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Freeholders to Award Pact
To Demolish Garages in WF

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday agreed to place a resolution
on tonight’s agenda to move ahead
with the demolition of a vehicle-stor-
age garage and office building at 300
North Avenue in Westfield across from
the Westfield Diner.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering and public works, told the
board the goal is to have the garages
and office building demolished by
November, with construction on a
new building and accompanying park-
ing facility beginning early next year.

Ron Zuber, project manager in the
county manager’s office, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the county must
first receive approval from the Westfield
town council for a demolition permit.
He said the county might seek approv-
als to demolish both the garages and the
existing Veneri complex.

Officials said the garages and of-
fice building behind the Veneri build-
ing will be demolished first, followed
by the construction of the new build-
ing with an attached roof-top parking
facility.

Mr. Zuber said the Veneri building
would not be demolished until the new
three-story building is constructed and
all current staff have moved in. A one-
story vehicle storage facility would be
attached to the building.

At a Westfield planning-board meet-
ing last month, Noel Musial of The
Musial Group in Mountainside said
the $9- to $10.5-million project would
include the 141-space vehicle-storage
building, featuring 11 rooftop spaces
to house EMS and police vehicles and
the SWAT unit of the county
prosecutor’s office. Offices would
house the county clerk’s annex, divi-
sion of consumer affairs, county su-
perintendent of schools, the Union
County Medical Examiner’s office and
various other county operations.

Officials said all personnel in the
rear building have been relocated to
the Veneri building and that the county
is currently working with the utility
companies to cut off power, water
and phone service to the building.

The freeholders are expected to
vote tonight to hire T. Fiore Demoli-
tion, Inc. at a cost of $245,000. Mr.
Zuber told The Leader/Times that
Fiore was the lowest of seven bids,
with the highest coming in at
$524,000. The project should be com-
plete by mid-2009.

In other business, the board also
discussed at last Thursday’s agenda
meeting a resolution concurring with
the Township of Cranford to reduce
the speed limit on parts of Walnut
Avenue to 25 mph.

Mr. Graziano said actions by
Cranford and the freeholders would
be contingent upon approval by state

officials.
“This has been an ongoing issue in

Cranford because the character of the
street has changed,” said Freeholder
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident who participated in
talks between the county and township.

She said the township’s new com-
munity center on Walnut Avenue has
resulted in additional pedestrians,
while Mr. Graziano said the exist-
ence of neighborhood schools makes
a speed reduction on the roadway
necessary.

In other business, the board will an-
nounce the awarding of $1.2 million in
grants to Union County municipalities
as part of the annual freeholders’ Kids
Recreation Trust Fund matching-grant
program.

Victoria Durbin Drake, adminis-
trator of the county’s Open Space,
Recreation, and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund, said the program
includes three parts. The first con-
sists of scholarships, such as requests
for children to attend summer camps.
Children must meet financial restric-
tions included in the program.

The second part deals with town and
school board requests for grants to
purchase new playground equipment.
The third part of the grant, the “Union
County Playground Initiative,” enables
towns to “enhance, create, acquire or
make better any playground,” Ms.
Drake said. She said all 21 municipali-
ties applied for the grant. School boards
can partner with towns on the grant.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said a reso-
lution would be placed on tonight’s
agenda hiring a firm to address the
engineering and design phase of im-
provements to the dog park at Echo
Lake Park, which rests on the Westfield/
Mountainside border. The initial con-
tract pays the firm $66,000, he said. Ms.
Kowalski has said the county expects
the improvements – including new fenc-
ing, a gazebo, benches and additional
recreation space for dogs – to be com-
pleted by next summer.

County Manager George Devanney
told The Leader and The Times that
the county expects to close on the $8-
million purchase of 13 acres of unde-
veloped land from St. Agnes Roman
Catholic Church and a $1 change-of-
ownership on the 42-acre Clark res-
ervoir. In addition, by the end of the
year, the county will finalize the addi-
tion to the $3.6-million Swartz prop-
erty and close on the $6.25-million
acquisition of land from the 14-acre
Hazelwood Cemetery in Clark.

Ms. Drake said survey, environ-
mental tests and title work must be
completed before the county can close
on the acquisitions. She said Esposito
Park on Madison Hill Road in Clark
is expected to open by the end of the
year. The park will include a walking
path, skateboard park, lighted tennis
courts and children’s playground, as
well as restroom facilities.

Gov. Kean to Speak at WHS
On Childhood Obesity Issue
WESTFIELD – The Overlook Hos-

pital Foundation will host its second
Thomas Glasser Lecture next Thurs-
day, October 18, at 6:30 p.m. at
Westfield High
School, located at
550 Dorian Road.

The featured
speaker will be
former New Jer-
sey Governor and
former president
of Drew Univer-
sity Thomas H.
Kean. He will ad-
dress the issue of
childhood obe-
sity. Mr. Kean,
who was selected
by President
George W. Bush
to chair the 9/11
Commission, cur-
rently serves as
chairman of the
board of the Rob-
ert Wood Johnson Foundation.

“We are delighted to welcome
former Governor Kean as our fea-
tured speaker,” said Ann Oliva, ex-
ecutive director of the Overlook Hos-
pital Foundation. “The issue of child-
hood obesity is of major concern in
our communities, and the foundation

is actively supporting initiatives
throughout our service area to en-
courage healthy lifestyles among our
youngest patient population.”

The Thomas
Glasser Lecture
is the second in
a series of com-
munity lectures
an endowment
from the Tho-
mas Glasser
Foundation at
Overlook Hos-
pital supports.
The foundation
was established
as a tribute to the
memory of Tho-
mas Glasser of
Westfield, who
was killed dur-
ing the terrorist
attacks on the
World Trade
Center in New

York City on September 11, 2001.
The Thomas Glasser Lecture is free

and open to the public, but registra-
tion is required, as seating is limited.
For information and registration, con-
tact Sadia Mohammed at (908) 522-
5330 or
sadia.mohammed@atlantichealth.org.

