
Page 12 Thursday, October 18, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

POLICE BLOTTER

Choose from over 
600 beads and 

matching jewelry

                

      

NEW

ARRIVALS!
New

Pandora

Charms are in

Applicants Propose Cell Tower
In Cranford on WF Border

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — A standing-room-
only crowd attended Monday night’s
Cranford planning board meeting as
Cranford and Westfield residents
came out to protest a proposed 130-
foot cell-phone tower at the Cranford
Swim Club, a three-acre area border-
ing Westfield.

Property values, danger to wild-
life, health issues and aesthetics were
among the concerns residents voiced.

Engineer Daniel Collins, speaking
on behalf of the applicants – Verizon
Wireless, Omnipoint Communications,
AT&T (formerly Cingular Wireless)
and Sprint – gave testimony regarding
radiofrequency compliance. Accord-
ing to his calculations, the worst-case
scenario of radiofrequency emissions
from the monopole is approximately
seven-tenths of 1 percent of the Federal
Communication Commission (FCC)
limit. He said the proposed cell tower is
141 times below the FCC limit.

Board attorney David Weeks said
since the applicants comply with FCC
standards, the board could not turn

down the application on that reason
alone. Nevertheless, residents spoke
after the testimony to ask questions.

Kurt Krause of 20 Pittsfield Street
in Cranford asked about the potential
hazard to migrating birds flying into
the structure, considering the approxi-
mate 150-foot proximity of the wet-
lands and string of county parks.

“There are towers that can cause
problems with birds, but they are 300-
foot towers,” said Mr. Collins. “There
is no affect on animals.”

Verizon Wireless, Omnipoint Com-
munications, AT&T and Sprint seek
variances in their joint application for
the tower. According to the applica-
tion, the tower is 60 feet over allow-
able height restrictions.

A 14-foot setback from the property
line for the monopole and a 15-foot
setback from the property line for the
equipment compound, and a 13-foot
setback for the side property line, are
under the required 35 feet and 62.8
feet, respectively, in Cranford’s build-
ing codes. The equipment compound
is 145 square feet greater than the
maximum 200 square feet permissible
under Cranford’s regulations.

Civil engineer Anthony Suppa pre-
sented site plans for the applicants that
showed the tower at 246 feet from the
nearest house in Westfield and 378
feet from the nearest residence in
Cranford. However, he said, it is 30
feet from the first property line in
Westfield, 13 feet from the parking lot
of the Cranford Swim Club and 25 feet
from the first property line in Cranford.

He said Omnipoint would occupy
the lowest point on the monopole at
100 feet. The tree level in the area is
about 75 to 85 feet, and cell towers
must have clearance of trees in order
for the signal to extend to its custom-
ers, Mr. Suppa said, adding that a
tower on County Park Drive would
service less than a one-mile radius.

A fifth carrier, Metro PCS, recently
expressed interest in affixing a cell to
the tower. The board said Metro PCS
would have to schedule a separate
hearing, as the board was already
hearing the current application.

In addition to the tower, an eight-
foot-high, fenced-in area would con-
tain equipment shelters for each carrier,
totaling the project at 2,800 square feet.

The applicants said a 12-foot-wide
access road extending from the swim
club’s parking lot would be necessary
for maintenance trucks to pass through
every four to six weeks per carrier.

Verizon Wireless also would main-
tain a 225-gallon diesel-fueled genera-
tor, which it would run once a week for
a half hour during normal business
hours. Mr. Suppa said the noise level is
65 decibels, likened to the sound of a
clothes dryer running in the next room.

Tree removal would be necessary
to build the equipment area; Mr. Suppa
said planting new trees in other areas
is an option.

Residents also inquired about the
county beautification laws, which stipu-
late that homeowners along County
Park Drive cannot have driveways or
walkways to the front door. Mr. Suppa
had no comment on this matter.

The applicants’ attorney, Gregory
Meese, said earlier during the hear-
ing, “The county had no comments
on the application.”

