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in non-hot-spot situation.
Ultimately, Mr. Ciarrocca said,

“Accidents with injuries are down 40
percent this year.”

***
Mr. Regenstreich said he is run-

ning for council “because there has
been somewhat of a lack of commu-
nication and a lack of transparency
and a significant amount of over-
spending” on the part of the existing
council, saying that the municipal
portion of the local tax bill has gone
up 40 percent in four years.

During closing comments, he said
the town should put the budget, line-
by-line, on the Internet.

Following up on Mr. Regenstreich’s
claim, Ms. Scurry noted that two years
ago, the town raised the hourly rate for
the town attorney from $125 to $150
an hour [for extraordinary duties]
“without [him] even asking for a raise.”

She called for the council to em-
ploy an open bidding process when
choosing the position of town attor-
ney.

Mr. Foerst stated his “renewed op-
timism” that the town’s board of edu-
cation would implement the council’s
high-school parking proposal.

He then rebutted the Democrats’
budgetary charges, saying that the
council is in a “tough position…a lot
of things are forced upon us that we
have no control over,” mentioning
retirement contributions and assess-
ments to the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA) and the town
library as factors to the increases.

One way to curtail spending, Mr.
Foerst said, was to “address the things
that we have control over like collec-
tive-bargaining [entities].” He said
after negotiations, the council cut
$280,000 out of the budget by asking
employees to switch from traditional

healthcare to managed-care plans.
Mr. Sontz said the “current council

has not made sure that property taxes
are as low as possible.” He said the
town “gives no-bid legal work…to
the former chair of the Westfield Re-
publican Party (Robert Cockren).” He
also said the town “continues to fund
full-time pensions for part-time jobs,
and that’s simply wrong.”

He added, “The private industry
bids their legal work. Milburn and
Fanwood bid their legal work. We
should be doing that also.”

* * *
Because roughly 20 cents on the

dollar in a Westfield property-tax bill
is earmarked towards the county, Mr.
Rossi posed a question specifically
about how candidates would address
the county portion of the budget.

Mr. Arena, who ran for freeholder
in 2004, said, “Communication is
going to be very important. The free-
holders have to have a dialogue with
us here. The current mayor and coun-
cil have started that dialogue.” He
said he would be “an advocate, in a
very positive way, to work with the
freeholders.”

He said people are “beginning to
understand” that more tax dollars –
$25 million – go to the county than to
Westfield itself.

“I’d like to have a dialogue with
[the county]” concerning the proposed
49,000-square-foot public-safety
structure on North Avenue adjacent
to the Froehlich building, he added.

Mr. Katz replied, “Communication
is certainly important…but I don’t
think there has been effective commu-
nication over the last several years. I
think it’s time for somebody else to
come in and try to give it a better shot.”

He used the examples of Mountain
and North Avenues – which, after
being paved by the county, now have
“crumbled” Belgium-block curb that
he said the town must address – as
instances in which the current county-
town dialogue has led to adverse “con-
ditions that affect the local people
who live in Westfield.”

Mr. Foerst said the council has in-
vited the last three freeholder chair-
persons to attend a council meeting
but to no avail. He said he knows that
freeholders dine in downtown
Westfield, but did not “recall the last
time a freeholder was in this building.”

He said, “Mr. Katz makes a very
good point. [The county comes], and
they tell us in June that they’re going
to repave the streets in the Town of
Westfield and tell us, after our capital
budget is in place, that we are respon-
sible to redo the curbs and the side-
walks.”

He added, “When our capital bud-
get is in place, we don’t have the
money to do that. They didn’t wait.
They told us, ‘Too bad, we’re milling
your streets. It’s your responsibility to
do the curbs.’ Now, we don’t have the
money to do that, and there’s nothing
we can do. Certainly, improved com-
munication is a necessity.”

Mr. Foerst’s opponent, Ms. Scurry,
speaking on the subject of communica-
tion with Elizabeth, called the fact that
no one on council serves as a liaison to
the county “a failure of the current
administration.” She said, if elected,
she would “gladly serve as that liaison.”

* * *
Ms. Neylan, who has chaired the

public-works department for two
years, endorsed the work of the vol-
unteer-led White Paper Committee.
She touted their efforts, “too many to
state right now,” to improve efficiency
at the department of public works
(DPW), which has led to installing
GPS systems in DPW vehicles and
restructuring the department so that
the council could enjoy more contact
with Claude Schaffer – the head of
construction and maintenance.

