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DesRochers Says Ledger Deliberately

Avoided Reporting on Subpoenas

Writer Faults Freeholder Kowalski
For Refusing to Acknowledge Christmas

Practice of Giving Tickets to Residents
In Front of Their Homes Must Stop

Friday, November 9, 2007, is a day I
will forever remember in history as the
day we learned that The Star-Ledger de-
liberately went out of its way to avoid
presenting facts that may have legitimately
affected the outcome of the recent elec-
tions in Union County, New Jersey.

As a candidate for the Assembly in the
22nd Legislative District, my opponent,
Jerry Green, was exposed by the Courier-
News as having a questionable business
relationship with a lobbying firm. He was
paid as a consultant by that firm, which
includes as clients hospitals and builders.
This is at the same time he sat on key
committees in the assembly, which had
oversight of state agencies that have juris-
diction over these clients.

It appeared clear that, in effect, he was
being paid to lobby himself. However the
Star-Ledger did not report on this, al-
though it covers more of the district than
the Courier News does. This information
could have played a vital role in people’s
decision making and affected the out-
come of the election.

Now we learn the suppression of facts
is worse than that. The Star-Ledger was
apparently aware of subpoenas issued
weeks before the election to Charlotte
DeFilippo, the chairwoman of the Union
County Democratic Committee. With
connections to real-estate deals, title com-
panies and insurance agencies, the twisted
web is woven through out the UCDC
organization, and as stated in the article,
the chairwoman handpicks their obedient
candidates.

We learned too well this very fact by the
example of the excommunication of Adrian
Mapp from the Democratic line in the
primary. For anyone to argue that the
public’s knowledge of a criminal investi-
gation of this potential web of corruption,
deceit and betrayal of the public trust would
not have affected the outcome of many
elections around the county is absurd.

I personally feel The Star-Ledger owes

the people of Union County an apology
for failing in the role as a source of accu-
rate information, which should be pro-
vided impartially and timely in manner.
The Star-Ledger in effect played politics
and has let down the voters go to the polls
thinking they were well informed.

By failing to report this story until now,
you have enabled people to be involved in
the political process that should no longer
be a part of government. Is this the tip of
the iceberg in Union County? I am afraid
so. Looking back over mountains of docu-
ments on questionable deals and no-bid
work, I am afraid that investigators will
find many of the names listed repeatedly.

I do, however, want to thank you for
reporting this, albeit late. Many voters
who see the web as it unfolds will regret
the decisions they made, and the distrust
of the party in power will continue to
grow. I can assure you that the gravy train
is coming to an end, and I will continue to
work to provide the voters an alternative
to higher taxes, to more political corrup-
tion and, as recent polls have found, to
leaving the state. If our public servants
are not there to benefit and work for the
people, then as a state, we can no longer
afford to have them there.

Bryan DesRochers, Rahway
Former Assembly Candidate

Legislative District 22

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Union County Freeholder Board Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski and copied
to The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times

*****
Dear Chairwoman Kowalski:
Thank you for the invitation to the

Holiday Lights Celebration and Charity
Drive, but I am confused. I noticed Santa
and Mrs. Claus will attend and a tree will
be lit. Only Christmas has Santa Claus
and a lighted tree, yet your invitation does
not acknowledge the “Tree” you are light-
ing is a Christmas tree.

Are you aware that Christmas is a fed-
eral holiday? One of only 10 days so
designated and one of only three that is
always celebrated on the same day.

Christmas was probably designated a
federal holiday to symbolize that the de-
sire for freedom of religion led to the
founding of our great country. It also
acknowledges that Christian principles

guided our founding fathers as they cre-
ated our great nation.

Christmas is our least-recognized fed-
eral holiday. Educational leaders no longer
allow Christmas to be part of the school
calendar or curriculum. Local, state and
federal political leaders are loath to men-
tion Christmas, and businesses that profit
from the holiday prefer to not mention
Christmas in advertising or their stores.

