIHL accessories.

FREE OFFERS!

The Eardly T. Petersen Co.

908-232-5723
www.etpetersen.com

Commissioners Call RVSA
Privatization Talk ‘Premature’

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The recent efforts by
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) Commissioner Peter
Pelissier to push for the privatization
of the authority now faces opposition
from some other commissioners.

Mr. Pelissier had requested at the
RVSA’s September meeting that the
authority solicit proposals for a spe-
cial counsel, special engineer and
special financial advisor to examine
the prospect of privatization. The au-
thority deferred discussion of the
motion until last Thursday’s engi-
neering-committee meeting.

Kenilworth Commissioner (and
mayor) Gregg David spoke first
against the proposal, saying, “Gener-
ally, I feel this is premature.”

Roselle Park Commissioner and
board chairman Attilio “Sonny”
Venturo said he supported Mr. David’s
comments. “I’m in total agreement.”

Scotch Plains Commissioner Joan
Papen, expressing her displeasure with
the motion, called it “ridiculous.”

“It is not for the benefit of taxpayers,”
she said of the privatization efforts.

Engineering Committee Chairman
Clark Landale of Mountainside said
experts at a mayors’ conference last
November had said the RVSA should
complete and operate its facility up-
grades for a period before consider-
ing privatizing the operation.

“I’ve got a problem jumping into
this from a financial perspective,”
Mr. Landale said.

Allen Chin, the commissioner from
Westfield, questioned why an approved
request for quotations (RFQ) had be-
come a request for proposals (RFP).

Brian Hak of Weiner Lesniak, the
authority’s counsel, said the RFP had

stopped efforts to seek RFQs.
Commissioner James Murphy of

Cranford said he had been asked to
address the Cranford Township Com-
mittee about privatization efforts.

When asked about the possibility of
removing the proposal from tonight’s
regular meeting agenda, Mr. Pelissier
said, “I don’t think it can be removed.”

Mr. Hak said the “commissioner
has the right to have it [on the agenda].”

Mr. Pelissier’s additional motion
to add a regulatory compliance con-
tract to the group of annual contracts
the authority seeks RFPs for also met
opposition.

An authority employee, Anthony
Gencarelli, has criticized the efforts to
privatize the authority. Mr. Pelissier
had described his motion as “an effort
for cost saving for regulatory services.”

Mr. Landale, describing the motion,
said, “I think everybody in this room
knows why this was brought up…This
is a path I don’t want to go down.”

The authority also received updates
on the various projects in process. Jim
Wancho of Warren-based engineering/
architectural firm of Paulus, Sokolowski
and Sartor said 600 feet of the slip
lining of the trunk sewers were now in
the ground and that the Union County
Police and county parks personnel had
been very helpful in keeping the project
moving forward. Much of the work is
being done in Rahway River Park.

As a result of some questions raised
by the authority’s insurer, interim
executive director Michael Brinker
had called in Rahway fire official
Robert Latherow to review condi-
tions at the facility.

Mr. Latherow concentrated on the
RVSA’s head works building, as it is the
only RVSA building located in Rahway.
The rest of the sewerage authority’s
plant is located in Woodbridge.

The review showed that the author-
ity should upgrade sprinkler and
standpipe conditions at its facility. Mr.
Brinker said he would request a simi-
lar review from Woodbridge officials.