The board will continue the hear-
ing on Monday, December 10.

Scotch Plains Day Festivities
To Begin Tomorrow Night

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents,
business owners, organizations and
the local school community will
come together this weekend to wel-
come visitors and display pride in
their township during Scotch Plains
Day weekend.

An annual celebration, the festivities
will kick off tomorrow evening with a
bonfire and pep rally from 7 to 8 p.m. at
the Evergreen School ball field. Scotch
Plains Recreation Director Ray Poerio
will open the program. Mayor Martin
Marks also is scheduled to speak.

During the event, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Ath-
letic Director Robert Harmer will in-
troduce the varsity fall coaches, who
will bring up their team captains.
Members of the athletic teams, the
high school’s marching band and
cheerleaders will join them.

For the first time this year, a school
dance in the SPFHS gymnasium will
follow the pep rally, Mr. Harmer told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

On Saturday, the Scotch Plains Lions
Club will present its Lions Market from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. alongside the Farmers
Market in the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building lot at 430 Park Avenue.

A tailgating event will take place
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the SPFHS lot
near the football field, leading up to
the game between SPFHS and Union
High School. Various school groups
will have tents and booths set up. The
SPFHS Booster Club will host a free
breakfast for all alumni inside a tent in
the lot beginning at 10 a.m.

On Sunday, the celebration will
continue from noon to 5 p.m. with the
Lions Market along Park Avenue, plus
an array of food, activities and enter-

tainment.
Leading off Sunday’s events will be

a noon ceremony at Alan M. August-
ine Memorial Park, next to the munici-
pal building, during which outstand-
ing local residents will be recognized.

At 1 p.m., Mr. Ray, a performer
known for his original children’s songs,
will appear on the Village Green stage.
A performance by the Robert Murdock
Band, a classic rock band specializing
in British Invasion music, will follow
at 2 p.m. on a bandwagon stage in front
of the municipal building. The Mod-
ern Academy of Fine Arts of Scotch
Plains will offer a dance performance
at 3 p.m. on the Village Green stage.

Rides and amusements, a petting
zoo near the gazebo on the Village
Green and vendors showcasing their
wares along Park Avenue will round
out the day’s activities. Park Avenue
will be closed to vehicular traffic for
the duration of the festival on Sunday.

Admission is free. The Scotch
Plains Day festivities will be held
rain or shine. For information on ven-
dor space availability and fees, call
Ron Kelly of the Scotch Plains Lions
Club at (908) 753-8218.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, October 11, a resident of

Algonquin Drive reported that a con-
struction worker yelled at her to leave the
area and used obscenities when he did so.

Friday, October 12, Willie Lewis, 44, of
North Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, October 12, a resident of Aber-
deen Road reported that someone knocked
over a fence in his yard.

Saturday, October 13, a resident of
Tussel Lane reported that someone
sprayed graffiti on several walls of an
apartment building.

Saturday, October 13, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that her ex-
husband calls her on her cellular tele-
phone at all hours of the day and night.

Sunday, October 14, a Hunter Avenue
resident reported that her ex-boyfriend
would not return her baby to her. According
to police, officers responded and were able
to safely return the baby without incident.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 10, Chiwueze E.

Ebere, 21, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Plainfield
and Saddle Brook after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Wednesday, October 10, sometime be-
tween the hours of 1:30 p.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Thursday, October 11, a business owner on
South Avenue reported that someone re-
moved 22 newly planted shrubs valued at
$550 from the front of his building.

Wednesday, October 10, Ericca L.
James, 19, of East Orange was arrested on
an outstanding East Orange warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Thursday, October 11, Jennifer L.
Garibay, 32, of Edison was arrested on
outstanding Seaside Heights and Spring
Lake warrants after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. According to police, she
also was charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. Garibay was transported
to the Union County jail after she was
unable to post the $500 bail.

Friday, October 12, Kishori Vaghela,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested on outstand-
ing Elizabeth, Hillside and Newark war-
rants after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.