As the elected “leader” of Union
County, please explain why our tax dol-
lars can be spent for a celebration that
refuses to acknowledge the federal holi-
day celebrated December 25. I am sure
when our tax dollars are spent to celebrate
New Year’s Day, the birthday of Martin
Luther King Jr., Washington’s Birthday,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, La-
bor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day or
Thanksgiving, the actual day being cel-
ebrated is mentioned.

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and members of the town council and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

*****
It is Tuesday, two days before Thanks-

giving, at 11:30 a.m. and once again, I am
upset with the parking division of the
Westfield Police Department. My par-
ents, who are 80 and 90 years old, with a
handicap sticker, just stopped in to visit
me at my home on the corner of Park
Street and Carleton Road to drop some-
thing off and say “hello.”

They parked in the place at which most
people would — at the end of the walk-
way between my front door and the curb.
They, as well as most other guests, have
parked there hundreds of times during the
almost 30 years that we have lived in this
house. Today was different though. After
a short visit, they went back to their car in
the rain and were shocked to find a park-
ing ticket on the windshield. Living in a
zone with two-hour parking limits, I im-
mediately assumed the ticket was for park-
ing more than two hours, like the one that
I received last year.

Last year, also the day before Thanks-
giving, my college daughter returned the
previous night and before breakfast that
next morning, a parking ticket had ap-
peared. We had neglected to get a town-
residence permit because she was away at
school. This ticket was different though.
After trying to decipher a wet, illegible
ticket, we figured out that this offense
was for parking within 25 feet of the
crosswalk.

Most properties in Westfield are less
than 50-feet wide, so this means that if
you park in front of any corner house with
a painted crosswalk, you are probably too
close to the crosswalk. Do the town police
walk around measuring? Or is it because
we live in a watched zone (two-hour
parking) that they come around and ticket
our homes?

This practice of giving out tickets to
residents in front of their homes needs to
stop. Obviously, if the car is there, the
owner is more than likely home. Regis-
trations can be checked; and a knock on
the door the day before Thanksgiving
would certainly be appreciated more than
a $20, $30 or more ticket.

Donna Perch
Westfield

Senator Nicholas Scutari
Thanks LD-22 Voters
I would like to thank the voters of the

11 towns of the 22nd Legislative District
for their continued support in this year’s
election. It has been an honor and privi-
lege to serve as your representative for the
past four years, and I look forward to
continuing to work hard on your behalf in
the future.

Senator Nicholas Scutari
LD-22, Linden

SP Farmers Market
Has Best Year Ever

With regard to our popular Scotch
Plains Farmers’ Marketplace, I would
like to thank our longtime loyal custom-
ers and our valued vendors for making
this season our most successful ever.

Kudos to Township Manager Tom
Atkins, our health department, our town
council and The Scotch Plains Times for
their continued support and assistance.

We enjoy producing this seasonal com-
munity event, and always appreciate your
feedback. I look forward to serving you
again. See you next year. The best is yet
to come.

Jeff Stein
SP Bus. & Prof. Assoc.

WF Police Swiftly
Ended Concerns

I would like to thank the Westfield
Police Department for its quick response
during two recent late-night parties that
got out of control on the west end of North
Avenue, where I live.

The house adjacent to mine has become
prone to unsupervised teenage gatherings
that run loud and late and often spill out
onto the front porch and lawn. Because it
would seem that the parents work over-
nights, they are absent and, evidently,
oblivious. Thankfully, the police have acted
swiftly, putting the concerns of my family
and those of our surrounding neighbors to
rest by responding between the hours of
12:30 and 1:30 a.m. I’m grateful to the
men and women in blue!

John Luerssen
Westfield

Stroz: Fanwood Residents Need to Step Up and
See What Their Borough Government is Doing

All during the election process this fall,
Tony Parenti and I pointed to the prob-
lems inherent in one-party government.
Little did we suspect that on the eve of the
election, Monday November 5, the all-
Democratic Mayor and Council would
initiate a $2-million bond ordinance pro-
posal at a special meeting with no public-
ity (only the bare technical legal notice)
and outside the news cycle.

