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Chess Club Announces
Youth Trophy Winners

CHESS WIZARDS...Area children from the Wizards of the Mind chess club
display their trophies won in a November state tournament in Lincroft. Three of
the club’s members won the state championship, and 17 garnered trophies for
their performances. The Wizards of the Mind chess club is a scholastic club in
Springfield with a branch in Livingston; it has a membership of more than 150
local children.

SPRINGFIELD –  Twenty-four
youth members of the Wizards of the
Mind Chess Club participated in the
New Jersey State Grade Champion-
ship in Lincroft on November 18,
and 17 came home with trophies.
The club produced three state cham-
pions.

International Chess Master Leonid
Sokolin of Westfield is the founder of
the club, and Mark Schwartzman of
Berkeley Heights serves with him as
instructor. The  scholastic club is lo-
cated in Springfield and has a branch
in Livingston. The club draws more
than 150 local kids for lessons and
scholastic tournaments.

Sujay Uppalapati of East
Brunswick, second grade, David
Grosh of Chatham, sixth grade, Rob-
ert Milman of Berkeley Heights,
eighth grade, Ruitao Chen of
Watchung, kindergarten, Asha
Kapengut of Springfield, sixth grade,
Beata Gelman of East Hanover,second
grade, Sam Sokolin of Westfield, sixth
grade, and David Schwartzman, kin-
dergarten, of Berkeley Heights each
won trophies.

In 2004, the club won fourth place
among teams from all over the coun-
try in the National Youth Action Tour-
nament in Hershey, Pa. Since then,
club members have accumulated hun-
dreds of trophies. Currently, Anna
Matlin of Berkeley Heights, a long-
time member, is competing in the
World Youth Chess Championship in
Antalya, Turkey.

According to the U.S. Chess Fed-
eration and the New Jersey Chess
Federation, the importance of chess
is receiving increased recognition for
exercising and developing a child’s
mind. For more information, see
wizardsofthemind.com, send an e-
mail to info@wizardsofthemind.com
or call (973) 262-1395.

Fanwood Foundation to Hold
Annual Meeting on Dec. 2

FANWOOD — The annual meet-
ing of the Fanwood Community
Foundation will be held on  Decem-
ber 2 at 2 p.m. at Chelsea Senior
Living (second floor), located at 295
South Avenue. The public can attend
and participate in discussions about
serving Fanwood.

The Board of Trustees will elect
new board members.

Established in 1998, the Fanwood
Community Foundation is made up
of local citizens committed to build-
ing a perpetual endowment fund to
support what makes Fanwood,
Fanwood. The foundation is a philan-
thropic organization to enhance qual-
ity of life and provide for the commu-
nity on a long-term basis.

The foundation seeks charitable
donations and volunteers.

Since its inception, the foundation
has raised more than $67,000 and
supported TV-35, Friends of the

Fanwood Memorial Library, The Cen-
ter for Women and Families, The
Fanwood Youth Organization,
Fanwood Pocket Park Committee,
Resolve Community Counseling Cen-
ter, Fanwood Millennium Clock Com-
mittee, Heart for Humanity, the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company
and Donald De Nitzio Fund (the local
food bank).

Current board members of the
foundation include President Chris-
topher Rosin, Vice President Karen
Schurtz, Treasurer Robert Kraus and
Secretary Carol Kraus, as well as
board members Maryanne Connelly,
Louis Jung, Karen Paardecamp and
Thomas Ryan, in addition to sus-
taining members Theodore
Frankenbach, Fred Chemidlin, Jr.,
Joel Whitaker, Ethelynne Leonard,
Robert and Carol Kraus.

For more information, contact Mr.
Rosin at (908) 232-2670.

INVENTORY CLOSEOUT

We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad
spectrum of diagnostic and treatment services.

And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the

list. Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more

than 1,000 patients we treated in October, was under 20

minutes.  We have a staff of dedicated physicians and

nationally recognized emergency care nurses, and over 100

years of experience as a highly regarded provider of

emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician, please call 888-454-9913.  Get the latest health and wellness news by signing up for your free, personalized 
e-health newsletter at atlantichealth.org.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

CARING…CONTACT We Care, the Westfield crisis hotline, welcomes Ashley
Sandoukas (seated), a senior at Cranford High School, as an intern. Pictured, left
to right, are Laura Fisher from Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey, volunteer coordi-
nator Nancy Levine and Johnny Therjuste. For more information, call (908) 301-
1899.