Replying, Mr. Regenstreich said
the council pays attorneys “hundreds
of thousands of dollars, including
pensions,” in no-bid contracts, but
“we hear more about White Paper
studies [and] suggestions ‘too nu-
merous to mention,’ but none of which
have been implemented.”

He also reiterated Mr. Katz’s prior
point that four years ago, Republicans
campaigned on controlling overdevel-
opment and “McMansions.” However,
he said, the town has experienced 300
teardowns in four years. He said there
“hasn’t been a single ordinance passed
[by the council] to stem that tide.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said Mr. Regenstreich
“made a mistake” and sought to “cor-
rect” him on his characterization of
inaction on the council’s behalf con-
cerning land-use and construction.

He said Mr. Regenstreich erred when
speaking on the number of initiatives
passed to control overdevelopment.
Mr. Ciarrocca listed the corner-lot or-
dinance (to control “shoehorning”),
reduced allowable height, fence re-
quirements and the necessity to com-
plete elevation studies as examples.

“To make the statement that ‘noth-
ing has been done’ just isn’t being
very constrained by the truth,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said.

Residents will be able to watch the
entire debate at goleader.com/video.
TV-36 will broadcast the forum until
Election Day on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays at 10 a.m., 3 and 9
p.m., as well as Sundays at 9 p.m. The
last council meeting will follow at 10
p.m. all nights following the 9 p.m.
forum showing.
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WF Candidates Debate

der for the signal to extend to its
customers, Mr. Suppa said, adding
that a tower on County Park Drive
would service less than a one-mile
radius.

A fifth carrier,
Metro PCS, re-
cently expressed
interest in affix-
ing a cell to the
tower. The board
said Metro PCS
would have to
schedule a sepa-
rate hearing, as
the board was
already hearing
the current appli-
cation.

In addition to
the tower, an
eight-foot-high,
fenced-in area
would contain
equipment shel-
ters for each car-
rier, totaling the
project at 2,800-square feet.

The applicants said a 12-foot-wide
access road extending from the swim
club’s parking lot would be necessary
for maintenance trucks to pass through
every four to six weeks per carrier.

Verizon Wireless would also main-
tain a 225-gallon diesel-fueled gen-

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
IDK…Engineer Daniel Collins discusses
cell-phone-tower radiofrequency emissions
at Cranford’s planning-board meeting on
Monday night. Attorney Gregory Meese
stands in the background.

erator, which they would run once a
week for a half hour during normal
business hours. Mr. Suppa said the
noise level is 65 decibels, likened to

the sound of a
clothes dryer
running in the
next room.

Tree removal
would be neces-
sary to build the
equipment area;
Mr. Suppa said
planting new
trees in other ar-
eas is an option.

Residents also
inquired about
the county beau-
tification laws,
which stipulate
t h a t
h o m e o w n e r s
along County
Park Drive can-
not have drive-
ways or walk-

ways to the front door. Mr. Suppa had
no comment on this matter.

The applicants’ attorney, Gregory
Meese, said earlier during the hear-
ing, “The county had no comments
on the application.”

The board will continue the hear-
ing on Monday, December 10.
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Cranford Planning Board

Westfield
Tuesday, October 9, a stolen motor ve-

hicle was recovered on the 1000 block of
Grandview Avenue. The vehicle, a 2001
Audi, did not sustain any damage. It was
reported stolen in Westfield on October 7.

Tuesday, October 9, Christopher
Robinson, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested at
the intersection of East Broad Street and
Central Avenue on two outstanding war-
rants, one from Elizabeth with $378 bail
and one from Aberdeen with bail of $250.

Robinson was stopped after police re-
ceived a report of a suspicious person
matching his description peering into ve-
hicles and attempting to flag down motor-
ists on East Broad Street. He was turned
over to the Elizabeth Police Department.

Tuesday, October 9, Stanley Backiel,
45, of Elizabeth was arrested at the Eliza-
beth Police Department on three outstand-
ing warrants, including two from
Westfield, with bail amounts of $1,000
and $250, and one from Roselle, for $250.
He was committed to the Union County
jail on default of bail.

Wednesday, October 10, Isaac Nelson,
29, of Westfield was arrested at the
Somerset County jail pursuant to a con-
tempt of court warrant issued by Westfield
with bail of $500. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance.

Friday, October 12, Omar Harris, 38,
of Cranford was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on two outstanding
Westfield warrants, with a total bail of
$1,026, and one Cranford warrant, with
bail of $400. Harris was committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.

