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Imperial Brass Wish Public
A ‘Brassy Little Christmas’
WESTFIELD – The Imperial Brass

will perform two holiday concerts in
early December and will celebrate
the release of their new CD, “Have
Yourself A Brassy Little Christmas.”

Guest conductor Glen Daum and
guest soloist Claudia Perry will join
the Imperial Brass, a 27-piece brass
ensemble based in Westfield.

The band, known for performing a
wide range of musical stylings, fo-
cused on well-known holiday works.
The all-brass instrumentation and
unique arrangements brings a musi-
cal appeal to all.

To appeal to audience members of
all generations, the band will perform
classics such as “White Christmas”
by Irving Berlin, “O Holy Night,”
“Jingle Bells” and “Sleigh Ride” by
Leroy Anderson.

The Imperial Brass will perform a
trio of works originally arranged for
the Canadian Brass and New York
Philharmonic Brass Quintet that were

subsequently reworked for the in-
strumentation of the Imperial Brass
for the CD and upcoming concerts.

These selections include “Rhap-
sody Noel” by Joseph Turrin, “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”
arranged by Glen Daum and “Santa
Claus is Coming to Town” arranged
by Mark Freeh.

Additional highlights for the
evening include “Farandole” from
George Bizet’s opera L’Arlessienne
and “New Born Babe” by Bruce
Broughton.

Glen Daum joins the Imperial Brass
as guest conductor, having conducted
the ensemble for the recording of
“Have Yourself A Brassy Little Christ-
mas.” He has been an active com-
poser, arranger and producer in New
York for 25 years.

Guest artists on the album include
Joseph Alessi, Warren Vache and
Laura Schutter.

Mr. Alessi is currently principal
trombonist with the New York Phil-
harmonic and on the faculty of The
Juilliard School. Mr. Vache is a musi-
cian on the cornet, trumpet and
flugelhorn and has recorded with art-
ists such as Benny Goodman, Rose-
mary Clooney and Woody Herman.

Ms. Schutter is a singer/actress,
having performed on Broadway in
works such as The Apple Tree, Kiss
Me Kate and currently in Mary
Poppins.

The Imperial Brass will perform
this Sunday at 3 p.m. at the Zion
Lutheran Church located at 941
Slocum Avenue in Ridgefield. For
further information, contact (201)
945-1873.

The group will also perform on
Saturday, December 8, at 7 p.m. at the
Redeemer Lutheran Church located
at 229 Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield. For information, contact
(908) 232-1592.

HAVE YOURSELF...The Imperial Brass wishes Westfield residents a “Brassy
Little Christmas.” The Imperial Brass will perform this Sunday at the Zion
Lutheran Church in Ridgefield and next Saturday at Westfield’s Redeemer
Lutheran Church.

Westfield Chorale Presents
‘Carols’ This Weekend

Chansonettes to Present
‘Once Upon A Holiday’

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield will begin its tour for the
upcoming holiday season, entitled
“Once Upon a Holiday,” on Sunday,
December 2, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

 The program will feature songs of
the season, including “Christmas on
Broadway,” “The Bells,” African
Noel,” “Hanukah Nagilah” and “Let
There Be Peace on Earth.”

The tour will continue on Tuesday,
December 4 at Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights;
Wednesday, December 5, at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in
Westfield; Tuesday, December 11, at
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in
Garwood and on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 12, at Winchester Gardens in
Maplewood.

The Chansonettes is an all women’s
choral group under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda. For more information, call vice
presidents Nancy Vickers at (908)
654-8675 or Claudia Osborne at (908)
232-0477.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Cho-
rale appears this weekend for the 20th
year at the First Baptist Church’s
annual “Carols in the Round” pro-
gram.

The Chorale will lead the audience
in carols while also singing Christ-
mas favorites such as “Do You Hear
What I Hear?” “Carol of the Bells,”
Gustav Holsts’s “Christmas Day” and
Adolphe Adam’s “Cantique de Noel.”