As shown in the recent defeat of public
questions at the ballot, New Jersey tax-
payers are now recognizing that new debt
is only a form of future tax obligations.
This new debt authorization is for the
purpose of purchasing the Livingston-
Wilbor property damaged during the wall
collapse at the downtown redevelopment
block last May.

Instead of a public referendum on the
authorization of such a large debt for the
taxpayers of Fanwood, two un-televised
meetings were the extent of what the
borough government saw fit to provide
the people. Public input by referendum
should be the deciding factor in whether
the borough should go into the real-estate
business in these economic times.

At the second and final un-televised
meeting on the debt authorization last
week, it was no surprise that the debt
authorization was approved unanimously.
How the mayor and council went about
obtaining this debt authorization leaves
much to be desired, and there is also much
to be concerned about for Fanwood tax-
payers in the resulting ordinance. This
letter highlights some details and con-
cerns.

First of all, it is very odd that after four
years of this administration acting as the
Redevelopment Agency for the down-
town block, it just now discovered that
the Livingston-Wilbor property (damaged
in the still unexplained May 2007 wall
collapse) is so essential to the downtown
redevelopment plan that the borough must
attempt to acquire it. All the while, the
mayor and the council proclaim that

Fanwood is not in the real-estate business
and will simply flip the property out to a
developer. Really, the obvious question
then is why doesn’t the current property
owner just enter into a deal with a devel-
oper and keep the borough out of it?

The reasons are simple; this is a tough
real-estate market, and the seller wants a
significant relocation payment. So the
borough has gotten an appraisal of ap-
proximately $1.26 million for the prop-
erty, and the property owner’s attorney
stated that he estimates the relocation
expenses to be at least $700,000. Armed
with this new debt authorization, the bor-
ough council, which was the redevelop-
ment agency for the property when it was
damaged by the mysterious wall collapse,
will now enter into negotiations to pur-
chase the damaged property and pay for
relocation of the owner’s business. Why
should Fanwood taxpayers be made to
take the unusual path of paying for the
seller’s relocation costs?

Unfortunately, the whole deal doesn’t
make sense for Fanwood, starting with
the appraisal. The $1.26-million figure
assumes the highest and best use of the
property as a location for 14 residential
units. When questioned, however, the
mayor and council had no idea how such
an extensive development would be pos-
sible on such an oddly shaped property
with so little frontage on South Avenue. It
is also unclear as to whether the appraisal
took into account the sewer easement that
runs along the borough parking lot exit
onto South Avenue near the property.
This revelation by an audience member
came as a surprise to everyone else in the
room, including the mayor and council.

Another member of the audience
pointed to the need for a walkway to go
between LaGrande and South Avenues as
envisioned by the plan embraced by the
borough in 2004. Also, the current devel-
opers on the block stressed that access for
both the walking public and shared park-
ing as being additional important reasons

for Fanwood to acquire the property. None
of these demands on the property should
serve to entice a prospective developer.

So, with all these burdens being placed
upon the property, the $1.26-million ap-
praisal and its assumptions leave more
questions than answers.

The next step in the process is even
more troubling. The council seems to
think that it can pay full price for the
property plus a large relocation payout of
about half the value of the property and
then capitalize all the interest expenses
involved with the purchase and quickly
flip the property out to an eager devel-
oper. In fact, the financial experts present
only discussed short-term rates, despite
the council’s acknowledgment of the
tough current real-estate market and the
authorization for decades of indebted-
ness under the ordinance. I suspect that
any property purchase made under this
scheme will stick to Fanwood’s debt-
service obligations like a discarded piece
of bubble gum to your best dress shoes.

As a Fanwood resident, I’m outraged
that such a large authorization for addi-
tional public debt was not done by an
open resolution at the ballot.

The administration had four years to
enter into negotiations with this property
owner. To add insult to injury, neither of
the debt-authorization meetings was even
televised, despite a request. In fact, the
mayor chided one member of the public
for asking such tough and detailed ques-
tions in public when he could simply
speak to her in private!

That is just wrong. The whole public
has the right to know the details, and our
government should be willing to take the
tough questions on such an important
ordinance.