Friday, October 12, Marguerite Kane,
46, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
East Broad Street on an outstanding
Parsippany/Troy Hills warrant. She was
released after posting $82 bail.

Saturday, October 13, Gaetano
Damiano, 24, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop at North
and Hetfield Avenues in Scotch Plains. He
was released on his own recognizance to a
responsible person pending a court date.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 9, Edward J. Mann,

34, of Newark was arrested following a
field investigation after police learned he
was wanted on an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $500.

Saturday, October 13, Kyle D.
Muldrow, 36, of Plainfield was arrested
at the Plainfield Police Department on an
outstanding warrant in the amount of $882.

Monday, October 15, Mark L.
Syzmanski, 39, of Green Brook was ar-
rested for driving with a suspended li-
cense after being stopped at a motor ve-
hicle road check. He also was charged

with an outstanding warrant out of Union
in the amount of $500, police said.

Monday, October 15, Tracy J. King,
44, of Mountainside was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after being
stopped for an inspection violation.

Monday, October 15, a Route 22, East,
business reported that someone stole a
Rayco RG50 stump grinder valued at
$30,000 from a gated location on its prop-
erty.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, October 11, a resident of

Algonquin Drive reported that a con-
struction worker yelled at her to leave the
area and used obscenities when he did so.

Friday, October 12, a resident of Aber-
deen Road reported that someone knocked
over a fence in his yard.

Saturday, October 13, a resident of Tussel
Lane reported that someone sprayed graffiti
on several walls of an apartment building.

Saturday, October 13, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that her ex-
husband calls her on her cell phone at all
hours of the day and night.

Sunday, October 14, a Hunter Avenue
resident reported that her ex-boyfriend
would not return her baby to her. According
to police, officers responded and were able
to safely return the baby without incident.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 10, Chiwueze E.

Ebere, 21, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing Plainfield and Saddle Brook war-
rants after a Terrill Road motor-vehicle stop.

Wednesday, October 10, sometime be-
tween the hours of 1:30 p.m. and 10:45
a.m. Thursday, October 11, a business
owner on South Avenue reported that
someone removed 22 newly planted
shrubs valued at $550 from the front of
his building.

Thursday, October 11, Jennifer L.
Garibay, 32, of Edison was arrested on
outstanding Seaside Heights and Spring
Lake warrants after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. According to police, she
was also charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. Garibaywas transported to
the Union County jail after she was un-
able to pay the $500 bail.

Friday, October 12, Kishori Vaghela, 27,
of Elizabeth was arrested on outstanding
Elizabeth, Hillside and Newark warrants
after a Martine Avenue motor-vehicle stop.

Friday, October 12, Charles S. Mueller,
22, of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing Mountainside warrant after a
field investigation.

Friday, October 12, a Robin Road resi-
dent reported that someone broke a window
in his locked vehicle while it was parked on
the street and removed a GPS system.

Friday, October 12, a resident of Hunter
Avenue reported that someone stole an
iPod from his unlocked vehicle while it
was parked on the street.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader
DEMS JOIN FORCES...Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22) of Fanwood poses
with Westfield Town Council candidates at Aquaviva Restaurant in Westfield
Tuesday night. Dozens of area supporters attended the affair to prepare for Election
Day. Mrs. Stender is up for re-election to her Assembly seat on November 6. Pictured,
left to right, are: second-ward candidate Bruce Regenstreich, third-ward candidate
Matt Sontz, Mrs. Stender, fourth-ward candidate Lenore Scurry, first-ward candi-
date Ross Katz and Kenneth Rotter, Westfield Democratic Committee chairman.

“We are trying to work through the
issues to make sure we come to a
consensus,” he said.

Ken Soriero of Rahway Avenue
said he “found it interesting that Mr.
Baker is particularly vocal in his nega-
tive comments when…he made simi-
lar comments two years ago.” He
added, “I guess that’s to be expected
– given Mr. Baker’s active role in the
[Westfield] Democratic Committee.”

The council appointed Mr. Soriero
to the board of adjustment in January.

Dolores Russell of Stirling Place
thanked the council for taking mea-
sures to make pedestrian crossing near
Cacciola Place and South Avenue safer.

“It’s the first time the council or
anyone has ever been down in that
area to do anything at all,” she said.
“The residents there are still standing
in awe.”
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BOE Honors Teacher/Coach
On His 33 Years with GW

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – More than 35 stu-
dents, teachers and coaches came out
for Tuesday night’s borough board of
education meeting to celebrate teacher/
coach Robert Taylor’s 33-year career
with the Garwood school system.