The Westfield Chorale’s presence
in this annual program began in 1987
when William Mathews, minister of
music at First Baptist and Westfield
High School choral director, started
the group with 23 high-school stu-
dents.

Since that time, 392 singers have
given their time and talents to present
a program, which is now one of
Westfield’s Christmas traditions.

The Chorale has made three re-
cordings over the years and donated

its net proceeds from the concert
(more than $38,000) to local chari-
ties, with this year’s recipient being
the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation in
Scotch Plains.

“Carols in the Round” will be held
this Saturday and Sunday, December
1 and 2, at 4 p.m. Although Saturday’s
performance has been sold out, a num-
ber of tickets, which can be purchased
for $8, remain for the Sunday con-
cert.

To reserve tickets, call the First
Baptist Church at (908) 233-2278 or
e-mail the church at
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.
The church is located at 170 Elm
Street, across from the Bank of
America.
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Recent Home Sales

Gregory P. and Tara R. Shugar to
Michael and Jennifer Concannon, 765
Clarence Street, $990,000.

Fox and Foxx Development, LLC
to Nicola S. Morris and John W. Van
Lonkhuyzen, 719 Harding Street,
$1,027,582.

Angelina Wansaw to Janice
Papandrea, 629 Stirling Place,
$570,000.

Barbara J. McCarthy to Thomas
Diaz and Dana Uszal, 118 Virginia
Street, $405,000.

Florence M. Zhelesnik to Charles
R. and Lisa A. Ostroff, 532 Coleman
Place, $600,000.

Thomas H. and Rhonda L. Kean,
Jr. to James and Kristi Murray, 405
Harrison Avenue, $730,000.

Angela I. Powers to Edward
McGovern, 3rd, 637 Drake Place,
$495,000.

Debra Gayle Sruart to John F. and
Rebecca V. Schroppe, 624 Drake
Place, $520,000.

David M. and Lori Danieli to Old
Republic National Title Insurance
Co., 138 Greene Place, $784,000.

Old Republic National Title Insur-
ance Co. to Frank and Melissa
Richards, 138 Greene Place,
$665,000.

THINKING YOUNG…Retired engineer Sam Bayer spoke to the Rotary Club of
Westfield November 13 regarding ways to counteract the aging process. He
discussed Dr. William Evans’ book “Astrofit,” which touts exercise, diet and a
positive attitude to minimize the effects of normal aging. Pictured with Mr. Bayer
is Rotarian Diana Taylor, an associate with Century 21 Taylor and Love in
Westfield, who has perfect attendance at the club’s weekly meetings for 19 years.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets for lunch and a program every Tuesday from
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

GIVE TO OTHERS...While visiting pre-kindergarten students, Westfielders
Alejandro Vollbrechthausen and Nicholas D’Amore, fifth graders at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, explained the importance of helping others by
donating canned goods, hams and turkeys to the Lower School food drive.
Alejandro is the son of Alejandro and Lucila Vollbrechthausen. Nicholas is the son
of Anthony and Tammy D’Amore.

Children’s Entertainer
To Visit For Hanukkah

SCOTCH PLAINS – Children’s
performer ShirLaLa will visit the Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey on Thursday, Decem-
ber 6, at 6:30 p.m. to help area fami-
lies celebrate Hanukkah.

The entertainer will present a “fast,
fun and frenetic show,” according to
the JCC. A traditional candle-light-
ing ceremony will complete the cel-
ebration.

Everyone is welcome to attend.
Tickets are $10 per adult and $8 per
child. All attendees will receive a
goody bag of Hanukkah treats.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, contact Dana Brenner at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 203,
or dbrenner@jccnj.org.

Arts & Education News

Clean Elections Districts Are
Different in New Jersey Poll
AREA – Compared to voters

statewide, voters in the experimen-
tal clean elections districts were
more likely to say they had heard or
read about clean elections legisla-
tion and had heard or read about the
legislative races in their district.

