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WHARAM FIRES IN TWO GOALS, HANZA GETS ASSIST

Somerville Pioneers Topple
Blue Devil Soccer Girls, 4-2

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three goals from Miranda
Maniscalco and a goal from Danielle
Deserio led the ninth-ranked
Somerville High School girls soccer
team to a 4-2 victory over Westfield at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
October 5. Senior forward Hannah
Wharam connected twice and junior
Tara Handza had an assist for the 7-3-
1 Blue Devils, who out-shot the Pio-
neers, 10-8.

Westfield senior goalkeeper Claire
Bennett provided a solid performance
with 12 saves, several of them spec-
tacular. Somerville received 10 saves
from senior goalie Kara Lazauskas.

“We did the best we possibly could
do. I think we outplayed them for
much of the second half and we just
could not finish. That’s been a prob-
lem that we had all season,” said
Westfield Head Coach Katie
Wertheimer. “I’m really proud of
Hannah Wharam; she really stepped
it up today. Kind of been waiting in
the wings to have her shot! She’s been

proving herself not only in this game
but in previous games as well. It’s
really important like in today’s game
when Corrine Parkinson is marked
out, that we have someone like
Wharam, who puts balls in the net for
us.”

Maniscalco scored both first-half
goals for the 11-0 Pioneers. The first
coming 18:02 into the first half when
she ran the ball through an open seam
and ripped a shot in the upper netting.
Her second goal came just 74 sec-
onds later, when Kaitlin Brenn took
the ball at midfield and Maniscalco,
seeing the seam, took the ball through
and drilled the kick past Bennett.

“We knew that they had a strong
defense so we played with three for-
wards. We wanted to play feet, play
the ball on the ground. That was one
of the big things, use the width of the
field and do our best to score. That
was our game plan,” said Wharam.
“The first half was not as good as we
wanted it to be. Maybe we were a
little unsure. Going into the second
half, we knew that a 2-0 lead is hard

to keep, and we knew that we could
do it.”

The Blue Devils scored very early
in the second half when Handza, at-
tacking from the right, passed to
Wharam, who broke free and fired off
a shot that curled into the goal to
bring Westfield within one. The Blue
Devils continued pressuring Pioneer
keeper Lazauskas with numerous at-
tacks.

“Tara and I were working really
well together, passing back and forth.
We knew we had to finish and capital-
ize on opportunities. The pass from
Tara slipped through and I angled it
into the corner of the net,” said
Wharam.

With 17:45 left, Wharam rippled
the net from 10-yards out to draw the
contest even at two goals each.

“We had to step it up and get the
second goal. 2-1 is a really hard lead
to keep,” said Wharam. “Once we
took the momentum, we kept it go-
ing. Corrine Parkinson played a fan-
tastic ball to me as I sprinted up field

LESSNER HEADS IN GOAL FROM HEROUX THROW-IN

Blue Devils Battle Minutemen
To 1-1, OT Tie in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Great saves on the part of both
goalkeepers prevented a winner/loser
scenario in a 1-1, overtime battle be-
tween the 7-2-2 Westfield High
School boys soccer team and the 6-2-
1 Elizabeth Minutemen at Tamaques
School Field in Westfield on October
8. Junior Mike Lessner scored the
Blue Devils’ only goal eight minutes
into the game off a throw-in from
senior Brandon Heroux, the 2007
Union County javelin champion.

“We pushed up pretty far. We
wanted to get a quick throw. We saw
the defense kind of pushed up, so we
wanted to exploit that. Brandon made
a great throw to me and it made it easy
for me to put it in,” said Lessner.

With the strength of Heroux’s
throw-ins and the accuracy of junior
Matt Isabella, who also initiated some
throw-ins, the Blue Devils put the
Minutemen goal area in jeopardy sev-
eral times with that similar technique.
Toward the end of the game, Isabella
made a great throw-in to junior
Malcolm Opoku, who guided a vi-
cious header toward the right netting

only to have keeper Matias Cei make
the Minutemen’s save of the game.

“We had good opportunities. We
got lucky a couple times. Their goalie
made a good save on one of them,”
said Lessner. “One time you get it,
one time you don’t! That’s what soc-
cer is!”

“We have been working on that a
lot and we were dangerous a couple
of times. It’s not fun to defend that.
They had the same thing. They had a
kid who could throw in well,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner.

