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POLICE BLOTTER

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
SPIN ME RIGHT ’ROUND…Spin art spans the test of time at the Mountainside PTA’s fall festival, held every year for nearly half a century at Deerfield Elementary
School; KEEPING COOL…Volunteers from the Mountainside PTA and Fire Department (left to right, Vincent Conte, Dana Fischer, Mary Jo Nicholson, Kevin
Rodgers and Jessica and Rebecca Paskow) keep things cool with Italian ices; ROCK OUT…A climber scales a rock wall, a new addition to the festival this year.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
COMING TO BERKELEY HEIGHTS…Officials and L’Oreal USA executives
break ground for the new state headquarters for the company in the Connell
Corporate Park off Route 78. Pictured, from left to right, are: State Senator Tom
Kean Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), Grover Connell of The Connell Company, L’Oréal
USA President and CEO Laurent Attal and Berkeley Heights Mayor David Cohen.
The projected completion date for the new building, which will house about 400
employees, is in early 2009.

with the current mayor and council
[concerning the structure]…I will be
100 percent behind [attempting to
communicate with Elizabeth]. I want
to have a very good open dialogue.”

Second Ward –
Jo Ann Neylan

Over the summer, Cacciola Place
residents reached out to their repre-
sentatives and the newspaper, reveal-
ing that a neighboring property had
fallen into raccoon-infested disrepair.

In September, the owner of said
property pleaded guilty in municipal
court to failing to satisfactorily up-
hold maintenance-code standards and
to causing conditions that brought
about the spreading of vermin. Judge
Brenda Cuba levied a $1,000 fine for
the two summonses.

Ms. Neylan, a former practicing at-
torney, said, “The raccoons are gone.
It’s been boarded up. The most impor-
tant thing was safety. The residents of
the house came to the council meeting
very upset and disturbed that they were
living in an environment that was un-
safe, and as soon as we heard it, myself
and co-councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
went out the next day.”

While admitting “it’s not 100 per-
cent resolved,” she said that “the sys-
tem is working, where whatever could
be done legally has been done. The
most important thing is that the con-
stituents there realize that no matter
where you live within Ward 2, we are
there.”

Saying she is “very proud of the
work” she has done as chairman of
the public works committee for the
last two years, she touted her role in
continuing the White Paper Study
that began with then-third-ward coun-
cilman Andrew Skibitsky.

“The objective was to promote ef-
ficiency, effectiveness and also to do
so with no increase in headcount at
the [public works] department, while
cutting out some salary,” she said. As
a consequence of the study, she said,
the council enjoys direct contact with
Claude Schaffer, the head of the con-
struction and maintenance area, who
reports to them regularly.

Third Ward –
Mark Ciarrocca

Commenting on the White Paper
Study, Mr. Ciarrocca said it was
“unique” that the town opted not to
pay a consultant to suggest changes,
choosing to have volunteers provide
their insights instead.

“They came in and put in hundreds
of hours towards this project. The divi-
dends are paying off in the efficiency
and the cost savings. There have been
significant improvements,” he said.

Mr. Ciarrocca, the current acting
mayor, has stated his intention to add
100 surface spaces to the downtown.

“We have a couple of unique ideas,”
he said, noting that next year, the
town will address the lot across from
the post office.

“The idea there is to take the last
block of Lenox Avenue (spots be-
tween Central and North Avenues)
and incorporate that into that parking
lot, picking up probably around 20
spaces; in addition, it will make that
intersection (Central /Lenox Avenues)
safer.”

In the North Avenue lot, adjacent to
the fire department, he believes the
town can “pick up a significant num-
ber of spaces.”

He added, “All bets are off.
Everything’s on the table as to what
we can use for spaces here. Also,
there’s a lot that’s behind the Jolly
Trolley – that’s town property.”

When asked if he has considered
the possibility that making use of
those spaces could encumber the fire
department’s operation or violate the
town’s agreement with the Westfield
Inn, he said, “We took into consider-
ation the fire department’s ability to
move apparatuses and the town’s
agreement with the inn.”