According to a study undertaken
jointly by Rutgers’ Eagleton Insti-
tute of Politics and Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s Public Mind
Poll for the Clean Elections Citi-
zens’ Advisory Committee, 22 per-
cent of likely voters statewide but
44 percent of voters in clean elec-
tions districts heard some or quite a
lot about the experimental legisla-
tion. In addition, just 37 percent of
likely voters statewide compared to
70 percent of likely voters in clean
elections districts reported they
heard some or quite a lot about the
legislative races in their district.

“There was a distinct and posi-
tive change this year in voters’
awareness of the reform legislation
compared to two years ago,” said
Tim Vercellotti, director of polling
at Eagleton.

Voters in clean elections districts
were also far more likely than other
voters around the state to say their
legislative races focused on candi-
dates’ issue positions rather than on
personalities. While 41 percent of
voters in clean elections districts
said their campaigns stressed is-
sues and 42 percent said their cam-
paigns stressed personal character-
istics, just 25 percent of voters state-
wide said their legislative races
stressed issues and 45 percent said
the campaign emphasized person-
ality.

“A campaign focused on issues
rather than on personality is what
you hope happens with public fi-
nancing of elections,” said Ingrid
Reed, Director of the New Jersey
Project at Eagleton.

Likely voters in clean election
districts reported getting more di-
rect mailings from the campaigns
than voters statewide (82 percent to
49 percent) and reading more ar-
ticles in the newspaper about their
races (74 percent to 56 percent).
However only one in four voters (28
percent) in the clean elections dis-
tricts could remember receiving any

mailings from the state — mailings
that were supposed to explain and
promote participation in the clean
elections races.

One thing that did not differ much
between statewide surveys and sur-
veys in the clean elections districts
was voters’ trust in the legislature.
Only 14 percent of voters statewide
and 20 percent of voters in the clean
elections districts said they can trust
the state legislature to do what is
right most or all of the time. Like-
wise, 55 percent of voters statewide
and 52 percent of voters in clean
elections districts said they are “very
concerned” about the influence of
campaign contributors on the state
legislature after the election.

In addition, 39 percent of likely
voters statewide and 41 percent of
voters in clean election districts said
they are “not confident at all” that
public financing can reduce the in-
fluence of large donors in the politi-
cal process.

“People’s skepticism about the
election process shows up in low
turnout, low trust in government
and high concern about the influ-
ence of money,” said Peter Woolley,
director of the Fairleigh Dickinson
University poll. “But public skepti-
cism also applies to public financ-
ing as a solution.”

Statewide polls were taken Sep-
tember 21 to 26 and October 22 to
28 and have a margin of error of +/
- 4 percentage points. The clean
elections districts – the 14th, 24th
and 37th legislative districts – were
polled October 29 through Novem-
ber 5 and have a margin of error of
+/- 5 percentage points. The study
was underwritten by the Fund for
New Jersey and the New Jersey
Chamber of Commerce.

For more information, see
publicmind.fdu.edu and
eagletonpoll.rutgers.edu/

All interviews were conducted by
telephone by professionally trained
interviewers using a CATI (Com-
puter Assisted Telephone Interview-
ing system). Respondents in state-
wide surveys were identified by ran-
dom digit dialing (RDD). Respon-
dents in clean elections legislative
districts were identified through reg-
istered voter lists.

Internal Revenue Announces
2008 Standard Mileage Rates

WASHINGTON — The Internal
Revenue Service Tuesday issued the
2008 optional standard-mileage rates
used to calculate the deductible costs
of operating an automobile for busi-
ness, charitable, medical or moving
purposes. Beginning January 1, the
standard-mileage rates for the use of
a car (including vans, pickups or panel
trucks) will be: 50.5 cents per mile
for business miles driven; 19 cents
per mile driven for medical or mov-
ing purposes and 14 cents per mile
driven in service of charitable organi-
zations.