Former Governor Thomas Kean

CAMPAIGN TRAIL…First Ward Democratic Westfield Council candidate Ross
Katz meets with neighbor Linda Mack last week as the campaign season heats up.

Ferguson Bill Gives Credits
For Energy Star Washers

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Consumers who
purchase Energy Star washing ma-
chines would receive a 25-percent
credit on their federal income tax un-
der legislation sponsored by Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence).

During a press conference held
Monday at Top Line Appliance Center
on North Avenue in Westfield, Mr.
Ferguson said his bill would amount
to a $250 reduction in federal taxes on
an Energy Star appliance priced at
$1,000. Top Line currently sells En-
ergy Star-rated Whirlpool WFW model
front-loader washers for $2,300.

Mr. Ferguson introduced H.R.
3534, the Energy Efficiency Tax credit
for Washers Act, in September. En-
ergy Star certification follows guide-
lines established by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) and the
federal energy department.

“While these may be a little bit more
expensive than a traditional washer
and dryer, you are going to save more
on energy cost because the washer
uses less water – it spins more of the
water out of the clothes so it takes less
energy to dry,” Mr. Ferguson said.
“So, for a consumer, it makes eco-
nomic sense to invest in an Energy
Star washer and dryer. But what we
want to do with my legislation is help
with that up-front cost as well.”

He said in addition to lowering fed-

eral taxes, consumers “will save a lot of
energy” and also cut their utility bills.

“That would be a huge incentive for
someone to actually make the invest-
ment and have the government help
subsidize the initial expense up front,”
said Top Line owner Michael Monetti.

Mr. Monetti said he sells a lot of
front-load washers with the Energy
Star certification. These washers have
a larger capacity than standard wash-
ers. “You’re actually getting three
baskets of laundry in one wash cycle.”

According to a press release Mr.
Ferguson’s office issued at the press
conference, most full-sized Energy
Star washers use 18 to 25 gallons of
water with each load, compared to 40
gallons used by standard washers.

In addition to Whirlpool, General
Electric, LG Electronics and Bosch
make Energy Star appliances, Mr.
Monetti said.

Mr. Ferguson said he would like to
see retailers use the tax credit to market
Energy Star appliances to consumers.

Mr. Monetti said Top Line sells a
lot of their washers to builders. He
said a tax credit for purchasing En-
ergy Star products “would be a big
incentive” for builders, who already
receive a tax credit for advertising
homes as “Energy Star homes.”

The congressman said he would in-
troduce additional pieces of Energy
Star incentive legislation encompasing
refrigerators in the next few months.

Watchung Stable Hosts
Date Night on Horseback

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers announced that Watchung Stable
and Mosaico Restaurant are joining
together to offer Union County’s first
“Date Night at Watchung Stable”
next Friday, October 19, in
Mountainside.

Couples ages 18 years and older
are invited to go out on a date in a new
way – on horseback. Those who at-
tend can visit Lake Surprise and me-
ander through the woods and fields to
discover the wildlife active at dusk in
the Watchung Reservation.

Participants must arrive by 6:45
p.m. to sign in. The ride, approxi-
mately one hour long, will leave at 7
p.m. After the ride, couples may want
to head over to Mosaico Restaurant
for a Northern Italian dinner. Each

couple will receive a $20 gift certifi-
cate courtesy of Mosaico.

No riding experience is necessary;
the ride will involve a leisurely walk.
Pre-registration and pre-payment are
required, as space is limited.

The fee for the date-night trail ride
is $50 per couple for Union County
residents and $60 per couple for out-
of-county participants.

Those wishing to participate should
stop by Watchung Stable, located at
1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.

Mosaico Restaurant is located at
1072 Route 22 West in Mountainside.
Couples wishing to find out about
space availability, directions to the
stable or information about other
riding programs can call (908) 789-
3665 or visit mosaico22.com for more
information.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

Traisental, on the southside of the Danube River (West
of Vienna), is one of Austria’s least known wine

regions.  Gelber Muskateller is too often forgotten as
an important part of Austria’s wine heritage.  The

grape is a form of Muscat, a grape that originated in
Greece.  The Holzer family has been making wine since
1838.  This is filled with nutmeg, orange flowers, roses
and melons.  Great wine that is way under the radar.

Try it with blackened catfish.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 10/17/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $21.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News!

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
Golden Kaan

Pinotage  $8.99
Szoke Matyas
Chardonnay

$14.99

Clos du Haute-Combe
Julienas   $19.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$12.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We have sold a lot of this
wine, a cross between Pinot
Noir and Cinsualt, that is

South Africa’s signature red.
We appear to be the only

ones in the state who have
this, because as far as we
know, it will no longer be
available in New Jersey.
Plums, raspberry, soft

tannins and a hint of spice.
Perfect for burgers and
backyard sipping. Get it

before it is gone.

There is depth to this wine
from Hungary that most

similarly priced California
chardonnays don’t

approach.  Lots of peach,
nectarine and apricot.

There is enough acid to
support the oak-aging and

to make this a balanced and
smooth wine that matches
perfectly with rich chicken

and fish dishes.

From one of the ten villages in
Beaujolais that is allowed to
produce wine under its own

name, this is exceptional.
Light and flavorful with lots of
blackberry and raspberry fruit.
There are also notes of violet,

spice, and mineral.  This works
on its own, with a picnic, or as

an alternative to nouveau at
Thanksgiving.  Don’t let the

Beaujolais name fool you, this
is a serious wine.

Holzer Gelber Muskateller
$24.99


