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Board Denies Omnipoint Request,
Dismisses Cell-Tower Application

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week denied
Omnipoint Communications’ request
to extend the hearing on its application
to place a wireless communication
tower at Willow Grove Swim Club.
The board’s unanimous action means
the company, if it wants to pursue the
project, would have to file a new appli-
cation with the township, officials said.

Dozens of neighborhood residents
applauded at the end of the 90-minute
discussion when a the board voted 6-
0 to deny the extension request and
dismiss the application itself.

The action was taken, according to
board attorney Vincent Loughlin,
“because the case is not ready to
proceed.” Omnipoint sought to continue
the hearing at the board’s December 6
meeting due to what its attorney,
Constantine Stamos, said was a need
for further examination of wetlands
issues at the site. The applicant also
wanted additional time to determine a
new location on the property for the cell
tower and draw up revised site plans.

Mr. Stamos told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times after the meeting that
he had no comment on whether
Omnipoint would file a new
application.

Board members questioned why the
wetlands issue had not been addressed
earlier in the application process. Board
member Brian Doyle said the
township’s environmental
commission, in reviewing the
application earlier in the year, had
identified wetlands near the Willow
Grove property and had forwarded a
recommendation for an environmental
impact study to Omnipoint in April.

Mr. Stamos said the company had
not become aware of the wetlands
issue until three months ago.

Board member Rich Duthie said
that, given the existence of wetlands
elsewhere in that area of Scotch Plains,
“it’s almost a foregone conclusion
that there are wetlands” at the Willow
Grove site.

Mr. Stamos attributed Omnipoint’s
failure to earlier address the wetlands
issue to an oversight by company
officials who had originally examined
the site. A potential wetlands issue
“was not determined at the time the
site was originally identified,” he told
the board.

Board member Chris Abeel, saying
he didn’t think that Omnipoint
“deserves the benefit of the doubt,”
wondered how such an oversight
could have occurred given the “several
hundred” cell-tower applications the
company and its advisors are involved
in every year.

Mr. Stamos, in seeking to put off
the hearing until December, cited case
law to assert that “an applicant is
generally entitled to a continuance of
a hearing” if it is requested.

Richard Samuel, an attorney
representing a resident objecting to
the application, said the application
should be looked at as having been
withdrawn because Omnipoint
admitted it would be drawing new
site plans calling for the proposed
tower to be situated elsewhere on the
Willow Grove property.

Typically, land-use boards require

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMING TO BERKELEY HEIGHTS…Officials and L’Oreal USA executives
break ground for the new state headquarters for the company in the Connell
Corporate Park off Route 78. Pictured, left to right, are: State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), left, Grover Connell of The Connell Company, L’Oréal USA
President and CEO Laurent Attal and Berkeley Heights Mayor David Cohen. The
new building, which will house about 400 employees, is located in the Connell
Corporate Park. The building’s projected completion day is in early 2009.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO SPIN ZONE…Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) checks out a
washing machine at Top Line Appliance Center in Westfield on Monday as he
discusses legislation he has sponsored to provide a 25-percent tax credit on all
federal Energy Star washers. See story on page 3.
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FW GOP Hopefuls Propose
Tax Funds, Killing TDR
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SP Charlie Brown’s
Holds Grand Opening

SCOTCH PLAINS — With con-
struction complete, Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse in Scotch Plains will
open its doors with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony and reception on
Tuesday, October 16, from 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m.

The original restaurant was de-
stroyed by fire last January. Charlie
Brown’s has served Scotch Plains
since June 1, 1975.

Kathy Marques for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BALLOONS OF HOPE...Participants in the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Light the Night Walk gather on the
Presbyterian Church lawn on Mountain Avenue in Westfield. The approximately 700 walkers hold balloons – white ones
for survivors and red for supporters – commemorating lives touched by blood cancers. The event raised more than $96,000
to help find a cure for the cancers, according to Gina Panas of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. See story on page 10.