The new rate for business miles
compares to a rate of 48.5 cents per
mile for 2007. The new rate for medi-
cal and moving purposes compares to
20 cents in 2007. The rate for miles
driven in service of charitable organi-
zations has remained the same.

The standard-mileage rate for busi-

ness is based on an annual study of
the fixed and variable costs of operat-
ing an automobile; the standard rate
for medical and moving purposes is
based on the variable costs as deter-
mined by the same study. Runzheimer
International, an independent con-
tractor, conducted the study for the
IRS.

The mileage rate for charitable
miles is set by law. According to the
IRS, a taxpayer may not use the busi-
ness standard-mileage rate for a ve-
hicle after using any depreciation
method under the Modified Acceler-
ated Cost Recovery System
(MACRS), after claiming a Section
179 deduction for that vehicle, for
any vehicle used for hire or for more
than four vehicles used simulta-
neously. Revenue Procedure 2007-
70 contains additional information
on these standard mileage rates.

FEAST…Students at St. Bartholomew
Academy (SBA) celebrated Thanks-
giving as a school family on November
20. They feasted on turkey, mashed
potatoes, gravy, corn, pumpkin bread,
rolls and ice-cream sandwiches. SBA is
located on Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains and provides a high-quality aca-
demic education in a value-forming
environment for students from Pre-K
to eighth grade. Pictured are fourth
graders Joey Buttigheri and Lauren
Kaminskas.

SCOUTS FLYING HIGH…Ed Garfield and Jim Carroll of the Paramus Flying
Club give scouts from Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield Pack 73 an
early Sunday morning pre-flight inspection of a Cessna at Linden Airport.
Pictured, from left to right, are Ed Garlfield, Jim Carroll, Spencer Vito, Russell
Weber, Kyle Feste, Rory McGovern, scout leader Joseph Scalia, Matthew
Kujawski, Daniel Scalia, John Corrao, Anthony Scalia and Ronan Hagar.

12 O’Clock Club Plans
Christmas Festivities
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Wil-

low Grove 12 O’Clock Club will
present a luncheon and Christmas
program at noon on Tuesday, De-
cember 11, at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains.

The children from the Willow
Grove Pre-School will present their
Christmas Pageant. Following the
pageant there will be special Christ-
mas music and a carol sing-along
presented by the Reverends
Cynthia and Jeffrey Cochran-
Carney of the Willow Grove
Church.

The cost of the luncheon is $5.
Reservations are due by Friday, De-
cember 7. To make a reservation or to
arrange for transportation, call the
church office at (908) 232-5678 or  e-
mail the church at
info@willowgrovechurch.org.

The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road, across the street from
the Scotch Plains Southside
Firehouse and near the corner of
South Martine Avenue. The building
is handicap-accessible.

Swain Galleries Display
Christmas Miniatures
AREA – The annual Christmas

Miniatures exhibit at Swain Galleries
in Plainfield will showcase the small-
scale art of some 25 New York and
New Jersey gallery artists from De-
cember 1 to 29.

The multi-media event will feature
four new artists to the gallery, includ-
ing Paula Pearl of Fanwood. In addi-
tion, the event will showcase the works
of fellow Fanwood resident S. Allyn
Schaeffer and Westfield’s Max Sang.

Swain’s is located in the crescent
historic district at 703 Watchung Av-
enue. For more details, call (908)
756-1707.

Mid-Day Musicales
Welcome Duo Fresco
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
continuation of its Mid-Day Musi-
cales concerts for the season of Ad-
vent with a program by Duo Fresco –
violist Brett Deubner and guitarist
Christopher Kenniff – on Wednes-
day, December 5, at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon, available for $5, in the
church social hall.

The upcoming program will in-
clude works by Telemann and
Vaughan Williams. John Oliver Duo
Fresco presents music from the Ba-
roque era to the present; together,
they continue to expand the reper-
toire for their duo by working with
contemporary composers and by cre-
ating their own transcriptions of ex-
isting repertoire.

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations, call the church
office at (908) 233-2494.
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