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for [this] type of business,” and there-
fore his client wants to relocate.

“We see it as a win for the borough
that something good could possibly
come out of that [firewall-collapse]
tragedy,” Mr. Fox said.

However, Mr. Fox said the cost of
relocation “has been our concern from
day one,” pointing to the borough’s
estimates for moving Mr. Wilbor’s
equipment. “We suspect it would be
higher,” he said.

Downtown property owner Helen
Ling, the developer for the Station
Mews building whose firewall col-
lapsed on the Livingston-Wilbor
building, spoke in support of the bond
ordinance. “Fanwood has the best
residents,” she said. “I think anybody
who cares for our downtown will
realize the importance of this plan.”

Mrs. Ling said the Livingston-
Wilbor site currently “cuts the block
in half.”

Former Fanwood Mayor Ted
Trumpp, chairman of the borough’s
Republican committee, pointed to the

from one of their homes and reported
the abduction, along with a descrip-
tion of the two people involved and a
description of the car and its license-
plate number. Minutes later, two off-
duty Essex County sheriff’s officers
witnessed the abduction and called
911, which routed the call to Newark,
where a 911 operator told the county
officer, “What are [police] going to
do, by the time they come out this car
will be gone,” according to the law-
suit.

The operator also incorrectly en-
tered information about Honrath’s
vehicle into the 911 system and failed
to report its last known location or
that it was in motion, according to the
lawsuit.

Because of these errors, police were
dispatched to the Seton Hall location,
arriving long after Honrath and Ms.
Massachi had left. Less than 30 min-
utes after the kidnapping, Honrath
and Ms. Massachi arrived in
Westfield, where police soon re-
sponded to a 911 call reporting do-
mestic violence and a fight inside the
apartment at 756 Central Avenue,
according to the lawsuit and a May
2000 edition of The Westfield Leader.

After gunshots were heard inside
the building, police contacted the
Union County Emergency Response
team. Authorities eventually stormed
the building, where they found

Honrath dead of a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound and Ms. Massachi criti-
cally wounded from a gunshot. She
died two days later.

At the time, Westfield Police Lt.
Frank Brunelle described the actions
of the security guard and the 911
operator to The Leader as “a comedy
of errors. Only it was a tragedy in-
stead of a comedy.”

Ms. Massachi’s family’s lawsuit
alleges that a series of missteps by the
Newark 911 operator and police dis-
patcher caused police to search for
the wrong car and respond to the
wrong location, thereby missing any
opportunity they would have had to
save Ms. Massachi’s life. In reversing
the lower court, the appellate panel
said 911 operators and police dis-
patchers are not immunized “from
the results of their negligently ex-
ecuted ministerial duties.”

While state law says that a “public
employee is not liable for an injury
resulting from the exercise of judg-
ment or discretion vested in him” and
a “public entity is not liable for an
injury resulting from the exercise of
judgment or discretion vested in the
entity,” state statute also does not
“exonerate a public employee for
negligence arising out of his acts or
omissions in carrying out his minis-
terial functions,” according to the
appellate court decision.
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Fanwood Rec. Commission
Works to Free Field Space

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s rec-
reation commission approved a reso-
lution aimed at freeing up additional
field space for youth sports at its
regular meeting Tuesday night.

“There’s all this pressure on us to
find more fields,” recreation director
Bob Budiansky said. “We do okay
with what we’ve got, but we don’t
have much.”

The resolution, to be passed on to
the borough council for further con-
sideration, seeks approval to use the
“pocket park” near borough hall and
a grassy retention basin that has been
used for practices in the past “at the
discretion of the recreation commis-
sion and director” for youth sports
practices and programs serving 4 to
6-year-olds, which do not require the
use of regulation fields.

“It’s a perfectly legitimate field that
is not being used,” commission chair-
man Pam Sayles said, pointing to the
pocket park. Commissioner Jamie
Tannenbaum raised the issue of whether
enough parking exists at the site.

“Fanwood has to start providing
for Fanwoodians,” Councilman David
Valian said regarding the ongoing
effort to find enough field space.

