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THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

PICTURE PERFECT…Rahway’s Michelle Kus, a senior at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains, scored a perfect 800 score on the writing section of the
college-entrance SAT exam. Michelle attributes her success on the SAT to the
hours spent at her local public library as a small child.

BACK TO WORK…The executive board of Woman’s Club of Westfield met
recently for its first fall meeting to officially get back to work after summer
vacation. President Delores Geisow, left, led the meeting, which had an agenda
filled with topics such as Gray Fall Scholarships, the annual scholarship luncheon
and the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs (NJSFWC) state project
this year – domestic violence. Mary Blanes, right, is the board’s new recording
secretary.

WF High School Through
The Eyes of a Sophomore

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The night of September 4, for many
soon-to-be freshmen, was most likely
comparable to biting into a piece of
mysterious food while wearing a
blind-fold.

With no true idea of how the next
day was destined to progress, they
knew that when morning arrived,
walking through those entrance doors
with closed eyes and a foreign taste
of high-school life would be inevi-
table.

So that is exactly what the mixture
of nervous, excited, tentative and over-
whelmed students of the class of 2011
did; experienced the most difficult
transformation of a lifetime at just 14
years old, as they prepared to leave
middle school behind and approach
what seemed like the largest, scariest
building fathomable to the human
eye.

How we perceive the world is
greatly dependent on past knowl-
edge of events, our age and the ma-
turity that will hopefully be attained
as we continue to be more exposed
to life.

Although the literal difference be-
tween a freshman and a sophomore
is only one year and may not seem
visibly drastic, in the places where
one cannot physically see – like the
hearts and minds of second-year
high-school students – exists the feel-
ing of growing-by-the-second con-
fidence.

Innately knowing which hallways
are most beneficial in leading us to
the correct classrooms on time is pure
alleviation within itself. Because all
sophomores have already endured the
whole, “I-have-absolutely-no-idea-
where-I’m-going” routine multiple
times in the previous year, it is safe to
say that our hands have touched just
about every possible door, and our
feet have bolted up and down just
about every possible staircase.

This unavoidable state of freshman
bewilderment can strangely end up
assisting the vast majority of sopho-
mores, while it drills a complex map
of the school into our heads, one
which becomes considerably easier
to read as time progresses.

While venturing through the hall-
ways, we no longer feel equivalent to
ants. Most of us are 15, anxiously
waiting for the day to come when the
words “driving test” can be taken into
consideration, for this is the year in
which our semi-adulthood will truly
begin.

Walking past juniors and seniors
no longer feels as intimidating, for
the age gap between us seems much
less extreme. Our eyes do not bulge
out of their sockets as they once did
when viewing tower-high 17- and 18-
year-old guys sporting muscles and
beards, and girls cheerfully twirling
car keys around their fingers.

We have lived to see what growing
up looks like and can now accept the
results without shock.

“Yes, acceptance!” was the first
thought that rushed to my mind as I
attended the first meeting for

Westfield High School’s literary
magazine, Folio. As my three other
sophomore friends and I walked
through the door and into the class-
room, where other junior and senior
staff members were waiting, the pre-
vious awkwardness we experienced
from being the four Folio froshes
suddenly diminished.

Sitting on top of desks actually
inside of the circle and having the
upper-classmen look upon us with
this new kind of respect emitted a
powerful feeling of security and fore-
shadowed a year in which fitting in
would be achievable.

I could not believe how the period
of time between June and September
impacted the way others perceive me
so dramatically, which is why I be-
lieve that being a freshman is analo-
gous to taking the most difficult test
imaginable.

If passed, one receives something
far more meaningful than a grade –
the ability to return to school the next
year while feeling like an actual part
of it!

With more opportunities to pursue
our interests, such as being able to
take Honors and AP courses, raising
our hands and feeling more enthusi-
astic about participating comes natu-
rally.

We are in an environment with other
students who are passionate about
the same topics, so why not collabo-
rate ideas without hesitation? Using
large vocabulary words in English
and no longer hearing a chorus of
sighs accompany the news that three
essays will be due over the course of
the next week forces us to dive into an
ocean of vital maturity.

Most importantly, the large dos-
ages of homework that coexist with
these thought-provoking classes be-
comes an everyday trend, and truly
compels us to utilize the method of
time management in order to fulfill
each assignment successfully…and
by its due date!

The many responsibilities, increas-
ing freedom and confidence that we
embrace as sophomores enable us to
feel older, wiser and, ultimately, more
content with our high-school experi-
ence than we were in the previous
year.

No, we do not possess all the knowl-
edge necessary to write an entire book
of facts, and, no, we cannot (and will
not) be able to drive where we please
without parental supervision; yet, we
do embody something very unique.

That is, the ability to use what we
do know to save our freshman friends
a lot of time, stress and useless anxi-
ety. So far, the greatest experience of
my sophomore career was introduc-
ing my freshman neighbor to her home
for the next four years.

“This school’s going to be a lot
different from Roosevelt, and even if
I show you around it 100 times, you
will still probably get lost,” I told her,
“But, just think, in life, every one of
us is a freshman…anytime we try
something new.”

Alexa Zepka has begun her sopho-
more year at the high school.

Summit Arts Center Holds
College Arts Fair Saturday

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ) will hold its
annual College Arts Fair on Saturday,
October 13, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at
the arts center.

Offered free to the public, the fair
provides an opportunity for high-
school juniors and seniors to meet
with admissions officers from art
schools and colleges with established
fine-art curriculums.

Confirmed colleges in attendance
include New York University, School

of Visual Arts, Moore College of Art
and Design, in addition to many more.

