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Willow Grove Presbyterian
Posts Upcoming Programs

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to attend
several events that will take place
during December. Located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, the
church is opposite the south side
firehouse and is handicap-accessible.

A Family Christmas Celebration
will be held on Saturday, December
1, from 4 to 7 p.m. Participants will
have an opportunity to make Christ-
mas ornaments and Advent wreaths,
decorate gingerbread houses and sing
Christmas carols.

A dinner of pizza, salad and dessert
will be provided. The cost is $5 per
person or $15 per family to cover
supplies and dinner. Children age 5
and under may attend for free. Reser-
vations are appreciated. For reserva-
tions or more details, call the church
office at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or visit
willowgrovechurch.org online.

On Monday, December 3, the Wil-
low Grove Gad-abouts will travel to
the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for
the annual Christmas extravaganza.
Group members will dine at the play-
house and be treated to a musical
program. Carpools will be arranged
and will leave at 10 a.m. to arrive at
the theater by 11 a.m. for reserved
seating.  The cost is $57. The ex-
pected return time is 4:30 p.m.  For
information, call Barbara Couphos at
(908) 322-7892.

A Medical Qi Gong Meditation class
will be offered on Saturday, Decem-
ber 8, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the

church’s Ryno Hall and on Saturdays,
January 5, February 2 and March 1,
from 10:30 a.m. to noon in the lounge.

 Free and open to everyone, Medi-
cal Qi Gong is a course of meditation
exercises. Willow Grove member
Margo Mann will lead the classes,
which will be an initial demonstration
of the practical benefits of Medical Qi
Gong. Participants are asked to be
punctual, as once this class begins
it cannot be interrupted for its dura-
tion.  For more details, contact Ms.
Mann at (908) 757-2495 or
jermar107@themannfamily.org.

Presbyterian Church Plans
Advent-Christmas Events

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield has announced
its upcoming Advent and Christmas
programs. All are invited to attend
each of these events.

The programs will begin from 5 to
7 p.m. on Sunday, December 2, with
the annual tree lighting and live na-
tivity, which will be held on the front
lawn of the church, located at the
corner of West Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue.

The live nativity will feature a re-
enactment of the Christmas story with
actors portraying Mary, Joseph, the
wise men, and shepherds. Live ani-
mals, available for petting, will com-
plete the scene. A special holiday
music ensemble and chorus will lead
a carol sing. Following the tree light-
ing, all are invited to enjoy refresh-
ments in the church’s Assembly Hall,
located at the parking lot entrance at
the rear of the church.

Weekly Advent prayer services will
be held on Tuesdays from 7 to 7:30
p.m. in the church chapel on Decem-
ber 4, 11 and 18.

Children from kindergarten through
fifth grade are invited to an Advent
Adventure on Wednesday, December
5, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in Assembly
Hall. The children will be able to make
a crèche and “meet” Mary, Joseph and
others who were there the day Christ
was born. Dinner will be included. The
cost is $5 per child and advance reser-

vations are required. To register, call
the church office at (908) 233-0301.

The Chancel Choir, led by new
Director of Music Jason Klein, will
hold its annual carol service on Sun-
day, December 16, at 7 p.m. in the
church sanctuary. The theme of this
year’s concert will be “Carols around
the World.”

Joining the choir will be musicians
on harp, classical guitar, marimba
and vibraphone as well as the Chan-
cel Organ. Prelude music will begin
at 6:50 p.m. played by Vincent Carr,
associate organist at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in New-
ark. Admission is free.

A Family Christmas Eve service will
be held on Monday, December 24, at 5
p.m. It will include a children’s pageant
and a nativity tableau comprised of the
church’s youth members. The com-
bined children’s choirs will perform
special carols during the service.

Additionally on Christmas Eve,
identical candlelight services with
communion will be held at 8 and 11
p.m. in the main sanctuary. The Chan-
cel Choir will sing and the handbell
choir will ring bells at both services.
The congregation will sing traditional
carols interspersed with readings of
Christmas gospel passages.

For more information about any of
these events, call the church office at
(908) 233-0301 or visit the church’s
website at westfieldpc.org.

Thrift Shop to Conduct
Holiday Sale Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Service League (WSL) thrift shop,
located downstairs at 114 Elmer
Street in Westfield, will hold its
biggest sale of the year on Saturday,
December 1. Thousands of holiday
items, including new toys, clothing
and bric-a-brac, will be available at
discounted prices.