Friday, October 12, Charles S. Mueller,
22, of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing Mountainside warrant after a
field investigation.

Friday, October 12, a Robin Road resi-
dent reported someone broke a window on
his locked motor-vehicle while it was parked
on the street and removed a GPS system.

Friday, October 12, a resident of Hunter
Avenue reported that someone stole an
iPod from his unlocked motor vehicle
while it was parked on the street.

Westfield
Tuesday, October 9, a stolen motor ve-

hicle was recovered on the 1000 block of
Grandview Avenue. The vehicle, a 2001
Audi, did not sustain any damage. It was
reported stolen in Westfield on October 7.

Tuesday, October 9, Stanley Backiel,
45, of Elizabeth was arrested at the Eliza-

beth Police Department on three outstand-
ing warrants, including two from
Westfield, with bail amounts of $1,000
and $250, and one from Roselle, for $250.
He was committed to the Union County
jail on default of bail.

Friday, October 12, Omar Harris, 38,
of Cranford was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on two outstanding
Westfield warrants, with a total bail of
$1,026, and one Cranford warrant, with
bail of $400. Harris was committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.

Friday, October 12, Marguerite Kane,
46, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
East Broad Street on an outstanding
Parsippany/Troy Hills warrant. She was
released after posting $82 bail.

Saturday, October 13, Gaetano
Damiano, 24, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop at North
and Hetfield Avenues in Scotch Plains. He
was released on his own recognizance to a
responsible person pending a court date.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 9, Edward J. Mann,

34, of Newark was arrested following a
field investigation after police learned he
was wanted on an outstanding warrant for
$500.

Saturday, October 13, Kyle D.
Muldrow, 36, of Plainfield was arrested
at the Plainfield Police Department on an
outstanding warrant in the amount of $882.

Monday, October 15, Mark L.
Syzmanski, 39, of Green Brook was ar-
rested for driving with a suspended li-
cense after being stopped at a motor ve-
hicle road check. He also was charged
with an outstanding warrant out of Union
in the amount of $500, police said.

Monday, October 15, Tracy J. King,
44, of Mountainside was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after being
stopped for an inspection violation.

Monday, October 15, a business on
Route 22, East, reported that someone
stole a Rayco RG50 stump grinder valued
at $30,000 from a gated location on the
business property.

Christie Storms for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHEELS OF FORTUNE…Geoff Clark, left, sales manager of Jay’s Cycle
Center in Westfield, will begin pedaling from San Diego, Calif. to Westfield on a
three-week bike venture to fight cancer. At a send-off party last Friday, Stephen
Thompson, right, chief of Pediatric Neurology and Neuro-Oncology at the Joseph
M. Sanzari Children’s Hospital in Hackensack University Medical Center, talked
about his pediatric oncology research group, Tomorrow’s Children Institute,
which will be a beneficiary of Mr. Clark’s charity ride. See story on page 24.

SP Council Rejects Changes
To Bond Ordinance for Field

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council next Tuesday will vote on a
$1.9-million bond ordinance to finance
the construction of a lighted artificial
turf soccer field behind the southside
firehouse. Due to the large number of
residents expected to attend the public
hearing on the ordinance, the council’s
meeting will be held at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School at 8 p.m.

During the council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday, Councilman
Kevin Glover, stating that he wanted
to support the project, said he favored
using additional township open-space
trust funds for the down payment on
the bond in order to reduce future
payments to pay off the bond.

Mr. Glover, who estimated the trust
fund currently has $800,000, said half
the fund should be used for the bond’s
down payment, instead of the $95,000
being proposed. He called it “an appro-
priate use of what’s in the bank today.”

Mayor Martin Marks, who estimated
the fund has $700,000 to $750,000,
said use of the trust-fund money is “a
year-to-year decision that this and fu-
ture councils will have to make.” He
said, “We can’t commit future coun-
cils to how [this bond] is paid for.”

