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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Auditors: GW District Has
$341,016 Surplus for ’08-09

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The borough’s
board of education has passed the
district’s annual audit report and has
no corrections to make for next year,
according to auditors Bill Swisher
and Bob Swisher of Suplee, Clooney
and Company. The annual audit de-
tails how the district is handling state
requirements. This year, the auditors
said the district has made past correc-
tions, and the auditors are not recom-
mending any new areas for correc-
tion.

“Last year, there were problems
with association state assistance, bid
problems, cafeteria reports and sig-
natures on purchasing. Those have
been corrected,” Mr. Swisher said at
the BOE’s meeting on November
20.

The BOE also has a 2-percent bud-
get surplus for next year. The surplus
is $341,016, according to the audi-
tors. “You are in good financial shape
with a bit of excess cash,” Mr. Swisher
said.

At its meeting, the BOE also dis-
cussed changing locks on the gym
locker rooms, the security of student

records, the prohibition of harass-
ment on school property and student
conduct.

The board’s technology committee
is asking that parents sign up for e-
mail notifications so that the district
can save paper by reducing the num-
ber of school flyers it produces. “We
are asking that parents sign up. We
would like to build our list so that
they can receive the school flyers by
e-mail,” board member Susan
Groning said.

Acting Superintendent Teresa
Quigley reported that the district held
two fire drills at Lincoln and Wash-
ington Schools.

The Halloween Parade and the Vet-
erans’ Day ceremony were successes,
she said. The Veterans’ Day ceremony
was broadcast on Comcast and NJN
channel.

“I am so glad we did this event to
support our veterans. I had one write
me and say he has waited 30 years to
be recognized,” she said.

There is no word yet on the health
of Superintendent William Murphy,
BOE members said. The superinten-
dent has been on medical leave since
the spring.

BAND HONORS...Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums members
honor supporters during the band’s seventh-anniversary pub night at Union
County College in Cranford. Pictured, left to right, are: Steve Spurr, Pipe Major
Ed Donnelly, Kevin Dowling of the Joseph Nugent, Sr. Association of Union
County, bagpipe instructor John Bradley, piper Dennis Conner and Brian
Burke.

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 

        

How to Enjoy New York City 
Inexpensively and Imaginatively

Presented by 

Howard Goldberg 

Howard Goldberg is the president and founder of 
“Adventure on a Shoestring,” a New York City sightseeing 
organization. He has been researching inexpensive ways 
to enjoy the Big Apple since 1963. During his presentation 
he will share information on holiday activities in New York 
City. 

At the Westfield Memorial Library 

This program is open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.  
For more information about this program or to register  

call 908-789-4090, ext. 4140. 

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Life of Jesus:  From Eternity to Eternity 
 
The Echo Lake Church of Christ will focus on the Jesus
for an entire year (with a few exceptions).  Beginning on 
Sunday, December 9th, each sermon for the Sunday
morning assembly will delve into the life of Jesus.  You 
will be able to find more information including a schedule
and audio of the lessons on our website. 
 
Also on December 9th, you are invited to our 16th Annual
Singing Fellowship.  The singing is congregational
(everyone sings) and acappella (only voices).  We will be
concentrating on Jesus through hymns, readings, and
prayers.   It begins at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Bibles and Bible Studies are available for free at your 
convenience. 

Visitors are welcome at all of our assemblies! 

Sundays:    9:30  Bible Study 

10:30 Worship Assembly (includes 
weekly Communion, Hymns, 
prayers and sermon) 

  6:00 Worship Assembly 
Wednesdays: 7:00 Bible Study 
 

Intersection of E. Broad St. and Springfield Ave 

Westfield, NJ 07090  908-233-4946 

www.echolakechurch.org 

office@echolakechurch.org 

December 2007 Events 

 at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 
Closed - Monday & Tuesday, December 24 & 25 and 

Monday, December 31 at 5 pm 

ADULT PROGRAMS
Dec 5  7:00 PM Howard Goldberg - How to Enjoy NY 

  City Inexpensively and Imaginatively 

Dec 7  1:30 PM TGIF: Judy Garland 

Dec 12  7:30 PM Performance: Classical Guitarist,  

  Anton Del Forno 

Dec 14  1:30 PM TGIF: Claude Monet 

Dec 21  1:30 PM     TGIF: Classic Movie Week - “Holiday 

       Inn” 

Dec 28  1:30 PM No TGIF 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Dec 1 & 8   11:00 AM     Mother Goose 

        

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

Be on the look out for information on  

the upcoming Grand Re-opening Celebration!!! 