The councilman said he plans to
discuss the issue at the December 3

borough council meeting.
In other business, Mr. Budiansky

said the borough has received about
$41,000 from the county in Kids Rec-
reation Grant money, which the bor-
ough must match and spend on recre-
ation equipment.

The commission voted to spend
about $1,500 of the money to help
equip a new youth lacrosse league in
the borough; however, the panel de-
cided it needed to hold more discus-
sion before dedicating the rest of the
funds for the “Summer Park” pro-
gram, playground replacement or
upgrades at Forest Road Park.

Mr. Valian said he would speak with
the borough engineer’s office to deter-
mine if Fanwood’s two playgrounds
require replacement in order to bring
them up to current regulations.

Mr. Valian also said that a meeting
with residents in the Forest Road Park
neighborhood regarding potential
improvements to the facility would
take place in mid-January.

He added that a previous “vision-
ing” meeting with the various sports
entities that use the park generated
ideas such as improving the sports
fields and tennis courts, adding a ten-
nis wall and an open-air pavilion and
rebuilding the hockey rink.

However, Mr. Valian told the com-
mission, “I don’t know if it’s going to
make the budget for [2008]. We’re
going to shoot for getting this cov-
ered by as many grants as we can.”

Commission members agreed to
continue discussions on other issues,
including using the borough’s Recre-
ation Trust Fund to help finance pro-
grams for senior citizens, expanding
the “Summer Park” program from six
to eight weeks, increasing certain fees
to help cover the cost of some pro-
grams and replacing commission
members Phyllis Mirabella and
Russell Wells, whose terms expire at
the end of this year.

The commission also reviewed
plans for the borough’s annual holi-
day celebration and Christmas tree
lighting, set for this Sunday at 3 p.m.
at the North Avenue train station.

presence of a sanitary-storm-sewer
easement on the property. “I would
not advise building anything over it,”
he said.

Mr. Trumpp and Mr. Nagy also
asked the mayor why there were no
“visuals” at the meeting to show the
borough’s plans for the site.

“We’re not there yet,” said Mayor
Mahr. “When we are there, I’ll be the
first one to blow up an artist’s render-
ing and stick it downtown so people
can see what’s going to be there.”

Mr. Trumpp additionally raised the
issue of whether the borough would
be able to quickly resell the property
to a developer given the current real-
estate market trends.

“I think you’re going to be stuck
with it for a great number of years,”
he said.

Councilman William Populus, a
real-estate expert by trade, said that
because of its location, “the property
has a value and has a potential.”

“The market always finds itself and
property [like this] does move,” he
said.

Prior to the governing body’s ap-
proval of the bond measure, Mayor
Mahr thanked residents for partici-
pating in the hearing.

“It’s good and necessary for people
to ask hard questions,” she said.

Councilman Bruce Walsh said, “To
fail to go forward on this would be a
disservice to the people of this bor-
ough; let the questions continue, but
with an open mind.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved on first reading a measure to
amend and increase local dog license
fees. If approved on second reading
December 11,  the fees would be $10
for a spayed or neutered dog and $15
for a non-spayed or neutered dog.
The current fees are $7 and $10, re-
spectively. The new fees are set to go
into effect January 1.

The council said higher fees have
become necessary because of the ris-
ing costs of animal control, noting
that licensing fees have not gone up
in 20 years. These new fees are lower
than the maximum $21 permitted by
the state.

For each license granted to a spayed
or neutered dog, the borough pays the
state $1.20; for each license granted
to a non-spayed or neutered dog, the
borough pays the state $4.20.

According to Borough Adminis-
trator Eleanor McGovern, cat licenses
fall under the jurisdiction of the
Fanwood Board of Health. Currently,
cat license fees stand at $6 for neu-
tered pets and $9 for those that are
not.
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Thirty-two states now require beer
keg registration, and there are two
bills pending in the New Jersey State
Legislature, S-1341 and A-3291, that
would require keg registration
throughout the state. Retailers would
not be held responsible for the keg’s
destination, but they would have to
affix a label or tag on the keg with the
retailer’s name, address, telephone
number, a unique beer keg number
and a visible warning that says the
removal or defacement of the label or
tag would be a criminal offense.