Mr. Taylor has taught since 1969 and
has been employed by Garwood since
1974. He has spent 29 years as a foot-
ball coach, amassing 199 career wins,
including multiple championships.

“I had originally written down 200
wins, but Mr. Taylor asked me to cor-
rect the numbers, with only 199 wins,”
said BOE President Adele Lewis.

“Mr. Taylor is a caring man with a
loyal relationship with Garwood com-
munity members for many years, and
students, faculty and staff will miss him,”
said Ms. Lewis, who awarded Mr. Tay-
lor with a plaque and resolution.

Mr. Taylor was named New Jersey
High School Coach of the Year in 1995.

“Robert has the unofficial designa-
tion of ‘longest tenured educator/ad-
ministrator’ of the high-school stu-
dents in Garwood,” Ms. Lewis said.

“Garwood is a great town with won-
derful students and the send-receive
contract we just resigned with the Clark
Board of Ed. (for Arthur L. Johnson
High School) is a wonderful idea and
beneficial for our students,” said Mr.

Taylor. “I know the teachers we have
will do and have been doing a great job
with our students. I appreciate every-
one for coming out tonight and I thank
my wife, Annette, for her support.”

In other business, board member
Sandro Villaraut encouraged residents
to attend the next council meeting on
Tuesday, October 23, to voice concerns
or opinions regarding the council’s ap-
plication for a grant from the state’s
Green Acres program for the athletic
complex at James V. Guerriero Memo-
rial Field, the borough’s Little League
field located on Myrtle Avenue.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, the $2.1-million
project includes a new athletic complex
with a new soccer/hockey/baseball field,
upgraded recreational amenities, a
walking track and a field house. If the
Green Acres grant were approved, the
borough would receive 25 percent of
the actual costs to complete the field
complex, which amounts to $554,000.

Mr. Villaraut told The Leader via e-
mail that the Garwood swim night
would be held November 3 from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. at the Cranford Centen-
nial Pool at 401 Centennial Avenue.

The event is free to all Garwood
residents. For more information, call
(908) 709-7260.

The BOE will hold its next meeting
on November 20 at 7:30 p.m.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
APPRECIATION...More than 35 students, teachers and coaches attended
Garwood’s board-of-education meeting to celebrate teacher/coach Robert Taylor’s
33-year career with the Garwood school system.

November,” he added.
When The Westfield Leader asked

Mr. Perrin during a recess after the
reading of the 66 policies why the
board did not alter its agenda to let
MEA members speak at the begin-
ning of the meeting, he said, “We do
not alter our agenda for anyone but
students.

“No, I don’t know that there are
teachers waiting to speak because we
haven’t gotten to that part of the meet-
ing yet,” he added.

At 11 p.m., the board opened up the
floor to public participation. Ms.
Weiss asked the BOE to recognize
the staff for the work it has done on a
new contract with binding arbitra-
tion. “Collective bargaining only
works when both parties are willing
to bargain,” she added.

Mr. Perrin said, “We are ready and
prepared to begin negotiating. I take
serious objections to the claim that
the BOE is dragging its feet. We agreed
to the longevity increases that you
have requested, but in the negotia-
tions, we didn’t agree it should be
based on seniority but by merit.”

“That was not in my proposal to
you,” Ms. Weiss said. “Are you going
to negotiate in public?”
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Mountainside Board of Ed.
Mr. Perrin said, “If you don’t want

to negotiate in public, then you will
attend the meeting we agreed upon
on [October 23].”

“I have arranged all of our meetings
and have had to follow up with them.
He is not supposed to discuss this in
public,” Ms. Weiss told The Leader.

The BOE also recognized three stu-
dents – eighth graders Logan Turner
and Sara Diciaet and seventh grader
Alexandra Korba – who won the Wild
Planet contest.

Officials said the district would  reno-
vate the Deerfield School playground to
satisfy new state regulations.

The board also approved reports
regarding school vandalism, continu-
ing education for staff and BOE travel.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
SEEING RED...At a public meeting that began at 7:30 p.m., members of the
Mountainside Education Association (MEA) waited, held a walk-out and then
returned to address the board as the BOE conducted a first reading on 66 policies,
which lasted more than two hours. MEA representatives waited until 11 p.m. to
speak.

if a picture’s worth a
thousand words, how

many is a video worth?

goleader.com/video