Due to the large volume of mer-
chandise, shop racks and shelves
will be replenished throughout the
day. The thrift shop will open at 9
a.m. and will close at 4 p.m. In
preparation for this sale, the thrift
shop is holding sales of up to 50
percent off on items in the shop.

The league also operates a con-
signment shop on the upper level of
the premises, which currently is run-
ning sales of up to 75 percent off on
certain items. This shop also will
open at 9 a.m. on December 1.

Both shops carry men’s, women’s
and children’s clothing and a newly
expanded teen section featuring
clothing as well as shoes, books,
toys, household items, jewelry and
holiday gift selections.

Both shops are open Tuesday
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. For further information, call the
thrift shop at (908) 233-2530 or the
consignment shop at (908) 232-1223.

Torah Center Announces
Local Menorah Lightings

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center has revealed the dates
for four menorah lighting ceremonies
in celebration of Chanukah. Live mu-
sic, refreshments and “Chanukah Gelt”
will be available at all four events.
Chanukah, known as the Festival of
Lights, will begin at sundown on Tues-
day, December 4, and continue through
Wednesday, December 11.

A menorah lighting ceremony will
be held December 4 at 7 p.m. in
downtown Westfield at the train sta-
tion on North Avenue. The Scotch
Plains menorah will be lit Thursday,
December 6, at 7 p.m. on the Village
Green adjacent to the municipal build-
ing on Park Avenue.

The Mountainside menorah light-
ing is set for Sunday, December 9, at
5 p.m. in front of the municipal build-
ing at Route 22, East, and New Provi-
dence Road. In Cranford, the menorah
lighting will take place on Monday,
December 10, at 7 p.m. opposite the
municipal building near the gazebo.

Additionally, the Torah Center will
present a “Torah Tots Chanukah Jew-
ish Story and Crafts Hour” for chil-
dren ages 3 to 5. The program will be
held on Sunday, December 2, from 11
to 11:45 a.m. at the Torah Center
Hebrew School, located at Westfield
High School through the Rahway
Avenue entrance by the parking lot.
Children will hear a story, learn about
the holidays and do a related arts-
and-crafts project. Popular holiday
songs also will be taught. The fee is
$5 per child.

On Wednesday, December 5, the
Torah Center will host a Family
Chanukah Party from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. at the center, located at 509
Central Avenue in Westfield. Besides
a traditional Chanukah dinner with
latkes and pizza, there will be a per-
formance from Chaim and the
Chanukah Show, plus Chanukah gelt
and dreidles. The suggested donation
is $8 per person. Those age 3 and
under may attend for free. Reserva-

tions are preferred but not required.
The Torah Center and the Chai

Center of Millburn/Short Hills will
co-sponsor a “Chanukah on Ice” event
on Saturday, December 8, from 6:30
to 8 p.m. at the Union Sports Arena
located on Route 22, West, next to
Best Buy in Union.

Participants will skate to Jewish
music while watching an ice menorah
being lit in the center of the rink.
Refreshments will be served. The cost
is $10 per person, including skates.

The Torah Center and Tzivos
Hashem will present “Professor
Pellah’s Place,” a half-hour Chanukah
television adventure show, to be aired
December 4 at 8:30 p.m. and Decem-
ber 10 at 7:30 p.m. on Comcast Cable
Channel 26.

Described as an “action-packed
drama,” the show is designed to ap-
peal to both Jewish children and those
interested in learning about Jewish
customs and ideals.

For more information on any of
these programs, call the Torah Center
at (908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Members of the Westfield Service League display a few of
the holiday decorative items that will be available during the Saturday, December
1 sale beginning at 9 a.m. at the league’s thrift shop. The consignment shop,
located upstairs from the thrift shop, also will be open for business that day. Both
shops are located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield.  Pictured, from left to right,
are: Elaine Junguenet, Kristy Bangs, thrift shop co-chairman; Faye Sobala and
Marilyn Bunting. See release on this page for more information.

FUSP to Present Programs
Regarding AIDS Awareness
WESTFIELD AREA – The First

Unitarian Society of Plainfield
(FUSP), the congregation of which
includes residents of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, will hold
a series of events to commemorate
World AIDS Day on Saturday, De-
cember 1, including two public
viewings of a panel of the AIDS Quilt.