Fanwood needs more members of the
public to step up and become informed of
what their government is doing.

Joel Stroz
Fanwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Abatjour – Skylight that admits or

deflects light
2. Noria – A water wheel with buckets
3. Talaria – Winged sandals
4. Limbat – A cool northwest wind of

Cyprus

THOOID
1. A follower of Thoth, the ancient

Egyptian god of learning and magic
2. One who endures great pain or suf-

fering
3. Wolflike; a jackal
4. Of or pertaining to a bed, especially

a marriage bed
DELASSATION

1. Carriage; conveyance
2. Fatigue; weariness
3. Accusation
4. The process of splitting into differ-

ent layers
WHEEDLE

1. To flatter or coax
2. To whip or lash
3. A scam or a hoax
4. To move with great speed

LARRIKIN
1. A type of short whip
2. A trench filled with water around a

castle; a moat
3. A rude, disorderly person
4. Oiled leather, worn by lumbermen

and trappers

Parking in Downtown Westfield –
Little Guys Make a Difference

During the busy shopping season in downtown
Westfield, finding a parking spot is a joy – especially
when it’s right next to where you want to go. It’s like
winning the lottery.

Sure, the town is packed. Sure, employees and
shoppers compete for spots. But, this is much better
than having many spots open because business must
therefore be bad. As Bill Parcells might say about
bustling business and scarce parking, “That’s a good
thing.”

Half the fun is being downtown in the hustle,
meeting many people and seeing what people do and
what people don’t do. Perhaps a chance encounter
leads to lunch or a brew at the Trolley. Otherwise,
shopping would be just a boring click on the Internet.

Shop owners are understandably nervous during
this season, when much of their business occurs to
pay the bills from the rest of the year. Some shop-
keepers blame employees of other businesses for
meter feeding, thus taking up space otherwise avail-
able for customers. This may be true to the extent it
is examined. However, many of the employees make
just barely more than minimum wage, have no
vacation or healthcare benefits and no retirement
plan. A few dollars a day for parking meters can be
a big bite. They need a place to park, too – and few

shops or landlords provide them with parking space.
They are left to fend on their own in the “Wild, Wild
West(field).”

We urge employees to try to figure out the complex
parking rules, and we urge employers to help them.
We urge the town to be clear about matters too.
Everyone must work together on this matter. And
sometimes the system works better when there is less
micro-management and more good intentions.

After the scramble for parking and dealing with the
worrisome “sword of Damocles” – dread of a park-
ing ticket that would wipe out a day’s wages –
employees turn to the customers with a smile and
say, “May I help you?”

So, it’s these little guys, forgotten and maligned,
who make a difference for us all this time of year.
Let’s be kind and courteous to as many people as we
can. Resist the tendency for road rage when someone
beats you to that parking spot at ShopRite, don’t turn
into the lot at the North Avenue train station going the
wrong way because you spotted a potential opening.
Try to be calm, and we’ll all enjoy the season that
much more.

Enjoy yourself, enjoy your neighbors, appreciate
employees – and most of all, — Thank you, custom-
ers.

Weekend Holiday
Schedules

Fanwood Recycling
Center is for All Towns

I’d like to thank those of you who use
the Fanwood-SP Recycling Center for
your patience in dealing with the kids
who work there. Among many others,
they are Boy Scouts and high school ice
hockey players trying to earn some money
for their organizations.

The hockey players and families do not
receive any school money and have to
“pay to play.”

I was there this weekend helping su-
pervise the Raider hockey players as I
have done several times before with the
scout troop I am involved with. It was the
boys’ first time though and it takes some
time to get the routine down. Some of
them still have to learn to hustle and the
meaning of hard work, but they are not at
home playing video games, they are try-
ing and learning about teamwork and
customer service.

They are also learning about environ-
mental responsibility from some very
good people such as Alan Ebersole and Al
Riker. Nobody is getting rich here, they
are just trying to do the right thing and set
a direction for present and future genera-
tions. Somebody has to battle the all too
easy notion that we have an unlimited
capability to throw things away.