“We’ve researched the agreement
between the town and the Westfield
Inn. There’s an agreement that was
signed years ago that had to do with
them putting up a retaining wall and
getting access to some of the spaces.
We’ve had discussions with Chief
[Dan] Kelly…There will be nothing
that will compromise safety.”
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WF Hosts ‘Light the Night’
Walk for Leukemia Research

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield was all
aglow on Saturday evening with the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s
“Light the Night Walk.” The event
began at the Presbyterian Church on
Mountain Avenue, with hundreds of
people enjoying refreshments, sand-
wiches, music and socializing on the
warm evening.

The church ground was inundated
with balloons – white ones for survi-
vors and red for supporters – com-
memorating lives touched by blood
cancers.

“The weather was perfect for a
walk, and walking for a great cause
makes it even better,” said walker
Mitch Hatfield of Union.

“The event raised over $96,000, with
approximately 700 participants and
38 volunteers,” said Gina Panas, deputy
executive director of the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society. “More than
76 percent of funds raised by the Soci-
ety are used to advance its mission of
finding a cure. Last year, the nation-
wide [Light the Night] Walk raised
$32 million, so we were very pleased
to pass it this year,” said Ms. Panas.

Walkers that wore red T-shirts had
indiviudally raised more than $1,000
for the event. Collectively, the Bright
Light Walkers raised more than $70,000.

Twenty-five-year-old Westfield
native Craig Goldberg was this year’s
honored patient. He was diagnosed
with Acute Mylocytic Leukemia
(AML) shortly after graduating from
Lehigh University at the age of 22.

“When my parents told me the
news, instead of being upset I just
said, ‘It’s O.K., I’m going to beat it,’”
he said. He was cancer free by his
23rd birthday.

Mr. Goldberg lives in Clark and has
been teaching English and journal-
ism at Kumpf Middle School for three
years while also coaching boys soc-
cer at Kumpf and baseball at Abraham
L. Johnson High School.

“It’s a powerful feeling to say that
I am a survivor. People say, ‘Why
me?’ I say I was diagnosed so that I
can help others,” he said.

The Tarabokia family of Berkeley
Heights stood out in their bright or-
ange shirts. First-time walkers, they
were there with family and friends to
support their 5-year-old son
Nicholas’s struggle with Acute
Lymplositis Leukemia (ALL). They
have raised more than $2,300 for the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

The Kirschner family came out to
honor their father, Martin Kirschner
from Staten Island, who passed away of
lymphoma in 2006 at age 64. “It’s a
great way to meet other people, and it’s
a wonderful organization to raise money
for,” said one of his children. This is the
second time they have done the walk.

As hundreds of people strolled the
two-mile walk with lit balloons,
passerbys wondered what was going
on. “I thought it was some kind of
parade. But now that I know, I think
it’s really neat and will join next year,”
said Susanna Krause of Watchung.

Walker Marcos Giacommi, visting
relatives from Italy, said, “What bet-
ter way to get kids out of the house,
off the Playstation, exercise and learn
about helping others?”

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Soci-
ety was founded in 1949 and is the
“world’s largest voluntary health or-
ganization dedicated to funding blood
cancer research, education and pa-
tient services,” said Kristin Auci, Light
the Night campaign coordinator.

For more information on Light The
Night, contact the Northern New Jer-
sey Chapter of the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society at (908) 654-9445 or
lightthenight.org/nnj.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
WALKING STRONG...The Tarabokia family of Berkeley Heights, first-time
walkers at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Light the Night Walk in
Westfield on Saturday, have raised more than $2,300 for the cause. They came
with family and friends to support their 5-year-old son Nicholas’ struggle with
Acute Lymplositis Leukemia.

cluding for Wakefern Foods of Eliza-
beth, the retailer-owned cooperative
of Shop-Rite that distributes store-
brand products.

Joseph Barbato, manager of the
Garwood Shop-Rite, confirmed the
store had been a retailer of Topps
products but referred further ques-
tions to the company’s Elizabeth head-
quarters.