The mayor said some of the trust-
fund money would be needed to pay
off bonds that financed prior projects
like Memorial Field and the Field of
Dreams project at Park Middle School.

Mr. Glover called the $95,000
down-payment figure included in the
bond ordinance that was introduced
last week “a little soft,” and said with
$250,000 collected in taxes for the
trust fund annually, “future councils
can decide how to spend [that
$250,000] coming in every year.”

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said dedicating more than $95,000, or 5
percent of the bond, could be problem-
atic since the municipal government
does not know the outlook for the 2008
township budget at this time. He said
any change in the level of down pay-
ment would require an amendment to
the ordinance and a delay the council’s
vote on the bond ordinance.

Mr. Glover said it had been inti-
mated earlier that the cost of the new
field would have “nil impact” on tax-
payers, although the mayor said he
had only suggested that it was a pos-
sibility, not a certainty.

“Let our constituents know,” Mr.
Glover told the council in pushing for
a bigger down payment, “that we
took a prudent course of action.”

Mayor Marks said multiple times
on Tuesday that the council would
have the option during its 2008 bud-
get discussions early next year of
increasing the amount of trust-fund
money to pay off the soccer field and
other bonds. Staying with a 5-percent
down payment, he said, “gives us
flexibility” in dealing with next year’s
budget. And doing so means “we don’t
hamstring ourselves.”

Mr. Glover said using about $400,000
from the trust fund would still leave
$400,000 in the fund. “We can deal
with next year next year,” he said. “Why
go into debt if you don’t have to?”

Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
if the 2008 budget picture ends up
being more favorable than anticipated,
then “we can take additional money”
from the trust fund and make a bigger
payment toward the bond’s principal.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss said
budget constraints next year could lead
to a delay in the construction of a new
senior and community center at Scotch
Hills Country Club, thus potentially
allowing more trust-fund money to be
used for the soccer field bond.

Mrs. Malool responded by stating,
“The only reason I agreed to this field
was because of the senior center. That
senior center has to happen next year.
I will not allow another shovel to go
into the ground for another ball field”
until the senior center is built.

When the mayor asked if any coun-
cil members besides Mr. Glover fa-
vored boosting the down payment
amount, none supported the idea. Mr.
Strauss said he didn’t want to “en-
cumber the trust fund too much.”
Using half the fund’s available re-
sources, he said, “is too much.”

In other business, Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato said she had spoken
recently with a resident who was “very
upset” about the deer overpopulation
in the vicinity of the Ashbrook Reser-
vation. She said the unnamed resident
feels the deer-reduction program at
the reservation the past two years “is
having no effect,” adding that the resi-
dent told her “she knows of people
taking matters into their own hands.”

Mrs. Coronato said the resident
didn’t elaborate on what that meant.

“That concerns me,” she said, adding
that residents need to be better informed
about the regulations and laws under
which Scotch Plains must conduct the
deer hunt, as well as “the dangers posed
by taking matters into their own hands.”

Mr. Glover suggested posting in-
formation on the town’s website, and
Mayor Marks said information also
would be included in the forthcoming
township newsletter.

The council plans to approve a reso-
lution next week urging the commis-
sioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) to, in the mayor’s
words, “take a slower approach” to the
possible privatization of the agency’s
management. The mayor said a meet-
ing a year ago of the mayors of RVSA’s
11 member towns had produced “a
consensus that because RVSA is in the
midst of a [multi-million dollar] facili-
ties upgrade, before any decisions on
privatizing, let’s finish the construction
project first and see where we stand on
running that facility.”

The mayor said RVSA commis-
sioners  are set to authorize sending
requests for proposals for consult-
ants to perform initial work on priva-
tizing the agency. He said he was
worried about the RVSA “doing a
run” around towns by speeding up the
process without input from the mu-
nicipalities such an action serves.

See related RVSA story on page 3.