The FUSP church is recognized as a
Welcoming Congregation by the Uni-
tarian Universalist Association for its
work toward inclusion of gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender people in all
aspects of its congregational life.

The theme for 2007 is leadership in
the fight against AIDS. The church
will take a special collection at its 10
a.m. worship service on Sunday, De-
cember 2, to benefit The Eric Johnson
House, a New Jersey facility provid-
ing HIV/AIDS housing and support-
ive services to homeless men and
women.

The 12-foot by 12-foot AIDS Quilt
panel will be displayed in the sanc-
tuary at the 10 a.m. worship service
December 2 and for two Welcoming

Congregation events.
On Tuesday, December 4, there

will be a public viewing of the AIDS
Quilt panel and a reception with light
refreshments from 6 to 7 p.m. in the
sanctuary and parish hall. From 7 to
9 p.m., a Welcoming Congregation
Workshop will be held with a par-
ticipatory panel discussion of AIDS
and HIV in 2007. Attendees are asked
to bring an article of interest about
HIV and AIDS today. Childcare will
be provided.

On Friday, December 7, there will
be another public viewing of the AIDS
Quilt panel and reception with light
refreshments from 6 to 7 p.m. in the
sanctuary and parish hall. At 7 p.m.,
the Welcoming Congregation Film
Series will continue with the AIDS-
themed documentary Silverlake Life.
A discussion will follow the screen-
ing. Childcare will be provided.

All of these events will take place
at the FUSP church, located at 724
Park Avenue in Plainfield. For direc-
tions, visit fusp.org or for more in-
formation, call (908) 756-0750.

Come See Our Large Selection of Fine Jewelry

42 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood NJ

908.322.6773
Across from Irma’s Hallmark • Ample Parking in Back Lot

Saturday, Dec. 1st
10:00 am

Royal Crown Jewelers
Family Owned & Operated

Church Invites Public
For Labyrinth Walk

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, December 2. All walks will be
held in Bates Hall at the church, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue.

Participants may walk the laby-
rinth anytime between 1 and 4 p.m.,
but are asked to begin their walk by
3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will be
held the first Sunday of every month,
unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medi-
tation that has experienced a revival
in modern times. In Medieval times,
walking the labyrinth symbolized the
Christian pilgrimage to Jerusalem for
those who could not personally make
the journey. For more information,
call the church at (908) 276-8440.

Boy Scouts to Conduct
Holiday Wreath Sale
WESTFIELD – Boy Scouts from

Troop 77 will sell holiday wreaths as
a fundraiser. Sale dates are Saturday,
December 1, from 8:30 a.m. to noon
and Sundays, December 2 and 9,
from 9:30 a.m. to noon both days.

Homebound persons may call (908)
447-4880 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. to
arrange for delivery. The sale will take
place at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Mail a Direct Donation
When you send a direct - tax deductible donation to the address below, all proceeds are used 

to help Michele receive treatment.

National Foundation for Transplants

2560 US Highway 22, Number 208

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Donate On-Line
Donations can be made on line at www.transplants.org by conducting a patient search for 

“Marron”. NFT’s secure website will automatically allocate your donation to Michele’s Fund. 

National Foundation for Transplants

2560 US Highway 22, No. 208

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-1529

www.transplants.org

Information on Scleroderma and Making Donations 
can be found at 

www.transplants.org  Find a Patient “Marron”
We are deeply grateful for your generosity! - Michele Marron-Meyerhoff Fund-Raising Committee

INSURANCE WILL NOT PAY!
Michele has Scleroderma and needs a transplant of her OWN stem cells or she will die. 

Michele’s insurance carrier considers the procedure “unproven” even though it is proven for 

this treatment and for the treatment of other life-threatening autoimmune diseases.

On-Line donations are 

fast and secure at

www.transplants.org

Like Michele Marron-Meyerhoff, even 

WITH INSURANCE

a Life Saving Procedure is

Shop On-Line
Start your Holiday Shopping at www.buyforcharity.com or www.igive.com and choose 

National Foundation for Transplants, Michele Marron-Meyerhoff Fund as your charity 

and 2%-25% of your purchase will be donated by the merchant to Michele’s Fund. It’s as 

easy at that, and there is no cost to you.

NOT GUARANTEED!

Michele needs your help!

2005

Today

www.goleader.com