Cei finished with five saves but
keeper Greg O’Brien, who finished
with three saves, also made what
would prove to be a game-saver for
the Blue Devils after a Minuteman
corner kick, just minutes after
Lessner’s goal in the first half.

“Greg made an amazing save. Their
goalkeeper made an amazing save
late in the second half. It was a great
header to the upper 90 and, somehow,
the kid took it out,” said coach Kapner.

If there was any letdown in the
game at all for the Blue Devils, it may
have come in the second half until

after Minuteman Dennis Correia
slipped past the defending backs and
tapped in an unassisted goal to the left
of O’Brien. From that point, each
team played a high-gear game.

“We’ve been up and down, game-
to-game all year. This was a good
one. Hopefully, we can build on it and
play well again on Wednesday (Octo-
ber 12 against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood). We did not play well on
Saturday (1-0 loss to St. Joseph). This
was one of their best efforts of the
year,” said coach Kapner. “Give Eliza-
beth a lot of credit! We jumped on
them, got a goal ahead and they played
wonderfully from that point on.”

The intensity of this game may be
an indication of the caliber of compe-
tition the top-seeded Blue Devils may
face in the upcoming Union County
Tournament.

“The counties is really going to be
tough. I’m seriously not looking past
our first round match and, if we get by
that, our quarterfinal match. There’s
a lot of quality teams there,” said
coach Kapner.
Elizabeth 0 1 0 0 1
Westfield 1 0 0 0 1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A TIGHT SQUEEZE FOR THE BALL…Blue Devils Malcolm Opoku, center, and Nick Breza, No. 14, battle a
Minuteman for possession of the ball. The Blue Devils and the Minutemen battled to a 1-1, double overtime tie.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLDING UP WELL AND SCORING…Senior forward Hannah Wharam, No. 21, on an assist by Tara
Handza boots the ball past the Somerville goalkeeper for a score in the first half. Wharam also rippled the
Pioneer net for her second goal with 17:45 left.
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SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/14  1-5PM $779,800
Welcome to 4 Sassafras Court.  This fabulous Colonial is located on a premium lot on a cul-de-sac in the
Berwyck Chase section of Scotch Plains.  This home offers a total of 4 bedrooms with a spacious master suite
including a Jacuzzi and a sitting room.  There is a beautiful & spacious living room, dining room, and family
room with wood-burning fireplace.  The eat-in kitchen has French doors that back to the very private fenced
backyard with circular paver block patio.  The community offers a great swimming pool & tennis courts.
Make this your home now.  DIR: Cooper rt Rahway rt Autumn rt Clydesdale rt Sassafras #4  (052111612)

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/14  1-5PM $369,900

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $799,900
Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms, family room with fireplace,
designer kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry accents.  Still time to
customize.  Call Ralph for more information.  (908) 591-6283.  (052000587)

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/14  1-5PM $569,900
This beautiful Expanded Custom Home is located in a quiet neighborhood close to Tamaques Park.  Its
many features include 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, dining room, living room with wood-burning fireplace,
large updated kitchen, finished family room in basement & beautiful deck overlooking private backyard.
DIR: Rahway Ave to Norwood Dr #633  (052111557)

WESTFIELD CENTER HALL COLONIAL $799,000
Just 10 years old, this 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial offers all the features you want in new
construction.  Built by Michael Mahoney, the two-story foyer opens to a living room, formal dining
room & open family room & kitchen.  Sliders from the family room open onto the deck and a very large
private backyard.  Four generous bedrooms include a very spacious master w/private bath & walk-in
closets.  The extra high basement, ready to be finished, reasonable taxes & a great location close to
schools, make this home a perfect choice.  (052111310)

Welcome to this charming two bedroom Cape Cod.  The spacious living/dining room has hardwood
floors and is great for entertaining.  The eat-in kitchen opens to the family room and overlooks a patio
and private fenced-in yard.  Updates in 2002 include a new bathroom, thermal windows and roof.  The
second floor has ample room for expansion for 2 additional bedrooms.  DIR: Mountain rt Westfield rt
Coles #2081 (052111625)

WESTFIELD MULTI-FAMILY $549,900
Large two-family, five bedroom home located close to NYC bus and train.  Great investment for rental
market or conversion back to a large one-family residence.  Deep 157’ lot with big 2-car garage & additional
parking.  Presently owner occupied.  (052111552)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