The retailer would also have to ob-
tain information such as a driver’s li-
cense number or other identification
number, the date and time of the pur-
chase, the keg identification number
and the purchaser’s signature. The
records would have to be kept on file for
at least three months, and anyone vio-
lating the ordinance would be subject
to a $2,000 fine, up to 90 days in jail or
whatever punishment a court decides.

National Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Dependence, Inc., Public

Affairs and Policy Director John
Hulick said in a statement the organi-
zation encourages municipalities to
adopt some form of the keg-registra-
tion law as a way of cutting down on
underage drinking.

“Beer kegs remain one of the most
common sources of alcohol at teen-
age parties,” Mr. Hulick said, “There
is a way to curtail the free-flowing
keg beer, that causes so much harm to
youth, with keg registration.”

The Mountainside borough coun-
cil, which has introduced a similar
ordinance, has put on hold any fur-
ther action on the ordinance. Westfield
Town Clerk Claire Gray said the town
does not have any such laws on the
books. “I’ve never heard of [a beer
keg ordinance],” Ms. Gray said.

Scotch Plains township clerk Bar-
bara Riepe said, “I never had any-
one ask that question before
[whether the township regulates
beer keg purchases].” She said the
township does not have laws gov-
erning beer kegs.
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Architect
of education in 2008.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss called
JPM “the critical component” in get-
ting the three entities together every
month or so for meetings. JPM’s an-
nual fee for this service will be $10,890;
the two municipalities and the board
of education evenly split the cost.

The council passed a resolution ap-
pointing Hatch Mott McDonald of
Millburn as consulting engineer for
the artificial-turf and lighted soccer
field that will be developed behind the
south-side firehouse. Mr. Strauss said
as part of the $115,000 contract the
consulting firm will oversee the bids
received for the project, evaluate the
bids and the backgrounds of the bid-
ders and oversee and provide all engi-
neering services during the project.
The township wants the project to
commence during the winter months.

Mr. Glover said the township’s
website at scotchplainsnj.com now
features on-demand video broadcasts
of the council’s regular meetings. Cur-
rently, there is one meeting available
for viewing, and Mr. Glover said more
would be added in the near future.

Mr. Strauss announced that the
township’s holiday celebration would
be held this Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. on
the Alan Augustine Village Green next
to the municipal building on Park Av-
enue. Sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Association
and the township’s recreation depart-
ment, the day’s activities will include a
horse-drawn carriage ride, petting zoo,
pony rides and ice sculptures.

Santa will arrive at 3 p.m. to visit
with children before lighting the
Christmas tree at 5 p.m.

The Union County Chabad will light
the menorah on Thursday, December
6, at 7 p.m. on the Village Green.

The council approved a bid from
Caffrey Tree Service for shade-tree
work. The firm will charge the town-
ship $115 per hour for a three-man
crew and $60 per hour for stump
grinding. The council authorized the
police department to purchase a new
unmarked police car for $23,279.

The council passed a resolution
congratulating Robert Leeper on
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America.

before moving forward on any seri-
ous discussion of reduced fees.

One is that “being a senior doesn’t
necessarily mean you have a finan-
cial issue” with paying the $65 per-
mit fee that was charged this year.
The mayor also said he had concerns
that those who might pay a discounted
fee would then share the cost of that
reduced fee with a neighbor who is
not eligible for a reduced rate.

Township officials have urged
neighbors to share the cost of the
permit, which entitles permit-hold-
ers to place up to 750 pounds of
household waste at their curb. The
mayor said giving a “blanket dis-
count” to seniors might also lead to
illegal dumping by out-of-town resi-
dents, which was a problem until the
township instituted the permit-based
system in 2005.

Scotch Plains’ new public-works
director, Kevin Ward, introduced to
the council at last week’s meeting,
said the department had been “man-
aged well over the years” and de-
scribed the staff as “exceptional.”