Corporate representatives of
Wakefern and Parsippany-based
Kings Supermarkets were not imme-
diately available to comment yester-
day. Recalled products specifically
include certain 10-pound boxes of
Butcher’s Best 100-percent all-beef
patties, certain 10-pound boxes of
Kohler Foods burgers, certain 10-
pound boxes of Sand Castle fine meat,
some two-pound boxes of Topps 100-
percent pure-ground-beef hamburg-
ers and some three-pound boxes of
Topps 100-percent pure-ground-beef
hamburgers.

E-coli generally causes stomach
cramps and nausea that clear up in a
few days, but it can be deadly to the
very young, the very old and those
with compromised immune systems.
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Westfield
Wednesday, October 3, Kasaidsme

Barlow, 30, of Plainfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on a
North Plainfield warrant with bail of
$800. Barlow was turned over to the
North Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, October 3, Lamar
Mackson, 37, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on a Plainfield warrant dur-
ing a motor-vehicle stop at North
Avenue, East, and St. Paul Street. He
was released after posting $148 bail.

Wednesday, October 3, Jaqual
Weatherington, 20, of Tobyhanna, Pa.
was arrested for alleged possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana dur-
ing a motor-vehicle stop at Central and
Terminal Avenues in Clark. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Thursday, October 4, Joseph Spen-
cer, 3rd, 30, of Somerset was arrested
on a New Brunswick warrant follow-
ing a motor-vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Drake Place. He was
released after posting $600 bail.

Thursday, October 4, Dayle
Glassman, 64, of Springfield was ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting
$88 worth of clothing from a business
on the 600 block of North Avenue,
West. She was released on her own
recognizance with a summons.

Thursday, October 4, Steven Sears,
27, of Colonia was arrested on a New-
ark warrant after a motor-vehicle stop
at North and Central Avenues. He
was released after posting $250 bail.

Friday, October 5, Christopher
Newman, 23, of Newark was arrested
on a Rahway warrant following a mo-
tor-vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Virginia Street. He was turned over to
the Rahway Police Department.

Saturday, October 6, a Westfield
resident reported that her motor ve-
hicle was burglarized while parked in
a church lot on Mountain Avenue.
The front passenger window was
smashed and a pocketbook contain-
ing a cellular telephone, credit cards
and cash, among other items, was
removed. The total amount of the
theft was approximately $415.

Sunday, October 7, Michael
Gelnovatch, 27, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 1000 block of Prospect
Street and charged with escape for
allegedly leaving a state Department
of Corrections halfway house in New-
ark. He was turned over to the De-
partment of Corrections.

Sunday, October 7, a resident of
the 500 block of North Avenue, East,
reported the theft of his motor vehicle
from the driveway of his residence.

Mountainside
Monday, October 1, a woman told

police that someone wrote and an
obscenity using ketchup on the trunk
lid of her 1992 Mercedes Benz while
it was parked in her driveway on
Locust Avenue. Police said some-
thing else was written on the left
quarter panel but ran off due to mois-
ture and gravity.

Monday, October 1, a homeowner
on Old Tote Road reported that some-
one drove over the curb on the Cen-
tral Avenue side of the house and ran
over an Arborvitae Bush and through
a six-foot vinyl fence. Patio furniture
was also damaged. Total damage was
estimated at $1,000.

Upon an investigation, police said
they determined that a limousine driver
made a U-turn in the victim’s drive-
way and backed into the fence. When
contacted by police while getting re-
pairs at a body shop in Long Island
City, N.Y., the limo driver admitted to
jumping the curb but thought he had
only brushed against the bush and was
unaware of the other damage.

He was issued summonses for leav-
ing the scene of an accident, failure to
report an accident and careless driv-
ing, police said.

Monday, October 5, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 21, of Plainfield, was ar-
rested and charged with driving with
a suspended license. He was stopped
on Route 22 West for driving without
an inspection sticker.

Monday, October 5, Ivelina
Penaacevedo, 25, Newark, was ar-
rested and charged with credit-card
fraud and theft by deception follow-
ing an investigation.

Monday, October 8, Michael G.
Kilcore, Jr., 48, of Union Beach was
arrested on Glenn Road on an out-
standing Union Beach warrant.