With a lot of help from too many people
to mention, the facility not only takes the
usual newspaper, glass, plastic, alumi-
num, steel cans and cardboard, but also
takes batteries, oil and larger metal ob-
jects; as well as having composting and
mulching capabilities. This is a great town
organization that also gives back by do-
nating profits to other town organizations
such as the fire department, rescue squad,
parks and police department.

So remember to keep bringing in your
recyclables and keep checking their
website, visitfanwood.com/recycling for
new items that can be bought down. And
it’s not just for Fanwood and Scotch Plains
residents, so tell your out-of-town friends
too. Once again, thank you for your pa-
tience. It means a lot to everyone.

Steve Deduck
Scotch Plains

Letters to
the Editor

Westfield Christmas Tree
Lighting Set Sunday, Dec. 2

The Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony and Santa’s Arrival will be on
Sunday, December 2, beginning at 5 p.m.
at the North Avenue Train Station in
Westfield.

Events include the Choral Art Society
of New Jersey Singers and the Westfield
Community Band with sounds by
Westfield Audio Visual. Santa Claus will
arrive in a fire truck and Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky will provide welcoming remarks.

The First United Methodist Church
Youth Group will give out  hot chocolate
and collect non-perishable food for the
needy. Girl Scouts will conduct their 15th
Annual Mitten Drive for the homeless.

For information, call  the Chamber of
Commerce at (908) 233-3021.

Mountainside to Light Christmas
Tree on Saturday, Dec. 1

The Mountainside Christmas Tree will
be lit Saturday, December 1 at 4:30 p.m.
next to the Mountainside Rescue Squad
building at the corner of New Providence
Road and Route 22 East.

Mayor Robert Viglianti will light the
tree and scouts will sing carols. Hot choco-
late and desserts will be sold. Santa Claus
will be there for the children.

For information, call the Mountainside
Recreation Department at (908) 232-0015.

Scotch Plains Christmas
Celebration is Sunday, Dec. 2

The Holiday Celebration in Scotch
Plains, sponsored by the Business and
Professional Organization, will be held
on Sunday, December 2, from 2 to 5 p.m.
at the Village Green on Park Avenue.

Santa will arrive at 3 p.m. and will be
lifted in the fire truck’s bucket along with
Mayor Martin Marks to count down the
Christmas tree lighting at 5 p.m. Santa
will sit in the gazebo for children’s visits.

Carriage rides with Santa’s elves will
be provided to guests. Other festive ac-
tivities will include ice sculpture, face
painting and Rainbow the Clown.

Fanwood Holiday Event Set Dec. 2
The Fanwood Christmas Celebration

will be held on Sunday, December 2,
from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Fanwood Train
Station, North Side.

Garwood Tree Lighting Set Dec. 1
Holiday events sponsored by the Cel-

ebrations Committee include the Christ-
mas tree lighting in front of borough hall
on Saturday, December 1 at 4 p.m.

The Chamber of Commerce will take
photos of children with Santa Claus. Re-
freshments will be served along with en-
tertainment. Boy scouts will be selling
poinsettias and luminary kits.

There will be a home-decorating con-
test. Judging will be done the nights of
December 22 and 23 from 7 to 10 p.m.

The Luminary Lighting Program will
take place the night of Sunday, December
24. Luminaries will be sold from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the baseball field house the
weekends of December 8 to 9 and De-
cember 15 to 16. Please bring a bucket for
the sand.

For more information, call (908) 647-
6344 ext. 812 during daytime and (908)
654-1392 in the evenings.

Weekend Holiday
Schedules

Newspaper Holiday
Schedule Notice

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Christ-
mas edition will be Thursday, Decem-
ber 20. The New Year’s edition will
be Thursday, Dec. 27.

Our office is open Christmas week
(closed December 25). Press day that
week will be Monday, Dec. 24. Our
office is open New Year’s week
(closed January 1, 2008). Press day
will be Monday, Dec. 31.

Please provide submittals as soon
as possible for these weeks due to the
abnormal schedules.