Mayor Marks agreed and said one
area he’d like to see improved is “con-
stituent services and interaction.” He
asked Mr. Ward to make an effort to
“implement a system of being re-
sponsive to citizen requests and in-
quiries” to the department.
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Westfield
Friday, November 16, Anthony

Catanzaro, 40, of Westfield was ar-
rested at Dudley Avenue and Pros-
pect Street on outstanding traffic
warrants from Secaucus, Elizabeth
and Irvington, with bail amounts of
$750, $580 and $500, respectively.
He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, November 17, Marc
Kurtzo, 24, of Colonia was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana following a motor-
vehicle stop on the 500 block of North
Avenue, East. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Saturday, November 17, the owner
of a hairstyling business on Westfield
Avenue reported that someone caused
significant damage to the front door
by repeatedly kicking it. No one
gained entry to the premises.

Sunday, November 18, Keith Jessie,
35, of East Orange was arrested dur-
ing a motor-vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court on an East
Orange traffic warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $67 bail.

Sunday, November 18, Matthew
Tibbals, 38, of Scotch Plains was
arrested at North Avenue West and
Clark Street for allegedly driving
while intoxicated. He was released to
a responsible person.

Monday, November 19, Matthew
White, 30, of Westfield was arrested
on the 300 block of South Avenue,
East on a Newark criminal warrant.
He was held in lieu of $500 bail at the
Union County jail.

Monday, November 19, two un-
locked motor vehicles were burglar-
ized sometime between noon and 2
p.m. while parked at Houlihan Field at
the intersection of Rahway Avenue
and Lamberts Mill Road. Items stolen
from one vehicle included a woman’s
Coach wallet, $20 in cash, multiple
credit cards and forms of identifica-
tion. A Kate Spade wallet with identi-
fication and credit cards were removed
from the second vehicle.

Monday, November 19, Arthur Lee
Smith Jr., 23, of Plainfield was ar-
rested during a motor-vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Grove Street on a
Berkeley Heights criminal warrant
and on a charge of hindering appre-
hension for allegedly providing po-
lice with a false name and date of
birth.

Smith was held at the Union County
jail in lieu of bail on the Westfield
charge, which was yet to be set, and
$638 bail on the Berkeley Heights
warrant.

Monday, November 19, a Scotch
Plains resident reported that his mo-
tor vehicle was burglarized while
parked on the 200 block of Midwood
Place. A cellular telephone and GPS
system were stolen from the vehicle.
The missing items are valued at ap-
proximately $500.

Monday, November 19, police dis-
covered three motor vehicles with
windows broken out. A Magellan Navi-
gation System was taken from each.
Two of the vehicles were outside the
homes of their respective owners on
Boynton Avenue and Boynton Court
at the time. The third vehicle, belong-
ing to a Middlesex resident, was on
Delaware Street. The missing items
ranged in value from $300 to $700.

Tuesday, November 20, a resident
of the 300 block of South Avenue
West reported that someone smashed
the windshield on his car while it was
parked on the 400 block of Boulevard
and removed a Nav Man 510 Naviga-
tion System from within the vehicle.

Tuesday, November 20, Matthew
A. Gonzalez, 20, of Westfield was
arrested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on a Lacey Township traffic war-
rant. He was processed and released
after posting $300 bail.

Tuesday, November 20, a resident
of the 200 block of Walnut Street
reported the theft of approximately
$3,500 worth of jewelry from his
residence sometime during the previ-
ous several weeks.

Tuesday, November 20, Emily Tay-
lor, 43, of Westfield was arrested on the
500 block of Trinity Place on a Carteret
criminal warrant with bail of $1,000.
She was turned over to Carteret police.

Sunday, November 25, Beverly
Cook, 52, of Plainfield was arrested
on the 200 block of North Avenue
West and charged with shoplifting
$50 worth of perfume from a Central
Avenue business, one count of pos-
session of a hypodermic needle sy-
ringe, two counts of possession of
drug paraphernalia and criminal war-
rants from Plainfield, with $500 bail,
East Brunswick, with $1,271 bail,
and a Bridgewater traffic warrant for
$2. She was held at Westfield police
headquarters pending the setting of
bail on the Westfield charges.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, November 22, a resident

of Church Street reported that some-
one broke a mirror off his vehicle
overnight.