Monday, October 8, Maite Aquino,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside for $639. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 1, a resident re-

ported that a former friend confronted
him on Westfield Avenue and yelled
obscenities at him.

Monday, October 1, Jeff Kirby, 53,
of Scotch Plains was arrested for pos-
session of marijuana after officers
responded to a report of a distur-
bance. He was transported to head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, October 2, an employee
of a South Avenue business reported
that a former friend hit her several
times on the arms and chest as she
was leaving work. According to po-
lice, the victim stated there had been
problems in the past with the suspect,
and she intends to file charges.

Wednesday, October 3, Gabriel
Adenu, 29, of Elizabeth, was arrested
for driving with a suspended license,
for being an uninsured driver and for
an outstanding warrant out of Eliza-
beth for $580. He was initially stopped
for failing to have his vehicle inspected.

Friday, October 5, a student at the
Union County Vocational Technical
School reported that someone re-
moved his iPod, valued at $100, from
the inside of his jacket.

Saturday, October 6, Judith
Polinchock, 37, of Union was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after police smelled a
strong odor of alcohol coming from
the vehicle. She was transported to
headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, October 6, a student at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School reported that someone re-
moved his bicycle, valued at $200,
from the back of the school.

Sunday, October 7, Eddie Williams,
27, of Somerset was arrested and
charged with DWI after officers found
him asleep at the wheel of is vehicle
at a traffic light on Mountain Avenue.
Officers also smelled a strong odor of
alcohol, police said. Williams was
processed and released.

Fanwood
Monday, October 1, a business in

the 100 block of South Avenue re-
ported that sometime between Sep-
tember 28 and October 1, someone
broke into three vehicles, removing a
radio from one.

Tuesday, October 2, Linda
Schweikert, 64, of Fanwood was ar-
rested for obstruction of justice after a
motor-vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Tuesday, October 2, police ob-
served graffiti on Sheelens Crossing
Bridge. The incident is under investi-
gation, police said.

Wednesday, October 3, Giancarlo
A. Pesantez, 25, of Kenilworth was
arrested on a Scotch Plains warrant
after a motor-vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.

Wednesday, October 3, Stefanie C.
White, 48, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Clark
after a motor-vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue.

Thursday, October 4, Kathryn M.
Magnus, 49, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Clark warrant after
a motor-vehicle stop on Arlene Court.

Friday, October 5, Lotoya S. Kidd,
25, of Islin was arrested on an out-
standing Newark warrant after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, October 6, Henry A.
Bennett, Jr., 54, of Greensburg, PA
was arrested on an outstanding
Sayerville warrant after a motor-ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, October 6, Jeffrey J.
Harrell, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding Bridgewater Town-
ship warrant after a motor-vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Sunday, October 7, Miltonia Will-
iams, 55, of Westfield was arrested
for an outstanding Westfield warrant
after a motor-vehicle stop on South
Avenue.

Monday, October 8, Charlotte M.
Muhammad, 37, of Elizabeth was
arrested on an outstanding Monmouth
County Sheriff’s Department no-bail
warrant and a Neptune warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Garwood Council Tables
Beer-Keg Ordinance

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil tabled an ordinance Tuesday night
that would have required a registra-
tion of all sales of beer kegs in the
borough. The council’s decision fol-
lows similar action by Mountainside,
where the council opted Tuesday night
not to hold a second reading and
adoption vote on its ordinance.

Garwood Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud said he wanted more time to
review language in the ordinance be-
fore the council acts on the municipal
law. The council tabled the ordinance
until its Tuesday, October 23 meeting.

Officials announced Tuesday night
that the borough has applied for a
grant from the state’s Green Acres
program for the athletic complex at
James V. Guerriero Memorial Field,
the borough’s Little League field lo-
cated on Myrtle Avenue.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, the $2.1-million
project includes a new athletic field
with a new soccer/hockey/baseball
field, upgraded recreational ameni-
ties, a walking track and a field house.
If the Green Acres grant were ap-
proved, the borough would receive
25 percent of the actual costs to com-
plete the field complex, which would
amount to $554,000.