Venis Announces Bid
For Congressional Seat

HILLSBOROUGH – Chris Venis
of Hillsborough has announced his
bid for the Republican nomination
for U.S. Congress to replace retiring
four-term Rep. Mike Ferguson in
New Jersey’s 7th congressional dis-
trict.

“Mike has been a close friend for
many years and worked very hard for
the residents of the seventh district.
His leadership will be sorely missed,”
Mr. Venis said.

Mr. Venis, a former staff member
for former Rep. Bob Franks and
former deputy mayor of
Hillsborough Township, said, “Ev-
ery person at some point in their
lives has come to a crossroad – a
road that will take them to an un-
known place, a place full of chal-
lenges and sometimes, a place full of
huge responsibility.

“Today, it is my turn to choose a
path. This path is representing the 7th
congressional district of New Jersey.
Many people seek public office for
various reasons – some like the pres-
tige, some are bored millionaires and
others actually feel they can make a
difference. Mine is quite simply to

ensure that our children and families
have the best opportunity to prosper
and live safe, healthy lives,” he said.

“Over the years, I’ve had tremen-
dous experience in Washington, ap-
pearing at committee meetings, sit-
ting in during voting sessions and,
most importantly, understanding Con-
gress and the process. This is reality,
not a game for political beginners,
billionaire heirs and kids of promi-
nent politicians to decide what they
want to do when they grow up,” he
said.

Mr. Venis, 42, has spent the last
15 years of his life involved in
politics, most recently serving as a
government-affairs representative
with his own company, The Venis
Group. He also served in the ad-
ministration of Governor Don
DiFrancesco.

 While in the DiFrancesco Admin-
istration, he said he served as chief of
staff at the New Jersey Department of
Corrections, which has a $1-billion
budget, 10,000 employees and nearly
30,000 inmates.

Prior to his work with Mr.
DiFrancesco, he served as executive
director of Bob Franks for Congress,
the Republican State Committee and
as vice president of William
McClintock Associates. He was also
the state director for the Steve Forbes
for President Campaign in New Jer-
sey and Delaware.

“I worked in the 7th district for the
last 13 years with some of New
Jersey’s top Republicans, including
Bob Franks and Don DiFranceso. I
hope that I can represent the 7th dis-
trict as well as they have,” Mr. Venis
said.

He said he has been involved in
more than 1,500 campaigns.

“The one thing my opponents
should not do is underestimate me,”
he said. “This is a very diverse dis-
trict with a lot of blue-collar, hard-
working families. I am one of them.
I went to public schools and col-
leges, no prep school nor trust funds
for me.”

Liberty Hall Museum Offers
Holiday Activities, Tours

COUNTY – The Liberty Hall Mu-
seum, located at 1003 Morris Av-
enue in Union, will host a series of
activities to celebrate the holiday
season.

This Saturday, children ages 7 to
12 can help decorate the museum’s
Victorian Christmas tree by creating
Victorian-style Christmas ornaments.
Each child can create four ornaments,
two for the Liberty Hall tree and two
to bring home.

Sessions lasting about 90 minutes
each will begin at 10 a.m. and 12:30
p.m. The museum requires prepaid
reservations of $8 per child.

Liberty Hall will hold gingerbread-
house workshops on Saturdays De-
cember 8, 15 and 22. Sessions lasting
90 minutes each will begin at 10 a.m.,
noon and 2 p.m. This workshop is
recommended for ages 7 to 12. Res-
ervations – $15 per child – are re-
quired.

Adults must accompany children
to the workshops.

On these same Saturdays, the mu-
seum will welcome visitors to ex-
perience how Christmas was cel-
ebrated during the Victorian era.
Guests can join caroling in the par-
lor, take waltzing lessons in the
Great Hall and enjoy a one-act, turn-
of-the-19th-century play in the li-
brary.

One-hour tours are scheduled ev-
ery 15 minutes from 5 to 8 p.m.

The museum requires registration
for the events. Admission is $10 for
adults, $8 for seniors adults, $5 for
college students and $4 for children
ages 6 to 17.

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean Uni-
versity chronicles more than 200 years
of New Jersey and United States his-
tory. It was the home of William
Livingston, the first elected governor
of New Jersey and a signer of the
Constitution, and houses extensive
collections of antique furniture, ce-
ramics, textiles, toys and tools owned
by seven generations of the
Livingston/Kean families.

The museum is open to the public
Wednesday through Saturday, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday from
noon to 4 p.m. Those seeking more
information or wishing to make res-
ervations for any event can call (908)
527-0400 or visit kean.edu/
libertyhall.

get involved.
goleader.com/organizations
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