Alleged Stalker Agrees to End
Contact with Cryan’s Family
Former Trenton lobbyist Karen

Golding, 38,   agreed earlier this month
to have no contact with state the As-
semblyman and state Democratic
Party chairman Joseph Cryan (LD-
20, Union) and his family according
to the Star-Ledger.

Ms. Golding was arrested last year
for entering the unlocked car of Mr.
Cryan while it was parked in the
Statehouse parking lot in Trenton. As
part of her guilty plea to stalking Mr.
Cryan’s girlfriend and some of the
legislator’s relatives, Ms. Golding has
been prohibited from contacting Mr.
Cryan or his family. Her pre-trial
intervention program was also ex-
tended through May 2009.

The stalking charge and harass-
ment charge, which occurred after
her initial arrest and acceptance into
the pretrial program, will be dismissed
if she doesn’t violate probation. The
burglary charge has been dismissed,
the Ledger reported.

Casperson Says ‘No’ to Run
For Ferguson Seat in Congress
Bedminster Township Committee-

man Finn Casperson Jr., heir to the
estate of Beneficial Foundation chair-
man Finn Casperson, Sr., has an-
nounced he will not seek the GOP
nomination for the Congressional seat
being vacated by  Rep. Mike Ferguson
(LD-7, New Providence). He joins
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick of
Westfield (both LD-21) and former
Rep. Bob Franks of Berkeley Heights
in announcing they would not be can-
didates for the open seat.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and former GOP campaign staffer
and government affairs professional
Chris Venis of Hillsborough have
declared their intention to run. State
Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Flemington) and Kate Whitman, the
daughter of former Governor Chris-
tine Todd Whitman, are also expected
to announce their bids for the GOP
nomination. The district includes parts
of Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset
and Union counties.

Diane Allen Explores
Run for Saxton’s Seat

State Senator Diane Allen (LD-7,
Burlington) has reportedly formed
a committee to look into a run for
the South Jersey Congressional seat
Jim Saxton will vacate at the end of

2008, according to politickernj.com.
Ms. Allen, a former news
anchorwoman in Philadelphia, ran
for the Republican nomination for
the U.S. Senate in 2002.

Linden Building Inspector
Pleads Guilty to Taking Bribe
Linden building inspector Matthew

Valvano pled guilty last week to tak-
ing $10,500 in bribes from a con-
struction company in exchange for
helping the company gain approval
on building permits, according to a
press release from the U.S. Attorney’s
Office.

Mr. Valvano faces a maximum 10-
year jail sentence and $250,000 fine
if convicted. The construction com-
pany, based in Georgia, is cooperat-
ing with the FBI in the investigation.

Feds Raid Office, Home
Of Senator Coniglio

Federal investigators raided the leg-
islative office and home of state Sena-
tor Joseph Coniglio (LD-38, Paramus)
on November 20 as they continue to
investigate a possible link between
Mr. Coniglio’s position as a paid con-
sultant to the Hackensack Medical
Center and his role as a legislator in
helping garner $1 million in state
grant money for the hospital, accord-
ing to The Record of Bergen County.

His attorney, Gerald Krovatin,
said the senator “has done nothing
wrong and has nothing to hide.” He
called search warrants late in the
investigation and leaking them to
the press “a despicable attempt to
make it appear there is more to this
than there really is.” After being
told he was under investigation, the
senator opted not to seek re-elec-
tion this year.

Sen. Trent Lott to
Resign at End of Year

CNN reported Monday that U.S.
Senator Trent Lott, a Republican
from Mississippi, would resign by
the end of the year and join the
private sector. Mr. Lott was elected
to a fourth term last year. His exit
would result in a special election in
Mississippi next year, a Presiden-
tial Election year. A former Senate
majority leader, he has served in
Congress for more than 30 years.
Mr. Lott was elected to the House of
Representatives in 1972 and the Sen-
ate in 1988.