In other business, the governing
body passed an ordinance allocating
$76,000 to purchase a handicapped-
accessible senior-citizen bus. Officials
said the bus would transport seniors to
and from events and serve other pur-
poses deemed fit by borough officials.

Council President Charles

Lombardo spoke as the chairman for
the streets and roads committee. He
said “biodegradable leaf bags are avail-
able at the public garage, Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.”

As chairman of the committee on
aging, Mr. Lombardo also spoke about
the new “senior-leaf clean-up pro-
gram” at no extra cost for eligible-
income seniors. “Someone will help
you collect and bag your leaves. This
program should be very helpful for
our seniors,” he said.

The next council meeting will be
on October 23, at 7:15 p.m. The coun-
cil encouraged citizens to attend and
voice their opinions.

Fourth Ward –
Jim Foerst

Mr. Foerst, a champion of a con-
trolled-growth policy when dealing
with overdevelopment in Westfield,
has – through his role as chairman of
the code review and town property
committee – helped produce policies
that make teardown sites safer, he said.

However, two builders in particular
within the last month have requested
“more of a dialogue between builders
and the town.”

When asked to assess the present
level of dialogue, Mr. Foerst said that
as part of the land-use task force,
which should have its final recom-
mendations by the final quarter of
this year, one of the first constituency
groups Chairman William Heinbokel
addressed was the building and de-
velopment community.

“I handed every single one of those
people my business card and my
phone number,” Mr. Foerst said.
“They certainly know where town
hall is…I’ve encouraged them, at any
point they want, to come to us and say
‘this is a hardship.’”

He added, “I’ve said, ‘Don’t sim-
ply object to change without coming
to us and giving us an example of
what a solution is.’ If any of them
want to come to us and give us con-
structive assistance in terms of fos-
tering a better relationship…[do so]
any time. [My number is] (908) 233
3251. Give me a call.”

When asked when the high-school
parking situation would ease, Mr.
Foerst said he “can’t promise any
[specific] time.”

However, he said the council has
formulated a “tremendous plan” that
would involve utilizing additional
space (about 40 feet) near the high-
school fields to add more spots. The
town would then enter into a lease
agreement, with improvements
funded by high-school students who
would pay for the permits.

“I’ve spoken to several of the high-
school students, who tell me that our
proposal – for $100 a year, which is a
mere $10 a month – is certainly some-
thing that they would be willing to
pay for, and then that funds that entire
improvement.”

He remains “disappointed” that
multiple high-school parking plans
during his council tenure have not
come to fruition but has “renewed
hope” that the mayor would be able to
negotiate an amenable agreement with
the new school board president and
second-year principal, in addition to
the new superintendent, who has al-
ready convened with the mayor to
discuss the issue.

Watch the full interview and read
up on all Westfield and local candi-
dates at goleader.com/07election.

SP Charlie Brown’s
Plans Grand Opening

SCOTCH PLAINS — With con-
struction complete, Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse in Scotch Plains will
open its doors with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony and reception on
Tuesday, October 16, from 2 to 4
p.m.

The original restaurant was de-
stroyed by fire last January. Charlie
Brown’s has served Scotch Plains
since June 1, 1975.
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MS Council
“We could possibly deny young

people who are caught vandalizing
borough property the privilege of en-
joying a particular facility or program,”
said Borough Attorney John Post.

Some councilmen raised questions
about the punishment people who
vandalize borough property may face.
“Not to play devil’s advocate, but
what if a person has an epiphany and
they want to sign up for soccer? We’re
taking that option away from them,”
Mr. Mortimer said.

“You may be taking out an oppor-
tunity for a kid to be involved,” said
Councilman William Lane.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Mike Disko reported on a sink-
hole, caused by a storm sewer that is
settling in, located on Knollcrest Road.
He said the sinkhole, which is getting
“bigger and bigger,” needs to be re-
paired, which could cost anywhere
between $175,000 and $225,000.

That cost includes any restoration
fees the borough may acquire while
trying to repair it.

The council’s regular meeting will
be held next Tuesday, October 16.