Sunday, November 25, a Spruce
Mill Lane resident reported that some-
one smashed a window on his vehicle
sometime overnight.

Sunday, November 25, police said
the front windshield of a vehicle
parked on Winding Brook Way was
smashed overnight.

Scotch Plains police said Westfield
and Garwood police reported several
vehicles in their towns were also dam-
aged in a similar fashion.

Sunday, November 25, a vehicle
was entered on Evergreen Avenue at
approximately 2:45 a.m. An iPod was
reported stolen. A witness reported
seeing the suspect flee from the area
but could only give a description of the
dark clothing worn by the individual.

The suspect ran to a vehicle wait-
ing down the block and fled the area,
police said.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 21, Meyer

Phillips Jr., 39, of Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding Essex County
body warrant after a motor-vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. Police processed
Phillips and turned her over to the
Essex County Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, November 23, Corinthia Z.
Jackson, 41, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Cranbury after a motor-vehicle stop
on South Avenue.

Sunday, November 25, Karen A.
McNally, 44, of Fanwood was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of
Burlington County and West Hampton
Township after a field investigation.

Sometime between Wednesday,
November 21 at 1 p.m. and Sunday,
November 25, at 3 p.m. someone
broke into a home on 3rd Street by
smashing the rear sliding glass door.
According to police, numerous items
were removed. The incident is under
investigation, police said.

Mountainside
Wednesday, November 21, Juan

Hernandez, 24, of Freehold was ar-
rested for driving without a license
after a motor-vehicle stop on Route 22.

Thursday, November 22, Jihad J.
Oglesby, 21, of Newark was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
after a motor-vehicle stop. According
to police, he was also charged with an
outstanding warrant out of Newark in
the amount of $120.

Friday, November 23, a resident of
Deer Path reported that someone
smashed the rear window of her ve-
hicle. According to police, both driver
side tires were punctured and eggs
and paintballs were thrown at the
house. Approximately $1,560 worth
of damage was reported, police said.

Saturday, November 24, a resident
of Wood Valley Road reported that
someone stole his pick-up truck from
his driveway. According to police,
several assorted tools were in the
truck at the time of the theft. The
vehicle is described as a red, 2004
Chevy Silverado with a black cap.

Saturday, November 24, a resident
of Darby Lane reported that someone
entered his work van and removed
approximately $1,680 worth of tools
while it was parked in his driveway.
Police said the victim was a carpenter.

Saturday, November 24, a resident
of Wood Valley Road who specializes
in fire-protection services reported
that someone broke into his motor
vehicle and removed power tools es-
timated to be worth $5,000.

Another Wood Valley resident, a
carpenter, reported $8,500 worth of
tools stolen from his pick-up truck.

Sunday, November 27, a landscap-
ing business on South Springfield Av-
enue reported that equipment estimated
at $5,000 was stolen when someone cut
the lock on a gate to enter the business.

Monday, November 26, Tommy M.
Fields, 36, of Newark was arrested
for impersonating a phone-company
employee while trying to access a
residence. According to police, sev-
eral pieces of jewelry were found in
his pocket for which the suspect could
not give an explanation.

Fields was charged with burglariz-
ing a Hillside Avenue home in Westfield
and was turned over to the Westfield
Police Department, police said.

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHAT WERE YOU THINKA…Last Friday, around 8 p.m., a vehicle heading
south on Mountain Avenue crashed into the front of Thinka Dinka toy store on
East Broad Street in Westfield. The 17-year old driver did not receive a summons.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STROLL DOWN MEMORY LANE…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Athletic Director
Robert Harmer congratulates former Raider football player Preston Onque, who
played on the undefeated and un-scored-on Raider team in 1939 on the Park
Avenue field. The Raiders moved their games to the high-school field in 1967. Mr.
Onque is junior running back Anthony Taylor’s great-great uncle.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING HOME A CHUNK OF RAIDER PRIDE…Former linebackers Charlie
Bachi, left, and Travis Boff remember the battlefield very well. “The Killer Bees”
played on the 2003 Raider team, the last Scotch Plains-Fanwood team to play for
the state championship. Both Bachi and Boff went on to play football at TCNJ.