(grade 8) are listed as progressing.
In the developmental reading as-

sessment, the district set a goal that
85 percent of all first and second
graders would achieve independent
or above. At Brunner, only first grad-
ers met that mark; at McGinn and
School One, both grades met the goal.

Coles Elementary School met its
objectives, including increased key-
boarding speed for fourth graders and
90 percent of second graders being
able to conduct a library search with
an 85-percent accuracy.

Park and Terrill both achieved the
NCLB AYP new benchmarks for all
subgroups, Ms. Meyer said. Park did
not achieve, and Terrill is progressing
in the seventh-grade objective to in-
crease by 5 percent the number of
students achieving proficient or above
on the NJ ASK 7 for mathematics.

Ms. Meyer noted that mathematics
scores for seventh grade dropped
throughout the state and said the ob-
jective will be repeated for 2007-2008.

The high school met a goal that 85
percent of ninth-graders in standard
and accelerated English classes
achieve proficient or above on a writ-
ing prompt; it did not meet the goal to
continue to meet NCLB’S AYP for
all students and subgroups.

Newly tenured teachers recognized
by the board at a reception earlier that
night included Sarah Marion and
Samantha Strulowitz (Brunner),
Michelle Brink and Michele Mallozzi
(Coles), Maureen Holler (Evergreen),
Ann Marie Koscica and Annette Mellusi
(McGinn), Kelli Miller (School One),
Angela Agosta, Lori Skoller, Adrienne
Stack and Anne Guard (Park), Joseph
Franzone, Monique Gilbert-Hoffman,
Christopher Hanas, William
McMeekan, Cynthia Pfirrmann, Luke
Piede, Amy Rutkowski, Elizabeth
Vroom and Alisa Zonis (SPFHS).

Newly tenured from the office of
specialized services included Jennifer
Cino, Jason Cross, Doretta Helfgott,
Cezsarai Medley and Mildred Waale.
Newly tenured administrators included
Robert Harmer and Collen Haubert.
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C.B. Opens
“They came back with proper modi-

fications to retain the residential look
of this portion of North Avenue,” he
said. “We just knew that we had a
partner with their business and our
town. It worked out really well.”

The new restaurant is tentatively
scheduled to open for dinner Sunday
night, with lunch and dinner beginning
Monday; the restaurant needs a few
more approvals from the township.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BE ALL THAT YOU CAN BE…The Army National Guard drug program, based out
of Trenton/Mercer Airport, landed a helicopter on the grounds of Deerfield School in
Mountainside last Thursday. The guard helps local authorities keep drugs off the
streets of New Jersey. The landing coincided with Red Ribbon Week, which will start
next week and teach young children about the dangers of drugs and alcohol.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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SP Health Department
To Hold Health Fair

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch Plains
Health Department will conduct its 19th
annual health fair on Saturday, October
27, from 9 a.m. to noon at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at the corner of
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road.

A hypertension clinic and information
tables staffed by local medical organiza-
tions will be available for Scotch Plains
residents. An extensive blood screening
(Health Screen II) will be available for
$18; registration and payment is neces-
sary prior to the date of the health fair.

Those interested in the blood work should
visit the health department in Room 212 of
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.

Flu shots will be available for Scotch
Plains residents who are 65 or older (proof
is required/Medicare card) or for those
under 65 years of age with long-term health
problems who have a physician’s note.

For more information, call the depart-
ment at (908) 322-6700, ext. 309.

mated to cost about $3.6 million, they ex-
pect the razing of the old building and
construction of a new three-story facility to
be completed in early 2009.

The council approved a $127,142 bid
from Z Brothers Concrete Contractors of
Sayreville to mill and pave the section of
Westfield Road between Westfield Av-
enue and Mountain Avenue. Funding for
the project comes from a New Jersey
Department of Transportation grant.

The council approved a resolution sup-
porting the Sunday, October 21 CROP
Walk  to combat world hunger, while the
mayor issued a proclamation declaring
October 23 as St. Bartholomew Academy
Day in Scotch Plains.
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Bond Ord.