GRAND OL’ POLITICS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times editor Paul Peyton, left,
discusses Fanwood issues with Republican council candidates Joel Stroz and
Anthony Parenti in the Times offices last Thursday. Watch the full interview and
read up on the candidates at goleader.com/07election.

Topps Meat Co. Closes
Following E-Coli Outbreak

By DEBRA DOWLING
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Shoppers and suppliers of
frozen “Topps” hamburger patties
continue to express surprise that the
family-owned business shut down
Friday after a massive recall proved
too costly for the company to handle.

Less than a week ago, Topps Meat
Company in Elizabeth was the
nation’s largest producer of frozen
beef, but a recall of more than 21-
million pounds of meat that health
officials say may be contaminated
with E-coli bacteria has wiped out the
67-year-old company.

Local supermarkets, including the
Clark and Garwood Shop-Rites and
Kings supermarkets, promptly re-
moved all products following the re-
call late last month.

“I never even knew how much we
carried until we had to get rid of

them,” said a worker at the Garwood
Shop-Rite.

Topps laid off 77 workers Friday,
leaving a skeleton staff of about 10 to
work with U.S. Department of Agri-
culture inspectors and handle paper-
work, but Topps Chief Operating
Officer Anthony D’Urso said the com-
pany would be closing.

“In one week, we have gone from the
largest U.S. manufacturer of frozen
hamburgers to a company that cannot
overcome the economic reality of a
recall this large,” he said. “We sincerely
regret the impact this will have on our
employees, on our customers and sup-
pliers, and the community.”

Bacteria-tainted hamburgers may
have sickened 25 people in eight
states, including a Florida teenager
who reportedly suffered kidney fail-
ure in August after eating a Topps
hamburger patty tainted with E-coli
that her mother bought at Wal-Mart
in the Fort Lauderdale area.

Florida and Indiana appear to have
the largest number of cases, and there
have been four possible cases in New
Jersey, according to the state’s health
department, which is still conducting
an investigation.

“It’s a shame, but E-coli is serious
stuff,” said Karen Archer of Westfield,
who said she had been a regular buyer
of the frozen meat and wondered why
freezer cases suddenly went empty at
Shop-Rite and Wal-Mart.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CERT’S UP…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, recognizes members of the
borough’s Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) at Tuesday night’s
council meeting. Following the team’s successful completion of “extensive train-
ing,” the mayor said the CERT – funded solely by grants and donations – is ready
to help the community “deal with natural disasters...that may be beyond the
control of police, fire and rescue.” See full council story on page 10.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood Council
Republican candidates Anthony
Parenti and Joel Stroz last week listed
ending the Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) program and alleviat-
ing borough property-tax increases
as the core issues of their campaign.

Given Republican defeats at the
election polls the last few years, Mr.
Parenti, the borough’s former police
chief, said he and Mr. Stroz, an attor-
ney, have been more active in their
campaigns than candidates in previ-
ous years.

Mr. Parenti said he has talked to
residents about what he termed a “large
increase in taxes” for municipal ser-
vices and “potential threats” to the
borough’s character from proposed
developments in the downtown area.

“We feel we can give this cam-
paign enough concentration that it
needs – hopefully [enough] to get
elected,” Mr. Parenti said.

The former chief said, as head of
the Union County Police Academy
for 10 years, he had to take a pledge
that he would not be involved in poli-
tics “in any shape or form” during
that tenure. Thus, this is his first dip
into politics.

On child safety, Mr. Parenti said, if
elected, “We are going to offer pro-
grams to parents…in the evening on
how to prevent molestation.”

On the TDR issue, Mr. Stroz said
the borough’s TDR program “was
really [designed] to permit develop-
ers to get their way around existing

zoning law…and to put together high-
density projects or apartments or resi-
dential units beyond the density al-
lowed by ordinary zoning laws.”

He called the program a “rather big
and radical step,” noting that the all-
Democratic council has put the issue
on hold until December.