Ex-Rep. Joe Minish Dies, Had
Served 22 Years in House

Former Rep. Joseph Minish (D-
Essex) died on Saturday at the age of
91. He served in Congress from 1963
to 1985. He lost a re-election bid after
redistricting placed multiple Repub-
lican-leaning Morris County towns
into his former suburban Essex
County Democratic district,
politickernj.com reported.

goleader.com/thebuzz

because the news
never sleeps.

MVC Announces Security,
Anti-Fraud Measures

AREA – To combat crime, New
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission
(MVC) Chief Administrator Sharon
Harrington, on Tuesday, announced
plans for security enhancements by
unveiling more secure vehicle titles
and temporary vehicle tags.

“The MVC does not tolerate any
type of criminal activity whatsoever
and that is why we take all necessary
action to prevent it,” Ms. Harrington
said. “Through critical security fund-
ing, the MVC has made great strides
enhancing all areas of the organiza-
tion, including our highly regarded
document-fraud training program.
These new security-enhanced titles
and temp tags are just one more step
we have taken that will make it more
difficult for criminals to commit
fraud.”

Increased fees from the Motor
Vehicle Security and Customer Ser-
vice Act, signed into law in 2003,
fund the MVC’s upgrade efforts.
The law added a $7 security fee on
vehicle registrations. The proceeds
generate approximately $40 million
per year.

Upgrades include the establishment
of a Division of Security, Investiga-
tions and Internal Audit; the improve-
ment of facility security, such as the
installation of alarms, security cam-

eras and panic buttons; the imple-
mentation of the Law Enforcement
Agency Security Enhancement
(LEASE) Program; the creation of a
fraud tip line and the development of
the Document Fraud Prevention and
Retention Program.

To date, the MVC has trained ap-
proximately 4,300 employees and
nearly 11,000 law-enforcement per-
sonnel through its document fraud
program.

This year, more than 2,200 indi-
viduals have completed the pro-
gram, which trains participants on
weeding out counterfeit documents.
Since 2003, there have been more
than 3,000 arrests, 70 percent of
which were related to document
fraud, according to the MVC.

The new vehicle title and tempo-
rary-tag-enhanced features make
them more difficult to duplicate and
make it easier for fraudulent ones to
be identified. MVC officials say the
vehicle title, which will go into circu-
lation in January, will be the most
secure title in the United States. Ap-
pearing on purple paper, the title in-
cludes a security watermark, security
thread, prismatic colors and thermo-
graphic ink.

The temporary tag will go into cir-
culation in December and will be
used for both resident and non-resi-
dent vehicle purchases. Created in a
four-part set, the temporary tag ap-
pears on security paper and includes
a watermark, a safety block area and
non-reproducing blue ink. Current
resident temporary tags will no longer
be valid after May 2008, while cur-
rent non-resident tags will no longer
be valid after August 2008.

Ms. Harrington said, “The secu-
rity fee, though, is set to sunset in
2013. In the recently released ‘MVC
Forward: Strategies for Excellence’
report, one of the many recommen-
dations is to prevent this from occur-
ring. It is through this fee that the
MVC will be able to continue to
introduce improved security mea-
sures in order to prevent fraud and
abuse.”

A document-fraud poster will ap-
pear prominently in MVC agencies
statewide, designed to thwart off at-
tempts by customers to submit fraudu-
lent documents.

WF Student Attends
Business-Action Day

WESTFIELD – Local high-
school student Zachary Schwartz
of Westfield was among 47 par-
ticipants in Susquehanna
University’s 10th-annual Busi-
ness-Action Day, held earlier in
the year on the Susquehanna cam-
pus. Zachary is a senior at the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School and
the son of Marion Schwartz.

Students attended workshops
designed to provide an introduc-
tion to the business world through
hands-on experience. Students
were able to choose sessions in
their field of interest. All work-
shops focused on the changing
environment of the business field
and how to prepare for a business
career.