The arts center will hold free work-
shops on the topics of portfolio de-
velopment and photographing art-
work for slides or digital images.
Portfolio reviews by art center in-
structors and discussions on career
opportunities within the fields of fine
and commercial art will also be avail-
able.

The arts center’s faculty consists of
expert professionals that are certified
instructors, some of whom are cur-
rently teaching at The School of Vi-
sual Arts and PRATT Institute in New
York City.

In addition to the College Arts Fair,
the arts center has more than doubled
its class and workshop offerings for
teenagers. The arts center now offers
courses to address the issue of com-
petitive admittance to the top art
schools in the country.

The classes are aimed to supple-
ment the art curriculum currently of-
fered at the schools and give the stu-
dents additional skills for successful
college preparation.

Registration for the College Arts
Fair is required. To register, contact
Education Coordinator Vanessa Chip-
pendale at (908) 273-9121, ext. 45 or
vanessa@artcenternj.org.

To learn more about the VACNJ,
visit artcenternj.org.

Westfield BOE Invites
Town to Lincoln School

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education invited the pub-
lic to a groundbreaking ceremony at
Lincoln School, located at 728
Westfield Avenue, on Saturday, Oc-
tober 20.

The board will mark the begin-
ning of renovations to Lincoln
School, which will be transformed
in the next 11 months into the
district’s first Early Childhood
Learning Center.

Following the 10 a.m. outdoor cer-
emony, the board has invited the
public inside Lincoln School’s audi-
torium, where architectural drawings

of the plans will be displayed and
refreshments will be served.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan will provide a timeline on
the renovation of Lincoln School and
the district’s other two bond projects
– Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools.

The state has approved of the con-
struction plans, and progress is al-
ready underway at Lincoln School,
where crews began work in early Sep-
tember.

This will also be an opportunity for
the community to speak to and wel-
come the new superintendent.

JACK BE QUICK…During the annual Franklin School PTO Mum Sale in
Westfield, every mum sold. Sugar pumpkins were also for sale, and pictured
above, second grader Juliana Tully fills an entire backpack with the “jack-be-
littles” after purchasing them from volunteer Anne Edmondson.

ACT OF LOVE…At the end of sum-
mer, Tricia Lezynski, a second grader
at Holy Trinity Interparochial School
in Westfield, donated 10 inches of her
hair to Locks of Love. Locks of Love is
a public non-profit organization that
provides hairpieces to financially dis-
advantaged children under age 18. For
more information about Locks of Love,
visit locksoflove.org.

McGinn School Announces
Fall Auction Fundraiser

SCOTCH PLAINS – The William J.
McGinn Elementary School PTA, of
Scotch Plains, announced a fall auction
fundraiser slated for November 2.

The fall auction will feature ‘tricky-
tray’ baskets, silent-auction items and
a live auction, with
event proceeds to
support program-
ming for the
McGinn students.

Prizes offered at
the fall auction in-
clude golf outings,
dinner gift certifi-
cates, an Orlando
vacation package,
mountain bike,
theater and sport-
ing event tickets
and more, with
prizes generous
community busi-
ness continuing to
donate.

The event, slated
for November 2,
will be held at
L’Affaire Catering
in Mountainside,
with doors open-
ing at 6:30 p.m.,
for prize previewing and dinner begin-
ning at 8 p.m.

The event requires advance ticket

purchase. Tickets must be purchased
by the Wednesday, October 17, dead-
line.

No tickets will be sold at the door
on the evening of the event.

“The fall auction promises to be a
great evening, full
of exciting prizes
and auctions,” said
Event Co-Chair-
woman Lisa Rich-
mond.

“By attending
this event, mem-
bers of the com-
munity are sup-
porting the impor-
tant programming
the PTA provides
for the students of
McGinn, and we
look forward to
seeing everyone
that evening.”

The cost is $30
per person, which
includes admis-
sion and a three-
course dinner. A
cash bar will be
available.

To purchase
tickets by the October 17 deadline,
call Mrs. Richmond at (908) 232-
3886.

FUN-RAISERS...From left to right,
Lisa Richmond and Christine Boozer,
co-chairs of McGinn Elementary
School’s Fall Auction, display some of
the items that will be available in the
event’s raffle baskets and auction.

44 Blackburn Road • Summit, NJ 07901
908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child

Oak Knoll offers:
•Outstanding academics
• Innovative cultural arts
•An active faith experience
• Competitive athletics program
• Laptop Program
•Wireless Campus
• Community service
• Financial aid

ACatholic independent school building the future for
youngwomen grades 7-12 and boys&girls gradesK-6.

Saturday, November 3
9:30 am Tours

10:00 am Presentation
10:30 am Faculty Visits&Tours

Sunday, October 21
1:30 pm Tours
2:00 pm Presentation
2:30 pm Faculty Visit&Tours

Upper School Open Houses 2007

An independent day school for boys grades 7-12 led by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey
DELBARTON SCHOOL • 230 Mendham Road • Morristown, NJ 07960 (973) 538-3231, x3019 • www.delbarton.org

Run. Throw. Lift. Try.

DELBARTON ADMISSION
TESTING

on Oct. 27, Nov. 10
and Dec. 1.

For more information
visit our website

and click ‘Admissions’.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

C O E D N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N H O U S E S

October 18 Open House Program November 11 

Coed Nursery & Pre-K Open House 
Thursday, October 18, 2007, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 11 , 2007, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

O P E N  H O U S E S

October 17 Open House Program October 14/ 
November 11

Middle School/Upper School • Grades 6 – 8 / Grades 9 – 12
Sunday, October 14, 2007, 1-3 p.m.

Primary School • Kindergarten – Grade 5
Wednesday, October 17, 2007, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 11 , 2007, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ 07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00