“That means after the election cycle,
they will be able to bring it back
up…and move it forward,” Mr. Stroz
said. “This program would allow for
242 residential units [to be built] from
between Terrill Road and Martine
[Avenue]. That’s beyond the down-
town development block. That’s the
entire South Avenue from Terrill to
Martine to be developed potentially
under this program.”

He said such a development would
increase the number of children in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school sys-
tem and lead to increased traffic.

Under the TDR program, funded
through a grant from the state’s De-
partment of Community Affairs, de-
velopers would purchase rights to
build in a “receiving area,” an area
targeted for growth. In the borough’s
case, the receiving district would com-
prise the downtown business district.
The funding would then be used to
preserve land in a “sending area” –
Fanwood’s historic district.

“I think what’s happened is that
people are starting to now get wind of
what one-party government really
means. And that means that essentially
everything gets spun in such a way, and
the participants fall into a group-think

SP Recreaction Chair: Commission
Is Becoming ‘Political Football’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thirteen
residents, including four members of
the township recreation commission
and representatives from local youth
sports leagues, spoke at Tuesday’s
township council meeting in defense
of the efforts of the commission and
the performance of township Recre-

ation Director Ray Poerio.
What Mayor Martin Marks de-

scribed as “a demeaning attack” on the
commission and Mr. Poerio in a letter
from Richard Samuel, the township
Democratic Party chairman, published
in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
prompted a 90-minute discussion on
the topic at Tuesday’s meeting.

In his October 4 letter, Mr. Samuel
criticized the commission and Mr.
Poerio for their revenue projections
at the mini-golf facility that opened a
year ago, figures that he said were
overly optimistic and had been pro-
vided by the contractor who built the
course.

In his letter, Mr. Samuel said Mr.
Poerio and the commission “believed
the contractor has [sic] now been as-
signed by our township manager to
interview and recommend an archi-
tect” for the proposed senior/commu-
nity center at Scotch Hills Country
Club. Mr. Samuel also took issue with
the use of a county senior-citizens
grant, issued years ago, to build a new
pro-shop building with rooms set aside
for seniors, even though, he claimed,
those rooms “sit idle to this day.”

At Tuesday night’s meeting, those
who spoke unanimously praised the
work of the commission and Mr.
Poerio. Commission Chairman Ed
Zazzali said he was “embarrassed that
we’re becoming a political football.”

Rick Sands, the outgoing president
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association, praised the
work of the commission and Mr.
Poerio, as did Rich Duthie, who
pointed out that commission mem-
bers are “apolitical volunteers” who
are “highly respected members of the
community.”

Commission members Robert
Giordanella, James Walsh and Dou-
glas Layne also spoke about the

commission’s work and defended
their efforts in recent years.

Former Councilman Frank Rossi
said the commission, to which he was
liaison during his seven years on the
council, “has become a political foot-
ball” this year. “When we start kick-
ing our volunteers, we’re really cross-
ing the line,” he said.

Referring to Mr. Samuel’s letter, in
which he urged senior citizens to “kick
the tires” and investigate projects aimed
at them, Mr. Rossi agreed with that
sentiment. “Kick the tires, yes. But
don’t kick the teeth of our volunteers.”

When Mr. Rossi asked the council
if any member agreed with Mr.
Samuel’s sentiments, none did, with
all council members praising the work
of township volunteers.

After, the discussion then turned to
a host of other issues, including rev-
enues at the mini-golf course, condi-
tions at the two firehouses and work-
place conditions in multiple town-
ship buildings.

Councilman Kevin Glover said the
local government should address the
needs of the volunteer fire depart-
ment and, specifically, the conditions
at the firehouses, which he said are in
need of repair. “We owe them a safe
building.”

Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
the motivation behind Mr. Samuel’s
criticisms, which she said were “po-
litical,” were the “lowest form of criti-
cism you can get.” She said she won-
dered whether “volunteers will con-
tinue to volunteer in a town where
that is so prevalent.”

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said, “If we had to pay for the services
that volunteers do, taxes would sky-
rocket.”

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, liai-
son to the recreation commission,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


